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TELE COSTS SOAR 





Schacht Tour Strictly from Dixie; 


Why No Bush Leagues for Actors? 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
New Orleans, July 4. 
I don't know who the guy was} 
that said “Travel broadens one,” but 
I do know if you travel in a car 
covering eight states, covering 
7,000 miles in three weeks, it will | 


not only broaden you but it will ‘Bob Smith Vienna locationer, goes 


flatten you. It did me. 

I said “yes” to Al Schacht, when 
he suggested I accompany him on 
a three-week tour of the southern 
ball parks. 


guest. All I would have to do is' 
to “sil back and take it easy”; just | 


+ 





Eva Braun Pic, With Adler, 
Knight, to Roll in Vienna 


“The Magic Face,” Mort Briskin- 


in the film. Partially based on the 


He said I could spend | life of Adolf Hitler’s paramour, 
my first vacation in 10 years as his | Eva Braun, the pic alsw ota 


crs Pa- 
tricia Knight, and will be directed 





Sr 


os 


2G oMOWo OK FOR 
TV, AGH FOR AM 


This fall will mark a significant 
|milestone in the AM vs. TV pic- 


'ture. When the curtain goes up 
on the ’50-’51 broadcasting season, 
|radio will yield to the video up- 
| start on total programming costs. 
It will represent the start of the 








| before the cameras July 14, accord-| era when the total outlay by spon- | the Village Vanguard, N. Y., when 
ing to Luther Adler, who'll appear | sors on talent-production costs for | the 


network programming will top the 
amount channeled into radio. 
Based on TV program commit- 


ments already signatured by net- | 
work bankrollers, the average cost | 


+ 


PAST RADIO 


New 3-Dimension Process Novelty 


Film Seen as One Answer to Video 


+ oe gers Regen by a group of 
leadi hibs t tt - 
| Sandburg Sought As | try e aad ‘the threat of “Ty is 
| M ‘ |currently taking shape. They are 
| Nitéry Folk-Singer 


‘advancing coin for what may be a 
whole series of experimental and 

Carl Sandburg, the poet, is being 
negotiated as opening attraction at 











/novelty pix, first of which will be 
;made in a new third-dimension 
process developed by the Polaroid 
| Corp. 

M. A. Lightman, Memphis cir- 
cuit operator, is prez of the com- 
pany, Cinema Productions, Inc., 
which has been set up to finance 
the pix. Fred Schwartz, head of 
the Century Circuit, N. Y., is treas- 


nitery reopens this fall. 
Discussions between the septua- 
| Senarian and Max Gordon, Van- 
guard’s operator, started after the 
poet made a guest appearance at 
the Vanguard. Sandburg is a folk- 





enjoy myself: it would do me “a\ by Irving Reis. | per videos show will be $9,500 a| singer who has been recorded by yrer. Ben Trustman, attorney for 
lot of good getting away from New| 1 slane week. For radio the average cost | Decca. _ Sam Pinanski’s American Theatres 
York.” Before I knew it we were | Poly Reg cg ag trl, 9 et a = gg seb | This would be Sandburg’s first Circuit in Boston, is secretary. 
r ve a e e - | ; . > A 

on our way to Roanoke, Ya., and! on the Nieuw Amsterdam enroute | nanza days in vedio ‘hn a gata appearance on a'cste|~ Besad members include the offi- 
there [ sat in the grandstand and | to Vienna. He'll also stop off in| bracketed in the $20.000 class or oor. a cers plus get 9 (who was prime 
watched Al put on his act. It was | Paris to confer with Paul Geraldy, | more were the exception, applying | | Mreuie - mr yeas -~ Sal Le 
i cml yeh itty od author of “Duo,” a play based on @ to the Jack Bennys, Fred Allens, in the cnaeting af Cat oa pean 
er, I did his announcing, told jokes ‘ome pete Bg Fee gg Fem Argeie ag a ™ itier U S sibly serving on the board will be 
opened Coca-Cola bottles, paid toll | fea EF ap: — today 1s prac- George Skouras, Frank Walker, 
bridge fares, told him when he, ee ee See eee | Harold Stoneman, Sam Rinzler and 


passed stop signs, red lights, ete. | 
The last time I “toured” the 
south was about 25 years ago, and 


No Sinhoning Of 


with many exceeding the figure by 
a wide margin. 

It’s been axiomatic in radio that 
programs budgeted at less than 


| Mitchell Wolfson, all important cir- 
,cuit owners. All the participants 
-are putting up equal sums. 


Newest Wrinkle 


| 


all the memories I had of the south (’ ° 10,000 weren't i i Lester Cowan is v.p. and pro- 
onll ; j n't he big-l + Sn eee 
food. oo po Mig cs RE eng Boy AM on Seen In ee. To pi Bord the alee | any ducer: He aims 50 Pet his initial 
ood, bum hotels, taped-up towns, level in TV, a show today costs | Ue ] feature, “The Customer’s Always 


sleepy cities filled with sleepy peo- 

ple. It was a revelation to me to 

see the new south. Airconditioned 
(Continued on page 55) 


Act Can’t Be Televised 








Sans Pay During Sports 


In a legal first involving the New 

York civil rights law, city court 
Judge Thomas J. Brady this week 
Tuled that a performer could not 
be televised in between halves of 
a football game without his con- 
sent. By so ruling, the court re- 
fused to follow a California state 
decision of last year which held 
the other way in an action by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
against a tele station. Verdict in 
favor of Arsene Gautier, animal 
trainer, slapped $500 damages 
against America 
ad 
gett & Myers Tobacco Co. 
American Tobacco Co. 


Decision has widespread applica- 


and 





{ 


| 


Fall TV Splurge 


As far as the AM boys are con- 
cerned, there’s been heartening evi- 
dence, particularly over the past 


| week, that the bigtime clients stak- 


Event, N.Y. Court Rules ins 


major claims in video program- 
ming are not siphoning off the coin 
from radio expenditures. 

For example, on the heels of 


Colgate plunking down top coin | 


(reportedly the heaviest weekly 
talent nut to date in TV) for the 
Sunday night 8 to 9 round-robin 
show on NBT, which will rotate Ed- 
die Cantor, Fred Allen and two 
other as yet undesignated stars, the 
pankroller has notified the webs 
that there will be no curtailment 


n Broadcasting Co.,! on its AM investitures. 
agency Neweil-Emmett Co., Lig- te 7 


Within the past few days NBC 
received renewal orders on the 
Colgate-sponsored Judy Canova, 


$15,000. Thus there’s a 50% high- 
er basic cost to begin with, when 
playing around with TV program- 
ming. 

However, the same margin of 
| profit as applies in radio won’t ac- 
crue to the networks or other TV 
packagers. While the costs for the 
so-called creative elements (per- 
formers, writers, directors, etc.) re- 
main about the same, the produc- 
tional accoutrements and mechan- 


Signal Corps To 
Feed Newsreels 


On Korean War 


Washington, July 4. 
Newsreel coverage on the hot- 
test current event of the past few 











Right,” into production by the end 








| As a result of the discovery of August. It will be budgeted at 
|turned up in a one-woman per- (Continued on page 55) 
| sonal survey into ‘the causes of bad 
boxoffice, the Loew’s circuit is ’ 
mulling the idea of throwing its Sadler’s Ballet 267G N.Y. 
advertising support behind the , r 
promotion of baby-sitter clubs. 
The probe, conducted on her own Sellout 23 Months Early 
by Helen Lupo, manager of Loew’s : 
Broadway, Brooklyn nabe house, Sets Show Biz Precedent 
has disclosed that the recent! Virtual sellout a week ago of 
feces fo bet. Salhiea.,' oe laset in| eee Meenas Cane 
-O. Le . m 
| vicinity of her theatre, than tele-| a ¥.ctwe ale = hall temeadinn tent 
— ong b gr ee od —. ‘fore the event—is unprecedented 
cae ine od oo aie an “ha in ee world, if not in all 
A A : : |; show biz. The Sol Hurok office, 
heme yes — big metropolitan which is booking the engagement 
eee = a aun of the London troupe, reports a 
l a, “we co " Pw _ total of $267,000 in sales out of a 
eienee, tar Cannady qnbacis sau | Sone nae, on et See, 
’ | abo y » 
also studying ways-and-means of | ders, eee » Guaaes Reneiinnen 
getting the clubs organized with- aq 'Hurok then took a single ad 
out appearing in the forefront of ‘to announce a two-week window 
ag oe oo nies’ Seals sale of seats at the Carnegie Hall 
’ ffice. Fi k’ indow 
personal crusade got its start after | none a Ph i+ od ge del grees 
the Broadway, a 50-year-old house, | take was $27,000, this representing 





tion bec: 'Dennis Day and Bill Stern pro-| years—the sudden opening of hos-| was treated to a revamping job! practicall ll $1.20 and $1.80 
tack wie in Wackinaten |Srams. At the same time, CBS — tilities in Korea—has already | which cost the Loew’s chain sev- at the higher — sehen B nea 

. e ee | lient wi imi i 53) | , , 
D.C. a sector without a civil rights | Deen, NOIRE, Ie oom with|to tia of World War ie The hve | Cnn en Tne, $267,000 take represents the 


law 


pa On the big question of wheth- 


r the Gautier performance was 
“net of a public event which the 
Sean could lawfully televise, 
teres Brady came out against that 
fr pretation. On the fact that it 
Sriginated in Washington, court 


noted that the program was carried | eted 


by direct wire to WJZ-TV, N. Y. 

Station, and hence fell into the 

Jurisdiction of the N. Y. laws. 

ne curt observed that the case was 

N- first of its type to be tried in 
On the novelty of a claim 


based on video, opinion said: “The 


\“Mr. and Mrs. North,” “Our Miss | 
|Brooks” and the daytime cross-the- | 


| 


'TV with the $27,000-weekly budg-|ing war. 


board “Strike It Rich.” 
Similarly, Schlitz Brewery, which 
looks set to ride next season on 


“Pulitzer Theatre” (see Tele- 
vision Section), will stay put on 
sponsorship of the NBC Ronald 
Colman series, “Halls of Ivy.” 
Same upbeat story is applicabl 
to Lever Bros., which has investe 
coin in two half-hours on CBS-TV 
for next season, but is riding wide 


e 


newsreel companies were notified 
this week that the U. S. Signal 
'Corps has assumed the responsi- 
ibility of feeding the reels official 
' Army footage on the Korean shoot- 
Treatment is identical 
‘with that of the armed services 
during the recent world fracas. 

| Signal Corps move is 


|Douglas MacArthur. 


thur to the war front. 


‘largest advance sale ever chalked 
| up in ballet.. The Hurok office had 
| this sale without advantage of any 


‘BLUE LYRICS COST | allotment to brokers, all sales be- 
a A. CHIRP $250 ing. direct. To all ‘purposes, the 


| three-week run of Sadler’s in N.Y., 

Los Angeles, July 4. | which starts Sept. 10, is sold out. 

Because she sang what vice| There are no orchestra seats left 
/squad cops testified were blue} at all. What’s left are a few side 





- being jyrics and injected alleged off-| seats in the orchestra circle, for 
| made on direct orders from Gen. | 


color stuff into her patter, Virginia| five performances, at $4.80; some 


, First clips | Maison, chanter at Larry Potter’s| side family circle seats, at $1.20; 
d| promised to the newsreels depict | Supper Club, was fined $250 last side balcony, at $1.80; side dress 
ithe recent flying visit of Mac Ar-| week in court here. 
Command- 


|circle, at $2.40, and some Met 
Charges were dismissed against | Guild and Club box seats at $3. 










































ing general took along a Signal! potter, but Miss Maison pleaded| The Hurok office is still getting 


fact that the defendants in this|on the AM kilocycles. Although | 












Ms used a television camera in- 
ead of a motion picture camera 
(Continued on page 47) 





Lever dropped Bob Hope, it put a 
major portion of the coin into the 


Arthur Godfrey daytime show. 


A 


Corps photographer for the trip. | guilty and paid off. She has been! mail orders for any location, any 


| 


Carrying the familiap pattern | singing at Potter’s for the past two| date, and will probably fill from 
(Continued on page 53) years, these leftovers. 
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Film Locations Newest Riviera Lure; 


Casinos, Hotels Primp for Tourists 


By MARGARET GARDNER + 


Nice, June 27. 

Comparative calm reigns alon 
the Cote D’Azur at the moment. 
But hotelmen are feverishly pre- 
paring their best suites; villas are 
Aeing cleaned and renovated, and 
all preparations are being made to 
welcome the expected onslaught of 
tourists, among them some of the 
big names of Hollywood and 
Broadway. 

Fast becoming the favorite lo- 
cation of many film companies, the 
Riviera now has three films shoot- 
ing. At Saint Jean Cap-Ferrat 
and Villefranche, Raoul Walsh and 
Edmond Greville are finishing up 
some exteriors on “Capt. Horatio 
Hornblower.” Gregory Peck has 
departed, but Walsh is using a 
-French double for some _ battle 
scenes aboard the ancient ships 
which have been constructed for 
the picture at Villefranche. The 
natives are finding it great sport 
“play-acting,”’ and assistant Russ 
Saunders has had to fight off the 
many applicants for extra roles. 

Over in Cannes, exterior shots 
have started on the Danny Kaye- 
Micheline Presle film, “On the 
Riviera.” and a call for pretty 
young things with which to deco- 
rate the beach has brought out 
every girl under 30 from Monte 
Carlo to San Raphael. 

Windsors Awaited 


in Cannes is the troupe 
from ‘“Mefiez-Vous des Blondes” 
(“Beware of Blondes’), a Hune- 
belle production, starring Martine 


Also 


Carol (Mrs. Steve Crane). The 
film was originally slated for 
shooting in Marseilles, and was 


later changed to Cannes. It might 
be that the producers thought the 
(Continued on page 46) 





Harlan, ‘Suess’ Director 
Cleared of War Crimes - 
Again, Back to Pix Biz 


Hamburg, June 27. 
Veit Harlan, a top director in 
Nazi Germany and recently ac- 


quitted of war crimes for the sec- 
ond time. going back into the 
film industry. Harlan will make a 
picture for Hans Domnick Films in 
Goettingen, reportedly as soon as 
he receives the written verdict of 
his acquittal. 

Harlan directed the anti-Semitic 
“Jude Suess” (‘The Jew Suess’) 
He was acquitted by an Allied 


is 


Denazification Commission and 
then by a German court. He 
claimed he made films for Nazis 


under duress. 

Harlan case points up allegations 
here that several alleged Nazis 
are active in the entertainment in- 
dustry. Gustav Gruendgens, who 
has been widely charged with 
working with the Hitlerites, is di- 
recting a theatre in Dusseldorf, 
and recently was offered the post 
of theatre director of Berlin. His 
wife, Marianne Hoppe, is in the 
lead role in “Streetcar Named De- 
sire” in Berlin. Bonn government 
is unofficially sponsoring a news- 
reel, “Neue Deutsche Wochen- 
schau.” which was prepared by a 
group accused of being ex-Nazis 
but who were cleared by the Allies. 





20th Repacts Grable 


Hollywood July 4 
Twentieth has picked up its op- 


tion on Betty Grable for another 
year. 

She's currently in “Call Me 
Mister. “ai | 


a Serer ee | 


Trinidad Spawns | 
Steel Band Music 


By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY 


Port-of-Spain, June 27. 
Trinidad, already noted as the 
home of the calypso, 


is spawning .- 








| 


| 











W VILL MAHON VEY 


THE ININITABLE 


Roxy Theatre, New York, Start- 
ng July 7. 
Represented by 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 








a new type of native music which 


may have as much appeal for Yan- 
kee audiences as the rum-and- 
Coca-Cola ditties of a few years 
back. Stateside tourists who are 
getting their first earful of the 
new music at Dirty Jim’s Swizzle 
Club on the South Quay come 
primed for the calypso singers but 
go way talking about its Casa- 


New Offensive 


Vs. Yank Stars 
In British Pix 


blanca steel band. 

Steel bands, strictly a postwar 
innovation, are compos yf any- ‘ 

, -* P sed of an; London, June 29 
where from four to eight natives : is ; 
whose handmade instruments are A new offensive against the im- 
the lids of ordinary oil drums. portation of American stars for 
The lads, none of whom has had British-made pix has been launched 
musical training, heat the lids to by British Actors Equity Assn. It 
perfect pitch, hand-temper and myn . nan thietatee of 2a 
pound them with indentations to [48 written to the Ministry of La- 
cover the full range of harmony. bor asking an end to the rubber 

The music which pours forth stamp policy, which they assert is 
sounds to the Yankee ear like &@ contrary to their obligations to 


of electric guitar 
plus an extra some- 


primitive blend 
and xylophone, 


Parliament 


under the Aliens Or- 


thing which the music-loving er. 
Trinidadians give their fast tempo The Equity onslaught centers 
harmonies. Most of the players around the recently-made 20th- 
are teenagers representing the Fox film “Night in the City,” which 
complex blend of Negro, East starred Richard Widmark and 
Indian, Creole and Spanish cul- Gene Tierney. The association 
(Continued on + page 5 55) claims no objection to Americans 
—————— playing American roles, but can- 
not accept the existing position 


PASCAL PREPPING 7506 
‘ANDROCLES’ IN ROME 


Rome, July 4. 

British producer Gabriel Pascal 
is here planning a film production 
of George Bernard Shaw’s “‘An- 
drocles and the Lion.” Pascal will 
work with a $750,000 budget, $200,- 
000 of which is in dollars. 

Tentative leads for the produc- 
tion are Jean Simmons, Rex Har- 
rison and Oscar Karlweis. 


Schary’s Interfaith Kudo 
As ’50’s Outstanding Jew 


Hollywood, July 4. 





Dore Schary will be honored as 
1950's outstanding Jew by the U. 
of California at Los Angeles Re- 
ligious Conference July 10. Pre- 
ceding the ceremony will be a 
showing of Metro’s “Stars in My 
Crown” at the Forum theatre. an 


outstanding Protestant and Catho- 
lic are also selected; both are lay- 
men. 

Stars to be on hand for the af- 
fair include Joel McCrea. Ellen 
Drew. Ezio Pinza, Ginger Rogers, 
Jeanette MacDonald, Gene Ray- | 
mond, Ann Rutherford, Jose Fer- 
rer, Edward G. Robinson, William 
Powell and Robert Keith. 
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under which they are permitted to 


play 


British parts in films which 


attempt to portray the British way 


of life. 


Such a policy, they argue, 


would lead to a decline in the in- 
tegrity of British pix, a failure to 


refiect 


Britain’s national life and 


the crippling of native talent. 


Equity 


About “Night and 


told the Ministry that 


the City.” 
it 


was to do for London what “Naked 


City” 


did for New York. To sup- 
port their contention that it was 
not possible to give a true picture 
of London with two American 
stars and an American producer 
and director, they attacked press 
notices. One. local critic summed 
it up as saying that it would be a 
great help in “sending American 
tourists to Paris.” Another said it 
was “about as British as Sing 
Sing.” 

Equity’s general secretary, 
don Sandison, in his letter 
Labor Ministry, makes a 
peal for the government 
iheir representations. 


Gor- 
to the 
new ap- 
to heed 





Sinatra Songfest On 
Europe Hop May Cue 


Stratocruiser 88’ing: 


American Airlines is awaiting re- 
ports on the feasibility of installing 
pianos in its overseas Stratocruis- 
ers, following an_ experimental 
songfest led by Frank Sinatra last 
week aboard the London-bound 
Continental Mercury. 

Sinatra, who is scheduled to ap- 
pear at the Palladium in London 
July 10, sang to and with passen- 
gers, with Ken Lane, his accom- 
panist, playing piano. Music was 
piped from the lower to the upper 
main passenger deck. Songs were 
also broa@cast from the plane to 


| the crew of the U. S. Coast Guard 


| floating 


weather station Charlie, 
stationed about 900 miles from 


| Newfoundland, 


Airline officials said the concert 
was held to determine passenger 
reaction and acoustical facilities. 
Early reports indicated passengers 
liked the idea, but no decision on 
installation of pianos will be made 


‘until complete reports are in. 


Freer Movement of Films, Newsreels, 


- Tomes Okayed by UNESCO Confab 





NBC Eyes Gloria 


NBC is dickering with Gloria 


Swanson for the pic star to do a 


cross-the-board daytime femme 
stanza. 

Format proposed would have Miss 
Swanson take up a different love- 
lorn or domestic problem each day, 
which would be dramatized with 
the actress playing a part or nar- 


rating. Following the enactment, 
Miss Swanson would offer her ad- 
vice, 





No Gent Prefers 
A00G Blondes Tag 


A flat $400,000 price tag 
been hung on screen rights to 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” cur- 
rent Broadway musical hit. There 
have been no takers. Hefty price, 
in light of present market cendi- 
tions, is believed to have kept 
them away, although a few pro- 
ducers, including David O. Selz- 
nick, have shown intermittent in- 
terest. 

Price was fixed by 
gel, William Morris office topper, 
who was agreed on by all the in- 
terested parties as agent to handle 
screen rights. He thus reps novel- 
ist Anita Loos; Joseph Fields, who 
co-authored the show's book with 
Miss Loos; Jule Styne, who wrote 
the music; Leo Robin, who did the 
lvries, and Herman Levin and Oli- 
ver Smith, the producers. 

Paramount, which produced a 
picture version in 1928, thus owns 
a one-third interest in the film 
rights to the present musical ver- 
sion. That means that if it buys 
the rights, it gets them one-third 
cheaper. Even on that basis it 
balked at the $400,000 figure. Un- 
der terms of its pact, Par must be 
given the opportunity to meet any 
other studio’s offer, but has had 
no occasion to do so yet. 

Deal Lastfogel is offering around 
provides that the pic can’t play its 
first date until after the show closes 
its Broadway and road company 
runs in the U. S. or five vears 
after the Broadway opening, which- 
ever is earlier. 

One of the few legit buys of the 
season Was rung up last week when 
Hal Wallis acquired “Come Back, 
Little Sheba.” Price reportedly 
was $50,000 down, with another 
$50.000 to be paid if the pic gross 
goes beyond a certain point, plus a 
percentage of the distributor's 
2zross. Point at which the second 
$50,000 is paid is said to be low 
enough to be reached if the pic is 
anv sort of success at all. Show is 
currently in its 20th Broadway 
week. 


CANTOR’S PARIS DATES 
EN ROUTE ISRAEL TO N.Y. 


Paris, July 4. 

Eddie ee back here en route 
to the U. S. from his trip to Israel, 
Be his busy schedule, tak- 
ing time off for a benefit and to 
help out American students study- 
ing in France under the Gl Bill 
‘of Rights. In addition, he finalized 
plans for his television preem in 
the fall via NBC and for his per- 
sonal appearance tour, which is to 
be sponsored mainly by B'nai 
B'rith. Cantor sails tor the U. S. 
Thursday (6) aboard the America, 
which is scheduled to dock in New 
York next Tuesday (11). 

Paul Baron, conducting the orch 
for Cantor’s appearance here, sug- 
gested he return to France soon 
to promote the Marshall plan via 
French video. Comedian agreed to 
think over the suggestion. As for 
the ex-Gl students, Cantor paid 
for a signed ad in the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune’s continental edition to 
promote their recently-formed 
“Hullo, America” organization, set 
up to pay their way during the 
summer recess when they get no 
money from the U. S. Government. 
Through the organization, the stu- 
dents volunteer for aid to Ameri- 
can tourists, ranging from baby- 
sitters to guides, for fees of 1,000 
francs ($3) per day, 

Cantor will tee off his video 
show in New York on Sept. 11 as 
one of the four rotating emcees on 
‘ (Continued on page 45) 


has 


Abe Lastfo- 





Florence, June 27. 

An international agreement re- 
quiring the reduction or elimina- 
tion of economic barriers to the 
movement of books, newspapers, 
educational films, newsreels, works 
of art and other educational ma- 
terial was unanimously adopted at 
the General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organization 
held here in this Italian city this 
month. 

Of particular interest to 
business is the inclusion of a 
clause which would permit duty- 
free importation of educational 
films and sound recordings, for use 
on screen, TV or radio, if destined 
to approved institutions, public or 
private. Current newsreels would 
be admitted without restriction. 

Significant is the retention in the 
final draft of a hotly contested 
clause which preserves intact the 
copyright laws of the contracting 
countries. “British had opjected to 
this feature at every stage because 
without it, the agreement would re- 
quire the elimination of a “sleeper” 
in the U. S. Copyright Law. the so- 

(Continued on page 10) 


Next Time Todd Goes To 
Atlantic City, He Does 
It Only by Helicopter 


Michael Todd, who planed to At- 
lantic City and back last Friday 
(30) to arrange a tryout there of his 
forthcoming production of Garson 
Kanin’s “Live Wire,” had a series 
of misadventures on the trip. but 
returned safely without even losing 
his cigar. He arrived back at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., in time for 
the finale of his new “Peep Show” 
revue and to master-mind the 
treasurer's statement for the night's 
performance. 

In order to get to the shore re- 
sort in time to address a group of 


show 





local business men headed bv the 
Mavor. Todd had to charter # spo- 
cial plane for the trip. The only 


thing ayailable was a single-engine 
seaplane, so the producer and his 
| aig “aa Max Gendel, took that. 
Since there’s no landing place for 
seaplanes at the Atlantic City air- 
port, the pilot brought them into 
the beach, and after reaching shal- 
low water they had to wade ashore 
through the surf in bare feet, with 
their trousers rolled up. 

By the time Todd had finished 
his conference with the business 
men and was ready to start home, 
the plane’s pontoons had become 
partly filled with water. He and 
Gendel waded back through the 
surf and the pilot tried to take off, 
but the plane wouldn't rise. so the 
two passengers had to stand on the 
pontoons and take turn baling out 
with a hand pump, Todd mean- 
while still puffing on his cigar. 
They finally arrived back at the 
toot of 23d street, N. Y., at li p.m, 
having been gone five hours. 

As a result of the trip, Todd ex- 
pects to sign a deal today ‘Wed.) 
to present “Live Wire” at an un- 
disclosed Atlantic City theatre tor 
two weeks beginning July 24, after 
the play’s premiere the week of 
July 17 at Ogunquit, Me. The pro- 
ducer plans to hire a special train 
to take newspaper men and some 
of his friends to the “Live Wire” 
opening in Atlantic City. He hopes 
to arrange to put them up at hotels 
there for two or three days. 

He says he'll supply cigars for 
everyone, but no plane facilities 
will be available. 


FABRAY NIXES METRO 
ONE-PICTURE DEAL 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Nanette Fabray, currently vaca- 
tioning here, has turned down an 
offer to play the femme lead in “An 
American in Paris,” for Metro. — It 
would have been a _ one-picture 
deal, but would have required the 
actress-singer to start work imme- 
diately. Having recently closed 
on Broadway in the Theatre Guild 
musical, “Arms and the Girl,”’ she 
preferred to rest for a while. 

Metro has been after Miss Fa- 
bray for several years, but wants 
her to sign a term contract, while 
she insists on time off for legit 
assignments. She arrived here re- 
cently with her husband, legit 
_pressagent David Tebet, to visit her 
‘ parents, 
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MORE SWAG IN 








Swarm of Expected Closings Seen 
Corrective; Drive-In Impact Strong 





Industry toppers are now freely+— 


predicting that some 2,000 theatres 
will close their doors before the 
vear is up. This revamped esti- 
mate has figured recently in sales 
talks among distrib execs map- 
ping their campaigns for the late 
summer and fall. All the houses 
shuttering will be marginal opera- 
tions that managed to make a go 
of it only so long as the postwar 
boxoffice impetus carried through. 

While on its face, the swarm of 
closings appears tp be a dim pros- 
pect for the industry, company 
toppers are inclined to view the 
trend as more corrective than de- 
structive. General opinion is that 
many sectors of this country are 
overseated as a result of the ter- 
rific building boom that followed 
the 1946 lifting of construction 
bans. Where overseating is most 
apparent in many of the big cities, 
the decline in flickeries is figured 
likely to restore exhibition to a 
healthier setup. 

In the eyes of informed indus- 
tryites, the tremendous impact of 
drive-ins on conventional houses, 
as a prime cause for the shutter- 
ings both past and future, has been 
underplayed. The ozoners are 
proving particularly heavy compe- 
tition to nabe houses operating 
without the b.o. lure of cowling 
systems. Many of these must close 
for the summer. Since profits have 
been lean for the past couple of 
years, there is a big question 
whether these marginal houses will 
have the coin to reopen when 
cooler weather comes. 

Pointing up _ the - considerable 
headway scored by the drive-ins 

(Continued on page 22) 


Cary Grant May Costar In 
Mexican-Made English 
Film With Cantinflas 


Mexico City, July 4. 

Cary Grant, recently here for a 
three-week visit, may costar in the 
first English-language pic planned 
for Cantinflas (Mario Moreno), top 
Mexican comic. Sidney Buchman, 
in partnership with Cantinflas’ own 
company, Posa Films, will pro- 
duce the pic this fall for world- 
wide release by Columbia, which 
would also finance it. 

_ Grant was the guest here of San- 

tiago Reachi, prez of Posa. Prior 
to coming here, the star huddled 
with Reachi and Buchman in Hol- 
lywood. They agreed that whether 
or not Grant goes into the pic will 
depend on how the story works 
out. Shooting will be at the Chu- 
rubusco studios here. 

Original idea was to have Larry 
Parks costar with Cantinflas in the 
Story of an American opera singer 
coming to Mexico. Top operatic 
voice was to have been dubbed in, 
as in the “Jolson” pix in which 
Parks starred. Idea with Grant, as 
with Parks, is to provide a logical 
Story for introducing the Mex 
comic to U. S. audiences and to 
Cushion him with the advantages of 
working on his home grounds, yet 
five him full Hollywood produc- 
tion values. 


Loew’s, RKO Circuits 








-nings both their picture and story 





Try New 9 0’Clock Plan 


Experimenting with new time. 
schedules in an effort to hypo busi- | 
ness, neither the Loew’s nor RKO 
circuits have yet to notice a sharp 
reaction in the grosses. Both chains 
have been using their New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y., showcases as guinea 
Pigs in a test of the so-called 9 
Oclock plan. It calls for playing | 
of the main feature at 9 p. m. so_ 
that patrons can catch that pic | 
Without remaining in the theatre 
until close to midnight. 

Both Loew’s and RKO repoft | 
£00d reaction from patrons to the | 
tests, as evidenced by compliment- 
ary letters received by the chains. 
However, no noticeable rise in at- | 


tendance has accompanied the | 
kudos. 





o'clock plan to other houses. 


Korean Wind 


The old saw about an ill 
wind has its application to the 
outbreak of war in Korea. 
Terrific hypo to the business 
of the five newsreel companies 
is expected from the graphic 
nature of any armed hostili- 
ties. The reels, which will be 
supplied with footage by the 
U. S. Signal Corps, expect a 
change from the starvation diet 
of material during peace times. 

Biz has been so bad for most 
reels in the past few years, 
that two major companies have 
been looking for potential pur- 
chasers for their newsreel 
wings. One of these com- 
panies, Universal, has practic- 
ally abandoned the hunt after 
unsuccessfully seeking a buyer 
for the past six months. Kor- 
ean affair may haul U’s reel, as 
well as some of the others, 
out of the red. 








H'wood Scurries 
To Capitalize On 
Korean Shooting 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Hollywood producers are scan- 


backlogs in effort to discover some 
property or properties through 
which they can cash in on the cur- 
rent war headlines. 


From a completed picture stand- 
point, if there are any sequences 
which can be played up as any- 
where near relating to the Korean 
situation—or any thing in that 
vicinity—films will be rushed into 
early release. 


Similarly, should a story depart- 
ment come up with a yarn which 
covers the Asiastic scene, plan is 
to start prepping this immediately, 
so company will have a_ subject 
ready in the near future. 


Twentieth, of course, has “An 
American Guerrilla in the Philip- 
pines.” This was filmed in the is- 
lands, and while it doesn’t touch 
on the present situation, exploita- 
tion can be slanted to capitalize on 
it. Company also has a Japanese 
sequence in “Call Me Mister,” 
footage for which a special camera 
unit went to Tokyo. This likewise 
is in line for plugging along the 
same lines. 

George Breakston, in association 
with Darrell and Stuart McGowan, | 
is readying “Tokyo File 212” 
for launching in Tokyo on July 15. 
This picture will certainly get the 
benefit of the Korean incident, 
since there is considerable men- 
tion of Korea in script. 

Film is to be made with coop- 
eration of General MacArthur's 
headquarters, which had to issue 
a special okay for picture’s lensing. 
March ef North against South) 
Koreans apparently will not inter- 
fere with production, for both Mac- 
Arthur and the State Dept. in 
Washington last week gave the go- 
signal to the picture. Feature, 
upon completion of its 35-day | 
schedule, will be rushed through, | 


(Continued on page 22) 








Olivier, Leigh Due in Aug. | 


For Separate Pix Stints. 

Sir Laurence Olivier and his ac: | 
tress-wife Vivien Leigh are sched- | 
uled to arrive in New York early 
in August to fulfill separate film 
commitments in Hollywood. 

Olivier will star in Paramount’s 
“Sister Carrie’ while Miss Leigh | 
has the top role in Warner's) 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” which | 
Elia Kazan will direct. William | 
Morris agency is lining up a batch 


} 


| tion. 
| cerned, it’s said, the title they like 


‘film theatre business generally-this 


iby “Father of Bride” 


| that it may go higher. 


A GOOD FIL 





M TAG 





POOR TITLE 
NO 8.0. HELP 


Permission granted by 20th-Fox 
last week to exhibs to use an al- 
ternative title on “Ticket to Toma- 
hawk” spotlights the added atten- 
tion being given recently by both 
exhibs and distribs to picture 
labels. Tags on a flock of, films 
this year have  brovght loud 
squawks from theatremen to dis- 
tributors and from distributors to 
studios. 


Beef is that poor selling titles 
are hurting the b.o. of otherwise 
good pictures. While most show- 
men allow that there is plenty of 
room for agreement on this point, 
they also recognize that the 





squawks are a reflection of gen- 
erally declining grosses. Public | 
has become more choosey in its | 
theatregoing habits and _ exhibs| 
have become ultra-sensitive to any- | 
ey that might be affecting the | 
0. 


What constitutes a good title and 
what a bad_ title is open to ques- 
As far as exhibs are con- 


best is the one on the picture that 
made money for them yesterday. 


In general, the objection of thea- 
tre ops and distrib execs is to titles | 
that are too literary or artistic in| 
their allusions, such as are fre-| 
quently popular on books. Thus, | 
“All the King’s Men,” although it | 
did good biz, is claimed by some | 
exhibs to have lost patronage be- | 
cause most people didn’t know 


(Continued on page 21) 





| 
\ 





Hemingway ‘Trees’: 


| 


For Rent, Not Sale 


| 


Screen rights to Ernest Heming- | 
way’s “Across the River and Into 
the Trees” are not for sale, studios 
were informed last week. Writer’s 
agents said rights to the new novel 
would only be leased for a period 
of 10 years, with the deal to in- 
clude annual payments rather than 
a lump sum. 

Studios were provided with gal- 
leys of the book two weeks ago. 
They were pretty well familiar 
with it, however, since it ran in 
only slightly abbreviated form as 
a mag serial. Book will be pub- 
lished shortly. 

Most studios last week indicated 
lack of enthusiasm for the prop- 

(Continued on page 4) 





|of the 
Brecher, chairman of the commit-|. 


Par, Reade in Sams 


on Price-Cut Fight; 


Exhibs Fear Spread to All-Out Slicing 





Loew’s Takes to Drink | 


| 

Loew's circuit is finally bow- 
ing to the money-making lure 
of munch-guzzle. After hold- 
ing out for many years, circuit 
has ordered installation of 
soda dispensing machines. 
They will be installed in every 
Loew's theatre. 

Loew’s is traditionally one 
of the most conservative cir- 
cuits in the country. It resist- 
ed candy counters and pop- 
corn for a long stretch before 
putting those theatre institu- 
tions into operation after uni- 
form adoption elsewhere. 


Exec VP. Slate 
Hoped for From | 
COMPO Confab 











| vision decree which bars 


Management and personnel com- 
mittee of the Council of Motion | 
Picture Organizations hopes to 
come out of an all-day session in| 
New York tomorrow (Thurs.) with | 
a slate of three candidates for the | 
post of exec veepee of the all-in- 
dustry public relations body. Trio 
of names will be submitted to the 
executive board for final selection | 


man for the _ job, Leo | 





tee, said Monday (3). 

Session, to begim at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, will be the | 
first held by the entire committee 
since it was named by prexy Ned 
E. Depinet a month ago. In the 
interim, Brecher has talked with 


(Continued on page 20) 





ARNALL IN BRITISH HUDDLES 


Ellis G. Arnall, prez of the So-| 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, who is currently 
at his home near Atianta, returns 
to New York over the weekend. 


He’ll spend next week confab- | 
bing with SIMPP member reps | 
prior to taking off at the end of. 
the week for renegotiation of the. 
Anglo-U. S. film agreement in Lon- | 
don. He’ll be accompanied by! 
Eric Johnston, Joyce O'Hara and 
James A. Mulvey. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


July 4 Holiday Weekend 


To Top Spot; ‘Annie,’ 


Long July 4 weekend is helping 


week but some key cities covered 
by VaRIETy reported the trek of 
natives out of town hurt. In other 
communities visitors in town for 
the Fourth boosted trade. In still 
other keys, cool weather was a fa- | 
vorable factor. Korean war scare | 
news tended to cut in on attend- | 





ance somewhat in certain loca- | 
tions. | 
Top position is being retained 


(M-G) de- | 
spite the fact that it is holdover or | 
extended-run in many locations. 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) again is | 
in second slot while “Bright Leaf” | 
(WB) is perking up sufficiently to | 
take over third place. “Gunfighter” | 
(20th), in third spot last week, is | 
finishing strong fourth. 
“Irma Goes West” (Par) is show- 
ing enough on initial playdates to 
take fifth money, with indications 
Sixth posi- 
tion goes to ‘White Tower” (RKO), | 
also new. “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G), 
“Return of Frontiersman’” (WB) | 
and “Night and City” (20th) round 
out the Big Nine list in that order. | 
} 


“Rocketship X-M” (Lip) is pac- 


If a b.o. reaction is charted |of recording, radio and TV dates | ing the runner-up films, with “Cac- | 
later, the chains will ‘apply the 9 for the couple while they're in the tus Creek” 
(Trail” (Rep), “Kid From Texas” 


(U), “Rock Island 


lin N. Y. 


Ups Biz; ‘Bride’ Holds 
‘Leaf’ Next in Line | 


! 
(U) and “Armored Car Robbery” | 
(RKO) next best. 

Besides “Tower” and “Irma,” 
several other new pix are doing 
enough this round to indicate fu- 
ture promise. “Destination Moon” 
(EL), given smart advance cam- | 
paign, is smash on initial playdate | 
“Crisis” (M-G) opened | 
up sock at N. Y. Capitol but strong | 
stage layout apparently helped. | 
Same is true of “Next Voice You) 
Hear” (M-G), which is big on N. Y. | 
Music Hall preem, getting benefit 
of big annual July 4 stageshow. 

Also new, “Cariboo Trail” (20th) 
looms fair in Philly but only mild | 
in Seattle.- “‘Winchester ’73” (U) is 
rated fine in Toronto. 

“Caged” (WB) is in for nice week 
in Denver. “Good Humor Man” 
(Col) is not so good this session. 
“Golden Twenties’ (RKO) looks 
nice in Washington. 

“Love That Brute” (20th) shapes 
fat in Providence. “Secret Fury” . 
is doing okay in N. Y. 

“Iroquois Trail” (UA) is mild in 
Minneapolis while “Big Hangover” 
(M-G) is likewise in Montreal. 

“Love Happy” (UA) looms ro- 
bust in Washington. “Lawless” | 
(Par), okay in Cincy, shapes slow 
in NN. Y. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on | 


Pages 8-9) 
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+ Paramount and the Walter Reade 


circuit are engaged in a hot squab- 
ble over a price-cutting stunt pulled 
by the New Jersey chain in playing 
“Samson and Delilah,” the major’s 
current big entry. Par’s sales top- 
pers are considerably upset be- 
cause the film is playing widely in 
the Jersey sector, and a flock of 
protests over the Reade action has 
hit the major’s New York ex- 
change, registered by exhibs in the 
same territory. Price-cutting blow 
is all the sharper because theatres 
generally throughout the country 
have played the Cecil B. DeMille 
epic at upped admissions. 

What brought on the battle was 
the wide distribution by Reade- 


| hired crews of coupons which en- 


titled the holder to see “Samson” 
at one of three Jersey houses by 
paying the nominal sum of 25c. 
Reade crews, other exhibs charged, 
were sent into nabe towns for mass 
handouts to merchants and other 
potential disseminators of the cou- 
pons. Several exhibs griped to 
Par that these crews handed out 
the coupons in front of their thea- 
tres. 

In the light of the anti-trust di- 
price- 
fixing, Par is helpless to block the 

(Continued on page 6) 


Racetrack Not Only 
‘Unsound,’ It Hurts Biz, 


Omaha Exhib Charges 


Omaha, July 4. 

Ralph D. Goldberg, owner and 
operator of a chain of local down- 
town and neighborhood theatres, 
took a strong verbal fling at the 
Ak-Sar-Ben race track last week. 
In a lengthy letter which the 
World-Herald published, Goldberg 
charged the 34 days of racing in 
Omaha was unsound economically 





|a number of potential candidates and injurious to business generally. 


No one has raised a voice against 
the track except reformers, of 
whom it was exvected. Goldberg 
is the first business and theatre 
man to blast at the track, which 


(Continued on page 20) 
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‘Bride’ June B.O. Champ, ‘Annie’ Big 
2d: Caged, ‘Gunfighter’ Next Best 


“Father of the Bride” ‘(M-G) 
yarching up the boxoffice aisle to ! 
become a smash winner in VARIETY 
compilations for the month ot 
June. The fact that it was launched 
nationally in the month of wed- 
dings didn’t hurt it any, but the 
Spencer Tracy starrer appears so 
outstanding that it likely would 
have copped the laurels in almost 
any month. First-place winner 
three times and strong second- 
place favorite once, it is ringing up 
nearly $960,000 gross in cities cov- 
ered by VARIETY correspondents 1n 
some 24 key exchange communl- 


lies. “Bride” is topping off a bril- 
Jiant money record by coming 
through with six smash weeks at 


the mammoth N. Y. Music Hall 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” also 
from Metro. is a strong second, 
with “Caged” (WB) finishing third. 
Fourth place goes to “The Gun- 
fighter” (20th), attesting the con- 
tinued big marquee pull of Gregory 


Peck. “Night and City” (20th) is 

taking over fifth position. 
“Asphalt Jungle’ ‘(M-G) which 

got critical kudos, isn't showing 


enough to finish better than sixth. 
“Colt .45” (WB) is winding up in 
seventh slot. while “Love That 
Brute” (20th) is eighth “Secret 
Fury” (RKO) will take ninth-place 
coin 


“Rocketship X-M” (Lip), ‘“Rob- 
jnson Story” ‘EL) and “Comanche 
Territory” ‘U) round out the Gold- 
en Dozen, in that order ‘*Eagle 
and Hawk” (Par), “No Man of Own” 
(Par) and “Wagonmaster” (RKO) 


head the runnerup list in that se- 
quence, although none is doing es- 
pecially strong. “Comanche” 
fifth-place winner in May. 
Aside from “Gunfighter,” which 
promises to be heard from more in 
coming weeks, there aren't too 
many new strong pictures on the 
horizon, judging from initial play- 
‘Continued on page 10) 


Was 


De Rochemont Set to Start 
Shooting on 5006 ‘Whistle’ 
In New England in August 


Louis de Rochemont will start 
shooting in August on “The 
Whistle at Eaton Falls.” initial pic 
under his new Columbia financing 
and release deal. Film will be 
shot either in northern Maine or 
Portsmouth, N. H. It is budgeted 
at under $500,000. 

The story of a young union pres- 
ident who tries to keep a com- 


” 


munity from becoming a_ ghost 
town, it was suggested by Dr. 
Sterling Livingston, professor at 


the Harvard Graduate School 
Business Administration. He didn't 
know de Rochemont but just 
dropped into his office with the 
idea about a year ago. He and 
de Rochemont’s wife, Virginia 


Shaler, have been working on the, 


seript ever since and are now. 
zbout ready to go. 
Producer hopes to get under 


way with a second picture within 
a2 couple weeks of winding shoot- 
ing on the first. Film is “Dormi- 


torv Seven” (‘formerly “Prison 
Without Walls”), about a federal 
prison. It will be shot in Dan- 


bury, Conn., and.Seagoville, Tex. 


Also on de Rochemont's slate 
but not scheduled as yet is “Eu- 
yopean Edition,” story of Ameri- 
cans in Europe centered around 
the Paris edition of the New, York 
Herald Tribune. Script is being 
written by Paul Gallico. 

Still in the hazy stage is a plan 
by de Rochemont to make short 
documentary-type features for the 
Jower halves of double-bills. He'd 
use as story material articles from 
the Redders Digest. with which he 
has had a tieup since 1948. He 
has writers now trying to work up 
a couple scripts on this line. 


Astor's 3-Wk. Shutter 


Astor theatre. N. Y.. will shutter 
mext Wednesday (12) for three 
weeks, reopening Aug. 2 with Sam- 
uel Goldwyn's “Edge of 
Current pic, “Lawless” (Par), will 
continue until closing date. 

City Investing Co. house is the 
only major Broadway theatre to 
jake a hiatus this summer. Period 
will be used to make extensive al- 
terations to the front. lobby, rest 
rooms and interior appointments. 





is* 


of | 


Doom.” | 





> 

June’s Golden Dozen 
1. “Father of Bride’ (M-G). 
2. “Annie Get Gun” (M-G). 
3. “Caged” (WB). : 

4. “Gunfighter” (20th). 

5. “Night and City” (20th). 
6. “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G). 
7. “Colt .45” (WB). 

8. “Love That Brute” (20th). 
9. “Secret Fury” (RKO). 
10. “Rocketship X-M” ‘Lip). 
11. “Robinson Story” (EL). 
12. “Comanche Territory” ‘U). 


Pre-Releases 
Now an Abuse? 


New poser has cropped up to 
muddle the choppy course of exhib- 
distrib relations. Exhibs are now 
asking one more question, and that 
when does a series of pre-re- 
lease engagements become a gen- 
eral release? That question has 
been harrying distribs of late, since 
many exhibs are peeved over the 
attempt to pull a pic after it 
been given a flock of so-called pre- 
release bookings. 
Exhibs concede that a 

pre-release engagements are 
okay to test what a film can do 
boxoffice-wise. However, a num- 
ber of distribs have put a film 
through its paces in several hun- 
dred engagements, labelling all 
these playdates as pre-release. 
Threats have been voiced by exhibs 
to take the matter up with the 
Dept. of Justice as an alleged vio- 
lation of the consent decree. In 
one instance, that threat is known 
to have forced a distrib to change 
its labelling and test tactics. 

Main peeve comes from subse- 
quent-run houses. If a film is in 
general release, then a distrib must 
sell it down the line without shelv- 
ing after firstruns. That course of 








Is, 


has 


dozen or 


SO 


conduct is. required under the de-, 


cree which provides that every ex- 
hib has the right to buy a film for 
some run. Moreover, the conten- 
tion is voiced by complaining ex- 
hibs that reasonable’ clearance 
rules, also under the decree, are 
breached when a distrib plays first- 
run and then tables the feature tor 
a later date. 


USUAL SEASON UPSWING 
IN U. S. TAX RECEIPTS 


Washington, July 4. 
| Usual seasonal upswing in May 
tax receipts was reported by the 
Internal Revenue’ Bureau last 
, week. About 80° of the total is 
| estimated to come from motion pic- 
ture theatres. 


The 20°> admissions tax amount- 
ed to $30,227,056. This was nearly 
$3,000,000 above the preceding 
month, and just below the $30,440.- 
000, for May, 1949. There was 
even a rally in the 20°) bite on 
nitery tabs. Uncle Sam got $3,383.- 
1171, which bettered the $3,290,257 
of the previous month, although it 
did. not equal the $3,707,311 taken 
‘in May, 1949. 

The Third Internal Revenue Dis- 
trict of New York—which includes 
the Broadway sector—turned in a 
very strong $5,274,988 to the tax 
collector in May. It was an in- 
crease over the $5,130.491 of the 
preceding month. But nightclub 
business continued down. The tax 
receipts representing April  busi- 
ness was only $311,211, compared 
with $375,616 the previous month. 








Blumenstock to Chair 
Salute to Trade Press 


Mort Biumenstock, Warner Bros. 

ad-pub veepee, will chair a lunch- 
eon slated for the fall by the Asso- 
ciated Moiion Picture Advertisers, 
billed as a salute to the trade 
press. Affair is aimed at honoring 
trade press publishers, editors and 
staffers for cooperation with ad- 
pub activities of the film com- 
' panies. 
; Blumenstock, charter AMPA 
member, accepted the stint on in- 
vitation of Harry McWilliam, 
AMPA prexy. 


| 
| 


‘country. 


Douglas’ Outdoorer 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Kirk Douglas will make his 
debut in outdoor dramas in “The 
Travelers,” which will be the thir 
film under his new Warner pact. 
Anthony Veiller will produce 
from Walter Doniger’s screenplay. 


a 


Popkin Must Up Ante for UA Board OK 
On Control Deal: $1,000,000 Too Low 


based on Doniger’s own original 


yarn. 


Senate Will Open 


Streamline Tax 
Hearings Today 


Washington, July 4. 

The Senate Finance Committee 
opens hearings tomorrow (5) 
the House-approved excise tax re- 
duction measure, Chairman Wal- 
ter F. George (D., Ga.) announced 
vesterday (3). Sec. of the Treasury 
John Snyder will be the opening 
witness. 

In line with his previously stated 
determination to streamline the 
hearings, George told newsmen 
following a meeting of the com- 
mittee that witnesses would not be 
permitted to duplicate testimony 
given before the Ways and Means 
Committee earlier this year, and 
would be allowed to take the 
stand only if they have new evi- 
dence to present. This rule would 
be applied especially rigorously to 
statements on excise slashes, 
George added. 


Until the committee discloses 
which of the 80 witnesses who have 
requested to be heard will be in- 
vited to testify, the appearance of 
Abram F. Myers, tax committee 
chairman of Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations (COMPO), 
and Gael Sullivan in support of 
complete repeal of the 20° ad- 
missions levy must be classed as 
questionable, in light of this com- 
mittee agreement. Myers, out of 
the city for the July 4 holiday, was 
not available for comment on the 
possible effect of this decision. 

George said he hoped to com- 
plete the hearings by the end of 
next week, and have a bill ready 
for the Senate floor by July 20. 
Majority leader Scott Lueas (D., 
Ill.) has promised to bring the bill 
up for debate immediately follow- 
ing the disposal of the omnibus ap- 
propriations measure, George said. 
Consideration of the overall money 
bill begins next week, and Lucas 
thinks it can be completed in a 
week. George added. In view of 
the 21 days of debate taken by 
the House on this bill, under rules 
which restrict the amount of ora- 
tory. as opposed to the unlimited 
debate procedure in the Senate, 
appears to be somewhat optimis- 
tic. 





on 


Concerning the length of time. 


that would be required to wind up 
the tax bill, George said it depend- 
ed largely on how anxious the 


‘(Continued on page 6) 


Two of Big Five Left On 
Newsreel Documentary; 
20th Maps Its ‘Farewell’ 


Disclosure this week of 20th-Fox 
plans to release a feature-length 
documentary compiled of newsreel 
clippings during the last 30 vears, 
leaves only two companies among 
the Big Five which have vet to try 
it. RKO had its “Golden Twen- 
ties,” produced by March of Time, 
while Warners has only recently re- 
leased its “50 Years Before. Your 
Eyes,” leaving only Metro and Par- 
amount still to be heard from. In 
addition, Universal, which has one 
of the five major newsreels, is also 
in a position to compile such a 
reel. 

Situation is believed to mark the 
first instance of a “cycle” of pic- 





tures not produced from a strictly | 


entertainment standpoint, and _ it 
originated for the same reason as 
most cycles in the industry. First 
ones did good business, leading the 


other companies to follow suit. | 
Thus, “Twenties,” preeming at the 
Astor, N. Y., for showease_ pur- 


poses, racked up good grosses and 
is now doing well on general re- 
lease playdates throughout the 


doing acceptably in New York 
newsreel houses and in the other 
dates it’s played so far. Since both 
the Warner and 20th films deal 


(Continued on page 10) 


WB’s “50 Years” is now | 


i 





To End All Schnozzes 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Stanley Kramer figures that 
the design and execution of the 
nose that Jose Ferrer will wear 
in “Cyrano de Bergerac” cost a 
total of about $4,000. It took 
weeks of experimentation by 
the makeup department, plus 
the free services of plastic sur- 
geon Harold M. Holden as 
technical adviser. Dr. Holden 
authored a book called “Noses.” 

Ferrer tried out the king- 
sized proboscis by walking out- 
side the studio with it on and 
with a pretty studio secretary 
on his arm. Startling thing 
was that no one even turned 
around to look. 








Schlaifer Sales 
Rep for Rathvon 


L. Jack Schlaifer 
desk, but 
pletely changed status. 


back at 
in a com- 
Schlaifer, 
who served as asst. sales chief 


is an 


Eagle Lion 


for 
EL until the company opened mer- 
ger maneuvers With Film Classics, 
has been named sales rep for N. 
Peter Rathvon’s Motion Picture 
Capital Corp. In his new job, 
Schlaifer will pass on sales con- 
tracts made by EL with exhibs in 


booking pix bankrolled by Rath- 
von. 

Sales exec was handed his new 
post following huddles with Rath- 


von on the Coast. He will make his 
h.q. in EL’s homeoffice. Company 
is currently releasing five films 
turned out by Rathvon with one 
more completed and two now be- 
fore the cameras. 

Schlaifer, who has formed his 
own company, is free to take on 
other film accounts besides that of 
Rathvon. He plans setting up field 
offices in Chicago, Dallas and San 
Francisco. 

Rathvon pix making the rounds 
are “Destination Moon,” “7 
downers,” “The Great Rupert.” 
“The Torch” and “High Lonesome.” 
“The Sun Sets at Dawn” is in the 
can awaiting release. 


BRACKEN INTO FILM 





| 


| 


PRODUCTION; TO DO 5 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Eddie Bracken has taken 
ownership of Major Productions, 
organized three vears ago by Ira 
Niekerson, and will produce inde- 
pendently five pix under the Major 
banner. It's in no way connected 
wifh Bracken Productions, Inc., 
which is strictly video. 
Takeoff will be “A Boy. A Girl, 


over 


_A Shotgun,” which Major owned. 


Bracken will star as well as pro- 
duce. Also slated are a pair of 
baseball pix, one slated for Dallas 
lensing, other being story of Ty 
Cobb. Bracken is in Dallas, hud- 
dling with backers there. 





N. Y. to Europe 


Anna Maria Alberghetti 
Binnie Barnes 
Milton Biow 
Anatole Chujoy 
Mildred Dilling 
Mrs. Hayes Goetz 
Angela Lansbury 
Irving Lesser 
Howard Lindsay 
William C. MacMillen 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Jo Mielziner 
Nathan Millstein 
John B. Nathan 
Floyd B. Odlum 
Alexander Paal 
Ann Pinkus 

Sam L. Seidelman 
Peter Shaw 
Leonard Smith 
Ezra Stone 

Fd Sullivan 
Jacques Tourneur 
Hal Wallis 

Edward A. Wright 


Europe to N. Y. 
Eddie Cantor 
Duke Ellington 
Samuel Goldwyn 
Isaac Stern 


+ Cost to Harry Popkin of assuring 


continued operation of United Art- 
ists under present conditions, if 
his deal for acquisition of control 
goes through, will be about $800.- 
000 a year. That’s what the com- 
pany is currently losing. 

Management maintains, however, 
that that loss can be slashed con- 
siderably by certain economies it 
has in mind the moment the future 
of the firm is stabilized. Loss fig- 
ures are based on current weekly 
operating cost of about $85.000. 
President Grad Sears is understood 
to maintain he can slice that by 
better than $5,000 when the time 
is ripe. 

Present weekly income run- 
ning about $70,000, making a defi- 
cit of $15,000. That’s an average 
figure, the actual amounts of cost 
and income both being flexible, so 
that losses vary from $10,000 to 
$20,000 weekly. 

In addition to cutting overhead, 
UA is counting on Stanley Kra- 
mer’s “The Men” to do top busi- 
ness and a few other pix coming 
up to hit moderately strong grosses. 
That will increase revenues and 
further cut the gap between outlay 
and income. Last year the com- 
pany ended up in the black on the 
strength of only three pictures— 
“Champion,” “Home of the Brave” 
and Abbott & Costello's “Africa 
Screams.” 


is 


Popkin’s continued efforts to gain 
control of the company via the 
60°o of its stock now in the treas- 
ury are based on the loss figures 
cited above. . Deal he proposes calls 
for him to guarantee continued op- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Pix May Be Contributing 
Factor in Juve Problems, 
Says British Govt. Report 


Washington. July 4. 

Motion pictures aren't a prime 
factor in contributing to juvenile 
delinquency but are perhaps a con- 
tributing factor, according to a re- 
port issued by the Departmental 
Committee on Children and the 
Cinema, appointed by the British 
government, 

Report is discussed in a paper 
by Nathan D. Golden, chief of the 
U. S. Commerce Dept. motion pic- 
ture division. The British survey 
found that nine out of 10 school- 
age children in Britain go to films 
occasionally and that more than 
half of them attend at least once 
a week, 

The Departmental Commitiee, 
claiming that the present method 
is unsatistactory, wants a classifi- 
cation for films shown at children’s 
exhibition and those preferabie for 
family entertainment. Especially 
commended in the report were the 
children’s film clubs, mainly oper- 
ated by the J. Arthur Rank Organi- 
zation, which recently announced it 
was dropping production of special 





‘children’s films in the interest of 
economy. However, there is a con- 
siderable supply of pictures on 


hand, so there will be no move to 
abolish the clubs at this time. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Richard Day 
Dave Diamond 
Dick Haymes 
Danny Kaye 
Gene Lester 
Robert Q. Lewis 
Arnold North 
Alfred Palea 
Susan Peters 
Sam Prager 
Peter Price 
Anne Revere 
Ruth Roman 
Zachary Scott 
Charles P. Skouras 
James Whitmore 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ed Cashman 

Vie Damone 
Mike Frankovich 
J.J. Felder 
Benny Goodman 
Jennifer Jones 
Bill Lyon 

Bill Miller 
George Nichols 
Victor Pahlen 
Milton Pickman 
Artur Rubinstein 
David O. Selznick 
Dave Taps 
Edwin B. Willis 
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THREATEN D.C. 


FC Creditors Assignment a Planned AX | Bo PHARET 


Maneuver to Cut Snarl on EL Merger 


The Eagle Lion-Film Classics + 
merger has not been dumped de-_| 
spite the assignment for the bene- | 
At of creditors made by Joseph | 
Bernhard, FC topper, in behalf of | 
his outfit last week. Legal action 
taken by Bernhard is intended to 
cut through a mountain of diffi- 
culties which halted all efforts of 
the two companies to fuse their | 
product. It wasedone on pre-ar-| 
rangement of the two distribs after | 
a meeting last week on advice of 
FC-EL attorneys. 

As a result of the step, Bernhard | 
is still expected to wind up with | 
some stock interest in Eagle Lion.) 
Classics, the new company which the film 
is acting informally. Originally, | “force” 
the FC chief was to get 25°% of| 
the shares, with EL taking 50% | 


: : Papel | 
and outside capital the remaining | 


25°>. Understood now that Bern- | 

hard will probably get a smaller} Some cases and, if nothing 

slice, but just what amount remains; else,” bulletin states, “you will 

in doubt. | get some laughs watching 
After protracted negotiations, FC | these babies squirm.” 

had found itself unable to win the 

necessary approvals from individ- 


al producers. It also could not “IVI | 9 (| a 
suis the Chemical Bank & Trust’ MONOPOLY UlaliM 
On Poster Ads 





Some Laughs, Yet 
Minneapolis, July 4. 

Minnesota exhibs might not 
be able to stop alleged illegal 
“forcing” of product by dis- 
tribs, but they'll at least have 
fun trying, if they follow the 
suggestion of North Central 
Allied. 

Since the branch manager’s 
defense against “forcing” gen- 
erally is that it’s done by the 
salesmen without his knowl- 
edge, NCA suggests in a bulle- 
tin that the next time one of 

peddlers tries to 
product, the exhib 
pick up the phone in the sales- 
man’s presence and call the 
branch manager. 

“This as proved effective in 


| 
' 
| 
| 








000,000 on certain films released | 
by FC. The drastic step taken by | 
FC presents the issue sharply to 
these dissidents and poses to some 
of them the possibility of taking a | 
financial loss if they do not now 
give their consent to a merger. 
this estimate on the part of Lucas | 
For his part, Irving Kaufman, | Philadelphia, July 4 
newly-named assignee of FC assets, ; : er 
is reported ready to direct his ef- Seventeen motion picture dis- 
forts towards effecting the merger. tributors and producers and a the- 
Kaufman is close to Bernhard since atrical poster firm were accused 


(Continued on page 18) ,of “monopolizing” the poster and 
( > 





'filed Friday (30) in U. S. district 
court here. 
The suits were filed by Benjamin 


Paal Prepping Nijinsky 
- . |Siegel, trading as the Theatre Ad- 
Film Abroad Next Year; |vertising Co., of Washington; Jay 
e e ° Schrader, trading as the Charlotte 
Talking Dietrich Deal Poster Exchange, Charlotte, N. C., 
|and Morris J. Lipp, trading as the 
Midwestern Poster Exchange of 





Indie producer Alexander Paal, 
prior to planing to Europe today | : 
(Wed.), confirmed reports that he Magen it - treble @ es 
plans to film the life of Vaslav | d e sults — a. e Poorevens 
Nijinsky, celebrated ballet dancer | 32 see siren = or oo — ef 
who died in London last April. Listie”” ee Pte rs seadiaa 
Picture, he said, will go before the | P® rons Page a ae or r 
cameras next year in London and ges ° emt 4 bt set, “9 
Paris. To be lensed in color, it will r vow Sees r oy ng the 
star Hareourt Algeranoff, a star of | Alt S or ar orteg The pl intiffs 
the Champs Elysees Ballet. py Boe Ber he William x 

in a four-week stay abroad, Paal | Geew Philadel hia Pode ; 
w ill confer with the oldtime danc- | The snintifte allege that the 17 
ers widow, Mme. Romola Nijinsky,  seadtiotes and orl “on- 
suet Previously she had | tered into an agreement with the 

en a book which traced her, 


husband's career up to 1934, and (Continued on page 10) 
is now engaged in authoring a sec- 





~—TIEAN SELLING 


| Exhibs’ squawks on “forcing” of 
product by distribs are reportedly 





| various organizations with increas- 


|ing frequency, and may lead to} 
Some dis- | 


| Dept. of Justice action. 
| tribution toppers, queried in New 
York, admitted privately that 
“forcing” exists. 
are doing everything in their 
power to stop it, but that it is al- 
most impossible to control. 

“Forcing” is the effort of a dis- 
trib to sell an exhib one or more 
pix he doesn’t want in order for him 
to get the one he wants. It’s con- 
trary to clauses of the various anti- 
trust decrees, providing that films 
must be sold individually and that 
sale of one cannot be conditioned 
on purchase of another. 

North Central Allied, headquar- 
| tered in Minneapolis, has taken the 
| strongest step yet by exhibs to end 





| the practice, by officially bringing 


|it to the attention of the D. of J. 


| It sent its members last week an 


affidavit form on which to report 
any attempt at “forcing.” 
Forms Sent Out 

Forms, when filled out, will be 

forwarded to Abram F. Myers, 

board chairman and general coun- 

sel of Allied, in Washington. He’ll 





In Philly Suit 


| sales 
| name), representing the (name of 
| distrib) called on me and tried to 
| sell me some pictures. I offered to 
| trailer advertising business in suits | buy (names of pictures), but was 
| told by Mr. — 
| have to buy (names of pictures 
'forced) or we could not get the 


| 








Ond volume that will touch upcon | > o 
the remainder of his life. Simon & Youngstein Choice Ends 


Schuster is scheduled to bring the 
tome out in the fall. 


Paal holds the film rights to the | 


dancer’s life by virtue of a deal 
inked with Mrs. Nijinsky several 
years ago. Upcoming biopic, he 
Said, will be “European financed.” 
(Continued on page 20) 


MacMillen Europe Quickie 
Seen for Production Deal 


With a temporary halt called to 
the merger dickerings of Eagle 
Lion and Film Classics by reason 
of the latter company’s assignment 
for the benefit of creditors, William 





C. MacMillen, EL’s exec veepee | 


and prez of Eagle Lion Classics, is 
planing to Europe for a quickie 
Visit. MacMillen will be accom- 
panied by Sam Seidelman, EL’s 
foreign dept. chief. Duo leave to- 
morrow (Thurs.), 
While purpose of the trip is 
secret, it's believed that an impor- 
lant overseas production deal is in 
the making. Seidelman will re- 
main abroad two or three weeks. 
First destination point is Paris. 
Shortly after MacMillen returns 
to the U. S., he will shove off for 
the Coast to review the situation 
So far as the EL lot is concerned. 
~xec will determine whether to 
Seek a purchaser for the studio or 
Rive his company the gun to shoot 
PIx On the lot. EL dropped mak- 
ing its own pix several years ago. 


Talk of Switch to Indie 


Election of Max E. Youngstein, 
Paramount's 
veepee and board member of Para- 
mount Film Distributing Corp., 
company’s sales subsid, puts to rest 
(rumors that Youngstein plans to 
leave the major .on favor of indie 
production activities. Promotion 
of the ad-pub chief, announced 
jointly by Barney Balaban, prez of 
be: parent org, and Alfred W. 


Schwalberg, ditto for the distrib | 


| company, is regarded as a vote of 


| confidence. Youngstein has been 
with Par for the past year, com- 
ing over from the same notch in 
Eagle Lion. 

To add importance to the move, 
Balaban hosted Youngstein last 
week at a 2l-club luncheon. Par’s 
top execs and Youngstein’s aides 
attended the fete. 


Chi ‘Shoes’ Bidding Plan 


Chicago, July 4. 





Eagle-Lion Classics has thrown | 
that Odlum may try to throw a 
‘legal block in the way of a trans- | t | 
In | he still has “a preferential right tryst suit and sales matters gen- 


'“Red Shoes” into competitive bid- 
| ding for first subsequent runs here. 
Pic closed its pop-priced firstrun at 
_Loop theatre four weeks ago, and 
‘demand has been so great, ELC 
‘has decided to abandon usual ne- 
'gotiation procedure in favor of bid- 
|ding. Exchange will continue to 
‘negotiate on all other pix. 

| Film will probably play first day- 
and-date in 18 houses, 


ad-pub director, as} 


Brandt-Hughes Discount Odlum's 
Prior Option on RKO Theatres sss. stow. s,erstet 2c 


hand them over to the govern- 


| ment’s trust-busters wth a.demand 


for action. 

Body of the affidavit form 
states: “On or about the (date), a 
representative (salesman’s 


that I would 





pictures we offered to buy.” 
NCA declares that “not all com- 
panies are guilty of this practice 
(forcing), but the great* majority of 
them are at it all the time. And 
as a general rule the smaller the 
company and the lousier the prod- 


(Continued on page 21) 


‘SAMSON’ BREAKING 7 
_ BULWARK IN CHI INDIES 


Chicago, July 4. 

Illinois indie houses, bulwark 
against percentage pix, have been 
penetrated with the first subse- 
quent run Friday (7) of “Samson 
and Delilah.” Film opens day-and- 
date at 15 to 20 outlying houses on 
a straight 50-50 percentage deal 
with Paramount. 

Action deals a heavy blow to 
Allied Theatres of Illinois, which 
stands against percentage terms. 
Allied is further alarmed by the 
jlarge number of exhibs who are 
Showing the film. 











ON ‘FORCING 





SUIT 





coming into headquarters of their | 


They said they | 


Allied’s Offensive to Call Salesmen's 
‘Bluffs’ on Film Percentage Demands 


+ National Allied, continuing its 
fight against percentage films, is 

Other Fellow’s Yard | using its personal commitments 
Chicago, July 4. | from all major company sales man- 

Asked whether a board meet- | agers permitting certain flat ren- 
ing of Allied Theatres of Illi- | tal deals as a wedge to outlaw all 
nois had discussed percentage | so-called “must percentage.” In 
deals last week, an Allied bulletins mailed by the Allied 
topper quipped: Caravan to exhibitors throughout 
“The way business is today, the country, the exhib organization 
we wouldn’t mind having per- | warned its members against letting 
centage deals ourselves some- field salesmen or branch managers 











times.” “bluff” them into buying films on 
percentage. 

Noting that memos of the sales 

managers’ commitments on flat 

Saranac Hosp In deals had been mailed to all 

branch managers, Allied declared: 





“If your theatre is one of those in- 
cluded in the classification, the 
sales policy has definitely and posi- 
tively been laid down by the Big 
Boss of the salesman who visits 


° a 
Middle Again Of 
* A ns ‘ 
Financing Muddle it secst Biers ino pon 


more.” Commitments from the 

ae sales chiefs were obtained by Al- 
Tussle has developed between jied’s percentage committee in 
Variety Club’s Will Rogers Hos-) visits to the Big 8 homeoffices in 
pital committee and the New York! N. Y. three times during the last 
tent over financing and operating T ieandiad > seek elite 
pate ‘ ermi nibs 
pic ag = . yy ergy ind to buy on flat terms, for the most 
reps of the two groups slated to part, are based on the ae Pi 
be held in the next few days, is gross of each company’s top films 
expected merely re still Susther in theatres. Columbia sales veepee 
roil the already troubled waters. | 4¢ ee for pisces Me nes 
Hospital’s finance committee, | Zone o ge -” = tae ing tat 
headed by Columbia v.p. Abe Mon- | te Sore. Carat, ee ee Se 
tague, has been asking for some | terms where the average gross _ 
months that the new Variety Club| Col’s A films was $300 or less, 
tent in New York adopt the sana- with the possible exclusion of 8 
torium as its major charity. Tent, Picture or pictures from outside 
nixed the request at a session with | tn seonagy al By er gh tga = 
the hospital committee June 1. | Veepee Andy W. Smith, Jr., on the 
Asked to reconsider, the New | other hand, would make no definite 


York group is reportedly ready to commitments but the committee 
‘ (Continued on page 20) 


come to the next meeting with a) 
proposal that it will consent to! al 

adopt the hospital as its major 

charity if management is put in its New Blumberg Pact Cued 
hands. Montague’s committee is 


understood virtually certain to nix | To Directors Approval 
such a plan. ’ ° ° 
Of U’s Growing Profits 


Cost of maintenance of the in- 
stitution, operation of which was : 
taken over by Variety International| Awarding of a new longterm con- 
a year ago, is about $150,000 an- tract to Nate J. Blumberg, Uni- 
nually, Finance committee pro- | Versal’s prez, by the major’s board 
posed some months ago that the |is intended to dramatize the di- 
New York tent, if it accepted the | rectors’ satisfaction with the com- 





- 


hospital as its principal charity, 
(Continued on page 10) 


Soule to Head Pictorial 
Subsid of Eagle Lion 


Frank Soule, office and ex- 
changes chief for Eagle Lion, is 





moving over to Pictorial Films to | 
take over supervision of that unit’s | 


operations. 





Pictorial is the 16m | cut, 


pany’s growing profits. Vote of con- 
fidence in the Blumberg adminis- 
tration is pointed up all the more 
because no action will be taken, 
for the time being, on new tickets 
for other U toppers. All contracts 
expired in 1948 and were renewed, 
with pay cuts, from year-to-year. 

Blumberg is getting a flat sum 
yearly, believed to be in the neigh- 
borhood of $117,000, the amount 
paid to him before the last pay 
which brought his stipend 





subsid of EL. ‘down to $85,000. Unlike his last 
Soule succeeds George Bonwick | ticket, this pact doesn’t provide 


|in the Pictorial job. Bonwick has for a profit-sharing bonus. Report- 


exited the company. edly, the U prez didn’t ask for a 


percentage slice, being content 





Floyd B. Odlum’s longstanding 


! with the contention that his option | 


with the terms as drafted by the 
board. 

Vote of confidence in Blumberg 
is timed with a rising graph of 
profits for the company, Now in its 





(Continued on page 18) 





option to the Howard Hughes’ con- | expired a long time ago. J 
trolling interest in the RKO The-| Promised signed memo from) Morgan, Ex Par Lawyer, 


atres circuit may still block a sale | Hughes to Brandt confirming the | 


of those shares to anyone but the 


| Atlas Corp. chief. Despite the con- | 
|'made by the Brandt syndicate, the | 


‘tention of Hughes that the Odlum 


option expired when he refused to) | 
' which must now be studied. Meet- | field 
Fox - Cliff , : 
| Work group, Odlum still claims his | 
Atlas | 
stand to) 
| Variety last week before embark- 


meet an offer last year by the 
Stanley Meyer- Matty 


|right to buy out Hughes. 
|topper reiterated his 


|ing for Europe. 


fer of RKO to a third person. 


ithere are plenty of complexities 
Hughes recognizes the possibility which must be ironed. | 


Back Into Legal Field 


Richard Morgan, former Para- 
mount attorney, who later Switched 
to exhibition, is back in the legal 


ing of Brandt participants is slated | Levoy ie ian Gentes 
for tomorrow (Thurs.) when a re- | Hollywood ; 


" | With Morgan’s back- 
ply a ices “oil we aunea ee in the exhib-distrib field, 


vigorously, it is said. Concededly, | tg rte tg aaa Coast exhibs in 
Attorney is the son of Oscar 
- ats | Morgan, short subjects sales chief 
Preferential Right ‘at Par. While with Par Morgan 
Odlum declared last week that was active in the Government anti- 


deal arrived last week in New| 
York. In answer to the proposals 


memo proffered counter-proposals | 


the current hot negotiations being |under the original stock sale to. erally. He left the company in 1949 
pressed by a syndicate which cir- | Hughes whereby I can buy back the | tg take over operation of a theatre 


cuit op Harry’ Brandt 


Hughes at the outset gave Brandt|to put them up for sale.” 
an indemnity against Odlum on any ty . 
The | exercise that privilege. Such a de-| Levoy & Spar handle. While mov- 


deal that might be inked. 


heads, | RKO theatres when Hughes decides | jn Watertown, N. Y. 


: . He de-| Morgan will also take in active 
clined to predict whether he would | part in television production which 


Brandt forces are inclined to dis-| cision, Odlum added, will be made - to the Coast, he retains his in- 


icount the threat posed by Odlum 


(Continued on page 18) terest in the Watertown theatre. 
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Keen Exhib Interest in Theatre TV 


Cued by NTC Bid for FCC Hearing 


Washington, July 4. * 


Keen interest on the part of ex- 
hibitors in possibilities of theatre 
television prompted National The- 
atre Corp. last week to request 
participation, separately from _ its 
20th-Fox parent, in forthcoming 
hearings before the Federal Com- 


munications Commission. Nation- 
al. through its subsidiaries, owns 
580 theatres with an aggregate 


seating capacity of 545,000. 

National told the Commission it 
eriginally intended to be repre- 
sented by Fox. but it has now de- 
cided to present its own witnesses 
to introduce in evidence “critical 
data” it has available which it be- 
lieves will assist the agency in de- 
ciding the issues regarding theatre 
tele. NTC said it has come to this 
conclusion primarily because of its 
direct relationship to the so-called 
Los Angeles Plan proposed by Fox 
for setting up a theatre video serv- 
ice to a group of 24 theatres in the 
L. A. area. 

Furthermore, said National, since 
it represents a “substantial seg- 
ment” of the theatre industry, it 
believes “it should formally and 
independently state its interest in 
the allocation of frequencies and 
the promulgation of rules and regu- 
lations for a _ theatre’ television 
service rather than participate in- 
directly.”” Firm said its testimony 
would concern itself with the non- 
technical phases of theatre tele, 

‘Only Feasible Method’ 

National said its long experience 
in show business and “careful and 
practical analysis of the prospec- 
tive impact of the new art of tele- 
vision on our way of life and man- 
ner of living leads it to the conclu- 
sion that theatre television is the 
only feasible method by which the 
public demand and desire for su- 
perior television entertainment can 
be met and satisfied. Only by the 
institution of such a service can 

(Continued on page 55) 


Layoffs Barred Before 
Completion of H’wood 
Freelance Thesp Roles 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Freelance actors have continuous 
employment until they finish their 





roles and must be paid on that | €Ss being ratked up in eight key | 


basis, according to a ruling just 
made in an arbitration decision. 
Award of $5,625 was given to an 
actor in a test case after a two-to- 
-one vote of three arbitrators. 
Player began work Nov. 29 and 
was closed out Dec. 11, 1949. He 
was called back for more work 
from Jan. 10 through 18. Studie 
claimed that added work was an ex- 
ception to the basic agreement with 
the Screen Actors Guild. 





Vet George Kelly Quits 
Warner’s Jersey Circuit 
Newark, N. J., July 4. 

George Kelly, with Warner's Jer- 
sey circuit since 1926, resigned as 
the loop’s ad-pub chief effective 
Saturday (1). 

For the past six vears, Kelly was 
ad director and also personally op- 
erated Warner’s Stanley, Jersey 
City, and Branford, in Newark. He 
has no immediate plans. 


| 
| 


Wallis Calls New 
Par Pact ‘Flexible 


New Wallis-Hazen, Inc., pact 
with Paramount is a flexible ar- 
rangement which calls for no spe- 
cific annual film output, Hal Wallis 
revealed in New York Friday (30), 
before sailing for Europe on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam. Renewal deal, 
he added, is “substantially” the 
same as the old one which saw 12 
pictures delivered for Par release. 

While abroad, Wallis will 0.0 
Paris as a locale for his upcoming 
“My Friend Irma Goes Abroad,” 
and also will serutinize British 
studio space to shoot a film version 
of “Son and Stranger,’ new book 
by David Lloyd which he recently 
acquired. It’s scheduled to go be- 
fore the cameras next spring. A 
British writer may do the adapta- 
tation and a Briton may direct. 

Before returning to the U. S. in 
September, Wallis will attend the 
Venice Film festival where Par has 
entered his Joan Fontaine-Joseph 
Cotten starrer, “September Af-| 
fair.” Wallis- Hazen fall- winter 
production slate, the exec dis- 
closed, provides for four pictures. 
| These include “The Stooge,” Dean 
| Martin-Jerry Lewis starrer; ‘Night 
Man,” with Burt Lancaster; “The 
Sound of Years,” to be directed by 
Robert Rossen, and “Quantrell’s 
Raiders” to star Charlton Heston. 

Meanwhile, the firm’s latest re- 
lease, “My Friend Irma _ Goes 
West,” reportedly is running 220 
ahead of its predecessor, “My 
Friend Irma,” with capacity busi- 


| locations Accompanying Wallis 
on his European junket are his 
' wife, the former Louise Fazenda, 
and their son, Brent. 





No Stay From High Court 
To Warners, Loew’s, 20th 


Washington, July 4. 
Loew's and 20th-Fox 


| 


Warners, 


Quick Promotion 
Hollywood, July 4. 
To get in the mood for his 
newsman role in Paramount’s 
upcoming “Ace in the Hole,” 
Kirk Douglas became a staff re- 
porter on the Los Angeles 


Allied to Pitch TY 





Herald-Express last week. 

In typical film fashion, Doug- 
las zoomed through his _ap- 
prenticeship in three editions | 
and got a byline in the fourth. | 











Par-Reade 
= Continued from page 





3 =—— 


action. Licensing contracts, of 
course, do not fix the theatre scale. 
While Par is getting 70% rental 


generally, naturally that must de- 
pend solely on the theatre’s gross 
in most instances where no mini- 
mum is set. It is believed Par had 
this sort of deal with Reade. 

Coupon reads as follows: “This 
coupon and 25c will admit you 
during the engagement of ‘Samson 
and Delilah’ in the following Wal- 
ter Reade Theatres—Strand, Red 
Bank, June 21-24; Strand, Long 
Branch, June 21-24; Strand, Free- 
hold, June 20-22, Use this coupon 
and 25c¢ to prove movies are better 
than ever at a Walter Reade thea- 
tre.” 

All three houses are firstruns in 
important towns. Moreover, Par 
apparently had no warning of the 
stunt, since advance ads on the pic 
stated the tab to be 50c for mati- 
nees and $1 curing evenings. That 
scale held except for those appear- 
ing with the coupons, of which 
there were plenty floating around. 

While a flock of exhibs descend- 
ed on the Par exchange in protest, 
most of these theatre men realized 
that the major did not countenance 
the price-slash. Hence, there was 
no disposition evidenced to take it 
out on the distrib. At the same! 
time, exhibs feared the Reade 
move might be the first develop- 
ment in all-out price cutting. 

Par, for its part. fears the spread 
of the practice elsewhere. Com- 
pany cannot take any tangible step 
to halt the habit without flirting 
with a Government crackdown. 














Tax Hearings 


Continued from page 4 jaa 








Senate members are to adjourn. 
If they are in a hurry to get home, 
, it shouldn't take too long to 
_the bill to a vote, he ventured. 


Asked whether the Korean crisis 
|} would affect the enactment of the 
'bill, George said the committee 
_plans to go ahead with considera- 
/tion of the measure in a normal 
/manner. If developments in the 
international crisis are such that 
changes will be required, there 
will be plenty of time before final 
enactment of the bill to make 
‘them. In the meantime, he said, 
the committee is taking a wait- 


Free-| got no stay of the anti-trust judg- and-see attitude and will proceed 


lancer wound up getting full pay ment last-week from the Supreme With the bill as it now stands. 


from Nov. 29 through Jan. 18. Ar- 
bitrators were Martin Gang, for 
SAG; George F. Wasson, Jr., 


impartial. 


O’Brien Sees Theatre TV 





As Attendance Draw 


San Franciseo, July 4. 
Robert H. O’Brien, United Par- 
amount Theatres exec, addressed a 
large group of local exhibitors last 
week. He analyzed the potentiali- 
ties of theatre television as the 


means of enhancing future theatre | 


attendance, as well as a force in 


the fields of education, music, poli- 


tics and international re!ations. 


would serve the same purpose that 
star appearances, name 


tions. 


from stage shows. 


Hughes’ Own Blimp 


Hollywood, July 4. 





Howard Hughes has a blimp fiy- 
ing the coastline here advertising 
crowds at 
Banners on each side 
read “barred trom screen for three 


“Outlaw” 
beaches. 


to holiday 


years. It’s coming back again.’ 


Film currently is playing subse- 
quent bookings in Hollywood and now shooting at the eompany’s St. 


in Southern California. 
Blimp rental 


bands, | rat 
vaudeville and amateur shows now |, \ Je 


Court. Chief Justice Fred M. Vin- 
son, who handled the petitions, re- 


request next fall that it reconsider 
and hear an appeal. Z 

| ' Thus, time begins to run this 
week on the New York trial court’s 
order that the three majors each 
submit a plan of divorcement with- 
‘in six months and a plan of divesti- 
‘ture of theatres in closed situa- 
|tions within one year. 

| Chief Justice Vinson pointed out 
| to the film companies, however, 
| that there remained one possibility 
,of a stay later on. He pointed to 
| the case of Zap vs. U. S. In that 
| case a mandate was issued and time 
began to run. Then the Supreme 


‘| the mandate previously issued. 
this 
| one-in-a-1,000 shot. 


refusing to hear an appeal. 





| 


| Quebec Bilingual In 


Pc: . |Court reversed itself and agreed 
O’Brien declared that theatre TV ‘to hear an appeal: it also recalled 


could happen to 


serve, to supplement film attrac- | Loew's, Warners and 20th, it is a| 


He said that motion picture 
producers would also benefit from | 
theatre TV as they do currently 


This situation was clearly rec- 
ognized last week by the COMPO 


; sson for fused to grant them extra time un-| (Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
the studio, and Benjamin Aaron, til the full high court decides their zatiens) taxation and 


legislation 
committee at its meeting here. The 
session planned strategy to con- 
vinee the Senate that a reduction 
of the admissions tax from 20°% 
to 10° wasn’t sufficient, and that 
the entire bite should be elimin- 
ated from general admissions. 
Nevertheless, at least one member 


admitted afterwards that the pos-, 


| sibility of international develop- 


ments upsetting the tax applecart | 
was strongly in the mind of those 


at the COMPO huddle. 


the office of its chairman, Abram 
F. Myers, and decided on the fol- 
| lowing: 

| To push for complete repeal of 
the admissions tax. 


To request that the Senate Fi- 


Supreme Court nance Committee hear both Myers 
|almost never reverses itself after and Gael Sullivan, of TOA, as its' 
Committee | 


| spokesmen. Senate 
| notified COMPO that it would be 
| permitted time for only one wit- 
ness. However, the Finance Com- 


Action With Dupuis, Roc mittee is being asked to divide that 


Montreal, July 4. 


Rene Dary. 


Hyacinthe studios. 


Film production is perking here | 
with the arrival of Patricia Roc and tions in every area of the U. S. 
Paul Dupuis, who will appear in and suggest that small delegations | 
a bilingual picture being made by of theatreowners come from each 
Quebec Productions Corp. Also in | state personally to buttonhole their | 
the cast is French actor-producer Senators, because personal 


= Final title for port of its 
isn’t charged to the English counterpart hasn’t been COMPO files and to request re- 


time between Myers and Sullivan. 
To contact exhibitor organiza- 


views make a deeper impression 


French version, “Son Copain,” is than letters. 


To prepare a comprehensive re- 
operations for the 


RKO. It’s Hughes’ personal enter- definitely selected, but a working poris for inclusion from the 34 


prise to promote the film. 


‘tag is “Buddies,” 


jarea chairmen, 


| 


get | 


| The COMPO committee. met in. 


inter-— 


Trailerizng 


Of Pix While Nixing Films on Video 





Par Plugs ‘Eagle’ On 
85 Radio-TV Stations 


To beat the drums for its newly- 


Hawk,” Paramount took to 85 radio 
and television stations over the 
past five days in a combo film and 
radio transcription plug running 50 
seconds. Trailer featured John 
Payne, star of the film, and was 
filmed and recorded in a commer- 
cial tieup with Chesterfield ciga- 
rets. 

Both radio and telecasts 
aired during a series of 
league ball games in New 
Washington, Chicago and 
other midwest cities. 


‘Treasure Hunts 
For Disney ‘Island 


RKO is prepping a 5l-city pro- 
motion campaign for Walt Disney's 
“Treasure Island” which will fea- 
ture local “treasure hunts” for mer- 
chandise amounting to $500,000. 
The film tees off in the east July 
20, in the midwest July 27 and on 
the Coast Aug. 3, playing 90 initial 
dates in all. 


were 
major- 
York, 
some 





Treasure hunts are tieups with 


local newspapers and a number of 
local merchants. Newspaper in 
each city will provide publicity and 
on day of hunt distribute paper 
keys—over 16,000,000 in all—which 
enable bearer to compete for a real 


key to a padlocked chest at any of | 


a number of local merchants who 
tie in with the campaign. These 
chests contain envelopes which tell 
the bearer what prize he has won. 
Prizes, which range from radios to 
refrigerators to one Jeepster in 


each city, are claimed at the the- | 


atre playing the pic. 

To tie in with the campaign, 
local merchants must supply a min- 
imum of advertising lineage to the 
newspaper, with the advertising 
centering about the treasure hunt 
and the film. Plan is to get 20 mer- 
chants in each city to participate. 

While the campaign is restricted 
to 51 cities insofar as the RKO ex- 
ploitation staff is concerned, Terry 
Turner, RKO exploitation chief and 
| opiginator and director of the plan, 
|is asking theatre managers in other 
‘cities to participate if they care to 
| manage the campaign themselves. 
, Cost of the campaign is being split 
| between RKO and Disney. In New 
York, incidentally, the Journal- 
| American will handle the contests, 
| while the Post will use it in Wash- 
|ington and the Herald-American in 
| Chicago. ts 


‘DOS Gets Italo Toto Pic 


| 


| For European Distrib 


Rome, July 4. 

| David O. Selzniek has acquired 
“Toto, Cerca Casa” ‘“Toto Search- 
es a House”) for distribution in 
Belgium, France, Switzerland and 
|'Holland. Toto is a 
Italian comedian, complete with 
baggy suit, red underwear. derby 
and rubber face. In real life he is 
a marquis and very wealthy. 

Selznick deal was concluded with 
ATA of Rome. 





Selznicks Back to Coast 
David O. Selznick and his wife, 
Jennifer Jones, returned to the 
Coast over the weekend from a 
lengthy stay in Europe and New 
York. Producer will be going back 


to London in August to supervise | 


retakes on “Gone to Earth,” which 
he and Sir Alexander Korda co- 
produced. 

He is alsd planning filmmaking 
in Europe, probably in France and 
Italy, next fall and winter. His 
exec aide and ceunsel, Lewis T. 
Stone, is abroad currently in an 
endeavor to close co-production 
deals there. 





1.100-Ozoner at Idlewild, N.Y. 

Ozoner with a capacey of about 
1,100 cars will he built upon a 20- 
acre site at N. Y. International 
Airport, Idlewild, Queens, accord- 
ing to Sidney M. Kain and L. P. 
Falk of N. Y. International Airport 
Drive-in Theatre, Inc. Construction 
slated to start next month, with an 
opening date tentatively set for 
) spring of 1951. 


well-known | 


+ National Allied swings into ac- 


‘tion this week in a two-pronged 


| drive to put television to use as a 


prime medium for ballying films. 
At the same time, the theatre 


: | group will actively seek reassur- 
released pic, “The Eagle and the) 


ances from major companies that 
none of their product will go to 
TV as program fodder, in the 
struggle between the two branches 
of the entertainment field for the 
public’s patronage. 

Opening shot by Allied has al- 
ready been triggered by Trueman 
T. Rembusch, Allied prez, who this 
week sent off a letter to the 
Screen Actors Guild in Hollywood 
calling on the Guild to bar ap- 
pearances of stars on tele except 
for solo spots aimed at plugging 
particular pix. Rembusch wants 
the thespers to avoid signing for 
regular TV shows. 

‘Coordinated with the Rembusch 
plea, Irving Dollinger, regional Al- 
lied veepee, and Wilbur Snaper, 
New Jersey Allied prez, are start- 
ing a round of visits to distrib top- 
pers and ad-pub exces in New 
York. Launching their round- 
robin this week, duo will pitch for 
wider use of TV trailers by dis- 
tribs. Allied voted to support this 
medium at its recent Memphis 
board meet and Dollinger and 
Snaper were then named as emis- 
saries to the majors to win their 
support. 

No Free-Swinging Cracks 

Both Rembusch and the Jersey 
team have another idea to plant. 
Allied has become alarmed at the 
hostile attitude of TV towards pix 
and the free-swinging cracks di- 
rected towards the film industry 
in a number of recent programs. 

‘(Continued on page 18) 


St. L. County Lawmakers 
Change Mind, Okay 2006 


Ozoner, Seventh in Area 


St. Louis, July 4. 

Solons ir. Overland, a St. Louis 
county residential area, last week 
had a change of heart and re-zoned 
an area sought by the St. Louis 
Amusement Co. for a new $200,000 
ozoner, after having previously 
turned down the company’s request 
several times in the past year. The 
tract of iand is owned by the 
amusement company, and under 
the new ruling the entire tract will 
be classified as industrial, the pre- 
vious stand being that only 200 
feet could be placed in that cate- 
‘gory, with the balance classed as 
residential. 

James Arthur, exec ef Fanchon 
& Marco, which owns the amuse- 
ment company, said work will be 
started in 30 days and the project 
will be eompleted by next May. 
The operation of the new ozoner 
will bring to seven the number in 
the county. Four are ewned by the 
estate of the late Fred Webren- 
erg; one by a Boston company, 
with the seventh an indie. 


RKO Launches Program 
Of Video Trailers 


Hollywood, July 4. 
First television trailer for RKO, 
just greenlighted by Howard 
Hughes, will be done this week for 
“Story of Divorce,” Bette Davis 
starrer, Studio will make TV trail- 
ers for all of its top productions. 
Special shots from the pix for the 
TV trailers will be made as the 
films roll. Some will be one-min- 
ute long and some 20 seconds in 
length. RKO figures to buy its 
own video time in key cities until 
'theatre operators agree to pay the 
cost or share the cost with the 
company. 











NT Showmanship Huddle 


Hollywood, July 4. 

| Final plans for the August tee- 
off of National Theatres’ special 
showmanship revival campaign will 
be mapped here July 19-21 when 
circuit’s division presidents, film 
| buyers, advertising and merchan- 
dising men meet for a three-day 
huddle. 

| Conclave was called by prexy 
Charles Skouras who flew east to- 
day ‘Tuesday) for the meeting of 
Council of Motion Picture Organl- 
zation’s management and person- 
nel committee but will return in 
, time to chair the NT huddle. 
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on the fact that singles don’t hold Groesse, Metro art director, in an- | cussing a specific script. If the, NEWSREEL CIRCUIT IN however, nolds exclusive distribu- 
up. In its petition to the Chi fed-,nouncing the award, expressed| scheme materializes, Goldwyn tion rights to the English pic, while 
* eral district court asking elimina-| hope it would stimulate public in-| would return to produce the pic- WINDFALL WITH WB ‘D()’  Gordine's interest is confined to 
1 tion of certain restrictions of the | terest in design, also in “impor- | tyre at one of Rank’s studios. | the French original. It’s a romantic 
r Jackson Park decree, B&K offi- | tant phases of motion picture pro-| American producer, in an- Day-dating in five houses of “50 actioner revolving around = an at 
~ Clally stated: duction which are directly related nouncing that he and Korda have Years Before Your Eyes,” Warner American gangster in Paris. Pre- at 
“ “If petitioner plays — inferior | to art direction.” SMPAD, founded | called off the “Pimpernel” suits,| documentary compiled from, news- | Viously Pahlen filmed “Pirates of 
product on a single feature basis in 1937 as a non-profit corporation, | geclared: ‘ | reel clips, is proving a windfall for Capri” in Italy. . 
e in the Loop, financial results are is composed of about 130 art direc- “Alex and I have been friends for the Embassy Newsreel circuit. First | .? 
e disastrous. Two films, ‘Please Be- | tors. ) : the past 20 years, and friends don’t week ending Monday (3) night’ 
a lieve Me’ and ‘Shadow on the| Awards will be made in 10| fight. We have therefore decided | wound up with a smash $35,000, Realart Names New Board: 
n Wall,” were scheduled for the definite classifications ranging from | tg withdraw our suits against each tated remarkably big for five ’ 
iS United Artists theatre on May 19. window styling to fabrics, with a! other and remain friends.” |small-seaters. These houses, the, Broder In as Chairman . 
il (Continued on page 22) special award for the most influ-| “yank producer added that he Embassy at 46th and Broadway, | 
4 ential development in design. Un-| haq seen retakes he demanded on | Embassy-Park on West 42d Street, Jack Broder, already prez of a 
sf Li t R R | der the setup, ,any one of 10 basic «pimpernel” and found them “ex-| Guild on 50th Street, Newsreel at Realart Pictures, took over as board , 
pper to e- eiease | classifications could be by-passed | cellent.’ As a result, he said, he| 72d and Broadway, all N. Y., and) chairman following an election at 
é 5) ‘ 5] if the awards committee was unable has “decided to distribute the pic- | Newsreel in Newark, have about a recent stockholders and directors 
Babes as Revenge \to select an outstanding product | ture in the U. S. just as I distribute | 2,500 seats. _ |meeting. Holder of 100% of the 
, |in that field. Awards committee | any picture of mine.” |. 90 Years” is holding over in- company’s capital stock, he replaces 
“Babes I A yal g te + he F 'consists of William Cameron Men-| Navid Niven-starrer was a joint 4efinitely in the five spots. Norman Eisenstein. 
-" 1934 by Hal x4 aa er ol ties, Albert S. D'Agostino, Mit-| Korda-Goldwyn production. Gold-| New board was also named at the 
— , and Hasds soach as @ Laure!) chell Leisen, Cedric Gibbons and | wyn refused to accept it for west- | ; " ‘conclave. Aside from Broder, slate 
a alee starrer, will be’ reissued | Wiard Ihnen, Awards will be made | o¢, hemisphere distribution, how- | New Commercial Indie comprises Budd Rogers, Simon Lip- 
a q the title Ta at — at the annual SMPAD banquet this ever, claiming it was not up to his son, Charles Rubiner, Carroll Pu- : 
im | Joseph Auerbach, rigs Pc Bp co. fall. | standard. To be distributed by | Hollywood, July 4. | ciato and Wiiliam Schulman. Lip- 4 
mone leasing rights, inked the deal with | | eer — his rena at ay b rang hess wine ig Phy yor tome ed scones acct Yu Risen. ae 
‘ sipper : ‘ ; . carry his name, and he sa been | tary-treasurer, sen- 4 
lay Seweeal a aa ‘tae bab | Koster Gets New Pact | wannda’t put his name on it. /of Stanley Neal Productions, with | stein. oH 
xy Morros planned a high-budget eee Hollywood, July 4. He demanded retakes. When pix to be shot at the Hal~Roach| Newcomers on the board are Ru- * 
t0- sion, he bought “Toyland” from} Henry Koster has been signed by Korda refused, Goldwyn held up) studio. _biner, Puciato and Schulman. Pu- he 
of Roach, also buying rights to “Toy- | 20th to a new five-year director| his payments. This resulted in First undertaking will be six ciato is the company’s director of be 
uni- land” from the Victor Herbert | contract. Pact calls for him to Korda filing suit, which was fol-| shorts to be made for Armour in| exchange operations, while Schul- in 
tate. Auerbach in turn acquired make two pix annually. ‘lowed by a countersuit by Gold- 16m Kodachrome. Sobey Martin man is ad-pub chief. Those exiting Hi 
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BRITISH FILMS TO FLOOD U.S. 








Jackson Park Charges Monopoly’ Aim 
In Asking Nix on B&K Petition 


Chicago, July 4. + 
Tom McConnell, attorney for the | 




















Jackson Park theatre, filed a brief | Kopfstein Talking Brit. 
before Federal Judge Michael Igoe, Biopic on Shakespeare | 
that a Balaban and Katz modifica- ; 
tion petition be denied. Petition |of Astor Pictures and Atlantic Tele- 
original Jackson Park decree and last week from a two-month Euro- | 
remove some of the bite from the | Pean business junket. 
Major point of issue continues to | @uired fresh product for TV and | 
be the 35-year-old Swift anti-trust | theatrical distribution. He also ne- | 
der provisions of the ruling, if cir-|have a pic made in England based | 
cumstances take place which the | 0 William Shakespeare’s life. 
decree, or if existing conditions are | 
in any way altered, defendant is 
original proviso. On this B&K has | 
based its petition, pointing out that 
since the decree was written. Product Supply 
In answering the petition, Mc- | 
have taken place, but that the cir- | Vi B it 1) | 
cuit is making a last-ditch stand to la rl . Ga 
to resume the evils of the old sys- | i ‘ | 
tem behind the cloak of court sanc-|, With the disclosure in New York | 
double features and fixed admis- sured a flow of British films from | 
sion prices could once again be re- Associated British-Pathe over a 
tad : ogee feel that the American firm has | 
ss h dies, he : 
ey dissipation of the in 'strengthened its film supply. | 
meee : a as for 40 pix plus eight more from) 
flagrantly violated the decree by . ol as 
showing a double-bill of “Please Allied Artists and the ’50-’51 slate | 
” : : amount 
Nz ; , sir . ; 
Wall Coie sal AB-P deal, inked by Mono prez 
Norton V. Ritchey on their recent | 
European trip, hands the Yank} 
. tribution rights (except Canada) 
Except Vauder Chicago, |to eight-to-10 AB-P pictures an-| 
° nually. Included in this year's | 
In Double-Feature Policy vaten are “The Dancing 
” | based on a story by Ivor Novello. 
Last. of the Malan Katz | British product, Broidy said, will 
straight film firstrun houses went | gram’s usual distribution channels. 
week, when the State-Lake theatre | mewevet, Re Setes, these. Sims 
booked in “Good Humor Man” andj art house exhibition will be re- 
cago, which presents a vaude pre. | leased through Stratford Pictures, 
gram, is the only remaining B&K| 4 joint production program with 
sie feature Associated British Pictures Corp., 
As of now, the Chicago shows | jy gets under way in mid-August, 
Lake will show doubles, except (Continued on page 21) 
with films of exceptional strength. 


‘hi Federal district court, asking 
Chi Fe Jacques Kopfstein, exec-veepee | 
seeks to temper provisions of the | vision Corp., returned to New York | 
present Chicago release system. | While overseas, Kopfstein ac-| 
ruling by the Supreme Court. Un-| gotiated with British interests to) 
court fails to reckon at time of the 
entitled to a modification of «| Mono Bolsters 
drastic changes have occurred 
Connell denied that any changes | | 
“re-establish its old monopoly” and | 
tion. Extending runs, dead time, |}4st week that Monogram is as-| 
sumed with impunity to the even- three-year period, trade observers | 
McConnell argued that B&K has 'Mono’s own °49-'50 program calls | 
Believe Me” and “Shadow on the Will likely project a similar | 
Steve Broidy and foreign chief | 
Last of B&K Firstruns, company western hemisphere dis-| 
} 
Years,” | 
Chicago, July 4. 
largely be grooved through Mono- 
into a double-feature policy last 
|deemed to be more suitable for 
“Fortunes of Captain Blood.” Chi- 
|a Mono subsidiary. 
firstrun house showing only a sin- 
originally announced in 1947, final- 
‘vaude and a single feature, State- 
United Artists has been. playing | 
doubles for the past few months, | COAST ART DIRECTORS 











‘Powell-Emeric 





ALL TYPES PIX 





BEING DUMPED 


Biggest flood of British pix yet | 
to hit American theatres is cur-| 
rently being readied on all sides 
for early release. Within the next 
couple of years, a total far exceed- | 
ing 150 Anglo imports will be com-| 
peting with Hollywood-made prod- 
uct for the American ~ market. | 
While the de luxe, first-run outlets 
are closed to most of these films, a 
swarm of them will be circulating 
widely among nabe and_ subse-| 
quent-run theatres. As such, these 
Anglo pix will be battling it out) 
with low-budgeters from Holly-| 
wood for nabe playdates. 

One reason for the flood of Brit- | 
ish releases is the continued drive | 
by J. Arthur Rank for dollars. | 
Rank, heretofore, has confined his | 
releasing to Universal and Eagle 
Lion which necessitated a compara- 
tively small volume of releases. 
Those pix nixed by either company 
as unsuitable for the American | 
market had been shelved. Large 
crop of these films will shortly 
reach Yank flickeries for the first 
time as well as a big number of 
British pix which never received 
more than a test first-run booking. 

Over 150 Rank films, dating 
since the end of the war, have been | 
farmed out to Pentagon Pictures | 
and Lopert Films for release. Pen- | 





tagon will undoubtedly be the big- | 
gest distrib of British pix operat- 
ing in the U. S. It has already 
closed for 27 films and is now near- | 
ing signature on another 105. In- 
cluded in these are a large number 
which have yet to be released in 
this country. Lopert has taken on | 
some 30 pix, all of which have had | 


(Continued on page 22) 


Goldwyn, Korda 
May Co-Produce 


London, July 4. 

Samuel Goldwyn and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda, who disclosed last 
Friday (30) that they were with- 
drawing suits filed against each 
other over “‘The Elusive Pimper- 
nel,” may soon again be co-pro- 
ducers. Korda revealed at a joint 
press confab with Goldwyn that 
they are talking a cross-distribu- 
tion deal for the new - Michael 
Pressburger pic, | 








| Nieuw Amsterdam 
|from New York Friday (30). 


Peskay Stresses 


Substantial Renewal of Old Pact 
Seen in Upcoming U.S.-Brit. Huddles 


7% 





4 


{ 


‘Drummond’ Sked Shift 


Cancels Pidgeon Sailing | 
Moveback in the shooting sched- | 
ule of “Calling Bulldog Drum- | 
mond” caused actor Walter Pid-| 
geon to cancel his booking on the | 
which sailed | 
He | 
now plans to leave July 15. 
Film will be made by Metro in | 


| Britain with Pidgeon as the star. | 


Reportedly, inability of a writer to | 
complete the script on time due to | 
illness was behind the delay. Pro- | 
ducer Hayes Goetz is already in | 
England and his wife planed from 
New York Saturday (1). 





More Autonomy 
For House Mgrs. 


Too much emphasis by 
film buyers 





circuit 
on price and not| 


|enough on suitability of particular | 
| product for a particular house is | 


one of the factors currently hurt- | 
ing grosses, in the opinion of Ed- 
ward J. Peskay. Now an indie pro- 
ducer’s rep and exhib, Peskay was | 
formerly a top exec of the Warner | 


| Bros. and Fox-West Coast circuits. | 
“A corollary factor to this mis- | 


booking of pictures in doing per- 
manent harm to the film industry,” | 
Peskay declared in New York last 
week, “is the lack of local auton- 
omy granted managers. Instead of 
letting the man who should best 
know his house have a voice in the | 
selection of films and the dating of 
them, circuits today have made) 
stooges of their managers. They | 
do nothing but prepare reports and | 
drill ushers.” | 

Peskay cited numerous instances | 


| 


out of his recent experience as a/| 


producer’s rep where the house | 
manager didn’t know until a couple | 
days before a pic opened that it | 
was even booked. It is impossible 
under those circumstances, he | 
pointed out, to expect the man-| 
ager to do any sort of exploitation 
of the film. 

By turning the’Whole job of buying 


| directing 


Upcoming re-negotiation of the 
Anglo-U. S. film agreement is said 
by insiders to result most likely in 
renewal substantially of the old 
pact. Huddles which start in Lon- 
don July 18, it is anticipated, will 


| wind up with only minor changes 


in the $17,000,000 yearly agree- 
ment which expired last June 13. 

An adamant stand by the U. S. 
negotiating team is expected to 
win from Harold Wilson, prez of 
the British Board of Trade, agree- 
ment to withdraw the production 
incentive angle he proposes for 
the new deal during the pact re- 
newal talks in May. This scheme 
is the focal point of objection to 
Wilson’s proposals by American 
majors, indies and labor. 

While the Yanks will undoubt- 
edly set their sights higher in the 
new negotiations, it is quite cer- 
tain they’ll wind up settling for 
$17,000,000 annual guarantee of 
convertibility of sterling, plus sub- 
stantially the same list of uses of 
frozen currency as before. 

Only change probable is drop- 
ping of the “B Pool,” the arrange- 
ment for a bonus on U. S. playing 
time for British product. Also, 
the Americans will probably get 
the right to exchange some of their 


(Continued on page 22) 


Pahlen, Milestone May 
Do Pic in England Next 
Year on British Quota 


Indie producer Victor Pahlen, 
whose last two pictures were made 
in Italy and France, respectively, 
may turn one oui in Britain around 
the end of the year. Filmmaker 
left New York over the weekend 
for Hollywood to confer with di- 
rector Lewis Milestone. Latter 
owns “The Third Secret.’”’ He also 
collaborated on the screenplay. 


If a deal materializes, Pahlen 





said, “Secret” would be made in 


England as a British quota picture, 
with Milestone directing. It’s un- 
likely that the venture will roll 
before late this year, inasmuch as 
Milestone’s ticket at 20th-Fox won’t 
be up until Aug. 15. He’s currently 
“Halls of Montezuma” 
for that studio. 

Pahlen's recently completed 
| Dane Clark starrer, ‘‘Time Running 
Out,” is now being scored. French- 
|made film originally was to have 


with occasional ions, like. “Tales of Hoffman,” starring bal-|@9d booking pix over to a home| ‘ i a 
“Asphalt Jungle” a -coupie of} — SET ANNUAL AWARDS terina Moira Shearer. office exec, Peskay declared, all the |cies" put the producer is now hop. 
Weeks ago. Roosevelt is a con- | Goldwyn, who is due in New| ¢M™phasis has been put on the “film ‘ing to greove the pic via a major 


firmed double-feature house, spew. Hollywood, July 4. | 
Cializing in westerns. Remaining! Society of Motion Picture Art| 
house, the Garrick, is a double-| Directors announced that its group | 
feature adventure and_ reissue Will establish an annual award pro- | 
house. | gram this year to manufacturers in | 

B&K’'s departure from the sin- | home furnishings and home deco- | 
gle-feature policy is based simply | rative fields. SMPAD prexy Paul | 








poreign rights to the Roach film| Contract starts after he winds 
ye _Morros, recently acquiring | “No Highway” in England, rolling | 
merican distribution as well, ‘there Sept. 10. 


York on the Queen Elizabeth | 
Thursday (6), said before his de- 
parture that his talks with J. 
Arthur Rank may also result in a/| 
co-production arrangement with 
him. He stated that negotiations 
had progressed to the stage of dis- 





wyn. Korda finally made the re-| 
takes, winding up in the present. 
rapprochement. \ 


deal.”” Booker can’t be familiar 
with all the local situations and 
likes and dislikes that any smart 
managtr would know. As a result, 


(Continued on page 20) 





distrib. “Time” isan English ver- 
wsion of “Traque” (‘#ollowed’’), a 
French language pic made by 
Sacha Gordine. 

| Both versions of ‘‘Traque”’ were 
shot simultaneously by the same 


director ard same cast. Pahlen, 











directs and Orville Fouce is pro-| 
duction manager. Pix will be dis- | 
tributed in schools and clubs. 


> - 


the panel are Alex Alexander, Mil- 
ton Sivek and Eisenstein. Firm 


distributes reissues. 








PICTURE GROSSES 
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L.A. Better; ‘Irma’ 


Sturdy $30,000, 


Tower’ Tall $35,000, Leaf’ Steady 


396, ‘Creek’ 196, 


Los Angeles, July 4. *% 


is hitting a| 


First-run biz pace 


perky stride in some situations 
with the holiday crowds, but the} 
overall eutlook is not too solid. | 
“White Tower” looks to make the 
strongest showing of new pix with 
nifty $35,000 in two theatres. | 
Stoutest opener appears to be 
“City Lights.” on reissue, with 
better than $10,000, very hearty, in 
small-seater Four Star. 

“Friend Irma Goes West” looms 
sturdy $30,000 in two Paramount 
houses while “Bright Leaf” is good 
$39.000 in three sites. “Cactus | 
Creek” is very slow $19,000 for 
five spots. 

Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, | 
Lovola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2.- 
048: 1,719; 1.248; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Gunfighter” (20th) (2d wk). Fair 
292500. Last week, big $42,800. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757: 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB). Good $39,- 
000. Last week, “Return Frontiers- 
mon” (WB) and “This Side Law” 
(WB), $24,800. 


Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) 2,- 
404: 1.538; 60-$1)—“Annie Get 
Gun” (M-G) (5th wk-3 days). Nice 


$11.000. Last week, smooth $24,- 
500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) 
(2.890: 2.812; 50-$1)—‘‘White Tow- 
er” (RKO) and “Rider From Tuc- 
son” (RKO). Nifty $35,000. Last | 
week, “China Sky” (RKO) and 


“Valley of Sun” (RKO) (reissues), 
$14,200. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 
—‘Irma Goes West” (Par). Pleas- | 
ing $30,000. Last week. ‘‘Iroquois 
Trail” (UA) and “Humphrey Takes 
Chance” (Mono), light $18.600 in 


‘Lights’ Bright 106 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








This Week $448 .000 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year $606,800 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 








Bride Bags Big 
$19,000 in Prov. 


Providence, July 4. 

Majestic’s “Love That Brute” 
shapes standout this week, but 
“Father of Bride,” trim at State, 
will get biggest coin. “Young 
Lovers” wound up mild at Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65) 
“Tarzan Slave Girl’ (RKO) 
“Blue Grass Kentucky” 
So-so $9,500. Last 
Holiday” ‘UA) 
Leave” (FC), $9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65) — 
“Love That Brute” (20th) and 
“House By River’ (Rep). Snappy 
$12,000. Last week, “Gunfighter” 
(20th) and “Federal Man” (EL), 
$14,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


and 


week, “Johnny 
and “Four Days’ 


65)\—“‘Return Frontiersman” (WB) 
and “Humphrey Ta‘@2s Chance” 
(Mono). Good $8,500. Last week, 
“So Proudly We Hail’ (Par) and 
“Wake Island” (Par) (reissues), 
$5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 


“Father of Bride” (M-G). Trim 
$19,000. Last week. “Good Humor 





(Mono). | 


‘Leaf’ Brisk in Balto, 


Baltimore, July 4. 


Downtowners here are making a 
valiant effort to attract some trade 





for current list despite general ex- | 


odus to nearby seashore on e€X- 
tended holiday weekend. Most con- 
sistent of regular lineup 1s “Bright 
Leaf,” at the Stanley, “Rocketship 
X-M” at the Town. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
| 60)—“Father of Bride” (M-G). 
| Opened today (Tues.) after week 
of “Sierra” (U). Got mild $5,500. 
Three weeks of “Annie Get Gun” 
‘(M-G), in ahead, reached booming 


$44,000 for run which is being ex- | 


‘Ta Standout 


tended another brace in move- 
over to the upstairs Valencia. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,240; 20- 
60)—"“Cactus Creek” ‘(U-I). Draw- 
ing modest $6,000. Last week, 
“Spy Hunt” «U), mild $5,300. 

Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980; 
“Wake Island” (Par) (reissue). Not 
catching on at $4,000. Last week, 
“David Crockett” (Rep) 
click at $3,700. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | 


“Night and City” (20th) (2d wk). 
Going well enough at $6,500 after 
nice opener at $9,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,128; 25-75)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB). Leading cur- 
rent parade with robust $15,000. 
Last week, “Return Frontiersman” 
(WB), sad $6,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘White Tower” (RKO). Opening 
today (Tues.h In ahead, ‘“‘Rocket- 
ship X-M” (Lip), sold to the hilt 
for big $7,000. 


‘Annie’ Mammoth 


$19,000, Cincy Ace 


‘incinnati, July 4. 
“Annie Get Your Gun” is the 
big biz cracker on the film front 
this holiday sesh, racking the best 
/Grand’s mark of the year. Other 





$15,000; ‘Rocketship’ 76 


Out-of-Town Trek Hits Hub; Bride’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,128,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 185 the- 
atres, chiefly frst runs, includ- 
ing N. Y. 
Tatal Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,545,000 
(Based on 22 cities and 196 








20-65)— 


failed to | 





three sites. Man” (Col) and “David Harding | houses are only doing summer | 
Orvheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) Counterspy” (Col), fair $13,000. trade. Other newcomers include 
(2 210: "1 106: 50-$1)—_“Asphalt | , Strand (Silv-rman) (2,200; 44- | “Bright Leaf,” pleasing, and “Rock 
ewe” GG) Gh wh). Okt s teeter Gh. Last week, 
$12,000. Last week, $19,000. Go pomcece | (EL) pee’ “Gay | Estimates for This Week — 
United Artists, Ritz, Vorue, Stu- Lady” (EL), mild $8,500. | Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; | Pes Leat” > deat Sor ge | $11.- 
1.370: 885; 1.145; 60-$1)—“Curtain | dO .. Last week, “Goo umor 
Call Cactus Creek” (U) and “Lost | ‘IRMA’ SOCKEROO IN | Man” (Col, $10,000. 
Voleano” (Mono). Small $19.000 or | Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
near. Last week, “Peggy” (U) and DENVER WITH $15 00 |75)—“Lawless” (Par). All right 
“Rhythm Hits Ice” (Rep) (reissue) | ] $8,500. Last week, “Gunfighter” 
(2d-wk-four davs), $7,700. Denver, July 4. (20th) (2d wk), $7,500. we 
Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)—| “PFriend Irma Goes West” is giv- | Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 


“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Mammoth 
$19,000 for theatre’s top draw in 
many months. Holds. Terrific open- 
|ing Friday (30) revived 
and lines of standees of lush-era 
|; memory. All helped by recent visit 
| of Indians, department store win- 


“City Lights” (UA) (reissue). Very ing the Denham its second best 
sharp $10,000. Last week, “Caught | week of year, and holds. First | 
in Foreign Legion” (Indie) (2d wk- yound looks great. “Caged” shapes 
nine days), $1,200. fairly good in two spots. “Big 
Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) (679:| Hangover” is nice at Orpheum. 
968; 60-$1)—"Paisan” (Indie) and Estimates for This Week 
“Oven City” (Indie) (reissues). 








Fair $4,000. Last week, “Adam and|, Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— dow displays of original costumes 
Evalyn” (U) (2d wk), $2.700. | “No Sad Songs” ‘Col) (2d wk).| and generous press layouts and 
° |Poor $1,500. Last week, nice great comment. Last week, “Eagle 

| $5,000. and Hawk” (Par), sturdy $9,000. 


D3? ~~ | ae “ial 

Bride’ Tall $14,000 In gfe, wept 200 dh 

Toronta: ‘Winchester’ Rt. | wk). Good $7,000. Last week, big 
‘Gunfighter’ Strong 136 


Keith’s (Mid-States) (1.542; 55-75) 
'—‘Rock Island Trail” (Rep). Fair- 
\ish $6,000. Last week, “Curtain Call 
| Cactus Creek” (U), $7,000. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
,“Sundowners” (UA). Six days, mild 
$8,000. Last week, “Fortunes Capt. 


, $9,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
|—“‘Friend Irma West” (Par). Great 
| $15,000. Last week, “No Man of 
Toronto, July 4. | Own” (Par), lean $7,500. | Blood” (Col), $9,000. 
Action - adventure films are | Denver (Fox) (2.525; 35-74)—)| Shubert (Mid-States) (2.100: 55- 
pacing the city this week, neat re-| “Caged” (WB) and “This Side of | 75)—“Gunfighter” (20th). Third 
turns goings to “Gunfighter,” “Win-| Law” (WB), day-date with Esquire. 


' downtown sesh. Oke $4,500. Last 
chester ’73” and “Fortunes of Cap-| Good $14,000. Last week, “Wom- week, “Night and City” (20th) 


tain Blood.” But the real stand-| 
ont is “Father of Bride,” sock at| 
Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Downtown. Glendale. Searboro, | 
Stote (Tevior) (1,059: 955; 698: 694: 
33-57)—""Wing and Prayer” (0th) 
ard “Tmmortal Sergeant” (0th). 
Neat $13,000. Last week. “Mark 
Corilla” (Col) and “Father Is 
Berhelor” (Col). $10 000. 

Sylard (Rank) (1.357: 46-77)— 
“Kind Hearts. Coronets” (EL) (3d 


(Continued on page 20) ‘(m.o.), same, 





Det. Weather Cool, Biz Hot; ‘Annie’ Fine 
156, ‘Leaf’ Bright 206, ‘Gunfighter’ 356 


Detroit, July 4. | Bride” (M-G) big $16,000 in fourth 





= jokey $6,000 after last week’s| Cool weather combined with the ae (UD) (2.900: 70-95)—"Re- 
fa (FP) (3.878: 97-59) Fourth of July holiday is pushing | tusn  Frentlocamen” (WB) ond 
“Confighter” (20th) - Strone $13-| fim biz to its best session in “Killer Shark” (Mono). Fair 
1°. T.ast week, “In Lonely Place”; months. But trade still is not | $12,000. Last week, “Caged” | 
(C1), $8.000. , smash in some spots, which are, (WB) and “Panther Island” (Mono), 
Taew’s (Loew) (2.096: 38-G7)—_| still dragging. “Gunfighter” is $8,000 in four days. ee 
“fother of Bride’ (M-G). Sock| Shaping a good $35,000 at the Fox. | United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70-95) 
$'4.000 or over. T.ast week,| “Bright Leaf” is rolling toward a|—‘“Good Humor Man” (Col) and 


“Annie | “Captive Girl” (Col). Weak $9,000. 
like sharp at} Last week, “Johnny Holiday” (UA) 
“Wagonmaster” is okay,and “Jiggs, Maggie Out West” 
32-67\—"Nicht and Citv’| at the Downtown. It may reach) (Mono), $8,000. 


“*enhalt Jungle” (M-G) (2d wk).| neat total at Michigan. 
$7 500 |Get Gun” looks 


1 nartown. University (FP) (959-| Adams. 
556: 


0th). Fair $6.500.  Wast week, | $9,000. “Good Humor Man”| Madison ‘UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
oo tae That Brute” (20th) (2d wk),| shapes weak at United Artists. | oan ae a ae Forest” _ 
500. ” and “West o voming” (Rep) (2 
aqf?deon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— apxmaped i wren 'wk). Slow $6,000. Last week, 

‘Fortunes Capt. Blood” (Col). Fox ‘Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— | $11 000. 


Okay $11,000. Cast week, “Aston. | “Gunfighter” (20th) and “Armored | 


A g ) (1.700: 70-95)— 
ished Heart” (U). 89.000. |Car Robbery” (RKO). Good | «,nepen gen aban), (1.700; 70-05 


|“Annie Get Gun” (M-G). Fine 


-. Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)—“Law-| $35,000. Last week, “Mystery | $15,000. Last week, “Asphalt Jun- 
less” (Par). So-so $8,000. Last, >treet (M-G)_ plus  stageshow | gie” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 

week, “Damned Don’t Cry” (WR) | headed by Toni Arden and Bob | Downtown ‘Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
(2d_wk), $7.500. | Crosby, $30,000. 95)—"“Wagonmaster” (RKO) and 
: Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42-75)—! ..Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; “Tarzan Slave Girl” (RKO). Oke 
“Winchester '73” (U). Nicé $8,000. | 70-95)—“Bright Leaf” (WB) and, $8,000. Last week, “Arabian 


ant week, “Cactus Creek” (U), $4,-| “This Side of Law” (WB). 


| $20,000. Last week, “Father of issues) $5,000, 


holdouts | 


theatres. ) 








In Mpls., $13,000 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
With thousands drawn away to 


here is taking another jolt. Best 


| 


/and Orpheum 


| Tower 


|lake resorts over the Fourth of| 
July holiday, the wobbly boxoffice 


of the lot among the none-too-im- | 


pressive array of newcomers is 
“My Friend Irma Goes West.” 
Other’ sacrificial lambs_ include 


“Bright Leaf.” which is onlv fair: 
“Colt .45” and “Astonished Heart.” 
It’s the fourth week downtown for 
“Ma and Pa Kettle Go to Town.” 
Even “Father of the Bride’ could 
not make it for a second week at 
Radio City and quit the loop after 
only seven days because Metro 
won't go for moveovers. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Under My Skin” (20th). Slight | 
$3.000. Lest week. ‘Red Shoes” 


(EL) (3d run) (4th wk), okay $4.000. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘“Here | 


Come Co-Eds” (Indie) 
Nineties” (Indie) (reissues). 
$3,600. Last week, 
(UA), $3,400. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Friend Irma West” (Par). Has 
not caught on so well, with fair 
' $13,000 likely. Last week, “Father 
of Bride” (M-G), $16,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 35- 
70)—“Bright Leaf” (WB).  Differ- 
ences of opinion on this one. Fair 
$9,000. Last week, “Comanche 
Territory” (U), $9,500. 


Dull 
“Quicksand” 


and “Gay | 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— | 


“Troquois Trail’ (UA) 
mored Car Robbery” 
$6,500. Last week, 
| Pilot’ (WB) and 
Tokyo” (WB) (reissues), $5,800. 


and 
(RKO). 
“God 


Mild 
Is Co- 


|.45” (WB). Modest $8,000. Last 
week, “No Man of Own” (Par), 
$8.000. 


| World (Mann) (400; 50-85)—‘“As- 
/tonished Heart” (U). Good $3.000. 
| Last week, “Champagne for Cae- 
sar” (UA) (2d wk), tepid $2,300. 


“TEXAS FAT $16,000, 
FRISCO; ‘BRIDE’ 206, 2D 


| San Francisco, July 4. 
| The heat is clipping grosses at 





first-run theatres here this stanza | 


despite great influx of tourists and 
convention delegates. Few new- 
;}comers are doing much, with “Kid 
From ‘Texas” surprisingly strong 
at the Orpheum. “Bright Leaf” 
is not faring so well at the huge 
Fox even with house anni promo- 
tion. Outstanding is second week 
of “Father of Bride,” still rousing 
at Warfield. 

| Estimates for This Week 
| Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 


60- 


'85) — “Arabian Nights” (FC) and | 


“Sudan” (FC) (reissues). Thin §&8.- 
500 in 6 days. Last week, “The 
Torch” (EL) and “ier Wonderful 
Lie” (Col), $14,000. 


Fox (4.651; 60-95) — “Bright 
Leaf” (WB) and “Motor Patrol” 
(Rep). NSH $16,000. Last week, 
“Night and City” (20th) and 
“Women From Headquarters” 
(Rep), $14,500. 

Warfield ‘Loew’s) (2.656: 60-85) 
—‘‘Father of Bride” ‘(M-G) (2d 
wk). Hefty $20,000. Last week, 
boff $28.000. 
| Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85) 


—‘‘Side Street” (M-G) and “Please 


“Destination | 


*“*Ar- | 


State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)—“Colt. 


$33,000: ‘Tower’ 166, ‘Irma’ Fair 156 


+ Boston, July 4. 


With Hub citizenry streaming 
out of town since noon Friday (30) 
for long weekend, new product at 
all major houses are feeling the 
pinch. “Father of Bride” at State 
shapes. strongest 
but also hurt by holiday. ‘White 
*’ at Memorial looks okay. 
“Irma Goes West” at Paramount 
and Fenway and “Bright Leaf” at 
Met are only average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1.200; 50-95)— 
“Panic in Streets” (20th). Opened 
fair on Saturday (1). Last week, 
subseauent-run. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) ‘780; 
40-90)\—“‘Kind Hearts and Coro- 
nets” (EL). About $6,000 exnect- 
ed. Last week. subsecuent-run. 

Boston (RKO) (3.200: 40-85)— 
“Armored Car Robberv” (RKO) 
and “Kill or Be Killed” (EL). Fo'rc 
$7.000 shapes un. Last .week, 
“Tohnny One-Eve” (UA) end “West 
of Wyoming” (Mono), $8.500. 

Fenway (NET) (1,372; 40-85)— 
“Frierd Irma Goes West” (Par) 
and “Tost Voleano” (Mono). Mild 
£5,900 or less. Last week, “Caged” 
(WB) and “Sleevy Time Gal” (In- 
die) (2d wk), off to $3.000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.500: 40-85)— 
“White Tower” (RKO). Oke 816.- 
000. Last week, “Night and Citw” 
(20th) and “Dynamite Pass” (RKO), 
$14.500. 

Metronolitan (NET) (4.2367; 40- 
&5)—“Rricht Leaf” (WB) and 
“Trial Without Jurv” (Indie). Light 
$13.000. Last week. “Gunfithter”’ 
(20th) and “Side Show” ‘Mono) 
(2d wk), $10.000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G). Leading 
town at big $21.000. Tast week, 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk), 
$13.500. 

Paramount (NET) (1.700: 40-85) 
-—"Friend Irma Goes West” (Par) 
and ‘“‘Lost Voleano” (Mono). Fair 
$10.000. Last week, “Carved” (WB) 


and “Sleepy Time Gal” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $9,000. 

State ‘Loew) (3,500: 40-85)— 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G). Okay 
$12,000 or over’ shaping. Last 


week, “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) ‘(3d 
wk), neat $8,500. 


‘Bride Tops Hot L’ ville 
$14,000; ‘Irma’ Fine 126, 
‘Leaf’ 7G, ‘R. I. Trail’ 5G 


Louisville, July 4. 
Biz here has three factors in its 
favor this week—high quality prod- 
uct, cool weather, and Fourth of 
July lengthened weekend with holi- 
day scales. So biz is fairly stout. 
Downtown houses have been taking 
a shellacking from night baseball, 
drive-ins, and auto racing across 
the river in Indiana. Latter have 
even been cutting into trotting 
races at Fairgrounds. “Father of 
Bride,” at Loew’s State, is stand- 
out with sock biz. “My Friend 
Irma,” at Rialto, likewise is fine. 
“Bright Leaf” and “Rock Island 
Trail,” too, are doing okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1, 
200; 45-65)—“Bright Leaf” « WB). 
This is tobacco country, and title 
is naturally helping to neat $7,000, 
Last week, “Return of Frontiers- 
man” (WB), mild $5,500. | 
_Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65)—“Friend Irma Goes West” 





| (Par) and “Boy from Indiana” 
(EL). Oke $12,000. Last week, 
“Comanche Territory” ‘U) and 


“Lucky Losers” (Mono), $9,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)—~ 
‘Father of Bride” (M-G). Povular- 
ity of the book helping this strong 
entry. Fancy $14,000 or over. Last 
weck, “Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $9,000. 

Strand (FA) (1.400: 
“Rock Island Trail” 
“Destination Big House” (Rep). 
Pleasing $5,000. Last week, “Tar- 
zan Slave Girl” (RKO) and “Dyna- 
mite Pass” (RKO), pallid $3,500. 


Ball-Arnaz Lift ‘Years’ 


45-65)— 
(Rep) and 





Believe Me” (WB). Okay stan | Rousing $18,500 in Buff 


Last week, “Colt .45” (Par) and 
“Man From Morocco” ‘indie) (2d | 


,wk, 6 days), only $9,000. 
St. Francis 


; Buffalo, July 4. 
| Big news here this week is the 
sock $18,500 being done by Lucille 


| ‘Par) 11,400; 60-85) | Ball and Desi Arnaz with “Vicious 


—“Going My Way” (Par) (reissue). | Years” at Paramount. This gross. 


Fair $9,000. Last week, “Lawless” 
(Par) (2d wk), okay $8,000. 
Orpheum ‘No. Coast) (2.448: 55- 
\85)—“Kid From Texas” 
|**Rookie Fireman” 


(Col). 
wood Forest” (Col), $13,500. 


| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,-) } 


207; 55-85) — “Cactus Creek” ‘U) 


and “Thundering Rsils” (U). Good | 
Trim Nights” (U) and “Sudan” (U) (re- $11,000. Last week. “Spy Hunt” “Vicious Years” (FC) plus Lucille 


(Continued og page 20) 


looms for four-day run. “Gunfigbt- 
er” is bangup at Center. “Father 
of Bride” still is great in second 


‘U) and | round at the Buffalo. 
Nice | 
/$16,000. Last week, “Rogues Sher- | 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘Loew’s) (3.566; 40-70)— 
|“Father of Bride” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Tolding stoutly at $12,000. Last 
week, smash $18,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 


i (Continued on page 20) 
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Chi Climbs; ‘Annie’-Ames Bros. Sock 
$63,000, ‘Leaf’-Andrews Sis-Bob Crosb 


516, ‘Rocketship’ 126, ‘R. L. Trail’ 11¢ 


Chicago, July 4. 
Combination of holiday prices 
today (Tues.), cool weather over 
the long weekend and top quality 
pix among new entries will lift 
hiy to strong overall level this ses- 
“Annie Get Gun,” playing 


sion 


1 regular prices with stageshow | 


headed by Ames Bros., looks socko 
$63,000 at Oriental. “Bright Leaf,” 


supported by Andrews Sisters and | 
sob Crosby in person at the Chi- | 


cago, is headed for a smash $57,000, 
playing at straight 98¢e. Close be- 
hand is “Rocketship X-M,” 
fancy $12,000 at Grand. 

Rock Island Trail” and “Johnny 
One-Eye” loom smart $11,000 at 
Roosevelt. “Good Humor Man” 
and “Fortunes of Captain Blood” 
are mediocre - $14,000 at State- 
Lake 
Daniel 
$6.500 at Garrick. 

Only two holdovers and two re- 
issue bills on lineup. Palace has 
“Beau Geste”’ and “Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer,” drawing fast $12.,- 
500. “Night and City” closes with 
moderate $10,000 for last six days 
of third week at Woods. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB) and Andrews 
Sisters and Bob Crosby heading 
stageshow. Smash $57,000. Last 
week, “Father of Bride” (M-G) and 
Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy on- 
stave (2d wk), $49,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Killer Shark” (Mono) and “Young 
Daniel Boone” (Mono). Trim $6, 
500 Last week, “True Glory” 
Col) and “Burma Victory” (WB) 


ireissues), $4,800, 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
(Lip). Solid 


“Rocketship X-M”’ 
$12,000. Last week, “Comanche 
Territory” (U) (2d wk), $7,000. 

loop (Telenews) (625; 50-98)— 
“The Eagle” (UA) and “Tillie’s 
Punctured Romance” (Par) (reis- 
Neat $5,000. Last week, 
“singing Guns” (Rep), $4,500. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and Ames 
Bros. onstage. Terrific $63,000. 
Last week, “Skipper .Surprised 
Wiie” (M-G) and Lind Bros., $36,- 
ooo 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Lives of Bengal Lancer” (Par) 

(Continued on page 20) 


Creek’ $8,000, Seattle, 


, 


sues! 





‘Bride’ Big 836 in 3d *stames 


Seattle, July 4. 
Hot weather is cutting into show 
bic currently. “Curtain Call at 
Cactus Creek” is about the best 
new straight-filmer. Count Basie 
band will up “Champagne for Cae- 
sar to fine Palomar round. “Father 
ol Bride” still is great in third 
Stanza at Musie Hall. 
Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59- 
84)—*Night and City” (20th) and 
limber Fury” (EL). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan Slave Girl” 
RKO) and “Golden Twenties” 
RKO}, $6,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) 
»9-84)—"Gunfighter” (20th) 


9- 
9 (2, 


ae 
239: 


and “Young Lovers” (EL) (3d wk). | 


tlolding only two extra davs for 
slow $1,500. Last week, nice $7,600. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
— Cactus Creek” (U) and “Trial 
Without Jury” (Rep). Fairish $8,- 
DOO. } Last week, “Asphalt Jungle” 

IG! and “Arizona Cowboy” 
(Rep) mild $6,000. 
“ee Box (Hamrick) (850; 59- 

'—"“Congolaise” (EL) and“ West- 


ward Trail” (EL). Slow $3,500. 
“tSt week, “Iroquois Trail” (U) 
and “Movie Crazy” (Indie) (2d 


Wk), Slow $2,000 in five days. 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 59- 
Ga) ‘Father of Bride” (M-G) and 
Go ladow on Wall” (M-G) (3d wk). 
‘reat $8,500 after terrific second 
week at $14,300. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) 


84) “Bright Leaf” 
$9,000 or near. 


etship X-M” 
trol” (Lip), 
avs, 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-97) 
t , hampagne for Caesar” (UA) 
run ' with Count Basie orch on 
ase. Fine $9,000 or close. Last 


(2,600; 59- 
(WB). Good 
Last week, “Rock- 


eas “Big Lift’ (20th) and Gene 
Pa orch; $10.300. 

59 ¢41amount (Evergreen) (2,039; 

vwrot! — “Cariboo Trail” (20th) 


as woe eee Col). Billed 
nha id's preem, but only barel 
Kay $8.000 or under. Holds. Last 
oat Good Humor Man” (Col) 

Side Show” (Mono), $6,300. 


2 





with | 


“Killer Shark” and “Young | 
Boone” shape to hit tidy | 


(Lip) and “Motor Pa- | 
big $12,600 in nine’ 


- * 


| 
| Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
| ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
| without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playin;, percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however. as indicated, 
earned the U S. amusement 
ax. 


‘ma Hotsy 266 
In Slow Philly 


e © Philadelphia, July 4. 
Biz is only fair in midtown first- 
runs with the hot weather, long 











holiday weekend and terrific local | 
interest in Phillies in the pennant | 


race holding grosses down. Lead- 
ers look to be “My Friend Irma,” 
huge at the Goldman, and “Wins- 
low Boy” at Trans-Lux. “Cariboo 
Trail” looms fair at the Fox. 
Fstimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-99)— 
“Peggy” (U). Light $7,500. 
week, “Cactus Creek” (U), $6,200. 
Boyd (WB) § (2,360: 
“Father of Bride” 
Oke $10.000. 
500. 


Earle (WB) (2.700; 50-99)—‘The 
Lawless” (Par). Thin $9,500. Last 
week, “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) and 
“Motor Patrol’? (Mono), $11,000. 


(M-G) (6th wk). 
Last week, big $12,- 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Cari- | 
$15,000. | 
Last week, “Night and City” (20th), 


boo Trail” (20th). -Fair 


$15,000. 

Goldman 
99\—“Friend 
Huge $26,000. 
Believe Me” (M-G), $8,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—‘‘Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Streng $12,000. Last week, $16,- 
000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB). Dull $15,000. 


(Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
Irma West” (Par). 


Last week, “Skipper Surprised His | 


| Wife” (M-G), $9,500. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 


| 
/ 99)\—“‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (4th | 


'wk). Great $23,000. Last week, 
(WB) (2,950: 50-99)— 
'“Great Jewel Robbery” (WB). 


Slow $10.000. Last week, “Fortunes 
Capt. Blood” (Col), $10,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99) 
—‘‘Return Frontiersman” (WB). 
Good $9,500. Last week, “Johnny 
One-Eye” (UA), $10,000. 


‘ 


Translux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL). Big $7,500. 
Last week, “Cinderella’ (RKO) 


(14th wk), fine $4,200. 


K.C. Biz Moderate But 
‘Irma’ Nifty at 13,000; 
‘Gunfighter’ Lusty 166 


Kansas City, July 4. 

Going is moderate for theatres 
on pre-holiday weekend, although 
at least three bills are holding up 
more than satisfactorily. “Gunfight- 
er” in the three Fox Midwest first- 
runs is aiming nice session. Para- 
mount shapes solid with “My 
Friend Irma Goes West,” and like- 
ly will go a second week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
“Tight Little Island” (U) (3d wk). 
Holding steady at $2,000. Last week 
nifty $2,300. a 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—Skipper Surprised His Wife” 
(M-G) and “Shadow on Wall” 
(M-G). In five days only light 
$9.000. Last week “Annie Get 





Gun” (M-G) (3d wk), nice $10,000. | 


Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) and 
'“God Is Co-Pilot” (WB) (reissues). 
‘Medium $8,500. Last week, ‘““Wom- 


an of Distinction” (Col) and “Cargo | 


Capetown” (Col), same. 
Faccmneunt (United Par) (1,900; 
45-65)—“Friend Irma West” (Par). 
Nifty $13,000, and holdover. Last 
week, “Colt .45” (WB) (2d wk), 
satisfactory $8,000. 
Tower—Uptown—Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 4 65) 
—“Gunfighter” (20th). Shooting for 
big $16,000. Last week, “Night and 





City” (20th). Average $13,000. 


50-99)— | 


Last week, “Please | 


‘Texas’ Fancy $9,000 In 
Mont’l.; ‘Bride’ 12G, 3d 


Montreal, July 4. 

Four new entries here this week 
do not mean much at boxoffice. 
Double weekend holiday drawing 
tourist trade, but not many to 
theatres. “Father of Bride” at 
|Loew’s still is sock in third week. 
'“Kid From Texas” at Imperial 
looks best of newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 
' Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
|““Love That Brute” (20th). Slow 
bees Last week, “Secret Fury” 
(RKO), $9,500. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
i“Big Hangover” (M-G). Mild $9.- 
}000. Last week, “After Midnight” 
|(Par) (2d wk), way off to $7,500. 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
Tarzan S#ave Girl’ (RKO) 
'wk). Holding at $6,000 following 
'fair $7,000 opener. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Father of Bride’’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still sock $12,000 after $15,500 for 
second. 
| Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Kid From Texas” (U) and “Jiggs, 
| Maggie Out West” (Mono). Fancy 
| $9,000. Last week, “Barricade” 
|(WB) and “Small Voice’ (WB), $5,- 
500. 

Orpheum 
“Johnny One-Eye” (UA) and “Girl 
San Lorenzo” (UA). 
Last week, “Walking Hills” 
and “Mississippi Rhythm” 
$4,500. 


Bride’ Boffola 
$15,000, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, July 4. 

Long holiday weekend is giving 
first-run biz a slight tilt here, with 
help from unseasonably cool, wet 
| Sunday that drove patrons to the- 
atres. “Father Of Bride” is easily 
the leader, with socko session in- 
suring a holdover at Loew’s. “Irma 
Goes West,” at Indiana, and “Gura- 
fighter,” at Circle, are okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


| 6s 


(Col) 
(Col), 





Last | 


65)—“Gunfighter” (20th) and “Side 
Show” (Mono). Oke $10,000. Last 
| week, “Caged” (WB) and “This 
Side of Law” (WB), fair $9,000. 


“Friend Irma West” (Par) and 
“Timber Fury” (Indie). Satisfac- 
tory $11,000. Last week, ““Coman- 
|che Territory” (U) and “Every- 
body’s Dancin’” (Lip), $10,000. 


Loew's (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 


“Father of Bride” (M-G). Smash 
$15,000. Last week, “Reformer and 
| Redhead” (M-G) and “Shadow on 
| Wall” (M-G), good $11,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—‘Re- 
_turn of Frontiersman” (WB). Tepid 


| $3.500. Last week, “Baboona” (In- | 


|die) and “I Married Adventure” 
| Uneie) (reissues), $3,000. 

| 
Wash. Takes to Woods; 
 “Crisis’-Vaude Okay 206 


| ‘Love’ Lush at $11,000 


Washington, July 4. 
It’s a disappointing holiday ses- 
sion here this week, with the na- 
tives taking to the outdoors instead 
of the theatres. “Crisis,” plus a 
special vaude bill, at Loew’s Capi- 
itol, is better than level of recent 
'weeks, but short of sock. RKO 
Keith’s “Love Happy” shapes ro- 
bust. “Golden Twenties” held well 
,in second round at the Dupont, 
‘yanked after three days. ‘““Bright 

Leaf” looks tepid at the Warner. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Crisis” (M-G) plus vaude. 





| Grant starrer and holiday biz. Last 

week, “Ticket Tomahawk” (20th) 

‘plus vaude, slow $15,000. 

| Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85)— 

“Golden Twenties” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Holding nicely to $4,000 after 
$5,000 last week. 

Keith’s (RKO) 

“Love Happy” (UA). Robust $11, 
000. Last week, “Johnny Holiday” 

| (UA), slow $6,000 for six days. 

Metropolitan (Warner! (1,163; 
44-74) — “Return Frontiersman” 
(WB). So-so $5,000. Last week, 
“Rocketship X-M” (Lip), bright 
$7,600. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) 
Holding okay with $13,000 after 
firm, but below expected at $17,000 
last week. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85) 
—“Saints and Sinners” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Steady $5,000 after $6,000 last 


week. 
Warner (WB) (2,164; 4480)— 
“Bright Leaf” (WB). Tepid $12,- 
“Good Humor 





000. Last week, 
| Man” (WB), $10,000. 


(2d | 


(C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— | 
Okay $5,000. | 


Nice | 
, $20,000, topping recent weeks, but | 
far from hep for combo of_ Cary | 


(1,939; 44-80)—. 


(3d wk). | 





| 


Voice’-July 4 Stageshow Sock 1486, 
‘Moon’ Rockets to 446, ‘White Tower’ 


Inthe Black 156; Holiday Ups Bway 


| 


' Long Fourth of July weekend,|000 or near. Last week, “Baron of 
with the help of upped scales, is | Arizona” (Lip) with vaude, $14,500. 


perking up Broadway first-run 


trade this session. 


Deluxers also|—‘“Eagle and Hawk” 


Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.50) 
(Par) with 


had the benefit of eight new bills | Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour Quartet, 


|launched during the week. 


It | Herbie Fields orch onstage. Opens 


does not promise to measure up|today (Wed.). Last week, “Secret 


to a year ago but regarded as sat- 
|isfactory in many houses. There 
was the usual exodus of New 
Yorkers to summer resorts and 
beaches, unusually large this year, 


| Gloria 


(RKO) plus 
DeHaven, 


Jack Carter, 
Ray Anthony 


Fury” 


!orch topping stageshow (2d wk), 


| barely 


okay with $53,000 after 


'$59,000 opener. 


but nearly as many out-of-towners | 


came into the city. Some of these, 
however, were not spending high 
prices for theatre entertainment. 
Saturday was mild for such day 
, of the week but Sunday pushed up 
sharply ahead of normal Sunday 
trade. Best of the four days was 
| Monday (3) with customary pre- 
holiday crowds on Broadway that 
night. While night business 
|tapered off yesterday (July 4), 
higher scales partly overcame this 
dip. 
| The Musie Hall is 
|most money by far with ‘Next 
| Voice You Hear” plus Independ- 
}ence Day stagshow. After slipping 


Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
— “Rocking Horse Winner” (U) 


|(4th wk). Present week ending to- 
|day (Wed.) holding in fine fashfon 


laround $6,500 


after $7,000 last 


| week. Continues. 


f 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Next 


| Voice You Hear’ (M-G) with In- 
|dependence Day stageshow. Head- 
ling for big $148,000, with annual 
| July 4 stageshow taking consider- 


getting the | 


‘able credit. Holds. Got in five 
;Shows yesterday (Tues.). Last 
| week, .“Father of Bride’’ (M-G) 
with stageshow (6th wk), smash 


| $137,000, making terrific $854,000 
'for six-week run, one of biggest 


i some on Friday and Saturday af- | 


| ternoon following a-big teeoff, the 
| Hall came back strongly Saturday 
{night and the subsequent days of 
| the initial week, with big $148,000 
|in prospect. 

| * “Destination Moon” also is socko 


| issues). 


longruns ever at Hall. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98) — 
“Naughty Nineties” (Indie) and 
“One Night in Tropics” (Indie) (re- 


Opened Monday (3). In 
| ahead, “Sudan” (EL), modest 
$5,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 


‘with $44,000 having been racked |$1.50)—‘“If This Be Sin” (UA). In 


up in the first week ai the May- 
| fair. 
| previous topper, “Iwo Jima,” in 
| atttendance the first two days, but 
| did not maintain this pace in the 
| following four days. However, 
|this money represents one of the 
‘bigger weeks at the house, and 
bow of few new films doing strong- 
| 4y. 


| “ 2 . 004 
| White Tower” looms fairly d\i 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- | with $15,000 at the Criterion but | —— 


|““Without Honor” is dragging bot- 
;tom near $8,000 at the Globe. “If 
| This Be Sin” also is slow at $11,000 
|on first Rivoli stanza. Palace, with 


'vaude, is picking up to around 
| $21,000, which puts house back in 
the winning bracket. Rialto’s new 
| reissue combo is only so-so. 

Capitol appears to have a win- 
ner.in “Crisis” with Ralph Flana- 
|gan band and Thelma Carpenter 
‘topping stageshow. Opening day 
|Monday (3) was one of strongest 
'at Cap in some time, with sock 
total for first two days. 


Second week of “Secret Fury” 
with Jack Carter, Gloria DeHaven 
and Ray Anthony band is only 
passably okay $53,000 at the Para- 
mount. Second frame of “Gun- 
fighter” with Robert Merrill, De 
Castro Sisters, others, onstage, is 
down to lukewarm $55,000, failing 
'to hold up as anticipated with holi- 
day influx. Both theatres are bring- 
ing in new bills this week. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
.—“The Lawless” (Par) (2d wk). 
'Being helped by July 4 weekend 
| but still very slow at $8,000 or 
less after only $12,000 opener. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (89th 
'wk). Holidays with resulting extra 
shows boosting this to nice $6,500 


| 


|week winding up 
Pic was running ahead of | (6) shapes slow $11,000, but hold- 


next Thursday 
ing. In ahead, “Yortunes Capt. 
Blood” (Col) (3d wk), light $9.000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 


\“The Gunfighter” (20th) with Rob- 


| ert 


Merrill, De Castro Sisters, 


lothers, onstage (2d-final wk). Not 


|doing so well 


for holiday week 


| with slim $55,000 after mild $62,- 


| 


) opening session, below hopes. 
Sidewalk Ends” (20th) 


with return of iceshows plus 


| Vivian Blaine. Will Mahoney on- 


| Dorsey orch 


Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 44-65)— | “Skipper Surprised His Wife” and | 


| 
| 





stage opens Friday (7). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (8th 
wk). Seventh round ended yester- 
day (Tues,) climbed up to sturdy 
$21,000, ahead of sizeable $20,000 
done in sixth week. Stays on. 

Strand (WB) (2,776; 55-$2) — 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB) and Tommy 
heading stage bill 
(3d-final wk). Down to $23,000 
after thin $28,000 for second 
round. “Flame and Arrow” (WB) 
opens Friday (7), with Jane Pick- 
ens, Buddy Lester topping stage- 
show. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
‘Winslow Boy” (EL) (5th wk). 
Fourth stanza ended Monday (3) 
held near previous round with $9,- 


000 after $11,000 last week. Holds 
on indef. 
Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 


74-$1.50)—“Kind Hearts and Coro- 


inets” (EL) (3d wk). Holding well 
| at $9,500 or over. Last week, smash 


$11,000. 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 


| $1.50/—“Third Man” (SRO) | (22d 
wk). Pushing to fine $9,500, with 


or close after $5,200 last week. | 


Stays on. 
— “Crisis” (M-G) 


with 
|'Flanagan orch, 


Thelma Carpenter 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 
Ralph | 


heading stageshow. Opened Mon- | 


day (3) in socko fashion. Last 
Charlie Spivak orch, Georgie Price 
heading stage bill (3d wk-11 days), 
slipped to mild $34,500. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—“White Tower” (RKO). In week 
ending next Friday (7) looks fairly 
good $15,000 or near. Holds. In 
ahead, “Tarzan Slave Girl” (RKO) 
$10,000 in 8 days. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
'—“Without Honor’ (UA). Shapes 
very lightweight at $8,000, being 


boost from holiday crowds. Last 


week, $8,500. 


Omaha B.0. Stil Slow; 
‘Love’ Hep 96, ‘Irma’ 116 


Omaha, July 4. 
Perfect outdoor weather, races, 
community sings, Western League 
night baseball and other seasonal 
headaches continue to clip biz al- 





‘though better than last weekend. 


'“Friend Irma Goes West” 


| 65)—‘‘Friend 


| (EL). 


week, “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) and | 
/ Omaha. 


“Love Happy” shapes nice at the 
“No Man of Own” in 5 
days looks okay at the Paramount. 
looms 
fairly good at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
Irma Goes West” 
(Par) and “Golden Gloves Story” 
Good $11,000. Last week, 
“Colt .45” (WB) and “Tarnished” 


(Rep), $10,800. 


especially slow for holiday week. | 


In ahead, ‘“‘Wagonmaster” (RKO) 


(2d wk), $7,000. “Honor” being re- | 


placed by “Mutiny on Bounty” 
'\(M-G) and “Day at Races” (M-G) 
(reissues) on Saturday (8). 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
— “Destination Moon” (EL) 


‘Last week. 


Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“No Man Own” (Par). Okay 
$8,500. Last week, “Gunfighter” 
(20th), $10,000. . 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
(Col). Fair $6,700 for five days. 
“Good Humor Man” 


(Col), $6,800. 


(2d | 


wk). First week ended last Mon-| 


day (3) night soared to smash $44,- 
000, for week at this house, and 


particularly fine for this time of | 


year and at current scale. In 
|ahead, “Rock Island Trail” (Rep) 
'(4th wk), $6,500. 

| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 
| Satpver Surprised Wife” 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘“Love Happy” (UA) and “Young 
Daniel Boone” (Mono). Fine $9, 
000. Last week, “Stage Fright” 
(WB) and “Counterpunch” (Mono), 


300. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
‘Great Rupert” (EL) and “Master 


55-$1.20)— | Minds” (Mono). Okay $4,800 in 6 
(M-G) | days. Last week, “Sierra” (U) and 


and vaude. Climbing te fine $21,- ' “Homicide for Three” (Rep), $4,400. 
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10 FILM REVIEWS LARIETY Bbc (Tn Meg Wo 
ee ° would discourage U. 8S. adher- 
The Cariboo Trail eee eae sae poe ee Miniature Reviews ence to the pact and _ thus 


(COLOR) 


Hollywood, June 30. 

20th-Fox release of Nat Holt produc- 
tion. Stars Randolph Scott, George | 
“Gabby” Hayes; features Bill Williams, | 
Karin Booth, Victor Jory. Directed by | 
Edwin . Marin. Screenplay, Frank | 
Gruber; story, John Rhodes Sturdy; cam- 
era (Cimecolor), Fred Jackman, Jr.; music, 


Paul Sawtell; editor, Philip Martin. Trade- 
} 


shown June 28, Running time, 
80 MINS. 

Jim Redfern............-Randolph Scott | 
TS Fe oes George “Gabby” Hayes | 
ot” Ree Aa Bill Williams | 
Ss ssh oa 4b 68.565 0 08:8 Karin Booth | 
). Ee ...+.-Wietor Jory | 
MN So a5 4 6s 6-00-0460 06% Douglas Kennedy | 
| RSS 5 ere ... Jim Davis 
. 3 "2A Dale Robertson 
i TT TE (> 600006 5006 ne Mary Stuart 
Cl ce bine tnd James Griffith 
DEG b spinaaesss 60436 Lee Tung Foo 
re noc acces eée'eae8 Tony Hughes 
BEES, WUMCCTS, 02 cc cccccvnvece Mary Kent 
SR iin a baad ths 00ea veue eae* Ray Hyke 
CEN. oo 5S cen satoceseoseces Jerry Root 
PMR FOR . scccdcccasccesoectes Cliff Clark | 


Bartender Tom Monroe 
Chief White Buffalo... Fred Libby 
‘“‘Kansas” Moehring 
Dorothy Adams 
Michael Barret 


Stage Driver......... 
Nurse 
Hotel Clerk 





“The Cariboo Trail” is a scenic, 
outdoor action feature that shapes 
up well for the market where Ran- 
dolph Scott starrers usually get a 
good play. The scenery and the 
action are rugged, the plot good 
and the pace fast, all factors that | 
weigh in its favor. 

Colorado’s mountain fastness does 
a strong doubling job for the Cen- 
tral British Columbia locale of the 
plot, providing plenty of eye-filling 
beauties for Fred Jackman, Jr.’s 
camera to lense in Cinecolor while | 
the action is run off. Title derives | 
from the section of the country in | 
which the story is based—not from | 
animal—and Nat Holt’s production 
supervision makes full use of locale | 
and other assists to earmark this 
one as easily marketable product. 

The Frank Gruber script, based | 
on John Rhodes Sturdy’s story, has 
Scott and Bill Williams trekking 
into the far northwest from Mon- 
tana. Scott eyes the country as a 
great ranching section while Wil- 
liams is thinking of gold. As they 
near what for them is the promised 
land, the small herd they are driv- 
ing is stampeded by henchmen of | 
Victor Jory, kingpin of the terri-| 
tory, and Williams loses his arm. | 
Scott, with Williams blafffing the 
cattle for the crippling, tries his 
luck alone in finding fortune and) 
battling Jory. | 

Script finds time for a light ro-| 
mantic touch in between Scott’s ad- 
venturing with the wilderness, 
Jory’s gunmen and hostile Indians. 
Taking care of this is Karin Booth, 
a beauty in color who is interested | 
in Scott’s welfare. However, stress 
of Edwin L. Marin’s direction 
wisely stays with the action and 
he sets up any number of fast-mov- 
ing chases and fights to insure 
quick movement. 

Cast fulfills the various assign- | 
ments most capably. In addition to 
Scott’s expert heroics, Williams 
does well by his part of the embit- | 
tered pal, and George “Gabby” 


jeopardize its over-all effectiveness. 
Furthermore, the U. S. “Manufac- 
turing Clause” may succumb to 
pressures from other quarters. 


Though still strongly favored by 
labor groups and some printing in- 
interests, the industry as a whole, 
with government support, favors 





Monopoly Claim 


National Screen Service Corp., 
Philadelphia, whereby Screen Serv- 
ice has acquired the sole and ex- 
clusive rights to manufacture and 
distribute poster advertising.” 


keep them paying fees to him, 
Withers acquires the killer horse 
by bribing a veterinarian who has 
been ordered to put the beast to 
death. The vet, L. Stanford Jolley, 
makes out a fake death certificate 
for the horse, but later turns 
against Withers and is murdered. 

ut not before the killer has de- 


“The Cariboo Trail” (Color) 
(20th). Randolph Scott in 
good outdoor action feature. 
Favorable draw. 

“Trigger, Jr.”” (Color) (Rep). 
Roy Rogers western with 
_battles between Trigger and a 

“killer horse. B.o. prospects OK. 

“The Savage Horde” (Song) 


| Jones, 


stroyed many valuable horses on 
ranches throughout the territory. 

Rogers finally tracks down sev- 
eral clues and learns that Withers 
has been using the horse for foul 
purposes. He and his pal, Gordon 
surrounded at the climax 
by Withers’ gang, are saved by the 
heroism of Peter Miles, Cleve-| 
land’s grandson, who brings help 
to the rescue although he had 
heretofore had a deep fear of rid- 
ing a horse. Rogers shoots the stal- 
lion at the end. 

Cowboy star is his usual pleasant 
self, leaping into action to foil the 
heavy and singing songs with Foy 
Willing and his Riders of the Pur- 
ple Sage. Miss Evans also does 
okay on one number and provides | 
the love interest for Rogers. Pat 
Brady, Jones, Withers, Miles, 
Cleveland, Frank Fenton and Jol- 
ley give good support. Trigger and 
Trigger, Jr. (after whom the pic- 
ture was named for some reason) | 
and the killer horse are all mag- 
nificent. Edward J. White’s pro- 
duction work is sound, but William 
Witney’s direction drags at times. | 

Dag. 





The Savage Horde | 


(SONG) 
Hollywood, June 30. 


Republic release of Joseph Kane pro- 
duction. Stars William Elliott, Adrian | 
Booth; features Grant Withers, Barbra 


Fuller, Noah Beery, Jim Davis. Directed 
by Kane. Screenplay, Kenneth Gamet; | 
story, Thames Williamson, Gerald Ger- 


aghty; camera, Reggie Lanning; song, | 
Stuart Hamblen; editor, Arthur Roberts. 
Previewed June 27, ’50. Running time, | 
90 MINS. 

7 Te re ey eee ee William Elliott | 
EAVES WOSSOE . 0628s ceeeeeer Adrian Booth 
PEOGCOR. ... ccc cteceasecnses Grant Withers 
|} Louise Cole.....cccscccces: Barbra Fuller 
Glenn Larrabee.............. Noah Beery | 
Lt. Mike Baker......cecceee:: Jim Davis | 
RPMI s 5.0 F035 60000468 825:0ebees Bob Steele | 
COR. PEM cscs evese. Douglass Dumbrille 
Mee ERO si peccesesce ses Will Wright 
BO «ain. 0:6 060000046-080 5% Roy Barcroft | 
Buck YVallop..cccccccesess Earle Hodgins | 
SAP Pre rere .Stuart Hamblen 
BSC.. GOWGS co vcccccvcceses Hal Taliaferro 





“The Savage Horde” is another 
version of the saga of Ringo, the 
famed gunslinger of the old west. 
While more formula and less costly | 
than the Ringo feature currently 
in release, Republic’s version | 
should get by in the general action 
market at which it is headed. Its 
chances are okay, but could have 
been better had the script stressed 
action more and talk less. 

William Elliott carries the story 
load as Ringo, a fast man with a 
gun and on the run from a self-| 


defense killing of an Army officer. | 


Travel brings him to a small town | 


, where the little ranchers are being | 


Hayes fits in neatly as an old pros- crushed by the empire dreams of | 


pector who takes up with Scott. | 


Grant Withers. Elliott sides with | 


ithe ‘Frog Symphony,” 


| boggan 


|derwater feeding of moose, 
|} any 











(Rep). Okay William Elliott 
action feature. 

“Beaver Valley” (Color) 
(RKO). Second in Walt Dis- 
ney’s True-Life Adventure 
series. Appealing novelty. 

ence. Second in Walt 


True-Life Adventure series, it is a 


smart followup to “Seal Island,” | 
first of the group planned to show | 


nature in the raw. 


Beautifully told | 


in color, sound and music, and with | 


a good dramatic pattern, this short 
feature should command attention 
for lower-case bookings. 


its elimination in the broader in- 
terests of free interflow of com- 
merce. Many believe elimination 
of the clause would ultimately open 
new U. S. markets to English- 
language books from abroad. For 
practical reasons, much of 
printing would be done in the 


Disney’s| U. S., thus aiding both labor and 


the printing industry. 


British acquiescence was 





also | United Artists, 


al Screen 


They further charge that Nation- 
Service “resorted to 
threats, untruthful statements, 
price-cutting, tie-in sales and other 


unfair practices in order to induce 
/existing customers to cease doing 
the | business with the plaintiffs.” 


The producers and distributors 
named as co-defendants include 
Loew’s, 20th-Fox, RKO, Columbia, 
Eagle Lion, Film 


motivated by the fact that another | Classics, Warner Bros., Paramount, 


international agreement on tariffs | Universal, 
Havana | 4nd their affiliates. 


and trades, called the 
Charter of the International Trade 
| Organization, is now being con- 


Alfred Milotte took his cameras | 
into the wilderness of Montana and | 
Minnesota to obtain the footage | 


that has been put together in fas- 
cinating fashion. 
a beaver pond and the wild life 
that inhabits it. The 


It’s the story of | 


industrious | 


beaver, busily building his dams | 
and lodges; the playful otters, wil- | 


spawning salmon and hungry bear 


|are all there on film to intrigue 


for a very short 32 minutes. 


Some of the things that stand out 
in the interesting footage include 


tion by Paul Smith that accom- 
panies the croakers’ 
throat serenade at dusk, and the 
striking manner in which the 


| soundtrack brings to life the voice 


of the woodland inhabitants. 
There’s humor to be found in the 


amusing is the use of snow-covered 
banks by the otters as natural to- 
slides. Scenes of a mer- 
ganser teaching her young to fly; 
a raccoon hunting crayfish; the un- 


number of others command 


derness clowns; the slow coyote; | 
|the birds, crickets and _ frogs; | 


e | Office went on record favoring its | 4VeTage man, 
a composi- | 


bellowed- | 


| way the otters clown. Particularly | 


and | 


full attention in this unusual sub-| 


| ject. 


Technical credits rate high. In 


addition to Milotte’s lensing, other | 


| footage was contributed by Karl H. 


Maslowski and Murl Deusing, and | 


it was all done with the coopera- 
tion of the Montana Fish and Game 
Dept. and the Minnesota Division 
of Game and Fish. 
ler’s narration of the script by Law- 


rence Edward Watkin and Ted 
Sears; Smith’s music; James Al- 
gar’s direction and Ben Sharp-| 


steen’s production supervision help 
the natural action. Editing by Nor- 
man Palmer is excellent. Brog. 


La Forza Del Destino 
(ITALIAN) 


Genoa, June 23. 
Union Film release of a Continentalcine- 


Jory’s villain is a smooth job. Ex-| the faction of small ranchers and Gallone production. Stars Nelly Corradi, 


cellent are Douglas Kennedy and) 


Jim Davis as two of Jory’s gunmen. pursuers catch up, 


Lee Tung Foo, as a Chinese cook; 
Dale Robertson, Mary Stuart and 
others expertly carry out produc- 
tion aims. 

Paul Sawtell’s musie score is 
themed to the action premise and 
sharpens some of the more rugged 
moments. Editing is tight, holding 
the film to a swift 80 minutes, a 
very good length for the market. 

Brog. 


Trigger. Jr. 
(SONGS-COLOR) 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Republic release of Edward J. White 
production. Directed by William Witney. 
Stars Roy Rogers, Dale Evans; features 


Winston Hib- | 


sidered for ratification by the U. S. 
Congress. 

This treaty would clearly re- 
quire deletion of the ““Manufactur- 


right Law. U. S. State Depart- 
ment, in support of the Havana 
Charter recently testified before a 
House Committee that the ‘“Man- 


| 


} 
} 


Monogram, Republic, 
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Continued from page 4 


ing Clause” from the U. S. Copy-| with World War II and its subse- 


quent international problems, it is 
expected that the current Korean 
situation will hypo their grosses. 


Twentieth’s picture, titled “Fare- 


ufacturing Clause” was simply aj Well to Yesterday,” will tee off with 
poorly-disguised trade barrier and|the end of World War I and fol- 


not a proper subject of copyright |!0w through to the present. 
Both the State De-| according to 20th, will concentrate 


legislation. 


Film, 


partment and the U. S. Copyright| 0n the “meaning of events to the 


” 


coming “directly to 


elimination and are now preparing | 8Tips with the present impasse in 
to draft a law for this purpose in| World affairs.” Produced by Movie- 
the event U. S. adopts the Havana|tonews in N. Y. under the super- 


Charter. 
Pact in Preparation for a Year 


The new international agreement 
adopted ‘at Florence has been in 
preparation for over a year. 


| 


| 


vision of Edmund Reek, the pic- 
ture includes footage culled from 


over 500,000 feet of negative, in- 


cluding material of the U. S. armed 


| services and of the British, French, 


Prior | Dutch, 


Belgian, Canadian, Aus- 


to its submission to the UNESCO | tralian, Russian, German and Jap- 


General Conference, it was 
dorsed by the Council of Europe 
and the Brussels Treaty Powers. 
It becomes effective when ratified 
by 10 countries, 


As part of the growing trend 
toward facilitating the 


| and educational materials, the U.S. 


Treasury Department proposed 
legislation which would streamline 
customs clearance by eliminating 


the present archaic tangle of red-| 


tape. 
This represents a boon to mo- 


| 


en-| anese governments. 


Film, running 88 minutes, was 
edited by Louis Tetunie and script- 
ed by Joseph Kenas. Jack Shaind- 
lin handled the musical direction, 
with a special score recorded by a 


: inter-| large symphony orch. 
national flow of cultural, scientific | . 
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raise as much of the $150,000 as it 
found possible, with the Interna- 


; tion picture and book publishing| tional retaining the obligation to 


interests in particular, since the| provide the balance. 


headaches and waste of time in- 
volved in clearing customs is gen- 


| 


N. ¥. Tent’s Position 


New York tent, No. 35, which 


| erally regarded as a more impos-| was established little more than a 
| ing barrier to the importation of | year ago, was considering a num- 
| films and books than actual cost of | ber of charities as possible recipi- 
| duty. Legislation is expected to be| ents of its largesse. Chief Barker 


| adopted by Congress. 


| 











Max A. Cohen named a committee, 


.| headed by circuit op Leo Brecher, 


to look into the Will Rogers idea. 


, Gino Sinimberghi, tag neni oo a 

: miller. Directed by armine_ Gallone; 
- ; 4 to help ruin | screenplay, Gallone, Corsi, Poggi, De 
ithers’ grandiose schemes. | Felice; based on opera by Giuseppe Verdi; 


Thames Williamson and Gerald} camera, Aldo Giordani: music, Giuseppe 
| Verdi, by orchestra and chorus of Rome | 


stays on, at the risk of having his Brecher’s group vetoed it as being 
| too big. Committee reportedly felt 
| also that it would be advantageous 


,for the fledgling tent to align it- 


June B.0. Champ 
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ck 


| Geraghty provided a good action 
| story, but the scripting by Kenneth 

Gamet and Joseph Kane’s direction 
,emphasize the dialog’ too much in 
ithe first half, making the good 

movement in the latter half a long 
|time coming. However, when 
| does start going, Kane whips it 


{along and stages a number of mass | 
'clashes that will pay off with the) 


| shoot-’em-up fans. Final gunfight, 


a typical street-stalking melee, gets 
| across neatly. 
+ Elliott is a good, tight-lipped 
| western hero and will be liked. So 
| will Adrian Booth as the girl who 


it | 


Opera. At Moderno, Genoa. Runing time, 
110 MINS. 





| 


dates as the past month ended. “In 
|a Lonely Place” (Col) hints as good 


Filmed version of the Giuseppe | possibilities as any of these, based’ 
| Verdi opera will find its appeal | 


on biz in a few scattered dates. 


‘mainly via musie lovers who will | “Next Voice You Hear” (M-G), ap- 


ity and lack of action for its mu- 
sical merits. 
Spoken commentary is used to 


| set scenes and bridge action gaps,! sh 
but neither in scene direction nor | 
' in overall structure of the pic does | 
director Carmine Gallone attain | 


overlook its generally static qual-| parently a toughie to sell, is doing 


great on initial week at N. Y. Music 
Hall, but is having the advantage 
| of annual Independence Day stage- 





there. 
“Bright Leaf’ (WB) didn’t show 


the fluidity of his preceding “Il | 4 great deal on its first playdates. 


Trovatore.” 


Latter, however, had | “Winchester a (U), which did 


self with a charity which it could 





ow and July 4 weekend crowds | 


operate and with which it could be 
more closely associated. 

Decision was communicated June 
1 to the hospital finance commit- 
tee at a meeting attended by vir- 
tually all its members, top execs 
of the New York tent and the di- 
rector and other officials of the 
sanatorium, who had come down 
from Saranac to answer questions. 
Former International Chief Barker 
Robert J. O'Donnell flew from 
Dallas to chairman the session. 


Withers. Peter Miles, George’ Cleveland, | loves Ringo but can’t take his gun-| the advantage of a greater adapta- | fairly well at N. Y. Paramount, is| Finance committee, aside from 
Raynor Lehr Circus, Foy, Willing and | fighter reputation. Withers is a ca-| bility with regard to dramatic and | being launched extensively shorily. | hopae'™ pincwices, Charles M. 
Peter Tinturin. Foy Willing, Darol Rice; | P20!€ heavy for this type actioner. | film values. Performances are| ‘The Lawless” (Par) has been ex- | *©@84Nn, — —- 

queeneley, Gerald “Geralte; summers | ween Beery, Barbra Fuller, Jim okay though with a_ tendency tremely spotty to date. | Charles E. (Chick) Lewis. They 
(Trucolor), Jack Marta; music, R. Dale; Davis, Douglass Dumbrille, Will | towards the theatrical. Voices of put in a big pitch at the June 1 


Butts; editor, Tony Martinelli. Previewed 
June 28, 50. Running time, 68 MINS. 





a, Serer eevee Himself 
cL, M060 6e66o mee eece us Himself 
Kay Harkride Dale Evans 

PEED: 5-0 60-806 00064600 coccccosss Fat Brady 
NL..« +5664 00 86OG080004 Gordon Jones 
BIONtY MAMNSOR...cccccecees Grant Withers 
COPE nS re eS Peter Miles 
COL, MOPRTIGO .60kcecis George Cleveland 
Sheriff Pettigrew.......... Frank Fentom 
2? eee I. Stanford Jolley 


Rancher Wilkins Stanley Andrews 
Raynor Lehr Circus 
Foy Willing and Riders of the Purple Sage 





Roy Rogers and his horse, Trig- 
ger, will have their usual strong 


appeal in this Trucolor western, as | 


always, with the added excitement 
of deadly battles between the 
“smartest horse in the films” and 
a white killer stallion. More or less 
standard plot is lifted out of the 
rut by the sequences showing the 
killer horse on the rampage. These 
save “Trigger, Jr.” from slow-paced 
direction and lack of punch in 
other scenes. 

Rogers is the head of a traveling 
western show in this one, winter- 
quartering op the ranch of an old 
showman, George Cleveland, and 
his pretty daughter, -Dale Evans. 
Menace is supplied by Grant With- 
ers, operator of a range patrol 
service. Cleveland knows that 
Withers is responsible for some 


| Wright, Roy Barcroft, Earle Hodg- 
- ins are among others standard to a 
| western cast. Presence of Bob 
| Steele as a sneaky heavy will come 
|'as a shock to the moppets who 
| have been following his hero ad- 
| ventures in old oaters via tele- 
| vision. 

| As producer, Kane shaped the 
| physical values in okay fashion to 
| show off the outdoor plot. Stuart 
| Hamblen both cleffed and sings one 
| stock prairie tune, as well as play- 


|ing a small rancher. Reggie Lan- | 


Beaver Valley 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, June 30. 
RKO release of Walt Disney True-Life 
Adventure production. Directed by James 
| Algar. Screenplay, Lawrence Edward 





| Watkin, Ted Sears; narrated by Winston | criminatory weapon aimed at Brit-| numerous 
; ish printers in pre-World War I sustained 
| Maslowski, Murl Deusing; technical ad-| days when American industry was | tions. 


| Hibler; 
| Milotte; 


camera (Technicolor), 
added photography, 


Alfred G. 
Karl 


| visor, Emil .E. Liers; animation inserts, 
| Jack Boyd, Dick Anthony; special process, 

Ub Iwerks; sound, C. O. Slyfield; editor, 
| Norman Palmer; music, Paul Smith. 
| Tradeshown June 29, ’50. Running time, 


32 MINS. 





, “Beaver Valley” will make peep- 
} ing-tom naturalists out of its audi- 


|Caterina Mancini and _ Galliano 
| Masino have been dubbed for prin- 
| cipals, played by Nelly Corradi and 
Gino Sinimberghi. Chorus and 
| Rome Opera Orchestra’s music are 
ably blended and well-recorded. 











| Freer Movement 


Continued from page 2 = 





| Hawk. 
| 


quires the typesetting, printing and 


| binding of all 


English-language Holiday” 


“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
(Col) hints some possibilities. 
“Good Humor Man” (Col), which 
was very uneven on first week out, 
indicates some strength on subse- 
quent engagements. 


“Destination Moon” (EL) looks 





,, to cash in on the noveity theme, 


judging from the sock week it is 
getting on its teeoff in N. Y. “Rob- 
inson Story,” from the same firm, 
| also will likely continue to do size- 
| able biz as long as the major league 


in some engagements, is generally 
| spotty over the country. “Johnny 


(UA) came through with 


books seeking U. S. copyright to be | some additional pleasin 
: i s g dates dur- 
| done in the U. S., except for the ing the month despite adverse con- 


first 1,500 copies. 


It is now gen-' ditions. 


“The Big Lift” (20th) was 


erally regarded as an outmoded dis-| rated a major disappointment in 


in its infancy. 
British Finally Yield 
British delegation to the Flor- 





| 
| 


| the deletion of the clause pre- 
| serving 


spots, never shqwing any 
strength in most loca- 


as “Kill the Umpire” (Col) was in a 
| like category, failing to catch on 
_via the baseball angle. “So Young, 


/ence Conference finally relented| So Bad” (UA) was rated fine on 
in view of the realization that! several initial engagements. ‘For- 


| tunes of Capt. Blood” (Col) failed 
existing copyright laws! to draw as well as expected. 


} 
| 





| 
| 


meet, resulting in Cohen’s decision 
to have his committee reconsider. 
Session at which the answer is to 
be delivered was originally slated 
for tomorrow (Thursday), but is be- 
ing postponed because of an alle 
day session of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organization’s man- 
agement and personnel committee. 
Brecher is chairman of that. 
While Montague’s group fore- 
sees Tent 35 eventually taking over 
management of the Saranac insti- 


|ning’s lensing gives it all a good| called ‘Manufacturing Clause.”| pennant races are in full swin ion i , 
| display and other technical assists | Latter is unique in copyright legis- | “Rock Island Trail” (Rep) iii a a a a ne decide i 
are able. Brog. | lation of the world in that it re- : nancing propos 


tion, it does not feel that the tent 
should be handed that responsibil- 
ity as yet. Involved, as well as op- 
eration of the hospital _ itself, 
would be $220,000 in cash in the 
Will Rogers treasury. 

This money is the balance of 
$260,000 raised last year for sup- 
port of the hospital by a salesman- 
agers’ committee headed by Mon- 
tague. At that time: the major 


/companies also pledged a total of 


$75,000 a year for two years. Com- 
mitment has one more year to run, 
except by Paramount, which paid 
its contribution in full prior to its 
divorcement at the end of last year. 
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THEY WILL FILL 
EVERY THEATRE 
IN AMERICA 19: 
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DOUBLE PAGE FULL COLOR AD in LIFE MAGAZINE x..0"2s 


S$ DOUBLE PAGE FULL COLOR AD in LOOK MAGAZINE cc's 
DOUBLE PAGE FULL COLOR AD in GOOD HOUSEKEEPING <°,0:""20 


DOUBLE PAGE FULL COLOR AD in COSMOPOLITAN x22" 
(Count ‘em . FULL COLOR NEWSPAPER AD in AMERICAN WEEKLY 0%" 
FULL COLOR NEWSPAPER AD in PICTORIAL REVIEW 2c." 


AM o AT C ak FULL COLOR NEWSPAPER AD in PUCK, The Comic Weekly <:..0"'3 
FULL PAGE FULL COLOR AD in HARPER'S BAZAAR :...0:. 





| 2 


and in HOUSE BEAUTIFUL «-..0"'s. and in TOWN & COUNTRY s.c03 


lissue of June 26) 


a COVER and 4-page FEATURE in LIFE 


as Book-of-the-Month, Best Seller, Bantam edition, and 


in 21-day newspaper serialization starting August 12. 
(Get your local editor to order serialization from King Features Syndicate.) 


CARMEL SNOW, 


America’s No. 1 Fashion Authority and Editor-in-chief of Harper's Bazaar says 


Black Kost will be one of the most: fashionable colora of alt!” 


{Your wife knows all about “Black Rose’—ask her!) 


8 NATIONAL MANUFACTURERS! 


are creating, advertising and promoting Black Rose Fashions—ranging from a Black Rose 
(Schenley) Cocktail to a Black Rose (Tula) Nightie — and they’li all be working for you! 


2,000 DEPARTMENT STORES! 


will be advertising and selling “Black Rose’’ — They are waiting for you 
for window displays, in-store promotions, co-op ads and lobby tie-ins! 
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Color by LECHMICOLOR 


one PWER,- Aso WELLES 
Cecile NUBRY “eck HAWKINS 


MICHAEL RENNIE * FINLAY CURRIE * HERBERT LOM + MARY CLARE 


BOBBY BLAKE* ALFONSO BEDOYA* GIBB McLAUGHLIN * JAMES ROBERTSON JUSTICE* HENRY OSCAR* LAURENCE HARVEY 


Directed by HENRY HATHAWAY Produces» LOUIS D. LIGHTON 
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SCREEN PLAY BY TALBOT JENNINGS + BASED ON THE NoveLBY |HOMAS B. COSTAIN 
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T 296,904,912 people will be pre-sold 
that there’s never been a picture like 
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Argent. Producers Would End Dual 
Censorships; Exhibs Demand Supplies 


Montevideo, June 27. + 





A movement is currently afoot 
among Argentine film producers to 
eliminate the policy of dual cen- 
sorship which gives both the En- 
tertainment Board and municipal 
authorities the right to nix films. 
producers feel there’s a need for 
unification in order to avoid such 


discrepancies as occurred recently | 
with the French-made “Manon.” | 





Mexico’s ‘Fury’ Outlay 
Of $519,000 New High 


Mexico City, June 27. 
“Furia Roja” (Red Fury), first 
production of the American-Mexi- 
can-backed Filmadora Internacion- | 
al, just completed here in Spanish | 





Pis was given the greenlight by the | and English, was turned out for | 


Entertainment Board, but tabbed | 


objectionable by the Buenos Aires 
municipal authorities. 


The ban on “Manon” merely 


|Ignacio Beteta, 


| 


| department and cousin of Finance 


a reported cost of $519,000. Gen. | 


director of the | 


Mexican government’s munitions | 


served to publicize the picture, | Minister Lic. Ramon Beteta, is In- 
with a large number of filmgoers | ternational’s prexy. Cost is a new 


crossing the city limits of Buenos | 
A reissue 


Aires to catch the film. 


high for a film made in Mexico. 
Arturo de Cordoba and Emilia 


of “Dreyfus” was banned recently Guiu, Spanish blonde who is a/| 


by the municipal censors 


; who|name in 
claimed they wished to avoid any | 


head | 
cast. 


Mexican 
Spanish 


pix, 


“Fury’s” version 


provocation of anti-semitic feeling. | Zachary Scott, Veronica Lake and | 


Argentine exhibitors have suc- | 


ceeded in prevailing upon the} 
municipal authorities in Buenos | 
Aires to allow them to continue | 
showing films on a grind policy. | 
Some Argentine theatres are faced | 
with probable shuttering unless | 
carbons for film projectors can be 
obtained. 

Most of these houses have been 
without new carbons for the last 
two years and as a result the pic- 
tures shown appear to be almost 
completely blacked out. The The- 
atre Owners’ Assn. has made an 
appeal to Senora de Peron to in-| 
tercede in their behalf with the | 
Economic Council in asking for a/| 
reissuance of import permits for 
carbons, 

For the first time in a long while | 
two foreign films opened. recently 
in Buenos Aires. One was the 
British-made “Take My Life” (EL), 
which opened at the Metropolitan, 
and the other was “Cry of the 
City” (20th), which went into the | 
Ocean and was advedtised as the | 
first of coming releases. 


Stage Hazards Mar Paris 
Fete; Cantor’s No-Refund | 
Plea for Orphan Benefit 


Paris, July. 4. 

Eddie Cantor is heading a drive | 
to convince $4-$14 pewholders at 
the open-air benefit, “Nuit de 
Paris,” not to take refunds which 
the management feels it may be 
compelled to offer. Concert for 
the benefit of Resistance and Po- 
lice orphans had to be called off 
at the end of the first half because 
it was found that cables supporting 
an eight-ton light and sound chan- 
delier were insufficient, and a fall 
would have jeopardized the safety 
of the stage talent. 

Cantor, Laurel & Hardy, plus the 
Eiffel Tower fireworks display, had 
already been shown when the con- 
cert was called off. Cantor feels 
that the orphans’ share of the pro- 
ceeds would vanish if all accept the 
refunds to which they are legally 
entitled. 

Patrons of the $4 to $14 seats 
Sat on wooden bleachers, specially 
erected on the bridge and Seine 
river bank. Fortunately, these cus- 
tomers refrained from stamping 
their feet, which might have caused 
the equipment to fall. 

Management is considering su- 
ing the contractors for the pro- 
ceeds. It’s expected that many 
ticketholders will refrain from ask- 
ing refunds because of the pitch 
Cantor made at the show. 

Show biz and pix have been play- 
ing the major appeal in “La Saison 
De Paris” which will be brought to 
a climax July 1 with a panoramic 
Show to cover acres of ground. 
This season has seen the rustlings 
of the pre-war Paris glitter and 
Swank. The season consists of a 
Series of gala benefits. Most of the 
big name cabaret and stage stars 
have taken part in the galas with 
the added world preems of such pix 
as Max Ophul’s “La Ronde,” Geza 
Radvanyi’s “Femmes Sans Nom” 
and Jean Cocteau’s “Orphee.” 
Benefit regulars have been Edith 
Piaf, Les Frere Jacques, Bourvil, 
Line Renaud, Paris Opera Ballet 
featuring Serge Lifar and Tamara 


Toumanova, Oscar Straus and 
Others, 














Ruth Draper's Edinburgh Hit 
Edinburgh, June 27. 
Ruth Draper registered strongly 
at the Lyceum here in a series of 
her one-woman character sketches. 


r- *- 





|ler’s favorite camera girl. Article 


| who, as a so-called prominent of 


de Cordoba head the English ver- | 
sion’s cast. Total production ran/ 
only 11 weeks. 


Leni Back in News 


With ‘Lowland’ 


Vienna, June 27. 
Eulogistice article about Leni Rie- 
fenstahl in Salzburger Nachrichten, 
far rightist paper, has set off anew | 
the years-old controversy on Hit- | 





said that “almost legendary Rie- 
fenstahl film, “Lowland,” may still 
be released this year. Only some 
cutting and musical synchroniza- 
tion remain to be finished. Then 
the name and prestige of a woman 


the Third Reich, has been perse- 
cuted and insulted, will be rehabil- 
itated.” 

Yarn went on to say that Leni’s 
income was much greater before 
Hitler than in later years when 
among other trinkets the Fuehrer 
gave her exclusive film rights to 
the 1936 Olympic Games in Gar- 
misch and Berlin. In 1945, French 
occupation authorities allowed Rie- 
fenstahl to resume shooting on her 
“Lowland” project in the Tyrolean 
mountain settings where she had 
started it under the Nazis. She is 
listed as author, director and lead- 
ing actress of the pic, as well as 
camerawoman. Scenes in snowy 
mountains and valleys have been 
accumulating in Leni’s files since 
1934. Cost to date is listed as 
5,000,000 marks (about $1,000,000 
at current exchange). 


Nachichten story natrually set 
off anti-Riefenstahl blasts from 
other papers. In actuality since 
she has been formally denazified, 
her film may be released like any 
other and will stand or fall on criti- 
cal and public reception without 
political angle. Prominent Nazis 
in show and picture biz have re- 
entered their former positions 
almost without exception. Such 
figures as Ferdinand Marion, who 
starred in the notorious anti- 
semitic “Jew Suss,” and Paula 
Wessely, who played the lead in 
vicious “Homecoming” for Goeb- 
bels, are again filming in star roles. 


ABP Net $1,490,479 


London, June 29. 


Prading profits of Associated 
British Picture Corp. for year 
ended last March 31 have soared 
to $6,175,715, an increase of more 
than $400,000 over previous year 
$5,708,533. Board is recommend- 
ing a final dividend of 1242% on 
ordinary stock which with interim 
dividend, will equal last year’s 20% 
payment. 

After taxation, depreciation and | 
other commitments, the company | 
showed a net profit of $1,490,479, | 
compared with $1,261,716 in 1949. 











CURTIS TO WILLIAMSON-TAIT 
Sydney, June 27. 

Percy Curtis, longtime pic pub- 

licity topper with Universal and 

later RKO, has moved over to 

Williamson-Tait, as publicity chief. 


W-T presently have “Okla- 
homa!” “Streetear Named Desire,’ 
“Harvey,” “Annie Get Your Gun” 





(repeat), and Gilbert-Sullivan opera | 


troupe in Aussie zone, 


Wolfit Lacks Irish Luck 


Dublin, June 30. 

Englishman Donald Wolfit lacked 
the luck of the Irish during his 
season here. In his second week 
of classical plays at the Gaiéiy, the 
Star ran a high temperature but 
continued to play. Then his gen- 
eral manager T. Graham Pockett 
suffered a heart attack, and fol- 
lowing day the company secretary 
Maureen O'Connell was also hos- | 
pitalized. 

All are convalescent again. And 
with all this biz was not so good, 
a heat wave trimming all theatre 
takes. 





Russo Legiters 


Cool Weather Ups London Film Biz: 


‘Treasure Island 


Bride’ Big 186, 








Active; Tolstoy 
Body Revived 


Leningrad, June 27. 

The legit scene here and in 
other Russian cities is active with | 
a number of new plays having 
opened recently. The Komsomol! 
theatre is offering “The Family,” 
which deals with the youth of | 
V. I. Lenin. Alexander Stein’s | 
“The Admiral’s Flag,” being pre- 
sented at the Dramatical theatre 
here revolves around the life of 
Admiral Usshakow. The New 
Theatre has Nikolaj Nikitin’s “The 
Lucky Child,’ dealing with some 
Americans and their fight against 
war instigators. Last shown here 
some 20 years ago, Leo Tolstoy’s 
“The Living Body” is currently 
being presented at the Academical 
theatre. 

A new Russian opera, “The 
Young Guards,” written by Metjus 
and based on a novel by Alexander 
Fadejeu, is being offered by the 
Little Opera here. Work has also 
been filmed. 

Elmer Grin’s novel, “Wind From 
the South,” has been turned into a 
play by the author and B. Filippov, 
director at the Russian Dramatical 
theatre in Petroskoj (formerly iu 
Finnish Carelia). The novel was 
awarded the Stalin prize in SSSR. 
It’s been reported that some of the 
theatres in Frunse, capital of the 
Kirgisian Republic, will send 
shows out on tour. 

An old German play, “Intrigues 
and Love,” has been drawing a 
warm reception in Glubokoje in 
Irtysh, East Kasachstan. Mikhail 
Krassew’s ‘‘Mascha and the Bear’ 
and “The Fly,” botH one-act operas 
geared for kiddie consumption, 
have been recefved cordially in 
Moscow. The former received the 
Stalin prize. 

“From Every Heart,” an opera 
based on the novel of the same 
name, preemed recently at Mos- 
cow’s Bolshoj-Theatre. From the 
Bjelo-Russian Republic of the 
SSSR it is reported that approxi- 
mately 2,000 producing groups, 
composed of about 50,000 people, 
are engaged in theatrical work in 
that province. 

“The Puszta - Cavalliers,” Hun- 
garian-made and starring come- 
dian Kalman Latabar, is scheduled 
to open soon, 


‘COCKTAIL,’ ‘STREETCAR’ 
SET FOR VIENNA IN FALL 


Vienna’, June 27. 

News of New York’s reception 
of T. S. Eliot’s “Cocktail Party” 
finally reached Vienna, and the 
Theatre in der Josefstadt is consid- 
ering the play for presentation in 
the fall. Production was suggested 
by Ernst Lothar, Vienna-born 
American director and former U.S. 
Theatre Officer in Vienna. 

Lothar, who staged “Death of a 
Salesman” for the Josefstadt this 
season, probably will direct ‘“Cock- 
tail Party.” 

Tennessee Williams’ “Streetcar 
Named Desire” (“Endstation Sehn- 
sucht”), after having been turned 
down by every theatre here as too 
hot to handle in the face of pos- 
sible Catholic opposition, will be 
produced after all by the state- 
subsidized Burgtheatre. Production 
was reconsidered after Berthold 
Viertel, important Burgtheatre di- 
rector and translator of the Wil- 
liams’ drama into German, guest 
produced the play with great suc- 
cess in Berlin. 








Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 














Lesser Gets Pic Rights 
To Brit. ‘Black Chiffon’ 


London, June 28., 

A deal has been set between Sol 
Lesser and John Wildberg under 
which the former acquires a half 
share interest in “Black Chiffon.” 
Deal, is understood to involve a/| 
guarantee by Lesser of over 
$50,000. 

The original West End produc- 
tion of “Black Chiffon’’ has been 
slightly remodelled and is now on 
the road prior to its transfer to 
America. It will have a short try- 
out in Boston before moving to 
Broadway at the end of Septem- 
ber. The Lesser-Wildberg deal 
also covers film rights. It’s uncer- 
tain whether Flora Robson, who 
stars in the production, will be 
asked to play the pix lead. 





Yank Reissues — 
* Score in Argent. 


Buenos Aires, June 27. 

Reissues of American pix have 
been drawing strong returns in 
Buenos Aires since March of last 
year when the recently-ended ban 
on the import of U. §. films was 
first inaugurated. During that 
period, U. S. distribs with practi- 
cally no new product, were forced 
to book the oldies. 

Among the older pix, which did 
well at the b.o., were: Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Fantasia’ (RKO), grossed 
$13,555 in two weeks at the Gau- 
mont and $18,500 in one week at 
the Gran Palace; “Spellbound” 
(RKO), $25,000 in two weeks at the 
Opera and one week at the Roca; 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls” (Par), 
$51,622 in three weeks at the 
Ocean and two weeks at the Gran 
Palace; “General Died at Dawn” 
(Par), $20,000 in three weeks at 
the Florida; and “‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer” (Par), $14,400 in three 
weeks at the Los Angeles. 

Also ‘The Virginian” (Par), $14,- 
060 in two weeks at the Los An- 
geles; “Clive of India’ (UA), $14,- 
440 in three weeks at the Florida; 
“Casablanca” (WB), $9,600 in two 
weeks at the Ideal; “Pacific Adven-, 
ture” (Par), $7,500 in two weeks at 
the Ideal; “The Egg and I” (U), 
$5,625 in one week at the Troca- 
dero; and “Three Caballeros” 
(RKO), $16,740 in one week at the 
Florida and one week at the Gau- 
mont. 

Oldies Vie With New Pix 

These grosses compare favorably 
with those taken in by the small 
number of hitherto unreleased pix 
seen here this year. The fresh en- 
tries included “The Man From 
Colorado” (Col), which grossed 
$22,106 in two weeks at the Gran 
Rex; “Don’t Trust Your Husband” 
(UA), which took in $25,140 in 
three weeks at the Opera and one 
at the Roca; and “Mourning Be- 
comes’ Electra” (RKO), which 
racked up $30,000 in four weeks at 
the Luxor and two at the Broad- 
way. Latter pic was released here 
after a two-year censorship holdup. 

However, top grosses garnered 
during the ban went to a few Ar- 
gentine-made films. A couple of 
French releases also did well at 
the b.o. Included among these 
were “Manon,” which was banned 
in Buenos Aires, but grossed $130,- 
000 in suburban bookings, and | 
“L’Assassin Habite au Vingt-et un,” | 
which took in $54,432 in four of 
the 25 weeks it played‘at the small 
Biarritz. 


Eckstein, Ill, Quits Par 


Irving Eckstein, Paramount In- 
ternational manager in Indonesia, 
has given up his post and returned 
to New York because of illness. 
Originally he served as Par man- 
ager in Siam, going to the other 
position later. Eckstein has been 
suffering from ulcers for several 
months, and has retired from the 
company. 

He had been with the MPEA 





| Square. 


Terrif at $16,000, 
2d; ‘Odette’ 9G, 3d 


London, June 27. 


With three new bills and a sud- 
den drop in the temperature, West 
End grosses showed an upward 
trend during the past week. The 
biggest new pic is the British-made 
Disney production, “Treasure Is- 
land,” which opened to a sensa- 
tional $16,000 at the Leicester 
This is over $5,090 better 
than the highest at this house in 
the past three months. 


“Father of the Bride” is still 
doing great business at the Empire, 
supported by a Nat Karson stage 
production. In its second week, 
this combo grossed upwards of 
$18,000. - 

Double-feature bills continue to 
have strong draw. “Louisa” and 
“Comanche Territory,” both Uni- 
versal, did a hefty $2,700 in first 
three days at the Londen Pavilion, 
with close to $5,400 -likely in first 
week. “Odette” continues strong 
in its third Plaza stanza with $9,- 
000. “Night and City,” made here 
by 20th-Fox, finished its second 
round with $3,500 at the Gaumont,. 

All estimates are net, not includ- 
ing admission tax. Admission prices 
listed are inclusive of tax. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“My Daughter Joy” (BL). Disap- 
pointing at below $2,000. “Sands 
of Iwo Jima” (BL) opens June 30, 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“Father of Bride” (M-G) plus stage- 
show. Second week finished at 
strong $18,000 or near. Holds a 
third round with “Annie Get Your 
Gun” (M-G) foilowing about July 3. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘“Night and the City” (20th). Fin- 
ished second stanza with satisfying 
$8,400. New pic opens July 6. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60)—“Treasure Is- 
land” (RKO). Attracting long lines 
at every show, and finishing first 
week with sensational $16,000. Con- 
tinues indef. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60) — “Louisa” (U) and “Co- 
manche Territory” (U). Opened to 
handsome $2,700 in first three days, 
with big $5,400 in opening week 
likely. 

Odeon, Leics. Square (CMA) (2,- 
200; $45-$1.60)—“No Sad Songs” 
(Col) and “Woman of Distinction” 
(Col). This double bill continuing 
moderately stout in second week 
with $7,000. ‘Winchester .73” (U) 
opens July 6. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 45-$1.60)—‘‘Dance Hall” 
(GFD) and “Sleeping City” (UI). 
This Anglo-American bill chalked 
up a modest $6,000 in third round. 
“Tony Draws a Horse” (GFD) 
comes in on June 29. 


Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 
“Odette” (BL). Continuing to at- 
tract big crowds in third week with 
around $9,000. Holds indef. 

Warners (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Cairo Road” (AB-Pathe). British- 
made thriller opened mildly, and 
looks only about $6,700 for first 
week. However, it is staying. 


No Success When First 


Shown in Italy, ‘Paisan’ 
A Hit on Italo Reissue 


Rome, June 27. 


The Rossellini film, “Paisan,” 
had little success in Italian film 
houses when shown soon after 
produced here in 1946. Italians said 
that the documentary-type film 
about German occupation, the kill- 
ing of Partisans, black market and 
prostitutes, was too close to their 
lives to make for entertainment. 
However, four years later, the pic 
is doing a smash business at a small 
second-run house, the Sala di Mar- 
gutta, in its current run there. 

There are no air-conditioned the- 
atres in Italy, and the management 
is perhaps more bewildered than 
pleased that the well-dressed pa- 
trons are willing to pass up an eve- 
ning in one of Rome’s garden res- 
taurants to sit in the stuffy little 
house on hard seats. For those who 
had seen the film in the U. S., this 
uncut copy was more interesting, 
if not technically correct. The se- 

uences make more sense, but the 








prior to going with Paramount, 


\film is dark and the sound is bad. 
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In Aussie, But 


Sydney, June 27. * 

Aussie showmen here in general 
are beefing plenty over all types 
of ball pix—baseball, football, bas- 

° ketball and such sports fare for 
playdates Down Under, Exhibitors 
say their patrons are allergic to 
this type of subjects and _ that 
their cashiers have loads of time 
on their hands when any such ve- 
hicle is advertised. 

Some showmen say the only sol- 
id way to stop the inflow of sports 
pix into this territory is for exhibs 
to fully exercise their 25% right 
of rejection of U. S. pix, and thus 
leave these films on the distrib 
shelves for keeps. (Under an 
Aussie cinema law showmen have 
the right to reject up to 25° on 
U. S. pix on signed contracts.) 

Such sports pictures have never 
been popular in Aussie, and their 
earnings generally in this part of 
the globe have been small in com- 
parison with their import cost, one 
key showman said. He added that 
it is about time U. S. producers, 
mainly minor outfits, set about 
providing other themes for Aussie 
consumption. 

At present Aussie patrons have 
done a complete about-face and 
are now buying war fare after a 
longthy taboo of battleground fare. 
Topper here currently is “Three 
Came Home” (20th), now in ninth 
stanza, with “Story of G. I. Joe” 
(UA) likewise in the top money 
class. Metro’s “Battleground’”’ 

\ started off the war stuff yen and 
now is doing hot biz in the nabes 
and stix after great key dates. Re- 
public comes in next month with 
“Sands of Iwo Jima.” 


‘GASLIGHT’ REVIVAL 
| SCORES IN LONDON 


London, July 4. 
Linnit & Dunfee revived Pat- 
rick Hamilton’s “Gaslight” at the 
Vaudeville theatre on June 29 for 


























































































six weeks. Show was originally 
produced 11 years ago, and has 
since been aired and also filmed 


2s “Thornton Square.” This pro- 
duction stars Rosamund John and 
Robert Newton, both more recent- 
ly associated with pictures, who 
were given a great reception at the 
preem. 

Newton gives a studied, almost 
casual characterization of the mur- 
derer who cold-bloodedly drives 
his wife to near insanity while she 
makes a piteous figure of his ter- 
rified victim. Dennis Arundel) is 
responsible for the able direction. 
Show should do well in its shorts 
season, 


*‘Maedchen’ to Be Made 
In Mex by Lowenthal 


Rudolph Lowenthal, Mexican film 
producer, returned to Mexico last 
week to begin work on a Mexican 
version of the German pic “Maed- 
chen in Uniform.” While in 
Europe. Lowenthal tried to work 
out a deal for the simultaneous 
nena age of the pic in both 
‘rench and Mexican. Idea failed 
1o pan out. Producer has all the 
foreign dubbing rights to the film 
except the English. 

Lowenthal is also mulling an of- 
fer’ made to him by the Selznick 
Releasing Org to distribute his 
films throughout Europe on a per- 
centage basis. 








Vienna, June 27. 

Vienna's first arena theatre 
opened recently in a former bar 
am Hof. The house, called Zimmer- 
theatre, is comfortable, with tables 
jrom the former bar, but its suc- 
cess is doubtful if it continues high- 
brow programs like the opener. It 
picns to do “worthwhile” works, 
and began with the prose version 
of Goethe's classic, “Iphigenie auf 
‘Tauris.’ which appeared to the 
crix to be out of place in this set- 
ling. 

Germany already has arena the- 
atres in Frankfurt-Main, Berlin and 
Hamburg. 


Mono Ups Bill Osborne 
William E. Osborne, formerly 
Far East supervisor for Monogram 
International Corp., named assist- 
ant export manager for company. 
He will headquarter in New 
York. 





Vienna’s Ist Arena Theatre - 


Yank Ball Pix Mean B.0. Poison 


‘sponsored radio serial, “El Relam- 


War Films Strong 





Ban on British Pix In 
Mexico No Ban at All 


Mexico City, June 27. 

Mexican pic trade is squawking 
that the ban decreed last winter on 
British films because Britain bans) 
Mexican pictures was just a ges-| 
ture. Squawkers say they get eva- 
sive and vague answers from offi- 
cialdom as to if or why there is the 
ban, but British pix continue being | 
exhibited in Mexico. Current ex- | 
ample is Rank’s “Woman Hater,” 
distributed by Universal, at the 
swanky Cine Chapultepec here. No 
Mexican pictures have been ex- 
hibited for a long time in Britain, 
it is contended here. 

Case is odd because Rank’s per- 
sonal rep nowhere when he 
was here last spring to seek lifting 
the ban. 


‘Monday’ Ran 12 Months 
In London But Backers 
Received Only $28,000 


got 





London. June 28. 
Peter Dearing’s “On Monday 


Next.” which just closed a year’s 
run at the Comedy theatre, despite 


having done very good biz and 
taking in around $150,000, only 
made about $28.000 for its back- 


ers. Reason for low profit was be- 
cause cast was on percentage, with 
intake for most of them far above 
their guaranteed salaries for many 
weeks. 

Henry Shrerek’s recent luck with 
his productions has been uneven. 
His venture, “Hat Trick,” for 
which he brought back Gladys 
Cooper from Hollywood, is reputed 
to have cost him around $15,000 for 


its six weeks run at the Duke of 
York's theatre. 
First attempt of film © star 


Terence De Marney as show pro-| 
ducer with “Madame Tic-Tac,” for 
which he brought over Francoise 
Rosay from Paris. has depleted his 
bankroll by $17,000. While Cecil 
Landeau’s revue ventures, the first 
being “Sauce Tartare.” which had 
unanimous press, while its sequel, 


“Sauce Piquante,” running for 
eight weeks, with press divided, 
have nicked him for around 
$120,000, with last show putting 


him in deepest. 
duced at 


Both were pro- 
the Cambridge theatre. 


London Legit Bits 


London, June 27. 

Gino Arbib to Paris to seek two 
French actors for starring roles in 
Jack Waller’s musical version of 
“French For Love” which was 
produced at the Criterion theatre 
10 years ago with Alice Delysia as 
star. Geoffrey Wright and Sandy 
Wilson are responsible for book 
and lyrics, with William Mollison 
to produce ... George and Alfred 
Black’s “Seagulls Over Sorrento,” 
which they produced at the Apollo 
theatre in association with H. M. 
Tennent. Ltd., have turned down 
a big ticket broker deal due to dis- 
agreement on terms. Show is prov- 
ing one of the outstanding hits of 
recent West End productions. 

Donald Flamm in London to line 
up cast for “The Late Edwina | 
Black” in which he has an interest 
with Lee Shubert for Broadway 
production. Also dickering with 
Stanley French tor American rights 
of “Young Wives’ Tale.” which just | 
finished a lengthy run at the Savoy. 
His Master's Voice recording 
company has acquired the disk 
rights to the four hit numbers in 
Stephen Mitchell's “Golden City” 
musical, which is shaping into a 
hit. 

Eric Glass negotiated the Fred- 
‘erick Piffard deal of Robert 
'Munro’s farce. “See You In Court,” 
which goes into immediate West- 
end production, with Sonny Hale 
and Charles Heslop signed for top 

roles. It will be tried out in the 
provinces in July tor three weeks, 
after which it comes to the West- 
end with no theatre set ... Samuel 
French has acquired amateur rights 
to Rodney Ackland’s “The Diary 
Of A Scoundrel.” which was tried | 
out at the Arts theatre three) 
months ago... The Arts theatre’s | 
next play, opening Aug. 2, is titled 
“Johnny Was A Hero,” by Roger 
|: MaeDougall. 

Gregory Ratoff is due in London | 
soon to do a French play titled! 
“Nina” in conjunction with H. M. | 
Tennent, Ltd., with Griffiths Jones | 
starred. 





| skirts of Buenos 


Soap Opera for Argent. Pic 


Buenos Aires, June 20. 
A film based on the Lever Bros.- 


pago,” will be made by Libertad. 
Miguel Coronato Paz, author of the 
airer, is readying a scenario. Paz 


also will direct the film, which will 


include most of the players fea- 


‘tured on the program for the last 


five years. 

Emelco is also preparing a film 
for production. Labeled “Battle in 
Avellaneda,” it will be localed in 
Avellaneda, a suburb on the out- 
Aires, which at 
one time was a gangster hideout, 


All-British Industry 
Film for "51 Festival 
To Be Made as Co-op 


London, June 27. 

For the first time, the entire 
British industry is to pool its re- 
sources for a production to be 
made as a contribution to next 
year’s Festival of Britain. Subject 
chosen is the story of William 
Friese-Green, British inventor of 
cinematography, Script will be 
based on a biography by Ray 
Allister. 

Production 





will be in Tech- 


nicolor, being budgeted at $700,000. | 
Key technicians and artists will be) 


asked to defer about $150,000 in 
salaries until the film is in release. 
Lensing likely will start in Decem- 
ber, with pic expected to be com- 
pleted by next June. 

Distribution will be through via 
a major British outfit. About half 
of the budget will be provided 


from the gofivernment’s film bank, | 


balance being expected from usual 
banking sources. 


Proceeds are to be _ 4divided 
among industry charities. Key 
technical appointments have ai- 


ready been set. Ronald Neame is 
producer, John Boulting director, 
and Erie Ambler scripter. They 
have agreed to work on the co- 
operative basis. 





Audience Picks Winners 
At Vichy Film Festival 


Paris, June 27. 

Dearth of big name film festivals 
this year is bringing the growth of 
small, unpretentious ones in its 
wake. The town of Vichy has inau- 
gurated an International Film 
Week running from June 26 to 
July 8. Six prizes will be offered 
for the best French and foreign 


film and the top male and femme | production setup. They are watch- 


acting in both French and foreign 
films. 

The winners will receive statu- 
ettes. Voting will be done by the 
audience which will fill out ballots 
after every showing. 

Program will consist of five Gal- 
lic pix, three American, one Eng- 
lish, one Italian 
tional. The French pix are “La 
Ronde,” “La Nuit S’Acheve,” 
“Cheri,” ‘La Rue Sans Loi” and 
“La Dame De Chez Maxims.” The 
U. S. films are Paramount's “Rope 
of Sand,” Metro’s 
Woman” and Warner’s§ ‘Task 
Force.” The English film is Rank’s 
“Give Us This Day,” the Italian 
film is Luciano Emmer’s “August 
Sunday,” and the two international 
films are William Dieterle’s ‘“Vul- 
cano” and Julian Duvivier’s “Black 


Jack.” 











Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, July 4. 
“Background,” Westminster (7). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (62). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty's (64). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (4), 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (30), 
“Cocktail Party.”’ New (9). 
“Dish Ran Away.” Whitehall (1). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,’ Strand (36). 
“Fallen Angels,’’ Ambass. (30). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (39), 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (3). 
“Harvey.” Piccadilly (79). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (75). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (6). 
“Holly and Ivy.” Duchess (8). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndham (17). 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (6). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (42). ° 
“Knights Madness,” Vic.Pal. (16). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (16), 
“Mr. Gillie,” Garrick (17). 
“Oklahoma!” Stoll (161). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (23). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (3). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (39). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (7). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Crit’rion (108). 
“Treasure Hunt,” St. Mart. (42). 
“Venus Observed,” St. J’m’s (24). 
“Way Things Go,” Phoenix (18). 
“Worm's View,” Comedy (167). 


| wasted.. 
‘like those schedules, but like te 


and two interna- | 


“That Forsyte | 


Argent. May Reduce Foreign Actor 
Imports, Help Native Players 





: riginal ‘Stromboli’ To 


Venice Film Festival 


| Manuel Garcia and Manuel Alvarez 
Roberto Rossellini’s Ingrid Berg- | 
man starrer, “Stromboli,” will be | 


Rome, June 27. 


entered by the Italian government 
at the Venice Film Festival this 
year along with three other pic- 
tures. This “Stromboli” won't be 
the one shown in the U. §S., but 
will be the print owned by Rossel- 
lini with very little footage cut. 
Titles and credits will be in Italian. 

Other three Italian entries are 
expected to be announced in about 
10 days. In the trio likely will 
be Vittorio De Sica’s ‘Miracle in 
Milan,” which he has been shooting 
in Milan since February. Addi- 
tional possibilities comprise a 
Mario Zampez pic as well as ‘Fa- 
biola,” a period spectacle of ancient 
Rome. 





Italian Co-op Society 
Slates Backstage Film; 
Rolls on 846 Budget 


Rome, June 20. 
The first picture being produced 
in Italy by a co-operative society 
will go before the cameras soon. 
It is called ‘“‘Music Halli Lights.” 


Director will be Alberto Lattuada, | 


and is to be produced by Capi- 
tolum Film Co., which will put up 
the initial money. Titanus Studios 
will be used to film the story about 
Italian vaude backstage life. Oth- 
ers in the cast are Carla Del Pog- 
gio, Giuletta Masina, American Ne- 
gro John Kitzmiller, 
Filippo, and Folco Lulli. 

The setup is unique. Co-Director 
Lattuada, who had _ the _ idea 
originally, lined it up this way: 
One-half of the production setup 
furnishes the story, the writers, 
two directors, assistant director, 
camerman, four leading actors and 
costumes. The other half provides 
the money. In this case, it will be 
about $84,000. The way this story 
is written a greater part of the pic 
will be made outdoors. 

The big producers are mad over 
this type of thing going through, 
fearing it may start a new type of 


ing every move made and check- 
ing on all figures. 
the project seem _ interested in 
their work, and there is little time 
Italians as a rule do not 


drag them out. 


No release has been set vet, but. 


Rudy Solmsen, Ilya Lopert associ- 
ate, is considering the possibility 
of dubbing into English for the 
American market, 





Ireland Builds, Revamps 
80 Cinemas in 5 Years 
Dublin, June 27, 
Eighty cinemas have been built 
or have undergone major repairs 
in Ireland since July, 1945, accord- 


ing to official information from 
the Department of Commerce 
here. Licenses were issued in 74 


cases, and in five others action was 
taken for work undertaken with- 
out a license and fines totalling 
$2,235 and one jail sentence were 
imposed. 

A spokesman for the Dept., re- 
plying to a Dail (Congress) qies- 
tion, said he had no power to pre- 
vent the showing of films in halls 
which had been built without the 
authority of a building ticense. 

There were 162 dance halls built 
or underwent similar reconstruc- 
tion in the same period. 





MPA Paris Sec. in Hospital 


Paris, July 4. 
Florence K. Barr, vet secretary 
of Paris MPAA office and _ staff 
head for over 20 years, is seriously 


ill at the American Hospital here. | 
She had to be brought hack from | 


Biarritz where convalescing after 
‘long siege of illness. All conti- 
nental managers here decided that 
she be brought back to Paris so she 
would get best medical care. 

In order not to leave her son in 
the care of friends, she long re- 
fused to spend fime away from 
| Paris in a sanatorium, but was 
| finally forced to hospital. 


Peppino Di! 


Personnel on! 


Buenos Aires, June 27. 
A bill to minimize the importa- 
tion of foreign performers in addi- 
tion to giving certain benefits to 
native entertainers in Argentina 
has been introduced in Congress by 


Pereyra. Both congressman were 
very active at one time in lobbying 
for a bill to put radio entertain- 
ment under government control. 

The bill proposes among other 
things: 

1. That 50% of all Argentine 
legit. productions be by native au- 
thors. 

2. That each legit company 
should include 70% native or natu- 


ralized Argentine players. ‘This 
does not mean that foreign legit 
companies or individual acts are 


barred, although a recommendation 
is made that preference should be 
given to talent from countries 
which grant Argentine entertainers 
reciprocal opportunities. 

3. That all legit companies should 
be directed by an Argentine native, 
or naturalized director. No _ pro- 
ducer or director may double as 
director-producer, 

4. Actor-author-manager arrange- 
ments are eliminated by a clause 
stipulating that no producer may 
use the theatres he operates to 
stage any play of which he himseif 
is the author. 

5. Where a film house can be 
classed as a theatre, at least part 


, Of the playing time must include 


live talent. 

6. Officially operated theatres 
are exempt from complying with 
these regulations. 

7. To encourage construction of 
more theatres, any new ones built 
should be exempt from national or 
municipal taxes for the first five 
years of operation. 

8. Local legit companies on tour 
in the provinces should be entitled 
to free use of nationally-owned 
theatres, whenever these are not 
already booked. Moreover, the na- 
tional transport companies and na- 
tionally administrated tourist hotels 
in the provinces should grant legit 
companies 10 and 20% discounts. 

9. Ministry of the _ Interior, 
through the Entertainment Board 
and the Press & Information Sec- 
retariat of the Presidency should 
be entrusted with enforcement of 
this proposed law. Any infractions 
would be subject to very severe 
penalties (closure of the offending 
theatres for periods ranging from 
10 days to one month). 





RENDEZVOUS’ SHELVED 
UNTIL SUMMER OF ’51 


Vienna, June 27. 
; The proposed Paul Henried-Wil- 
liam Dieterle “Rendezvous in Vi-« 
enna” has been shelved for this 
season. Henried plans to shoot it 
on Vienna and Salzburg exteriors 
in the summer of 1951. 

Decision was reached at Paris 
conferences between Henreid and 
Dietrele, who came over early this 
month. Henried had been doing 
exploratory work here ‘his former 
home town) and found that local 
financial and physical red tape was 
too much to cope with in the avail- 
able time. Story by Robert Hill 
required shooting in July and 
August during the Salzburg festi- 
val. With the additional time at 
his disposal, there is a possibility 
that Henried may close a deal with 
British interests to make the pie 
in Technicolor with studio se- 
quences eventually done in Lone 
don. Meanwhile Henried plans te 
head back to Hollywood. 


London Film Notes 


f London, June 27. 
Moira Lister, whose TV film 
“Files Of Scotland Yard” is being 





distributed in America by Inter- 
national Film Distributors, got 
Sam Goldwyn interested in her 


acting and will be given exhaus- 
tive Aim tests by him... Gregory 
Ratoff, on his return to London, 
intends to make 100 TV film shorts 
here for the American market. 

Offenbach’s “Tales Of Hoffmann” 
film starts shooting at Shepperton 
studios July 10 with Michael 
|Powell and Emeric Pressberger, 
respectively directing and produc- 
,ing, with Moira Shearer, star of 
{their “Red Shoes,” in top role... 
|George and Alfred Black have of- 
| fered H. J. Barlow $20,000 for the 
‘film rights of “Worm’s Eye View.” 
with Barlow turning down offer. 
| He’s asking $28,000. 
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is. in the top class with M-G-M’s “Annie Get Your Gun”. 
They’re both among M-G-M’s life-saving Summer releases in- 





It’s not too late 
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Added $700,000 to Pixers from ECA 
In Germany in 50; More Projects Pend 


Washington, July 4. 
American film companies will 
get an additional $700,000 out of 
Germany from the Economic Co- 
operation Administration in 1950. 


Sum will go to those distribs not) 


covered by the guarantees totalling 
$2.510,000 handed out by ECA to 
nine firms last week. 

Contracts covering the added 
coin will be inked by the ECA with 
seven or eight more companies, as 
soon as details are completed. As 
with the guarantee pacts signed 
last week, new ones will be with 
both majors. and indies. Also 
pending are projects involving 
documentaries, shorts and news- 
reels for Western Germany and 
other countries. The dollar guar- 
antees for these will run between 
$150,000 and $300,000. 


Companies covered by last 
week’s commitments and the 
amounts involved are: 20th-Fox, 
$486,000; RKO, $484.000; Para- 


mount, $359,000; Loew’s, $321,000; 
Warner's, $292,000; Republic, 
$254.000: Universal, $247.000; Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, $54,925; and Eagle 
Lion, $52,485. 

Contracts guarantee conversion 
of frozen marks into American dol- 
Jars at the legal rate of exchange. 
Each picture is limited to $25,000 
pius out-of-pocket dollar costs in- 
curred in preparing German-lan- 
guage versions. Actually, the com- 
panies will only get back a modest 
share of the earnings of their pic- 
tures by this means. In addition, 
the only films to be helped are 
ones which have been approved by 
the ECA Motion Picture Advisory 
Committee. Many other films, on 
which there are no ECA guaran- 
ties, will -be distributed in Ger- 
many, with distribs getting trozen 
eoin out on a catch-as-catch can 
basis—if at all. 

Films As Incentive 

The ECA Advisory Committee, 
comprising Louise L. Wright, 
Thomas K. Finletter and George N. 
Shuster, asserted in a report that 
it selected films which “furnished, 
through their entertainment values, 
incentive to the carrving forward 
of the joint recovery effort” in Ger- 
many. American films shown in 
Germany, it continued, “will bave 
a significant influence on the ideas 
and attitudes of those people re- 
garding the United States.” 

Pictures approved for guaranty 
purposes today ‘4) and in the pend- 
ing deals are: 

20TH-FOX: “Come to the Stable.”’ 
“How Green Was My Valley,” 
“Leave Her to Heaven,” “Down to 
the Sea in Ships,” “Black Swan,” 


“Blood and Sand,” “Prince of 
Foxes,” “My Friend Flicka,’ “I 


Was a Male War Bride.” “Kiss of 


Death.” “Street With No Name,” 
“Cry of the City’ and “Buffalo 
Bill.” 

RKO: “Blanding Builds His 
Dream House,” “Love Affair,” 
“Woman in the Window.” ‘“‘Fugi- 
tive.” “The Informer,” “Last Days 
of Pompeii,” “Joan of Arc,” “Top 
Hat.” “The Window.’ “Snow 
White,” “Bambi,” “Wuthering 


Heights” and “My Foolish Heart.” 
PARAMOUNT: “The Heiress. 
“The Uninvited,” “And Now To- 
morrow,” “Monsieur Beaucaire.” 
“Paleface.” “Road to Zanzibar.” 
“Double Indemnity.” “California.” 
“Plainsman” and “Reap the Wild 
Wind.” 
LOEW'S: 


” 


“Fiesta,” - “Rage in 
Heaven,” “Undercurrents,” ‘Good 
Earth,” “Date With Judy,” “Bath- 
ing Beauty.” “Merry Widow.” “Las- 
sie Come Home” and “Night at the 
Opera.” 

WARNERS: “Possesssed.” “Dark 
Victory,” “Under Capricorn,” 
“Look tor the Silver Lining.” “The 
Inspector General,” “Conflict” and 
“Key Largo.” 

UNIVERSAL: “Suspect.” “Phan- 
fom Lady,” “Dark Mirror.” “Letter 
From An Unknown Woman.” “Ride 
*Em Cowboy,” “The Spoilers.” “Ali 
Baba and the 40 Thieves” and “In- 
Visible Man.” 


REPUBLIC: “Red Pony.” “Moon- 
rise,” “Wake of the Red Witeh.” 
“Macbeth,” “Concerto.” “Man of 


Conquest” and “Rock Island Trail.” 
COLUMBIA: “Only Angels Have 


Wings.” “Bandit of Sherwood 
Forest,” “Black Arrow.” “Cover 
Girl,” “Desperadoes” and “Lost 


Horizon.” 

UNITED ARTISTS: “Carnegie 
Hall.” “City Lights.” “Stage 
Coach” anf “Johnny Holiday.” 

MONOGRAM: “It Happened on 


5th Avenue, “Sunbonnet Sue” 
and “16 Fathoms Deep.” 
GEORGE J. SHAEFER: “The 
Champion” and “The Men.” 
SAMUEL GOLDWYN: “Hurri- 
cane” and “Adventures of Marco 
Polo.” 
SELZNICK RELEASING: 
becca” and “Spellbound.” 
EAGLE LION: “He Walked by 
Night” and “Northwest Stampede.” 
MOTION PICTURE INVES- 
TORS CORP.: “Red, River.” 
EDWARD SMALL PRODUC- 
TIONS: “Man in the Iron Mask.” 
FRANCHOT TONE: “Man on the 
Eiffel Tower.” 


“Re- 
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at the time the houses are placed 
on the block. Court decree, Odlum 
pointed out, requires Hughes to 
unload the theatres ultimately. 


The Odlum option set up an elab- 
orate timetable under which 
Hughes was to give notice to the 
Atlas chief when a sale was Imml- 
nent. It carried with it the right 
of Odlum to meet any offer. Hughes 
gave such notice when the Meyer, 
et al. offer was made but Odlum 
then refused to match the proffer 
on the claim that it was not bona 
fide. Subsequently, the Mever deal 
fell through and the legal question 


of Odlum’s option has not been 
litigated. 
Under the now-disclosed indem- 


nity agreement with Brandt, 
Hughes might seek to pass title to 
the stock to the circuit op and de- 
fend any lawsuit which may arise 
by reason of the Odlum option. 
However, Odlum could seek a spe- 
cific performance of his pact which, 
if successful, would force transfer 
of the stock to him. In such an 
event, Hughes would be subject to 
claims for compensation by Brandt. 
Over $7,000,000 Involved 

Apparently, the Hughes-Brandt 
deal still has some distance to 
travel before signing. Previously, 
Brandt syndicate had been opti- 
mistic of an early closing. The 
Brandt offer would fix the price of 
the stock by individual auditing of 
every RKO house over a five-year 
period. It is reported the figure 
would run over $7,000,000. 

Odlum will be on the Continent 
for about six weeks. He will visit 
Spain in the hopes of working out 
a deal with-American producers in- 


terested in shooting on locale 
there. Atlas holds some _ frozen 
pesetas. Odlum explained. and a 


production deal would help to put 
them to use. 


Allied To Pitch 


Continued from page 6 =! 


The Rembusch letter has asked 
SAG to warn its members against 
falling for that routine. It par- 
ticularly cited the first Bob Hope 
telecast in which the comic is said 
to have ribbed the pix industry 
unkindly. Dollinger and Snaper 
intend asking top industrvites to 
approach the networks on_ that 
subject. 

While there is no doubt that the 
Majors are against selling product 
to TV. Allied still fears a possible 
break in the united front. Hence, 
Dollinger and Snaper have been 
instructed to obtain new commit- 
ments from the companies and re- 
port back to the national theatre 
group. 

Meanwhile. in another TV phase, 
Allied shows no signs of backing 
down from its request to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
for ultra high frequeney channels 
for large-screen television. Its 
Stand has been taken in the face of 
opposition from the Theatre Own- 
ers of America and _= affiliated 
chains. Latter want microwave 
channels which are considerably 
higher in the ether spectrum. 

Understood that Allied has yet 
to be approached by the newly- 
formed National Exhibitors The- 
atre Television Committee to join 

















it It is expected that Frank C. 
Walker, organizing chairman of 
NETTC, will call on Abram F., 


Myers, Allied board chairman, in 
the near future to pop the ques- 
tion. NETTC is looking for a 
united industry when the impor- 
tant large-screen hearings start 
before the FCC, 
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eration until the distrib is in posi- 
tion to support itself. 

It's understood that he’s willing 
to plunk into the treasury in excess 
of $1,000,000 to guarantee con- 
tinued operation. That would carry 
the company for over a year on 
present joss figures and consider- 
ably longer if Sears’ estimates on 
overhead slashes and income tilts 
work out. 

UA board decidea last week, 
however, that the Popkin financial 
otfer is not large enough and wants 
him to advance a_ bigger sum 
against the day that the company is 
self-sustaining and Popkin gets the 
12,000 treasury shares. Board, for 
that purpose, sent a two-man com- 
mittee to the Coast over the week- 
end for further negotiation with 
the prospective buyer. 

Committee consists of exec vee- 
pee Arthur W. Kelly, a rep of co- 
owner Charles Chaplin on _ the 
board, and Vitalis Chalif, attorney 
and board rep for co-owner Mary 
Pickford. Determination to send 
them west was made at a director's 
session at the apartment ot Charles 
Schwartz last Thursday (29) 
Schwartz has been ill, but his pres- 
ence was needed tor a quorum, 
since Sears was still in the hos- 
pital recovering from a heart at- 
tack and his doctor wouldn't allow 
him to participate in the huddle. 

Try to Up Popkin's Ante 

Kelly's and Chalif’s primary mis- 
sion is to get Popkin to up the ante. 
Although he said when he leit New 
York to return to the Coast the 
preceding week, after lengthy ne- 
gotiations, that he wouldn't up his 
offer, he later indicated in a tele- 
phone conversation with commit- 
teemen that he might be amenable 
to compromise. It was on that 
basis that they went to the Coast. 

Secondary aim of their trip is to 
work a change in some of strings 
that Chaplin and Miss Pickford 
would retain on the company, pend- 
ing the day that Popkin demon- 
strated he had it on a profitable 
basis. Board felt these ties were 
not sufficiently strong. 


Kelly and Chalif will return 
east with results of their negotia- 


tion to report to the board. Then, 
if the deal is acceptable to the di- 
rectors, they'll go west again to 
present the arrangement to Chap- 
lin and Miss Pickford for final 
okay. There’s just a slight chance, 
if negotiations go unexpectedly 
smoothlv, the two-man committee 
may poll the board by phone and 
present the deal to the owners at 
once. 

Aside from the guarantee to keep 
the company operative, an integral 
part of the Popkin proposal is a 
promise of providing first-quality 
product. Joseph Justman, opera- 
tor of the Motion Picture Center 
studio in Los Angeles and Pop- 
kin’s associate in the UA deal, hag 
guaranteed the availability of a 
large-size revolving fund for that 
purpose. Bank of America is also 
said to be involved in the product 
financing. 

In light of very strong trade 
pessimism that anything will ever 
come of the Popkin proposal, the 
lengthy and continued negotiations 
he and UA are holding come as 
something of a surprise. Pérsist- 
ence of both sides in efforts to ar- 
rive at a deal has aroused no un- 
due hopes of insiders that the 
board will be able to work out a 
satisfactory arrangement and that 
if it does Chaplin and Miss Pick- 
ford will accept it. 
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of the two previous quarters, when 
the company came up with $272.- 
270 in profits. Expectations are 
that U will break the $1,000,000 
marker by the end of the current 
fiscal vear. 

Board approval of the contract 
was rushed through just prior to 
the U prexy’s trip to London and 
Paris. He and Al Daff, foreign de- 
partment head, flew to Britain Fri- 
day (30). They will remain over- 
seas for two-three weeks. 

While in London twosome will 
confer with J. Arthur Rank, John 
Davis and other execs of the Rank 
Organization. They will also meet 
with execs of General Film Deliv- 
eries, Rank’s distrib outfit which 
handles U’s pix in Britain. Duo will 
th®n go to Paris for a two-day meet 
with Universal reps from various 
Continental countries, who will 
convene in the French capitel for 
,the event. 






| Inside Stuff—Pictures | 


Hollywood gets a neat boost public-relationswise in the July issue of 
Changing Times, the Kiplinger magazine. It describes the industry's 
campaign against eritics who charge it’s immoral and unable to turn 
out good pix. “Hollywood is fed up with criticism and denunciation.” 
the article says. “It's sick and tired of being thrust under everybody's 
probing spotlight.” 

Article cites a 1947 survey pointing up the fact that people in Holly- 
wood have habits like anyone else—‘they are people.” Hollywood's 
defense against criticism of local morals, unsigned yarn says, is “We 
are not unique in any of these sins.’ Business is described as “not 
good, not bad,” and “Hollywood can look ahead to a fairly bright fu- 
ture.” Describes industry-wide “better public relations” program, and 
concludes: “Hollywood would like to take its place as a well-regarded 
member of the American community. It has had its fill of being re- 
garded as a honky-tonk. It thinks it has all the arguments it needs to 
dispose of the fables and half-truths that have grown up around it.” 
Considerable mass of statistics is cited to point up the Hollywood 
contention that its citizens’ morals are pretty much like—if not better— 
than those of the rest of the nation. 


Unusual interest that attaches to Hollywood's affairs—economic. as 
well as moral—is perhaps no better illustrated than the fact that a 
Natchez, Miss., daily devoted better than three columns recently to a 
roundup of the situation in filmdom. Article, in The Natchez Demo- 
crat, was prepared by telegraph editor William Parker from wire serv- 
ice, mag and newspaper material. His premise is that Hollywood, after 
an “exotic and bombastic life, a career of wilful waste and enormous 
arrogance,” has seen the handwriting on the wall and is beginning to 
“toll the bell dolefully for its own funeral.” 

Parker compares Hollywood life to Roman decadence, and suggests 
the idea of a “sabbatical leave.” during which no films would be made 
and in which required reading would be Gibbon’'s “Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire.” That, he says, ought to make producers return 
“refreshed and with renewed vigor to the task of providing see-able 
pictures.” He also takes up at length—and more seriously—domestic 
and foreign economic situation facing the industry. 


Sam Goldwyn, in the July issue of The American Magazine, declares 
the successful motion picture producer is one who ‘“‘makes the next one 


better.” “The producer who tries to repeat the success of his last pic- 
ture by making another one like it.” Goldwyn states, in an article 
labeled ‘You Can Always Do Better,’ is in a position similar to the 


boy trying to stay on the greased*pole. He is almost sure to skid 
down.” The producer repeats his belief that television will prove 
beneficial to the film industry. He also emphasizes need for pictures 
today to be “true to life,” and says the day is past when producers 
believe the public doesn’t want the truth. Goldwyn gives a one-sentence 
definition of showmanship: “Whatever everyone is doing—do something 
else.” 





New York police force's anti-noise cohorts cracked down last week on 
the Mayfair theatre, Times Sq. deluxer, playing Eagle Lion's “Destina- 
tion Moon.” Cops were sparked to action by a loudspeaker system 
which blared out simulated soumds of a giant rocket taking off for the 
moon. Asa result, Harry Brandt, Mayfair op, was forced to turn down 
the decibels. Mayfair, which is doing big biz with the rocket pic. is 
also using sight effects along with sound to snare the customers. Sign 
erected above the theatre has cost the distrib $20,000. It includes an 
aluminum rocketship and an imagined depiction of the moon's surface. 


Ed Gardner is building the nucleus of a technical crew in Puerto 
Rico, where he’s currently shooting “The Man With My Face.” Gardner 
is using Puerto Ricans in an equal number to his American technical 
crew, and everybody's happy about it. The natives are getting training, 
the government is happy they're working, and Gardner reports that the 
embryo technicians and production aides are learning rapidly. He'll 
use the crew again when he makes his second film there, “Pigsfeet in 
Paris.” 
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his firm has been accountants to 
the distrib. Kaufman, some 30 
vears ago, was an emplovee of Uni- 
versal, working in its accounting 


okay to ELC’s assumption of re- 
leasing chores, must be approached 
again because of the changed legal 
status of FC. In effect, these pro- 


department, ducers must consent under their 
Kaufman intends to work to- distrib contracts to Kaufman act- 
wards solving the legal snarls ing as supervisor. As to those pro- 


which have so far barred an official 
merger. Unless the court rules 
otherwise, the new ELC will con- 
tinue releasing FC product as well 
as that of EL. ‘Faufman said this 
week that there would be no stop- 
page in the continuity of releases. 
FC pix have been handled by ELC 


ducers who held back before, it is 
an open question whether they go 
along or not. Merger on a more 
limited scale, however, can be car- 
ried out even without their okays. 
Kaufman must now qualify as 
assignee in the N, Y. supreme 
court by filing a bond and obtain- 
since June 12 and any break in the ing a court order. Within 30 days, 
continuity would undoubtedly spell he is required to file a schedule of 
financial losses for both producers all creditors. While his assign- 
and the distrib. ment stands, it acts as a legal bar 
In making the assignment for the On any creditor jumping the gun by 
benefit of creditors, Bernhard, et Slapping a court suit. By so doing, 
al. run one big risk. Any three il prevents a creditor race to get at 
creditors of the company with total FC's assets. 
debts exceeding $900 can throw FC - 





into involuntary bankruptcy by ; 
court, "Such action woutd‘ikerr LATES SOUNDS BULLISH 


end all hopes of a merger. It is 
thought that creditors will play 
along rather than dump the assign- 
ment since bankruptcy would spell 
added expenses of liquidation. 


B.0. NOTE TO REP BOARD 


Republie prexy Herbert J. Yates 
sounded a cheerful note to his 
( board members last week on biz 
Moreover, FC is said to be intrin- being racked up by both his com- 
sically solvent, given time to real- pany and the industry in general. 

ize on its films. He told the directors at their 

Risk of bankruptcy has been monthly session in New York that 
diminished somewhat because the the last 90 days have shown an 
company’s larger creditors have in-- appreciable upturn and that the 
dicated that they will go along with b.o. is rebounding off the bottom. 
the assignment. This includes He said that biz in the south is 
Cinecolor, FC's biggest stakehold- better than last year, although it’s 
er. There are a,large number of off in other areas. Speaking of 
smaller creditors, but their claims Los Angeles, he thought there are 
in toto do not run to a big figure. too many firstrun houses. He said 

Assignment has one desired ef- overall b.o. for the territory wasn't 

fect. It automatically stops bills bad. but biz was being spread too 
from running. It thereby gives. thin. 

Bernhard the breather which he! With no problems for the direc- 
needs so hadiv. Meanwhile, all in- tors. session was one of the short- 
idividual. producers who gave their | est on record. 











a8 Oke 





























Wednesday, July 5, 1950 z AR zy itt 
00 “on 


© WARNER TIMING 
~ BRINGS THE BIGGEST. 
BUSES SEAS 


SANS NORMAN ELSON, President EMBASSY THEATRES 


SIMULTANEOUSLY in every one of the 
5 New York theatres now playing the 


World Premiere engagement! 














































































He broadcast to his 
multi-million listeners: 


- "+ “It’s the most 
%. ~ wonderful picture 
/l have ever seen!” 
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F&M Acquires 1,300-Seater as Rival 


To F-WC in L.A.; Other Theatre Bldg. 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Fanchon & Marco acquired a 
lease from Alex Schreiber on the 


new 1,300-seat Paradise theatre in 
the Westchester area. Schreiber, 


former Detroit circuit operator, is , 


building several houses in south- 
ern California. He will operate a 
bowling alley and other enterprises 
in the Paradise building, but 
turned the theatre over to Marco 
Wolff on a leasing deal. 

Slated for July opening as a 
first-run the house will be in op- 
position to Fex West Coast Loyola, 
a few blocks away. Loyola is tied 
with five-house -hookup of Los An- 
geles, Chinese, Fox, Wilshire and 
Uptown. 

Paradise is one of the major ac 
quisitions of F&M in postwar ex- 
pansion, cithough the circuit has 
built several houses in the suburbs 
during the last four years. 


New 1,800-Seater in Ohio 

Akron, O. 
Newest house in Greater Akron 
area, the 1,800-seat State, in 
nearby Cuyahoga Falls, O., opened 
under operation of the Washing- 
ton Theatre circuit, which also op- 
erates the Falls in Cuyahoga 
Falls, as well as several Cleveland 
houses. Ray Brown, Jr., former 
manager of the Falls, is manager. 
Feature of the new State is a 
television lounge on the second 

floor to accommodate 50 persons. 








Claude Ezell’s New Ozoner 
Austin, Texas. 
Claude Ezell & Associates, oper- 
ators of ozoners throughout the 
state, opened their latest, the Bur- 
net Road drive-in here. Karl 
Stround, formerly manager of cir- 
cuits’ chief ozoner here, named 
manager of new 750-car operation. 
Russell Smith replaces Stroud as 
skipper at the Chief. 


2 New Texas Ozoners Tee Off 
Dallas. 
Jefferson drive-in opened here. 
The ozoner is owned and operated | 
by Harold Gibbons, who also op-' 
erates the Pike drive-in near Ft. 
Worth. 








Rocky Mt. Ozoners Boom 

Denver. 
A. P. Archer and Joe Dekker, 
owners of Civic theatres, plan to 
build a d2,000-car drive-in just 
across street from the Denver city 
line and another near Sloan’s park. 
Fidel Theatres, Inc., opened 475- 

car ozoner at Espanola, N. M. 
Westland Theatres will open its 


first drive-in, at Colorado Springs, | 


Colo., soon. Their second will be 

at Grand Junction, Colo., but won’t 

open until later this summer. 
Jake Bauer has opened his new 

= Sa outdoorer at Ft. Morgan, 
olo. 


a 


last year saw $10,000,000 go 
through its pari-mutuel machines. 

J. J. Isaacson, director of Ak-Sar- 
Ben activities, promptly accused 
Goldberg of attacking the track 
because he feared it would be in- 
jurious to his business and not 
from any altruistic or public mo- 
tive. Goldberg came back with 
another lengthy article. 
was just possible that Isaacson had 
a personal interest in keeping rac- 
ing in Omaha. “I make no apolo- 
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Warner Preps Series Of 
Top Echelon Policy Talks 


Warner Bros. homeoffice execs 
are currently prepping for a se- 
ries of top echelon policy talks 
which are slated to take place at 
on the 

To be held under 
Ben Kalmenson, WB 
prexy in charge of distribu- 
confab is expected help 
shape company’s production plans 


company’s studios 


15 


the 

Coast July 
the aegis ol 
vice 


tion, to 


as well as set sales and ad-promo- 
tion companies. 


Attending the meeting in addi- 
tion to the three Warner brothers, 
Harry M., Jack L. and Major Al- 
bert. will be Samuel Schneider, 
vice-prexy; Mort Blumenstock, ad- 
pub chief; Norman Moray, shorts 
sales manager, and division and 
district managers of the distrib af- 
filiate. 


Allied's Offensive — 

















averred it had discovered 20th is 
“very generally” selling on an all- 
flat to theatres grossing as 
high as $200 or $250 on A product, 


of up to $600 in some territories. 


basis 


*Yardstick’ 
Indicating its use of the sales 
chiefs’ statements as a wedge in 


paving the way for more flat deals, 
Allied said: “Discriminatory and 
extortionate film rentals must be 


eliminated. Your national organi- 
zation has taken the first step but 
that step merely provides. the 
yardstick by which you should be 
guided in your film deals with all 
of the Big 8 companies. The real 
job starts now. It’s in your hands.” 


Allied committee quoted Smith 
as indicating the necessity of get- 
ting some yardstick soon to deter- 
mine the flat rental to be charged. 
“The committee feels, however,” 
it said, “that this does not neces- 
‘sarily entail a high percentage on 
such trial basis: 
in such smaller situations, he 
would. prefer. selling flat rental 
since economically this was the 
| sounder business practice.” 


| veepee William 
promising to sell flat to any sit- 


on top product, except for some 


| films in which percentage “‘is neces- | 


| sary in every situation.”- Only 


_such film in the last 16 months has | 


_ been “Battleground.” 
Paramount sales chief A. W. 


= Schwalberg offered all pictures on 


flat terms to the “‘smaller” theatres 


with certain exceptions, basing the | 


‘flat deals on the average of per- 
centage earnings on the last four A 
films. 
A. Mochrie would make no com- 


|mitments to the committee but | 
more and | 
more theatres flat rental today,” | 
He said it | which the committee said it has. all component organizations are| 


said he was “selling 


learned is true. United Artists 
prez Grad Sears said he would sell 
any theatre any picture on fiat 


Smith added that | 


As for | 
| Metro, the committee quoted sales | 
R. Rodgers as} 


| uation which grossed $200 or less | 


RKO sales veepee Robert) 


SDG ENLARGING EXEC 
STAFF; BOARD MEET DUE 


Picture Grosses 











Hollywood, July 4. 











Screen Directors Guild is enlarg- | DENVER 
g its executive staff due to) (Continued from page 8) 


broadened Guild activities in all’ an of Distinction” (Col) and “Cargo 
fields and its move-in into the tele-' Capetown” (Col), fair $12,000. 

vision field. Pending appointment Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
‘of a permanent executive secretary “Caged” (WB) and “This Side of 


to succeed William Holman, Ver- Law” (WB), also Denver. Fair 
/non Keays will occupy that post. | $2,000. _Last week, “Woman of 
Guild’s executive board meets Distinction” (Col) and Cargo 


Capetown” (Col). Same. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Big Hangover” (M-G) and “Des- 


July 11 to determine the setup for 
the executive staff, with Albert 2. 
Rogell acting as prexy during ab- 








tination Murder’’ (RKO). Nice 
sence in Europe of prexy Joseph | ¢)3 990. Last week, “Woman on 
Mankiewicz. It’s expected that the Pier 13” (RKO) and “Mystery 
N. Y. office, headed by Wallace’ Street” (M-G), $9.000. 
Worsley, will also be enlarged, Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 35-70)— 
Holman, who became exec secre-| “Palomino” (Col), and “Father Is 
tary in January, leaves the Guild.| Bachelor” (Col), day-date with 
‘ Webber. Fair $7,000. Last week, 
“Love Happy” (UA) and “Great 


Plane Robbery” (UA), good $8,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘‘Con- 
golaise” (FC) and *Kill or Be 
Killed” (EL). Mild $2,500. Last 
week, on moveovers. 
Tabor (Fox) (1.967; 35-74)—‘“ For- 


Exec WP. Slate 


Continued from page 3 

















and has been in informal discus- 


sion of their qualifications with tunes Capt. Blood” (Col) and “Fast 
other committeemen. on Draw” (Lip). Fair $3,000. Last 
Brecher said that the various, week, “Tarzan Slave Girl” (RKO) 


candidates whose names will come | and “West of Brazos” (Lip), good 


5 amen mail hampeigg Fy $4.000 

up for discussion tomorrow will be $4,000. ieee oh Pe 
“on call” during the day in the OP rs hemi sasi' (600; 60-74). 
event the committee wants to talk $] aie t a tm” Mild 
to them. Among the issues which “* Testes or es ae ‘ 


Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Pal- 
omino” (Col) and “Father Is a 
Bachelor” (Col), also Webber. Light 
$1,600. Last week, “Love Happy” 
(UA) and “Great Plane Robbery” 
UA), $2,000. 


| SAN FRANCISCO 


the group must settle, and which 
may take some “discussion with the 
potential veepees, is the size of the 
salary for the job. 
Salary To Fit Man 
While some of the committee 
members*® have indicated they are 





thinking in the neighborhood of (Continued from page 8) 

$25,000 yearly, amount actually (U) and “Fargo Phantom” (U), | 
will hinge on the man. It will be ¢7 599 
determined by the size of the Stagedoor (Ackerman-Rosner) 
salary he is giving up to take the (370: 85-$1)—“Kind Hearts. Coro- 
post, his needs, standing, etc. nets” (EL) (2d wk). Still okay 

A reluctant candidate is reported $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 

to be Frank H. Ricketson, chief of | , Clay, (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
Fox Intermountain Theatres. Rick- | et apg Heart (0) (m.0.). 
etson’s boss, National Theatres top-| Moderate $2,500 or near. Last 


per Charles P. Skouras, a member | (Gh ‘whi S3stn (UA) (reissue) 


of Brecher’s committee, is said to| yparkin (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
be prepared to push the theatre “City Lights’ (UA) (reissue) (7th 
exec for the job. Skouras has|wk), Trim $3,400. Last 
planed in from the Coast to be at | $3,500. 


the meeting. | 

Ricketson, an important figure in | 
Colorado politics as well as a wide- | [ATSE FLACK FACTION 
ly-known industryite, is understood 
to be cool to accepting the post.| STILL BATTLING SPG 
Skouras reportedly feels that if he| ‘Stieunnd Sule é 
can win the maminetion for BOM,| seit with 91 distidents, the tn- 
he can induce Ricketson to serve.| ternational Alliance of Theatrical 

In “addition to coming up with | Stage Employees pressagent fac- 
recommendations for the top|tion here goes on battling the 
COMPO post and the salary to be| Screen Publicists Guild to avoid 
paid, committee tomorrow will dis-| paying initiation fees of fgom $75 
cuss the headquarters setup and|to $150 demanded by SPG, which 
the size of the staff. Tentative| holds a contract with the studios. 
budget may be drawn, although it) Most of the holdouts once had paid 
will depend in large measure On| jnitiation fees, but were expelled 
the choice of the subordinates by! from the SPG for non-payment of 
the exec veepee. dues. Guild has now served notice 

Each of COMPO’s 10 component; 0n the studios that, under their 
organizations is represented on the| Union shop contract, the 21 should 
_management and personnel com-| be replaced by SPG members. 


mittee. Among those slated to at-| Dissidents met last week in Roy 
| tend tomorrow’s’ conclave 








'H. Heidt Unit Boosting 
‘Armored’ Solid $18,000, 
St. Loo, ‘Bride’ 156, 3d 


St. Louis, July 4. 
“Father of Bride” proved so big 
in second week at Loew’s that it 


‘is holding a third session and prov- 


| It 


| 


week, | 
| Light $14,000. 


ing nearly as great as second. Best 
showing of newcomers “is being 
made by “Armored Car Robbery,” 
which is getting a real boost from 
Horace Heidt unit of young talent. 
will be solid at the St. Louis. 
‘‘Duchess of Idaho” is being held 
back because “Bride” continues 
so strong at Loew’s. Infiux of out- 
of-towners is help trade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60)—‘“Bright 
Leaf” (WB) and “Destination Mur- 
der” (WB). Bright $16,000. Last 
week, “Wagonmaster” (RKO) and 


“The Capture” (RKO) $12,000. 
Loew's (Loew) (2,172; 50-75)— 
“Father of Bride’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Big $15,000. Last week, ‘Father 
of Bride’ (M-G) (2d wk), great 
$18,000. 
Missouri 
“Gunfighter” 


(F&M) (3,500; 60)— 
(20th) and “Night and 
City” (20th) (m.o.). ‘Nice $10,000. 
Last week, “Colt .45” TWB) and 
“Woman of Destiny) (Col), $9.000. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60)— 
“Armored Car Robbery” (RKO) 
and stageshow. Big $18,000. Last 
week. “Gunfighter” (20th) and 
“Night and City” (20th), $14,500. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 


and “Beau Geste” (Par) (reissues). 
Fast $12,500. Last week, “Johnny 
Holiday” (UA) and “Counterspy” 
(Col), $9,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) — 
“Rock -Island Trail’ (Rep) and 
“Johnny One-Eye” (UA), Spirited 
$11,000. Last week, “Return 
Frontiersman” (WB) and “This 
Side of Law” (WB), $10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Good Humor Man” (Col) and 
“Fortunes of Capt. Blood’ ‘Col). 
Last week, “Gun- 





‘ fighter” (20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 


} 


United Artists (B&K) 1,700; 50- 
98)—"" D. O. A.” (UA) and “Wom- 
en from Headquarters’’( Rep) (2d 
wk). Mediocre $7,000. Last week, 


$10,000. 

Woods (‘(Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
“Night and City” (20th) (3d wk). 
| Moderate $10,000 for 6 days. Last 
week, $17,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Her 


Wonderful Lie” (Indie). Tidy $4.- 
000. Last week, “Woman of Dol- 


/wyn” (Indie), $3,800. 





BUFFALO 


(Continued from page 8) 


| Ball and Desi Arnaz on stage. Hit 


| 


‘ 


sock $18,500 in four days. 


Last 
week, 


“Return of Frontiersman” 


| (WB) and “This Side of Law” (WB), 


$11,000. 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—‘‘The 


are | Brewer's office and were advised | Gunfighter” (20th). Bangup $12,000. 


Skouras, Barney Balaban, Martin| by the IA rep here and his attor-| Last week, “Night and City” (20th) 


Quigley, Si‘ Fabian, 
Namenson, Martin G. Smith (sub-| Pay their third quarter dues (July, 
bing for Allied rep William B.| August, September), 
Ainsworth) and William B. Levy) their employers in writing. Indi- 


(subbing for Society of Indepen- | Viduals were also advised to file 
dent 


| rep Gunther Lessing). 
Their recommendations must be 
unanimous, as must be the final | 


| SPG demand for the initiation fee. 
On June 26 SPG sent out letters 
to majors insisting that all publi- 


_ be fired. 
Y. Frank Freeman, of Para- 
| mount, assembled the holdouts in 


| likewise represented. 








} 


hoi hich | cists get themselves in good stand- | 
choice by the exec board, on which ing in the Guild within 10 days or 


William | ney, Robert Gilbert, to attempt to | (2d wk), $6,000. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


and notify | “Was A Shoplifter” (U) and “Wom- 


an Hater” 
under. 


(‘U). Light $7,500 or 


Last week, “Good Humor 


Motion Picture Producers Protests with the NLRB against the Man” ‘Col) and “Timber Fury” 


(Col), $8,500. 











Paal Prepping 











Continued from page 5 
Fact that the film won't roll until 


gies,” said Goldberg, “for trying to| terms but that “his position was 
protect the livelihood of my com-| sometimes complicated by 


work.” | prove contracts.” 
Goldberg pointed not only to! 


some | 
pany and for those for whom [ producer reserving the right to ap- 





show business, which he said has 
been suffering, but to department 
stores as well. “Check on the rub- 
ber checks,” he said, “and talk to 
Jandlords whose tenants cannot 
pay their rent.” Goldberg wound 
up with the demand that local rac- 
ing be abolished. His attack was 
followed by much pro and con cor- 
respondence in the newspaper. 
This is the first time such an at- 
tack has come out in the open here. 
Ak-Sar-Ben is the most populous 
and powerful organization in town, 
having thousands of members 
among business, professional and 
working people. It specializes in 
public projects and has already not 
only built two bridges across the 
Missouri river free, but has erected 
2a coliseum for the public and built 
a home for Nebraska Four-H Clubs. 
It brings many high-rating amuse- 
ment enterprises to town and spon- 


sors a stock and horse show an- 
Mually. 


Universal sales chief William A. 
, Seully also would not commit him- 
_self and the committee said it has 
found U “generally is demanding 
percentage terms not only on their 
|top bracket pictures but in vary- 
/ing degrees on down the line, into 
| the second and even third brack- 
ets.” Committee said, however, 
| it has found that U will sell flat to 
/an exhib “unalterably opposed to 
| percentage” even on A _ product, 
_based on experience with other U 
| pictures in the same situation. 
| Warners sales veepee Ben Kal- 
'menson originaliy offered to elimi- 
nate percentage in theatres gross- 
ing up to $150 on A product. Since 
the committee's huddles with Kal- 
menson, however, more small thea- 
tres have been converted to buy- 
'ing on flat terms and the commit- 


tee agreed with Kalmenson that) 


| WB has sold more flat rentals dur- 
ing the last years that in the pre- 
} vious 10 years, 


Peekay Stresses 


Continued from page 7 








the h.o. exee may get maximum 
‘coin out of an occasional picture, 
but by putting the wrong type prod- 
uct into a house or the right type 
at the wrong time, fails to build a 
|character for the theatre or give it 
_a place in the community that will 


| that plant in his office June 28 and | 1951 is due to the need for await- 
‘informed them the studio couldn’t |in& completion of Mrs. Nijinsky’s 
|help, inasmuch as it had a contract | Second volume. 

_with the SPG. Matter rests there| While overseas, Paal will huddle 





NLRB Sidesteps IATSE, 
Philly Nabe House Tiff 


Washington, July 4. 





National Labor Relations Boar 


/mean long-range profits. | yesterday (3) upheld the findings of 


great success, despite the depres- | to step into the labor row between 
'sion,” Peskay said, “when we de-| Philadelphia Local 307-A of IATSE 


+6 * ° . i ; s ° ee 
The Warner circuit achieved , itS trial examiner and decided not 


| at the moment. 


| 
} 


| 
i 


creed that managers must be given | ‘International Alliance of Theatri- | 


a voice in choice and dating of | ¢4! Stage Employees) and the Roy- 
‘product. We gave them every bit | 4! Theatre, a 980-seat nabe house in 
of information we had—except the | that city. 
‘terms of the film deal. We wanted; NURB general counsel argued 
‘them to go out and work equally | that the Royal was part of an in- 
hard to sell a picture whether we | terstate chain operation because a 
,had bought it for $25 flat or were| Member of the family owning 
| paying 40%. Too often now, just 
| because a picture is bought cheap- | 
‘ly, there’s no effort to sell it.’ 
Peskay was also critical of many 
circuits now for hiring buyers and 
bookers who have had no actual ex- 
| perience in operating theatres. 


Royal, also has an interest in a 
nabe house in New Jersey. NLRB 
found that this might be technically 
correct, but felt that the operation 
was too local to call for involve- 
, Ment of a national agency. 


} 


Keamco, Inc., which operates the | 


' 


with Rank Organization toppers on 
a production deal, and will also 
discuss a picture venture with Real 
Film of Hamburg which would star 
Marlene Dietrich. Rank group, the 
producer revealed, has expressed 
interest in “Goodbye, U. S. A.,” a 
story property he owns. 

“Goodbye” deals with a Briton, 
Frenchman and a German woman 
who are deported from the U. S. 
Writer George Tabori is now in 
London working on the shooting 
script and Paal will confer with 
him there. Pic would be made in 
Britain and on the continent. 

Dietrich project is slated to be a 
joint production with Real Film in 
English and German versions. Ger- 
man company, which has a large 
studio in Hamburg, would arrange 
the financing. Several scripts have 
already been submitted to the ac- 
tress through her agent, Famous 
Artists. One of them includes an 
original by Ferenc Molnar. Appro- 
priately, it’s titled “Marlene.” 
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More Swag in 





what it was all about and assumed 
it was a medieval costume drama. 
As far as exhibs and salesmen 
go, what they like is a moniker 
that’s simple, easy to remember, 
short enough for a marquee and 
that gives an accurate idea of 
what’s in the picture. Although 
they consider that last point most 
important of all, they’re plenty will- 
ing to forget it when the subject 
matter is of a nature that’s tradi- 
tionally unpopular with filmgoers | 
such as baseball. 
More Descriptive 
There’s considerable agitation, 
partially from a public relations| 
viewpoint, to get more accurately | 
descriptive titles. This is in line 
with a similar demand regarding | 
advertising. There’s fear that part | 
of the reason for the present pub-| 
lic apathy toward films is a feeling | 
that they've been “taken” by titles | 
and ads. 
Pie labels have become recently 
a tocal point of bitterness between 
studios and homeoffices. Sales | 
execs get burned when what they 
consider as Coast aesthetes put a 
tag on a pie and stubbornly refuse | 
to permit a change despite h.o. in- | 
sistence that it’s hurting grosses. 
There has recently been such| 
a tussle at Metro. William F. 
Rodgers, v.p. in charge of distribu- 
tion, reportedly has been boiling | 
over the handles of “The Asphalt | 
Jungle” and “The Big Hangover.” 
Trade has been in general agree- 
ment with Rodgers that the titles | 
have hurt these two pix, but the 
studio insisted on them from the} 
start and wouldn't permit a change. | 
Difficulty in finding the perfect | 
title is exemplified currently in| 
Metro’s “Annie Get Your Gun.” It 
was figured that just about every- 
body knew that title, and that it 
was a musical comedy based on the 
Annie Oakley legend as a result! 
ot the long run on Broadway and | 





Continued from page 3 


lexhibited 


|}of United World Films, 


|to Castle home films, television and 


a Good Tag 











tain Call at Cactus Creek,” Uni- 
versal; “In a Lonely Place,” Co- 
lumbia, and “The Reformer and 
the Redhead,” Metro. « 

A prizewinner last year for bad 
reaction was Universal’s “Kiss the 
Blood Off My Hands”—almost uni- 
versally marked as too gruesome. 
The British are the real toppers, 
however, on strange tags as far as 
Yank exhibs are concerned. Their 
leader in this department was un- 
doubtedly “The Tawny Pippit.” | 
Strangely enough, it was highly ac- 
curate, since that is the name of 
the species of bird that was the 
focal point of the picture. | 

Other British features recently 





é in the U. S. are} 
‘Saraband” (originally “Saraband 
for Dead Lovers”), “The Aston-| 


ished Heart,” “Kind Hearts and 
Coronets,” “Passport to Pimlico” | 
and “The Rocking Horse Winner.” | 


| 





ALEXANDER UPPED AS | 


UWF EXEC PRODUCER 


Steven Alexander has_ been) 
upped to the post of exec producer 
16m and 
television subsid of Universal. In 


| his new spot, Alexander will be in 
|charge of all production activities 


of UWF, which will be coordinated 
under his supervision. UWF has 
been active both in the east and at 
the Universal studios on the Coast. 

Alexander’s supervision extends 


commercial pix as well as films 
made for various Government agen- | 
cies, including the Economic Co- 
operation Administration. 








Mono Bolsters 








|to General Service 


| learning a Texas draw] for his role 


‘Imperium’ Ist Unstaged 
Play Metro Has Bought 


Hollywood, July 4. 
The Ezio Pinza starrer, “Mr. Im- 
perium,” is the first unproduced 
stage play Metro has ever bought. 
It was written by Metro producer 


Pep Up Summer 


+ 





Edwin Knopf a year ago. He asked 
for a leave of absence to produce 
the play on Broadway. 

In considering the request, Dore 
Schary asked to read the play, and 
promptly bought it. Later, when 
Pinza was signed by the studio, 
Knopf and Don Hartman were as- 
signed to the screenplay, tailoring 
the script to the talents of Pinza 
and Lana Turner. 








Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Antonio Lello drew the double | 
chore of actor and technical ad-| 
visor on UI’s “Smuggler’s Island,” 
localed in Macao, where Lello’s 
father used -to be governor ... 
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Doling Out Work 
Phoenix, July 4. 
New question is being 
pitched at Arizona’s unem- 
ployed these days: “Are you 
willing to accept employment 
as a film extra if mo work is 
available in your own line?” 
Arizona State Employment 
Service has launched a special 
department devoted to em- 
ployment of bits and extras for 
locationing film companies, as 
a result of the placement of 
500 Phoenix jobless in May 
when Robert Stillman’s “The 
Sound of Fury” Jensed here. 
State officials are hoping tour- 
ing film companies will aid 
substantially in cutting unem- 
ployment lists, at least spas- 
modically. 








Robert Louis Stevenson’s “The '| 


Beach at Falesa” will be produced | 
at UI under the title of “Pantang,” | 
with Millard Kaufman developing | 
the screenplay for producer Ted | 
Richmond Florence Marly 
loaned to Breakston-MeGowan Pro- | 
ductions by Monogram for the | 
femme lead in “Tokyo File 212,” | 
which will be lensed entirely in| 
Japan ... Alfred Hayes checked in 
at Warners to begin playing in 
Ring Lardner’s “Haircut.” An- 
thony Veiller will produce... 
Pine-Thomas shifted headquarters 
Studios after | 
three and one-half years at Nas- 


Henry Koster takes off next 


| Tuesday (11) for N. Y. on a trip 
|to England to direct 


E “No High- 
way” for 20th, with Louis Lighton | 
producing Clifton Webb is | 


| 


j 
| 


|rector 
| sour. | 


Frankovich Eyes Distrib 
Deal on ‘Road’; Seeking 


Coast Talent for ‘Bear’ 


Mike Frankovich, indie producer 
and husband of actress Binnie | 


Barnes, planes to the Coast this | 
week on a talent hunt for a picture | 
he expects to make in northern | 
Italy. Over a 10-day Hollywood | 
stay, he’ll look for stars and a di-| 
-who would be used in| 
“Lover of the Great Bear.” It’s a 





Tentative plans call for the pic to | 
roll in November. 

Meanwhile, Frankovich gis _ at-| 
tempting to work out a distribution 
ceal on “Thé Dark Road,” an Ital- 
ian locationer which he completed | 





in “For Heaven’s Sake” from | 
Continued from page 7 | Johnny Bray, actor out of Dallas | 
|. . . Maurice Schwartz, Yiddish 


| early this year. Cast is headed by | 


Resorts, Drive-Ins Counted On To 


Rentals This Year 


With over 2,000 drive-in theatres 
now operating throughout the US., 
the major film companies are 
counting on them t’ provide a 
hefty share of summer rentals this 


year. Twentieth-Fox sales veepee 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., for example, 
predicted that rentals from the 
drive-ins this year would be more 
than double those of 1949 and, 
since many of the ozoners are 
warm-weather operations, the ma- 
jor part of these grosses will be 
earned during the summer months. 


Most of the majors also are 
looking to the special resort play- 
dates to boost their summer earn- 
ings. As in the past, they are re- 
leasing a number of new films to 
resort areas which are not slated 
for general release until early fall. 
Such pictures°are held back from 
the regular theatres because the 
summer months traditionally are 
regarded as a poor grossing pe- 
riod. By giving the resorts a 
chance to get the new pictures in 
advance, however, the companies 
gain the opportunity of capitaliz- 
ing on word-of-mouth, brought 
back to regular customers from 
the vacationers. 


Several of the majors, looking 
to the drive-ins and resorts to do 
top business this year, are also 
pushing a number of pictures 
which have already played out in 
their regular runs. Twentieth re- 
cently instituted a policy of letting 
its regular customers buy such 


‘story authored by a Polish writer. | films for whatever price they want 


to pay, if they buy them in a pack- 
age and pay for them in advance. 
It is believed this policy will be 
applicable to the resort areas also, 
if the pictures in question have 
already played the regular ac- 
counts in that territory. 


While considerable haggling has 


according to the Mono toppers. Ini- 


the various road companies that | 
crisscrossed the country. It has/|tial picture will star Merle Oberon 
been discovered, however, that; and Richard Todd in a yarn as yet 


untitled. Second will be “Inside 
Scotland Yard.” 


Production agreement calls for 


plenty of potential patrons think 
it’s Just another western or else a 
war picture about women. Metro, 
as a result, is revising its ad cam- 


| legit player, draws his second film { 
role as the Polynesian witch doc- 
tor in 20th’s “Bird of Paradise.” 
Lela Bliss and Harry Hayden, 
who operate the  Bliss-Hayden 
legiter in Beverly Hills, inked as a 








Jamis Paige, Miss Barnes and Edu-| 
ardo Céannelli. Filmmaker is also| been going on between drive-in 
producer of the just-finished Ital- operators and distribs over the 
ian version of the George Raft| rentals to be paid for product, 
starrer, “I'll Get You For This.” | Smith declared the situation has 
Joe Kaufman is making the Eng-| improved considerably and said he 
is satisfied with the deals current- 
ain, it’s due to be canned this| ly being made with the ozoners. 








paign to put more emphasis on the 
Irving Berlin musicomedy aspects. 


In the case of “Ticket to Toma-| 
hawk,” 20th found that biz on the) 


highly-regarded comedy was well 
below expectations. It was figured, 
as a result, that perhaps the title 
was confusing. So the Orpheum 
theatre, Tulsa, operated by 20th’s 
National Theatres subsid, tested 
the pic under the label, “The 
Sheriff’s Daughter.” It hit a gross 
more than double that of the four 
previous Fox. pix at the house. New 
ads were made up and exhibs are 
being given their choice of the two 
labels. If “Daughter” proves con- 
Sistently better, the original title 
may be dropped completely. 
Quality the Factor 

_ 20th’s experience may be a par- 
tial answer to much palaver in the 
trade as to whether a title can hurt 
or help. Majority of showmen 
agree that basically a_ picture's 
quality will be the decisive factor 
in its gross, but that the title can 
have considerable effect. 

Aside from those mentioned 
above, among tags on which there 
have been recent squawks, 


are | 


‘a minimum of two films annually |team in “Hubby’s Hobby,” RKO |/ish version. Now shooting in Brit- 
lover a four-year period. Long delay | featurette which toplines Robert 
‘in carrying out the pact was at- | Neil and Suzi Crandall . . . Rich- | month. 


'tributed to the inability of the 
two firms to get together on suit- 
|able stories. 

Aside from launching the produc- 
ition venture, Broidy and Ritchey 
also set a distribution deal with 


'an undisclosed German outfit. Lat- 


ter will handle 12 Mono and Allied 
Artists pix in western Germany. 
Previously an arrangement was 
made with Omnium Film, of Dus- 
seldorf, to release three others. 
Company's German allotment to- 
tals 15 features. same as the ma- 
jors. 

German market, Broidy declared, 
“as now constituted is an unusually 
good market for our type product,” 
since German youths are hungry 
for action films and westerns. He | 
discounted France as a source of | 
revenue, for the high import tax | 
and dubbing costs make it ‘“‘fool- | 
hardy” to bring in product of dubi- 
/ous grossing potentialities. 


D.C. Action 




















ard Benedict drew a top featured| While Frankovich has been ac- 
role in “Ace In the Hole,” which | tive in production, Miss Barnes has 
rolls Friday (7) at Paramount . . .| been equally busy thesping. Possi- 
Irving Allen signed Val Raset to/ bility that she may appear in a 


co-direct “The Return of Gilbert | 
and Sullivan,” three-reeler in| 
Ansco color . . . Boris Ingster, di- | 
recting a key scene for “Counter- | 
feit” at Monogram, borrowed 
switchboard operator Ruth Conrad 
to play a switchboard operator . . . 
Bill Cagney inked Gordon Douglas 
to direct “Only the Valiant,” 
Gregory Peck starrer for Cagney 
Productions . . . John Twist polish- 
ing the screenplay on “Best of the 
Badmen” at RKO. 


F cecunsiiemtiahiabdintianbeemnmemiienns 

















Jackson Park | 


Continued from page 7 








show one of the features, away | 


from the southside house. | 
Further charges are that B&K | 


PICKING ON CRITICS 


Caruso biopic which Italian’ film- 
maker Maleno Malenotti is making 
in Italy this summer, caused her 
to cancel her sailing on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam Friday (30) and take 
a plane from New York for Rome 
instead. Aside from “Dark Road,” 
she also did a stint in Anthony 
Havelock-Allan’s “Shadow of the 
Eagle” this year as well as one 
other Itaiian locationer. 





CAN BE MADE B.0. HYPO 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Your story June 28 about Bob 
Wilby taking the reviewers of 
Time to task for their review on 
“Cheaper By the Dozen” might 


has been in contempt of the de- | have gone a bit further and added 
cree, arising from 20th-Fox’s re-| that the public generally eat these 
fusal to license “Cheaper by the) yp and respond at the boxoffice. 





“D.O.A.,” “Champagne for Caesar,” | 





Continued trom page 5 


“Johnny Holiday” and “Johnny 
One-Eye,” all from United Artists; 
“Bright Leaf” and “Flame and the 
Arrow” from Warner Bros.; “Cur- 
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dulges in this criminally illegal 
conduct.” 

Allied unit brushes off replies 
by New York distribution execs 
that “forcing” is indulged in by 
salesmen without the knowledge of 
‘their superiors. Actually, the dis- 
tribution chiefs admit that branch 
managers may occasionally be 
party to the praetice under the 
pressure of drives and sales quotas. 

They maintain, however, that 
they have repeatedly warned their 
entire field staffs against tie-in sell- 
ing. They say they have pointed 
out at conventions and in bulletins 
that the practice is illegal and can 
result in serious consequences for 
the distrib. 


ever, what goes on in a room when 
two men sit down to make a deal, 
they say. Exhib invariably wants 
to buy the top pi® on any com- 
pany’s schedule at less than the 
salesman is trying to get for it. 
Negotiations thus become a matter 
of compromise, and there’s a natur 
'ral tendency for the film peddler 
'to ask—or the exhib even to offer 
| —that some of the poor pix on the 
| program be bought in considera- 
|tion of 
|more important product. 





. | rental. 
duct, the more the company in-| Warner's Jeffrey, a nearby house. | 


It’s impossible te control, how- | 


Dozen” at a fair and reasonable | 
Instead, the pic was sold to | 


| Sole alternative for JP was the 
acquisition of two inferior quality 
films on a double-bill basis. The 
same bill was also licensed day- 
and-date at the Stony theatre, one 
block away. The proximity of the 
two theatres forced the competi- 
tion. 


In his answer, McConnell coun- 
ter-charged price fixing by the pe- 
titioners in the showing of “Sam- 
son and Delilah.” He claimed an | 
advanced admission price was fixed | 
between Paramount and B&K dur- | 
| ing the completed run of the film. | 


| 








| Many extended runs, he asserted, | 


| have occurred since the decree was 
| entered. , 

McConnell argued against the 
petitioner’s claim that financial 
losses have been suffered under 
| terms of the decree, pointing out 
| that the decrease in Loop boxoffice 
‘receipts was offset by an increase 
|in receipts at subsequent-run 
| houses. 

The brief further accused the 
|chain of efforts to circumvent the 
|law by employing “every possible 
|strategem to avoid effective regu- 
|lation” and that B&K has tried in 





price-shading on other | every way possible to make a. 


mockery of anti-trust laws, 


r 


In Pittsburgh at our Fulton we 
always go after this if we are right. 
Your files will show that many 
years ago the late John Goring | 
went after your own Harold V. 
Cohen for his review in the Post- 
Gazzette on some picture. Goring 
ran an ad in all the local papers, 
“It is easier to be critical than to 
be correct.” Then he detailed the 
b.o. success of the particular pic- 
ture in spite of Cohen’s review. 

Within the last few years our 
present manager, John Waish, ran 
heads of three local critics and | 
then stated,” Boxoffice sizzles while | 
critics fizzle.” All three critics | 
picked it up and, of course, gave 
it space and the b.o. increased. 

E. C. Grainger, 
(Shea Circuit), 


SSAG-SWG in Merger 


Hollywood, July 4. 

| Affiliation papers between the 
| Screen Story Analysists Guild and 
| Sereen Writers Guild were inked 
/over the weekend by Kay Leon- 
‘ard, SSAG prexy and _ business 
| agent, and Valentine Davies, SWG 











| prexy. Affiliation is effective 
| July 1. , 
Analysists ended association 


| with Painters Union as of June 30. 


He declined to estimate the num- 
ber of them which buy on per- 
centage terms as against flat rent- 
ais, declaring many of the drive- 
ins have not been in business long 
enough to set up such statistics. 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK 


Alfred Palea, 20th-Fox homeof- | 
fice radio publicity manager, back 





from trip to Coast where he 
huddled with studio publicity | 
execs. 


Metro studio flack George Nich- | 


ols back on the Coast after one 
week in Gotham plugging “The 
Next Voice You Hear,” which 


preemed at Radio City Music Hall. 

Al Lowe, United Artists’ foreign 
department division manager, in 
from Havana over the weekend fol- 
lowing a seven-week tour of the 
company’s Latin-American ex- 
changes. 

Floyd Fitzsimmons named Met- 
ro’s field rep in the Boston and 
New Haven sectors. Formerly 
holding down the Albany and Buf- 
falo areas, Fitzsimmons moves in 
for Ken Prickett, resigned. 





Chieago theatre raising prices 
to straight 98c for engagement of 
Andrews Sisters and Bob Crosby 
with “Bright Leaf.” Usual policy is 
low of 50c morning, going to 98c 
at night. 

Dick Satchel, screen renovator, 
taking over operation of Rivoli. 

Paul Marr, vaude booker, elected 
president of Cinema Lodge of 
B’nai B’rith. 

Loop theatre drops prices from 
straight 98c to 50-98c line, falling 
in with other first-run houses in 
the Loop district. 

Jacek Kirsch, head of Allied of 
Illinois, taking over operation of 
three Alliance circuit houses, the 
Roseland, State and Parkway. 
Roseland was shuttered for the 
summer, and no decision has been 
made on reopening it under Kirsch. 

Chicago Building Commission or- 
dered inspection of all ceilings of 
theatres in Chicago, following col- 
lapse of a ceiling in Redwood City, 
Calif. 

Lopert Films tied in its Septem- 
ber opening of Studio theatre here 
with a benefit for the Chicago Mu- | 
sical College. Lopert acquired | 
house from Herb Ellisburg, and is 
renovating it. 


LOS ANGELES 


Realart Film acquired “The Im- | 
poster” from parent company Uni- 
versal and will reissue the 1944 | 
Jean Gabin-Richard Whorf-Ellen | 
Drew starrer as “Bayonet Charge.” | 

Tom Turney, who has been with | 
Fanchon & Marco for 14 years, ex- | 
cept for his time in service, named 
manager of Hollywood Paramount, 
succeeding Harry Wallen who re- 
signed after 20 years with circuit 
to enter other business. 

Irving Epsteen, head of Fox | 
West Coast insurance department, | 
and Mrs. Epsteen, bought the Glen-| 
dale Theatre Building in Glendale | 
as an investment. Building houses | 
the Glendale theatre, operated | 
under lease to a FWC subsid. Sell- | 
er, Adolph Ramish, Inc., got $15,-— 
000 cash. 

} 


PHILADELPHIA | 


Melvin Fox opened his Burling- | 
ton (N. J.) drive-in last week, be-/ 
ing the sixth in his chain of 
ozoners. 

Allied of Southeastern Pennsy]l- | 
vania, at its general membership 
meeting unanimously adopted a 
resolution condemning the wave of 
mystery, murder and western pic- 
tures now on display in the first- 
runs. 

Harold D. Cohen, chairman of 
Variety Club benefit ball game at 
Shibe Park, Aug. 10, between the 
Phillies and Giants. Proceeds to 
underprivileged children. 

_ Larry Graver, back from vaca- 
tion, took over as manager of War- 
ner’s Mastbaum; formerly was a 
Warner district manager. 

The Pix closed for summer. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Thomas Hill, New York ad man, 


son of Ernie Hill, veteran Warner | 
salesman, killed in Northwest Air- | 
ways plane crash while en route | 

| 


here to visit his parents. 
_ Bennie Berger, North Central Al- 
lied president and circuit owner, 
vacationing in California. 

The Aster, 800-seat loop house, 
acquired by Don Swartz, independ- 
ent film distributer, installed loop 
second-run policy with 105 days 
availability. ‘ 

In compliance with consent de- 
eree, Paramount cireuit will sell 
675-seat Orpheum theatre at Aber- 
deen, S. D., to Mike Guttman who 


now operates small-seater World. | 


Big eircuit retains two houses. 
North Central Allied called 
series of out-territory regional 


protest meetings to rally oposition' and Jack Zimmer, auto dealers, | Gabriel Pascal turned out 


| Princess, 
| Point, 


Film Row 


444444 





‘to rising film costs “in face of de- 


clining boxoffice.” 

Minnesota Entertainment Enter- 
prises, comprising prominent Twin 
City independent exhibitors, start- 
ing construction of fifth Twin City 
drive-in with capacity of 700 cars. 

Betty Lou Thomas, one of few 
femme film exploiteers, here beat- 
ing drum for RKO pictures. 

Art Johnson opened new $90,000 
theatre at Galesville, Wis. 


DALLAS 


Don Grierson named head book- 
er for the RKO exchange here. 
Formerly was booker and office 
manager for 20th-Fox at New Or- 
leans. 


Ray DeViney, former theatre 
owner at Big Sandy, purchased the 
Palace at Plano from Dr. A. W. 
O'Dell. 


Frank C. Koestler bought the 
Airway and the Peak theatres here 
from P. G. Cameron, local theatre 
operator. 

Donald Ray Crow and L. B. 
Crow purchased the Haskell here 
from Don Dixon, who has oper- 
ated the 500-seat house for the 
last 18 years. Crow, who owns 
the Sunset here, will be general 
manager of house. 

J. B. Witley, formerly operator 
of Lake theatre at Fort Worth, 
leased the Chandler at Chandler 
from E. D. Montgomery. Witley 
has closed the house and will face- 
lift the house. 

Mrs. Leon Leath sold her inter- 
est in Linda theatre, Wichita Falls, 
to Carl Thompson, who also owns 
the theatre building. Mrs. Leath’s 
husband died in April from in- 
juries received in a traffic acci- 
dent. Thompson will operate the 
house. 

John E. Price named manager of 
the new South Park Drive-In at 
Beaumont which’ recently was 
opened here by the _ Jefferson 
Amus, Co. 

Sid Levy new manager of Lin- 
coln, Port Arthur, Tex., replacing 
Emil George. 


NEW ORLEANS 


Paramount Gulf Theatres, 
took over four theatres in 


Ine., 
three 


| Mississippi cities previously oper- 


ated by ‘Richards-Lightman Theatre 
Corp. Houses involved are the 
Columbus; Ritz, West 
and Lyric and Tupelo, in 
Tupelo. 
ager at Tupelo, will manage Lyric 


}and Howard Herring manages the 


Tupelo. Connie Boyd contimes as 


/manager of the Ritz. 





ST. LOUIS 


State Senator Yewell Lawrence, 
Bloomfield, Mo., lighted his new 
400-car ozoner near Dexter, Mo., 
last week. 

The Orpheum, Eldorado, Ill, a 
unit of the Turner-Farrar Circuit, 
shuttered for a facelifting. 

Ray. Parker, for 17 years with 
Fanchon & Marco here, new mana- 
ger of 600-car drive-in near Bridge- 


| ton, Mo. 


St. Louis Amus. Co. sold a sife 
in South St. Louis on which it in- 
tended erecting a theatre. 

Mrs. Alpha Tlisey, mother of 
Gradwell Sears, convalescing at her 
home in Nashville, I., following 
hospitalization in St. Louis. 

New biz hypo for the Melody 
ozoner near Temaroa, Ill., un- 
corked by Frank Glenn who 


| brought in a stage show and fol- 
‘lowed that with a weekly amaieur 


night. 


BOSTON 
Floyd Fitzsimmons, Metro pub- 
| licity director in Albany and Buf- 





| falo, temporarily. took over the 
| Boston and New Haven territory, 
‘following resignation of Ken 
Prickett. 


Bill Powell, formerly of Park- 
Way Drive-in, Springfield, joined 
| Philip Smith’s midwest ozone chain 
|as a district manager. 
| William Sobel, ad manager for 
' Philip Smith circuit, resigned to 
enter biz for himself; currently he 
is building an ozoner in Stamford. 

Adolph Burrough’s son, Roy, and 
' George Markell took over the lease 
of the Strand, Haverhill. 


by Louis Rotherberg and his son, 
Stanley. 


DETROIT 


The Roval nabe house owned 


jointly by United Detroit tbeatres | 


and Wisne and Wetsman, taken 
over by Wispe and Wetsman. Move 
was result of the consent decree. 
The UDT chain last month also 
divested itself of the Alger, Regent 
and Annex nabes as result of de- 
|eree, being hought by Jack Goldar 


Bill Sehrecker, city man- | 


House | 
had bee, operated for last 20 years | 


SLATED TO AID FILM 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Korean battle developments cost 
'Glenn Ford a night's sleep and re-| 
| shuffled the shooting schedule for | 
_Columbia’s “Flying Fish,” in which | 
he’s starred. 
| Pie is being made with Navy co-. 
operation and Ford had reported | 
| aboard a new sub for several days | 
briefing on a routine run when the | 
_trouble started. He was awakened | 
in the middle of the night and de-| 
barked when the sub got orders to 
head out as a convoy for the air- 
craft carrier Philippine Sea. Navy 
said it would assign another sub to 
the film company. 
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so that as early a release as pos- 
sible can be assured. 

RKO is another company which 
will benefit. Studio is readying 
“Macao,” which will be directed by 
Josef von Sternberg, and enough 
of the current situation will be | 
written into the screenplay, now. 
prepping, for the studio to give the 
film legitimate exploitation along 
this line. 


Republic got the jump on the 
entire industry with its one-reeler, 
“The Battle for Korea,” through 
which the Herbert J. Yates outfit 
expects to mop up. Around 3,000 | 
prints of subject were in the com- | 
pany’s exchanges throughout the | 
country last weekend, for which a 
majority of theatres were clamor- 
ing. 

Half a dozen or more production 
units, too, have filed with the title 
registration bureau of MPAA tags 
for future films covering the Kor- 
ean incident, majority of them 
carrying the word Korea. Last 
week, unemployed writers in the 
colony were madly. busy trying to | 
bat out original stories for quick | 
submission to studios and a quick 
buck. Several studios, too, are 
| quietly trying to develop stories on 
subject. 














British Films 
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at least one round in the American 
circuits. 

These two outfits are only the 
forerunner of a sizeable group of 
other distribs that are and will be 
, handling Anglo imports in the U. S. 
Rank’s current output, for instance, 
‘is still to be taken on by U. and 
EL. Each company will be han- | 
dling a minimum of six British pix | 
yearly. In addition, EL has also, 
closed with other British producers | 
for release in the next 12 months. | 

Adding to the supply will be the 
output of Associated British Pie- 
tures Corp. Monogram has en- 
tered a joint production deal with 
ABPC, the wnderstanding being | 
that Mono will take western hemis- 
phere rights to these films. Some. 
8-10 films yearly on -this newly-. 
arranged lineup will be turned) 
loose on Yank theatres. Tieup 
runs for three years with the 
parties envisaging 24-30 pix in that 
time. 

Major distribs will also have 
their supply of British pix to add 
to the growing stream. Columbia, 
for instance, has just closed a pact 
with Sir Alexander Korda for at 
least one pic and possibly more. 
United Artists is. still handling 
“Henry V” which should be around 

_for some time to come. Samuel 
Goldwyn, via his RKO releasing 
deal, will be handling one or more 
' Korda films, first of which is “The 


| 
| 


Scarlet Pimpernel.” Paramount 
has “Trio” which it jointly pro- 
duced with Rank. Other major 


company preduction tieups with 

Rank are in the wind. 

David O. Selznick is currently 
releasing Korda’s “Fallen Idol’ 
and “The Third Man.” Besides 
these two, D.O.S. is readying 
“Gone to Earth,” another Korda 
| opus, for release in the fall. Be- 
sides these distribs, there are a 
' number of minor outlets handling 
,a substantial number ef new and 
_old British pix. Irwin Shapiro, Nat 
| Sanders, Jack Ellis are illustrative 
ef this group. 

Sanders has a number of war 
| packages including several teature- 
|length pix covering the war in 
| Burma and Tunisia. These, plus 
others, will be making the rounds. 
Ellis is handling George Bernard 
Shaw’s “Pygmalion” and “Major 
Barbara’’ filmizations which 


WAR REROUTES SUB 


‘ 





| 





| See Old 











Brit. Pact Renewed 


Centinued from page 7 


frozen pounds for the coin of other | 


soft-currency countries. 


Indication by Hollywood Jabor. 
leaders that they'd go along on a. 


renewal of the old agreement gives 
considerable strength to the U. S. 
negotiators led by Erie Johnston 
and Ellis G. Arnall. 
centive plan for taking production 
out of Hollywood is certain to 
bring labor reprisals, Johnston 
and Arnall will be in the position 
of virtually insisting that there's 
no alternative but renewal of the 


former contract. 
An integral part of the new 
agreement, although not actually 


to be written into the pact, is an 
understanding already arrived at 
that the Americans will call off 
their “unit plan” of British exhi- 
bition. In return, the English gov- 
ernment will give its word that it 
won't, subsequent to the signing 
of the new agreement, come up 
with any new rules or regulations 
that will hit U. S. distribs. 

“Unit plan” 
among U. S. companies that they 


is the agreement | 


will not allow their product to be | 


British pix in 
It has been a 
exhibs and 


double-billed with 
English theatres. 


very onerous load on 
ithe British are willing to go to 
considerable lengths to have it 





lifted, 
OK British Tax Plan 
London, July 4. 
The only thing that emerged 


from the six-hour films debate in 
the House of Commons last Thurs- 
day (29), apart from the provision- 
al confirmation of an additional 
£ 1,000,000 for the Films Bank, was 
the news that all sections.of the 
industry had okayed the govern- 
ment’s plan for a readjustment of 
the admission tax. 

Under the new plan, which will 
come into operation as soon as ad- 
ministrative details have been set- 
tled, there will be a tax cut on 














son’s opening announcement added 


little new to the picture, beyond 
a comment-from one M.P. that 
Britain would soon be faced with 
the same “grave concern” for TV 
as was already felt in America, and 


‘a jibe from Tom O’Brien that the 


Since any in- | 
| Bank was chicken feed when con- 


£5,000,000 put into the Films 


_trasted with the £ 500,000,000 paid 
out in taxation in the past 10 years, 


'strong grosses 


| theatres has dipped 15°0-40°%, 











Expected Closings | 
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over their four-wall rivals are the 
registered in the 
open-air theatres. The drive-ins 
are showing revenues  approxi- 
mately equal to those of the 1949 
season. Against this performance, 
the overall take of conventional 
de- 
pending on the particular territe:y, 
during the comparative period. 


Drive-Ins Underplayed 


In many parts of the northeast 
and midwest, the effect of the 
drive-ins is more important tian 
the highly touted inroads scored 
by television. With this in mind, 
many industryites regard the shu‘- 
terings of regular houses as mere 


!a substitution of one type of ex- 
| hibition for another, than a general 


decline in theatre strength. This 


'is all the more apparent becaus= 
| the full effect of drive-ins was only 
|first felt late last year. 


Situation so far as summer clos- 


|ings are concerned holds parallel 


to that of permanent shutterings. 
Dramatizing the greater number of 
flickeries locking their doors this 
year is the disclosure that Loew’s 
has put 12 houses on two-weeks’ 
notice. The big affiliate chain in 


_ past years traditionally closed only 


| Haven 


seats up to 20c, and an increased. 


duty on seats above this 
The scheme will vield a total of 
£3,000,000 in a full year, of which 
half will be retained by exhibs, 
and the other half will go into a 
production pool, to be operated by 
the main trade associations, with 
an independent chairman to be ap- 
pointed by the Board of Trade. 

Outlining the scheme in Partia- 
ment. Board ef Trade prexy Harold 
Wilson said payments from the 
pool to producers would be on an 
automatic and objective basis, and 
would be made on a fixed per- 
centage on boxoffice earnings. Rev- 
enue flowing back to British pro- 
ducers should increase by 15-20° 
above current earnings, partly 
from the proceeds of the pool, and 
partly by the bigger cut they'll 
get from film hire as a result of 
the increased exhib share of box- 
office receipts. 

Effect of the scheme is that the 
additional £1.500,000 to be re- 
tained by the exhibs will increase 
the revenue of distributing 
year. With almost 75° of screen 
time being given over to Hollywood 
product, this will mean an 
tional £450,000 to be divided by 
U. S. distribs, and an extra £150- 
000 to be split among the British 
outfits. 


| On the other hand, the cash be- 
|by theatre owners into the pro- 
| duction pool will not be subject 
ito film hire, with the result that 
‘distribs will 
on this £! 500,000. 

| Wilson frankly admitted in the 
Commons that the scheme 
mainly designed to help British 
production, and that 


‘would get little out of the plan 


other than a lot of extra work in 
calculating their contributions to 
the pool. 


figure. 


one house. the Lyric in Bridge- 
port. College. theatre in New 
is definitely marked for 
closing. 

As for the other Loew's thea- 
tres on notice, no action may be 
taken, circuit spokesman said this 
week. All these theatres are sans 
cooling systems. Notice was given 
by the management as a union re- 
auirement so that the chain could 
act suddenly if° it so wished. 


; Loew's, however, “does not believe 
| such a step is imminent.” 





com- | 
panies by about £600,000 in a full | 


Checkup of other affiliates 
shows no big movement to shutter 
houses. RKO has no plans to date 
for any closings. As for Warner 
Bros., authority to shut any par- 
ticular house is decentralized in 
division managers. WB homeof- 
fice knows of no planned closings 
as yet. National Theatres has shut 
down some houses on the Coast. 
This step had little reference to 
weather. Theatre business has 
been generally bad in the Coast 
area. 

A total of 482 permanent clos- 
ings was recently reported by the 
tax committee of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations. This 
figure was later upped to 550, 


| based on surveys made until the 


addi- | 


ing paid—on a voluntary basis— | 


end of May, 


B&K Firstruns 


aaa (Ontinued from page 7 


Petitioner (‘B&K) did not believe 




















either picture was suitable for ex- 


be foregoing rentals ! 


Was | 


hibition on a firstrun, single-fea- 
ture basis. When the Jackson Park 
theatre questioned the propriety 
of this double-feature program, 
each motion picture was played 


| Single-feature, one at the United 


exbibitors | 


The tax plan, the prexy intimat- | 


|ed, was about as far as the govern- 
|ment intended to go for the time 
being to aid the industry. It was 
‘now up to them to put their own 
house in order. 
| sliced, extravagance eliminated. To 
| blame everything on the admission 
tax was to create a fine alibi. If the 
money hadn't Been paid to the gov- 
ernment tt would have been squan- 
dered anyway. 


Costs must be | 


Artists and one at the Garrick. 
These pictures were exhibited at a 
loss and the income of both the- 
atres was less than that of a dou- 
ble feature program of two ‘west- 
erns’ at the Roosevelt theatre.” 

(Under the Jackson Park decree, 
the Jackson Park theatre has the 
right to question and eppose any 
double-feature bill scheduled by a 
B&K theatre. Petition seeks to re- 
move this restriction.) 

Process of going into double fea- 
ture has been a gradual one, fol- 
lowing the general decline of busi- 
ness in the Loop. State-Lake ran 
“Samson and Delilah” successfully 


| There had not been any advanees| for nine weeks on a single fea- 


_to the Rank Organization from the | ture basis, then ran “Gunfighter.” 


_Film Finance Corp., nor had there ; Which 


closed its second week 


been any reques for a loan. That | Thursday (29), on a single basis. 
fact prevented anyone from accus-| Biz was poor for “Gunfighter” and 
ing J. Arthur Rank of putting an-' other Singles prior to “Samson” 


other nickel in the Odeon. 


| run. 
The deoate that followed Wil- sequence. 


Double features are the con- 
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~— Whodunit Sounds in the Nite 


Most valuable man in the entire radio realm today, apparently 
is the sound effects guy, now that the mysterioso-adventure stanzas 
occupy the No. 1 niche in the format sweepstakes. 

The competition among the whodunit producers to achieve new 
variations in “rubbing out” techniques, to heighten the realism of 


the gory sagas, has resulted in a 


situation where the more creative 


sound effects men in the business are at a premium and can prac- 


tically dictate their own terms. 


An amateur. listener sleuth with a statistical bent is authority 
for the fact that the four network chillers wiped out 117 charac- 


ters last week alone (that’s exch 
more than CBS. 


isive of TV). NBC knocked off 27 











| NY-s AFRA in Swipe at Radio- TV 


Blacklists, Asks Industry Meet 


New York local of American Fed- 


eration of Radio Artists member- 
ship meeting last week voted for a 
resolution condemning “blacklists” 
in broadcasting, calling for AFRA’s 
jocal and rational boards to meet 
with the Radio Writers and Radio 
Directors Guilds to fight blacklists 
and to set up parleys with the nets 
and agencies on the ‘question. An- 
other resolution, which asked that 
anti-blacklist clauses be included 
in the union’s contracts, was de- 
feated. Resolutions will probably 
be submitted to the membership 
for a referendum, 

Caucus ineetings for delegates to 
the national convention will get 
under way tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Elections for replacements on the 
national board voted in Staats 
Cotsworth and Bill Adams (both 
incumbents) and Ann Seymour, 
actors; Chuck Goldstein and Jack 
Arthur, singers; and Ken Roberts, 
announcer. 

Membership meeting last Thurs- 
day (29) was a continuation of one 
held two weeks previously. At the 
earlier meeting, membership voted 
for a resolution condemning use 
of AFRA'’s name by individual or 
groups of members without author- 
ization. However, it permits mem- 
bers to say they are members of 
AFRA if it is clearly stated they 
are not acting in an official capac- 
ity. 


Godfrey Adds 
To Stock Deals 


Arthur Godfrey is in the process 
of negotiating another stock deal 
which will add an additional half- 
hour to his CBS program schedule 
(similar te the Hi-V orange juice 
concentrate that’s been sponsoring 
Godtrey’s TV ukulele lessons twice 
a week) 

New 





deal involves Reddi-Wip, 
oulfil making prepared whipped 
cream, and handled by the Ruth- 
raul! & Rvait Chicago office. Plan 


is to do a taped half-hour Sunday ' 


atiternoon show, probably in the 
2:30 to 3 slot, which, it’s under- 
stood, will be a pickup of the “God. 
irey Digest” sponsored this past 
ryan Saturday nights by Ches- 
erfield, 





+ 
Paul Tripp 
(Creater and star of 


"Mr. |. Magination”) 


feels 
Poor Baby TV Has Not 
a Stitch He Can 
Call His Own 


@ byline feature in the forthcoming 
5th Annual 
Radio-TV Review & 
Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Late in July 


Crosby, Ch held 
Setup May Snar! 
Paley Schedule 


The upcoming NBC vs. CBS bat- 
tie tor Wednesday night suprem- 
acy, with Bing Crosby fighting it 
lout opposite Groucho Marx, is 
predicated, of course, on the as- 
sumption that Crosby and his spon- 
| sor, Chesterfield, have resolved all 
| differences. 














Return of Crosby recently from 
his European junket sparked fresh | 
reports that all’s not. as serene as_ 
‘the Columbia boys would have the | 


trade believe, and that Bill Paley’s 
job at CBS for the next few weeks 
has been cut out for him in bring- 
ing Crosby into line. 

Some say don’t be too surprised 
if Crosby and Chesterfield come 


(Continued on page 28) 


PET’S F&M BUY EASES 





Decision of Pet Milk to latch on | 
to sponsorship of NBC’s “Fibber 
McGee & Molly” next season, and | 
drop its Sunday night musical show | 
on the same web, resolves the Bob | 


‘Crosby L.A.-to-N.Y. commuting | 


to a parting of the ways. At the |nished prisoners by 


| of ‘ “ 
CROSBY L.A-N.Y. STINT, “ py toy pot msec the programs | 


SPORADIC. SALES 


| 


~TDEA oGARES “EM 


Over the past year or two the 
networks have been forced to yield 
on many a hidebound policy, such 
as permitting the taping of shows, 
the virtual elimination of live Coast 
repeats, etc., in order to keep the 
sponsors happy and invite their 
continued bankrolling of radio pro- 
gramming. 

None of these moves, however, 
has seriously impaired the net- 
works’ stature or imperilled bill- 
ings. In recent weeks, however, 
some Client inquiries have had far 
more disturbing overtones which, 
if translated into action, could con- 
ceivably disrupt the whole struc- 
ture of the networks. 

In essence, some sponsors, alert- 
ed to the inroads of television on 
audiences, have been making over- 
tures to the major webs, seeking 
to determine if they could buy time 
and hookups on a sporadic basis 
so that they could skip stations in 
all the TV markets and just buy 


NT DO THIS T0 US 





- 


n 





A Symposium 
by AM-TV Program Directors on 
**Patterns for the 
Future” 
* . * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 


5th Annual 
Radio-TV Review and 
Preview Number 
of 
VARIETY 


Out This Month 


Koussevitzky To 














ithe affiliate stations in the non-TV 
or so-called “fringe” areas. ? 
Thus far the networks refuse to | é e une | 


listen to any such bargaining for 
time buys. 


To yield on this point, 
they argue, would practically mean | . 
“the beginning of the end,” so far | To (BS Sun. Aft. 


as networks are concerned. They 
feel that such deals would inevit- 
| ably reduce the major webs to the 
status of a transcription network. 

Even so, the number of national 
sponsors who are buying on a 
|strictly market-by-market basis, 
| rather than full network, appears 
lto be on the increase today. It ac- 
|counts in part for the continued 
|upbeat in the transcribed program- 
|ming beifig sold locally, as witness 
| the payoff accruing to such opera- 
,tions as MGM Radio Attractions, 
| with its approximate 300 markets. 
It accounts, too, for the flock of 
; bigtime personalities who are em- 
bracing transcription programming 
and who are being sold on a mar- 
ket-by-market basis. 


Squabble Squelches Solo 
Sets in St. Louis Jail; 
Gets Central Control 


St. Louis, July 4. 
The local jailhouse, in which 
_prisoners are housed to serve mis- 
/demeanor sentences and are held 
| to await trial, will be equipped with 
a new radio system as a result of 
| squabbles over individual sets fur- 
the prison 
chaplain and friends of the pris- 





James Fassett, who produces the 
CBS Sunday afternoon 3 to 4:30 
“Your Invitation to Music” pro- 
gram, is deep in a dilemma this 
week as the result of a transcribed 


interview he made with Serge 
Koussevitzky, famed. orchestra 
| leader, scheduled for airing this 


Sunday (9). 

Program, which is filling in the 
summer months pending the re- 
turn of the N. Y. Philharmonic in 
the fall, is made up of transcribed 
longhair music, plus. transcribed 
interviews with top composers, 
musicians, etc. 
interview was made last 
when the conductor returned from 
a trip to Europe. 


Koussevitzky practically tossed a 
bombshell into the administration 


| which he is the chief factotum, 
| taking a swipe at the Berkshire 
| trustees and leaving the impression 
| that his future relationship with 
| the annual festival is at stake. 
Koussevitzky criticized the fact 
that during his soujourn in Europe 
the trustees took it on themselves, 
| without consulting him, to name an 
Italian as one of the three guest 
conductors for the Festival. (Kous- 
sevitzky fails to mention him by 
name, but has reference to Victor 


| 
| 





oners. Last week, Warden E. E. 
Hensley announced that a central | 
control box will be installed and | 
attached to loud-speakers on each | 


| 
| 


volume, 
similar 


but | 
crime | 


and regulate the 


“‘“Gangbusters” and 


| programs will be eschewed. Be- | 


fore-the switch, the dozen or more | 
radios caused almost continuous | 
beefs over the programs chosen 
and the volume. Warden Hensley 


De Sabata). The eminent Boston 
maestro further claims that, while 
he and the Italian are good friends, 
latter’s appoinment by the trustees 
was strictly opposite to Koussy’s 
wishes; that each year he makes it 
a point to select the three best 
(Continued on page 32) 


STILL NO SALE ON A&A; 
2326 PRICE STYMIES 





The Koussevitzky | 
week, | 


In the course of the interview, | 


of the Berkshire Music Festival, of | 


Creative Flair on Summer Shows Cued 


To Possible Carryover on Fall Skeds 


> Not in some years has there been 
such a determined effort on the 
part of the networks to spice the 
summer replacement = schedules 
with programs that suggest an 
earnest stab at creative develop- 
ment. It’s particularly apparent 
on CBS and NBC where, surpris- 
ingly enough, the major concentra- 
tion is not on reprising time-worn 
formulas or remote pickups to 
shave costs, but in making a sin- 
cere stab at introducing an element 
of freshness and developing of per- 
sonalities. 

For example, at CBS, where 14 
summer replacements ride the 
airlanes, only two are _ repeats 
(“Pursuit” and Romance’’). Who- 
dunits are kept to a minimum. Ra- 
ther, the accent is on personality 
buildup (Hal March, Steve Allen, 
Jack Kirkwood, etc.), and in trying 
| to achieve new slants in situation 
comedy (“Granby's Green Acres,” 
“Too Many Cooks,” etc.). 

Similarly at NBC, while there’s 
|a more pronounced vogue toward 
| capitalizing on listener upbeat in 
|} adventure-mysterioso type  pro- 
| graming, there’s a distinct bigtime 
| aura surrounding the summer 
| semester, with such entries as the 
| William Powell, Charles Boyer, 
| Sara Berner, Cass Daley and Ilona 
| Massey shows; the “For Your Ap- 
|proval” showcase, and upcoming 
|Jane Pickens’ “Chamber Music 
| Society” program. 
| The webs, in fact, are confident 
|that the number of shows survive 
ing the hot weather filler months 
| will exceed those of recent years. 


Hausman Exit At 


| 
| 


CBS a Surprise 











Howard Hausman, CBS veepee in 
charge of personnel relations, sub- 
imitted his resignation last Friday 
(30), move coming as a jolt to his 
|network associates. Hausman had 
|'been with Columbia for the past 
11 years ard was an officer of the 
‘company tor the past three and a 
|half years. 

Hausman, who will stick around 
‘until July 15 to clear up his desk 
|on pending personnel problems, has 
iresigned over ‘personality differ- 
ences” that have existed on a man- 
jagement level. 
| Hausman says he’s considering 
‘some offers but will vacation for 
|several weeks before making a de- 
| cision. 
| It’s likely that veepee Larry 
|Lowman will step in to supervise 
ithe personnel setup while CBS 


{mulls a successor. 


HAMMOND, NBC VE. 
FOUND DEAD IN CAR 


Chappaqua, N. Y., July 4. 
Charles P. Hammond, 41, NBC’s 
ad-promotion v.p., was found dead 
| of carbon monoxide poisoning in 
















































| his car a mile from his home here 


Friday (30). Hammond had left 
home at noon the previous day 


“Digest” is a repris high- problem. . | said the old sets will be returned 
lights of G A doe. ggons or ‘ he | Fact that Crosby has been dou-/¢, the chaplain, Rev. Charles Clark, 
the ong nT PEE Come bling from the Pet Milk show/g¢ Jy 
1e- ar Ss ' a. . P 1 ‘ ; , . / 
e-board stanza. | (originating in the east) and the | ‘The cost of the new system, esti- | anxious to unload. CBS, which con-| without indicating where he had 
Campbell Soup “Club 15” (out of | mated at $1,200, will be paid from trols the package, has been pitch- planned to go. Two sealed notes 
| Hollywood) has necessitated the) ofts from the candy and tobacco | /ng it in recent weeks to all likely | were found and a coroner's verdict 





It’s still no sale for the Amos ’n’ 
Andy show, which Lever Bros. is! 

























SHOW BIZ NAMES SET 
AS SUBS FOR WINCHELL 


Walter Winchell, who checks off 
his Richard Hudnut-sponsored ABC 
radio series Aug. 6 for a seven- 


week layoff, has set an unusual se- | 


itwo-way commutation, with result- 
ant bids by Crosby to divest him- | 
self of the Pet Milk stanza. How- 
jever, he was committed to a con- 
tract. until the client’s decision to 
buy F&M. | 


Mindy Carson Buildup 





concessions in the building. 


ADDED SPONSOR SET 
FOR MURROW IN WEST 


CBS this week negotiated a 








‘deal for additional sponsorship of | 


candidates for bankrolling, but was suicide. 
A & A at $23,500 8 week, the ask-| After having worked on several 
ing price exclusive of time charges, | newspapers and the Literary Di- 
has been greetec with flat nixes. | gest, Hammond became advertis- 
If CBS can’t sell the show by the! jng director of the American 
fall, Lever has consented to stay | Newspaper Publishers’ Assn. in 
with it for the remaining year of} 394; He joined NBC in 1943, be- 
coming ad-promotion director the 


its contract. 
following year. He was named a 





ries of one-shots by top show biz ‘ : le : : 
personalities as Fie Me hae 9 | With Morton Downey bowing out the Ed Murrow cross-the-board | Blaney Harris Named To yen Peggle Mery Be gy by 
Lined up thus far for the hot of the Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday | evening commentary. Client ° 


Weather fillers are Frank Sinatra, 
Kay Thompson, Bob Hope, Tony 
Martin, Vie Damone, with likeli- 


hood of / . v) a six-times-weekly buildup. stations. : | program manager of WOR, N. Y.., a i 
also doin ae ag era shen get a boy-and-girl stanza,| Murrow’s new sponsor in the) to take over the post on July 17 Detroit, July 4. ‘p 
In previous years WW has al- with the frst of her male partners east is Amoco. Previously, Stand-| and work under program veepee| Ross Mulholland, a radio fave in 4 
ways had a multiple-personality re-| singer Don Cherry. He joins her ard Oil of Indiana was contem- | Julius Seebach, Jr. . Position has Detroit for many years, is leaving + 
placement showcase, usually divid- tomorrow (Thurs.). plating sharing the tab with | been vacant for some time. | WXYZ July 31 to take post as i 


ed amceg straight newscasters, a 
femme-slanted commentary and 
Hollywood chitehat. : 

Kenyon & Ecthardt is the agen- 
Cy on the account. 


11:15 p.m. slot on NBC, the net | 
is giving Mindy Carson (now alr- | 
ing Monday, Wednesday and Fri-| 


Net feels Miss Carson is now 
commercially hot. Cherry, a Texan | 
who has done some recording, as 
well as TV guesters, was inked 
ithreugh Lester Lewis. j 


Hamm Brewery, a St. Paul outfit, | 
which is picking up the Murrow | 
stanza through the midwest on 30. 


Amoco, following bowout of Fran- | 


co-American (Campbell Soup), but | 


‘SO changed its mind. 


Hamm is spending $500,0¢0 for. 
the Murrow pickup. i 





WOR, N.Y., Program Spot 


Blaney Harris has been named 


Mulholland to Coast 





Harris has been with Doherty,| program director of the Richards 
Clifford & Shenfield as supervisor | station, KMPC, Los Angeles. 
of AM and TV programs since| Before beginning his stint at 
1944 and also was with Pedlar & WXYZ, Mutholland was with WJR, 
Ryan. | the Richards Detroit station. 
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Ernst Calls for Reappraisal Of 


Newspaper-Radio Station Combines 





Washington, July 4. 

Warning of the danger to society 
from concentration of power “in the 
marketplace of thought,” Morris 
Ernst, anti-monopoly = crusader, 
called for a reappraisal here last 
week of the social influence of 
newspaper-radio station combines 
in communities with only one 


ys 
+ 


This, Too, Is Radio 


San Antonio, July 4. 
A new audience participa- 
tion.show which has been copy- 
writed by the outlet has made 
its debut on KITE. Airing is 
titled the “Kite Kanary Kwiz,” 





other newspaper. 

Reviving one of his pet themes 
of recent years in addressing the | 
convention of the American News- 
paper Guild, Ernst suggested that | 
“somebody ought to look into the | 
economies of the marriage of radio | 
and newspapers.” He said he still 
maintains his position “that no 
newspaper or magazine or motion 
Picture company should own an 
additional pipeline to the mind of | 
man. 

“We cannot preserve the First 
Amendment unless we have di- 
versity because anything in the 
direction of non-diversity, of con- 
centration, is in diminution of the 
basic theory of the First Amend- 
ment. I think we now have about 
25 or 30% ownership of radio by 
newspapers. Somebody ought to 
find out whether the newspapers | 
are making more money running 
radio stations than outsiders who 
run radio stations.” 


Ernst said he had “a sneaking | 
suspicion” that it’s bad for a news- | 
paper to own a radio station. Pure- 
ly from an economic basis, he said, 
the marriage might be a bad thing. 
He pointed out that the three press 
associations once agreed to pro- 
hibit use of their material on radio 
and noted that “the entire Holly- 
wood group are using as an alibi, 
television.” 


Fears Facsimile 


Discussing the abdication of the 
editorial pages of the newspapers 
to the columnists, Ernst said there 
is a still “greater worry” ahead— 
*a little gadget called facsimile.” 

‘“‘We are on the verge of its com- | 
mercial economic employment. We 
can send from New York. . .over the 
air the pages of newspapers which 
will come out printed without any 
reporters, without any typesetters 

(Continued on page 32) 





——— | 


KING Vamps Wash. State 
B’casters Assn. in Beef 
Over School Game Rights 


Seattle, July 4. 

KING, indie station here, has re- | 
signed from the Washington State | 
Assn. of Broadcasters as a result 
of the association’s support of a} 
suit by Bruce Bartley, owner of 
KBRO, Bremerton, against the | 
Seattle School Board to nix sale | 
of exclusive broadcasting rights on | 
high school athletic events to 
KING. 


The association was notified of | 
KING’s action in a telegram from 
Dorothy S. Bullitt, vice-president | 
of KING, to Fred Chitty, KVAN, | 
Vancouver, president of the broad- | 
caster’s group. 


Bartley’s protest to the school | 


| day 
ladium engagement without finaliz-| King” on as a sustainer during 


featuring Oscar, the KITE 
singing canary. Listeners will 
register with the outlet the 
time they believe Oscar will 
chirp. Cash and merchandise 
goes to the listener whose card 
has the time. There are six 
participating sponsors on the 
half-hour airing. 

Program will replace ‘““Tune- 
O” formerly heard at the 
same spot. Alec Chesser will 
be m.c. of the airing. 

The bird will be placed in 
the KITE studios with a “hot” 
microphone through which he 
can be heard. 


FCC to Act On 
‘Steeple Stations 


Washington, July 4. 


Whether “steeple stations” shall 
be authorized under a special cate- 








gory of frequencies for low-power | 


noncommercial FM _ stations will 
finally be considered by the FCC. 
Acting on a joint petition filed last 
December by two Baptist organiza- 
tions, the Commission last week 
designated an oral argument, at a 
date to be subsequently fixed, to 
amend its rules to make all rec- 
ognized tax-exempt nonprofit or- 
ganizations eligible as licensees for 
a separate class of stations analo- 
gous to low-power noncommercial 
educational outlets. 

Issues to be determined are 
whether there is a substantial de- 
mand for’ the 10-watters by 
churches, including but not limited 


Network Premieres 


Following is a list of the 
new radio shows scheduled for 
launching on the four major 
networl:s during the next 10 
days: 

JULY 5 

“It Pays to Be Ignorant.” 

Comedy quiz. CBS, at 9 p. m. 


DeSoto Plymouth Dealers, 
through BBD&O. 
JULY 6 


“Line-Up.” Mystery drama. 
CBS, at 8 p. m. Sustaining. 

“Quick and the Dead.” Bob 
Hope, Helen Hayes, Paul 
Lukas in dramatizations of cre- 


ation of the atom bomb. NBC, 
at 8 p. m. Sustaining. 
“Cass Daley Show.” Situa- 


tion comedy. 
Sustaining. 

“Somebody Knows.” Crime 
documentary. CBS, at 9 p. m. 
Sustaining. 

JULY 7 

“Cloud 9.’’ Musical fantasy, 
CBS, at 8 p. m._ Wrigley, 
through the Meverhoff agency. 

“Confidentially Yours.” N.Y. 
Daily Mirror editor Jack Lait 
narrating true stories. NBC, 
at 9:30 p. m. Sustaining. 

“Wanted.” Crime documen- 


NBC, at 9 p. m. 








| 
| 


| 





| 


| 
| 


to the Baptists, and whether the | 


public interest would be served by 
authorizing the stations. 

The Radio Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention claims 


'that hundreds of churches would 


take out licenses for the steeple 
stations which would have a radius 
of only a few miles and would con- 
tribute to community betterment. 
It contends also that the service 


would provide a substantial stimu- | 


lus to the purchase of FM sets | 


which would accrue to the benefit 


/of commercial FM stations. 





Sinatra, CBS AM-TV Deal 
Still Up in Air Despite 


Plethora of Reports 


Status of Frank Sinatra’s radio- 
TV deal with CBS for next year 
is still up in the air, with the sing- 
er hopping off to London last Fri- 
(30) for his upcoming Pal- 


board on the exclusive contract | ing a contract. 


with KING resulted in the board | 
rescinding the contract and asking | 


for competitive bids for the exclu- 
sive rights. In a court action 
Thursday Kenneth Smiles, deputy 
prosecutor, said that Bartley’s suit 
had been answered; that the re- 
scinding of the contract with KING 
and the opening of bids had an- 
swered it; but Chitty says that the 
question 1s unanswered, that such 
athletic events are “news.” Both 
he and Bartley say that the board 
does not have the right to sell ex- 
—" broadcast rights to any sta- 
ion. 


MARY MARGARET 4426 
BIZ STILL UNSOLVE 


NBC this week was still coping 
with the problem of how to re- 
solve the Mary Margaret McBride 
situation on the flagship WNBC 
station. 

Web wants to recapture Miss 
McBride’s 1 to 2 p.m. (station 
time) for slotting of “We Love 
and Learn,” purchased by Manhat- 
tan Soap. A decision on whether to 
let her keep the period or move 
her is expected later this week. 

Miss McBride’s hour show fetches 
annual billings amounting to 


>2 as 





CBS thus found itself in the em- 
barrassing position of having sent 
out a release announcing the sig- 
naturing of a Sinatra-CBS radio- 
TV exclusive, with a resultant cor- 
rection going out over the holiday 
weekend advising that the story 
was premature. 


Complicating the situation fur- 
ther was the erroneous report 
| given in London to the Associated 
| Press by Mack Millar, the singer’s 
| manager, to the effect that Sinatra 
| had already negotiated the deal 
| with Columbia and that the singer 
| Would receive 1,000,000 annually 
| under a three-year contract. Those 
,close to the negotiations say that 
| when and if the deal is consum- 
/mated, it will approximate closer 
to $250,000 a year. 


| Reportedly there are eight points 
| still in issue pending completion 
|of negotiations, including a medi- 
|co’s checkup. 





| 





Louisville—Every game, football 
and basketball, from the Univer- 
| sity of Louisville will be aired di- 
|rect at time of play by 
/on WGRC and WBOxX, sstation’s 
FM affiliate. Announcement was 
made after a meeting of University 





tad bd. de 


‘ g. { 


Don Hill | KCBS’ 


Associates. Makes a total of 35) Loan Co. has signed for a partici-| 
games to be aired, 10 football and iP 


tary. NBC, at 10 p. m. Sus- 
taining. 
JULY 8 

“Blue Ribbon Sport of 
Kings.” Racing coverage, with 
Don Ameche. NBC, at 5:30 
p.m. Sustaining. 

“Tales of Texas Rangers.’” 
Joel McCrea in western 
stories. NBC, at 9 p. m. 
Wheaties, through Duane 
Jones. 


“Chamber Music Society of 
Lower Basin Street. Musi- 
cal, starring Jane Pickens and 


her Escourtiers. NBC, at 10 
p. m. Sustaining. 
JULY 9 


Tris Coffin. News commen- 
tary. ABC, at 6 p.m. Adam 
Hats, through Weintraub. 


MBS Snares Another 
Prize Kid Package Off 
ABC Commercial Roster 


Chicago, July 4. | 
Mutual network snagged another 
commercial for its afternoon kid 
show group with Derby Foods 
(Swift) moving “Sky King” from 
ABC to Mutual in early September 
in Tuesday and Thursday 5:30-6 
p. m. slots. This is the second kid 
show in recent weeks to make the 
switch, the other being “Challenge | 
of the Yukon” which skipped ABC 
for a September go on Mutual for 
Quaker Oats. 


In notifying the webs last Thurs- 
day (29), a Derby spokesman said 
|he feels that the formerly highly | 
| competitive lineup of kid shows on 
|; ABC and Mutual has reached the 
| point where Mutual now has the 
greater strength, and when that 
network offered ‘‘a very favorable 
spot in the so-called kid band,” 
the client decided on a change of 
| networks. 


ABC Central Division isn’t hap- 
py. To maintain Derby's audience 
through the summer, the web had 
allocated a sizeable chunk of pro- 
|gramming money to keep “Sky 














| Derby’s hiatus. Because of the | 
short notice which the network |! 
was given on the fall move, ABC 
will carry the show for another 
| two weeks, and then dropping, but 
| definitely. 

Needham, Louis & Brorby han- 
dles for Derby. 


WFAA’S 28th Anni 


Dallas, July 4. 

WFAA, the Dallas Morning News 
station, observed its 28th anniver- 
| sary last Monday. The outlet | 
| started with a transmitter atop) 
|the old Dallas News bldg., with | 
studios in one room off the News | 
library. 

Today, WFAA has in addition to 
‘its AM outlet, FM and TV. It has| 
studios atop a penthouse in the! 
Santa Fe bldg. here. 




















P&G’s Frisco Buys | 
San Francisco, July 4. 

Procter & Gamble has signed | 
for 52 weeks with participation in| 
“This Is San Francisco” 

“Bob Callaham” shows. Ben- | 
ton & Bowles is the agency. 
Citizens Federal Savings & | 





and 


| 


ation schedule in “Starlight Sa- 
ts,” RCPS 


| 


ie 


| five-minute cross-the-board 
|'WMAQ remote from Chez Paree emceed by Mike Wallace and Buff 


From the Production Centres 


IN-NEW YORK CITY... 


Henry Bachs, WWRL German language announcer, departs July 7 
for three-week flying tour of Europe. ...Engineer Seth Gamblin marked 
25 years with WOR Sunday (2)....Ireene Wicker celebrates her 20th 
anni in broadcasting Sunday (9)....Ward V. Evans, Jr., has joined C. J. 
LaRoche’s merchandising dept.....WMCA today (Wed.) launches a 
phone-in service for vacationers, with Larry Curtis answering queries 
on picnic and bathing spots, etc. Show will be heard Monday through 
Saturday at 7:15 p.m. 

Everard Meade, Young & Rubicam radio-TV head, to Virginia Beach 
for a month’s vacation....WMGM’s “Care and Protection of Dodger 
Fans” first aid manual reprinted in Stan Lomax and Dave Stanley’s 
“Treasury of Baseball Humor”....Walter Kiernan, ABC commentator, 
has a new rival in his 20-year-old son, David, who’s airing at the same 
time on a New Haven outlet. ...Ed Downes assigned to direct the new 








| Jack Lait NBC series, “Confidentially Yours,” which bows Friday (7) 


.... Patsy Campbell the lead on “Armstrong Theatre” Saturday (8) 
.... Katherine Raht new to “David Harum’”’.... Philip Clarke joins ‘‘Lo- 
renzo Jones’’. Doris Dalton added to “Young Widder Brown” 


| Karl Weber, John Stanley, Harold Huber, Tom Collins and Jackie 


Grime are “Front Page Farrell” additions. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harry Kerr, after 10 years as talent and story booker for “Lux Radio 
Theatre,” is taking another berth with the Thompson agency In 


| and out of hospitals: Larry Berns for auto crackup injuries, Fred Mac- 


Kaye for facial surgery, and Pat Patrick (Ercil Twing) for leg operation. 
All on the mend Harry Babbitt’s musical strip on CBS got a java 
sponsor....Screen Publicists Guild and CBS started hassling again 
over wages....Buddy Rogers around on vacation to rest up for his 
radio and TV chores in Gotham....Fritz Feld, veteran of 200 pictures 
and late arrival in radio, was high bidder for parts in two radio shows, 
which was one of the features of AFRA Frolics. He lost $1.80 on the 
deal, the scale payoff being that much under his bids... .Fred Friendly 


‘came to town to tape Bob Hope’s part in the NBC documentary on’ 


atom and hydrogen bombs....Tom McCray will be installed in his new 
NBC job July 17....Carl Stanton, TV talent rounder-upper, here for 


| coordination talks with Norman Blackburn....Ted Steele, transferred 


to N. Y. by Benton & Bowles, drew his first assignment as supervisor 
of the Red Cap ale account, which comes into the agency Oct. 1.... 
Molly Goldberg—poddon, Gertrude Berg, reported at Paramount to 
work on the script of “The Goldbergs’” at Paramount....Robert Q. 
Lewis in town for a few days to contact disk jocks on plugging his first 
Columbia record....Willard Waterman is the leading candidate as Hal 
Peary’s successor for “Great Gildersleeve.” He was on the show at 
one time but had to be dropped because he sounded too much like 


Peary....Barbara and Milton Merlin are writing five scripts this sum- 
mer for “Halls of Ivy” fall airing....Carnation liked the test of Jay 
Stewart’s ‘“‘Family Party” on CBS Coast stations so the daytime par- 
ticipator goes full network on Saturdays....There’s a fast deal cook- 


ing for William Powell’s ‘‘“My Mother's Husband” but NBC ain’t saying 
with whom....Ron Kennedy, latest of the deejays, is wiring the 
saucers on KGFJ....Irv Atkins flew to Hawaii to help Art Linkletter 
put on a few benefit shows of “People Are Funny.” And “Link” prom- 
ised his frau it would be a vacation. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Arthur Godfrey planed in for dedication of Merrill C. Meigs Field, 
lakefront airport....Gene Autry guest this week aboard Les Atlass’ 
cruiser on Lake Michigan....Harold Safford, WLS program director, 
appointed to special program committee of the Illinois Farm Sports 
Festival to be held at University of Illinois in August Lucille Ball 
to guest on ABC’s “Breakfast Club” Thursday (6)....John Norton, ABC 
Chi v.p., back at his desk after a month’s motor trip....Otto Bremers, 
former Ruthrauff & Ryan radio writer, joins WMAQ and WNBQ pro- 
motion staff....Bill Despard and Hal Stark sharing gabbing duties on 
sports show on WBBM....“Chez Show,” 


Cobb, picked up its second sponsor, Barranford agency....Norman 


_Bale, chief announcer at KTFS, Texarkana, Tex., visited Mutual Chi 


offices....After airing shows from Chi during June, ABC's “Music 
With the Girls” will originate from Beloit and Milwaukee, Wis., in July 
....New member of WBBM sales promotion staff is Ray Mattingly, 
former promotion director at WTHI, Terre Haute....Flying farmer 
Chuck Acree, emcee of Mutual’s ‘Man on the Farm,” recorded his Sat- 
urday (1) show at the Flying Farmers celebration at the Chi Fair.... 
WMAQ Saturday (8) launched “The New Frontier,” dramatic series 
dealing with social problems and presented in cooperation with Insti- 
tute for Democratic Action....WGN newsman Bob Siegrist and Bob 
Foster covered search for Northwest Airlanes plane that plunged into 
Lake Michigan above Milwaukee....Life and career of Nat (King) Cole 
dramatized Sunday (2) on WMAQ'’s “Destination Freedom”... . Ralf 
Brent, WBBM sales manager, and Sam Maxwell, WBBM sales service 
manager, in N. Y. last week....Raymond Burnet, former Zenith exec, 


GAS POISONING FATAL 
TO HERMAN BESS, 52 


Paterson, N. J., July 4. 
Herman M. Bess, 52, veepee of 


|is new prexy of Starrett Television Corp. in N. Y. 





Camel, Norwich 


WPAT here and a pioneer in New| Hop Aboar d ABC 


York radio, was found dead of gas| ABC, which last month wrapped 


poisoning in the basement laun-| UP $5,000,000 in television busi- 
dry of his Newark home Thursday | ness, switched its emphasis last 


) y rere f 
(29). No notes were found. | week to AM and inked Norwich 


Bess, whose funeral Friday was pe . 
attended by several leaders in| @'U8S and Camel cigarets. Order 


New York radio, had been known | for Gulf oil is reportedly near the 

in the local radio field for 25 years. | signing stage. 

He started in sales with WODA, y “- iat ort.» 

Paterson, when it was owned by | mene wtan, which dropped sonal chang 
Man” series, has shifted .to day- 


Richard O'Dea, now a state racing | ~ 

commissioner. Through O’Dea’s| me radio and is picking up two 
invitation, Bess acquired all the| Quarter hours of “Modern Ro- 
outstanding stock of the Wodaam | ™ances,” cross-the-board morning 
Corp., which operated WOV, N. Y.,| Strip. “Fat Man” is being taken 
and became a principal of the| ver by Camel. Web, in its drive 
General Broadcasting Co. |to sew up talent and properties, 





After serving briefly with| bought “Fat Man” rights for five 
WAAM, Newark, he formed the| years from Larry White and 
agency of Bess & Schillin, which | E. J. Rosenberg, which will 


specialized in radio. He later be-| mean an outlay of $500,000 if all 
came sales veepee of WNEW, N.Y.,| Options are picked up. Pact covers 
and in 1946 joined WMCA, N, Y,,| both AM and TV rights. 
as sales director. He then went to Gulf is understood close to buy- 
WLIB until he took over the) ing the “Screen Guild Playhouse,” 
WPAT post late last year. | which- ABC bought last month and 
In addition to his wife, he leaves | which it is expanding from a 30- 
three sons, minute to an hour-long program. 


13) Dsus de 
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~The Next Voice You Hear .. ’ 


Washington, July 4. 


The official radio of Communist Bulgaria broadcast to Western 
Europe last week that American broadcasting is “the faithful ser- 
vant of Wall Street bankers” and is “dishonest” because it is anti- 


Communist. The critique on U. S. 


radio also teed off om soap operas 


which it attempted in a somewhat confused fashion to explain to 


Europeans. 
monitors, said: 


“Stockholders of radio 


companies, 


The broadcast, picked up by official U. S. Government 


Morgan, Rockefeller, Mc- 


Cormick, Hearst and their cirele, use their radios for the ideolog- 
ical education of the people in the struggle against Soviet society 


and against democratic ideas 


ican radio splinters democracy. 


In this dishonest struggle the Amer- 


Slanders, 


lies and insinuations 


are the favorite methods of radio agitation and propaganda. 


“It must be kept in mind that 


commercial principles. 


radio broadcasts are based on 


The greater part of the programs of Amer- 


ican radio sstations is devoted to phonograph recordings of bands of 
so-called canned music, light music, and also the special American 


ivpe of soap opera. 


“Soap opera is deeply moving drama with a touching heroine. 
effective sentimental contents, and a happy ending. Stations broad- 
cast endlessly day in and day out and continue this for months 
until their listeners remember every single thing. 

“These programs are called soap operas because they were per- 


formed for the first time on the 
continued for eight years. 
the end of the program listeners 


order of a soap factory and have 


At the beginning, in the middle, and at 


are incessantly reminded that this 


rhapsody has been played at the request of Smith & Co.. which 


offers goods of the best quality. 


Activities of American radio sta- 


tions depend on advertisements; 75°% of the income of broadcasting 


companies is derived from advertisements. 
States is cultivated for the lowest. 


Radio in the United 
This ideological cultivation is 


aimed at distracting the attention of the population from political 


and social struggles, to get them 


used to thinking about inevitable 


war, of preparing cannon fodder for war.” 














FCC Okays Pilerim Bid Questions 


Hub Need for Italian Programming 


Washington, July 4 

Foreign language broadcasting is 
important, but not enough to swing 
a decision if it only serves a mi- 
novity of people of foreign parent- 
ize who also speak English, FCC 
last week in authorizing the 
the old WORL 950 ke day- 

ie frequency in Boston to the 
Pilgrim Broadeasting Co. The fre- 
quency became available last yea 
following revocation of license for 
reasons of hidden ownership. 

Commission action finalized an 
initial decision of last November 
by Examiner Hugh Hutchison which 
provoked strong arguments from a 
competing applicant, from FCC's 
own general counsel, and from sta- 
tion WHOM, Jersey City, which 
appeared in the proceedings as a 
friend of the court. Hutchison, in 
favoring the Pilgrim application, 


ruled 


use of 


questioned the value of the foreign | 


language program plans of Joseph 
Solimene to serve the Italian seg- 
ment of Boston. 


ing foreign language broadcasting 
as an influence toward perpetuat- 
ing non-English cultures, 
In denying Solimene’s applica- 
(Continued on page 31) 


CBS Sees Best 
July-Aug. Biz 


Whatever effect TV makes on 
AM next season, CBS this summer 
js entering what it believes to be 
the biggest July - August period 
since the war. The network fig- 
ures is 25° ahead on business this 
summer compared with last vear. 

For the July-August stretch in 
1949, Columbia racked up total 
billings of $7,600,000. This July- 
August, the time sales will hit $9,- 
000.000. 

‘Factor is in the fewer number 
ot hiatuses this season. 


Sammy Kaye Accuses 
CBS of Appropriating 
His Disk Jockey Idea 


CBS gave him a fast shuffle, 
bandleader Sammy Kaye charged 
lust week in a $400,000 damage suit 








brought in N. Y. federal court 
against the network, Liggett & 
Myers (Chesterfield) and the to- 


bacco firm's agency, Cunningham 
& Walsh. Batoner claims he sub- 
mitted an original idea to CBS in 
November, 1949, which called for a 
(Continued on page 32) 


In doing so, he) 
made general observations regard- | 


a 





Those Nasty G-Men 


For its July 28 broadcast 
NBC's “‘Wanted” crime docu- 
mentary taped the case of 


Henry Harland Shelton, who 
was still at large in the mid- 
west last month. 

Now producers Walter and 
Peg McGraw have had to 
scrap the tape because FBI 
agents last week shot down 
Shelton in an Indianapolis bar. 


Cottone Still Tries 
To Get Richards 
At L. A. Hearing 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
After 10 days of trying to break 








down the reluctancy of Robert O.. 


Reynolds, KMPC manager, to make 
more direct answers and jog his 
memory of what happened during 
the 1944 presidential campaign, 
Benedict Cottone, FCC chief coun- 
sel. turned back to G. A. Richards 
last weekend before the govern- 
ment hearing on license renewals 
for his three stations recessed un- 
til tomorrow (Wed.). Still deter- 
mined and persistent in his 
‘tempts to get the multi-millionaire 
| broadcaster on the witness stand, 


GLOVE POLICY E 








BARS SEEN DOWN 


Top brass of the three webs in 
both AM and TV—ABC, NBC and 
CBS—and _ those local stations 
which straddle both media, are giv- 
ing increasing thought these days 
to the radio-vs.-video battle. And 
the possibility is emerging that the 
radio divisions may be freed to 
fight tele on an open competitive 
basis. 

Up to now AM time salesmen 
have been under strict orders not 
to snipe at TV. They've been told 
to get biz from clients who’ve never 
used radio or from sponsors on 
other chains, to prod bankrollers 
into increasing overall ad budgets 
to cover both media, but “never, 
never talk down tele.” j 

One reason for the rule at NBC 
is the net’s pushing of TV as an 
assist to the lucrative receiver busi- 
ness of RCA Victor. Columbia has 
a similar reason with the possibility 
of its entering the video manufac- 
turing field or at least the licens- | 
ing field, if its color TV system is 
approved. 

However, with video accounts to- | 
day practically coming in over the 
transom and TV salesmen blithely 
deriding AM’s power, the selling 
short of radio may have gone too 
far. It’s now a top-level policy 
issue at the webs whether to per- 
mit AM to fire back at exaggerated 
claims for the sight-and-sound me- 
dium. 

Cite the Facts 

The AM advocates want the right 
to cite facts and figures on relative 
costs, particularly since video bills ! 
are mounting. They stress the fact 
that lifting of the freeze, with in- 
creased competition among tele 
outlets, and extension of the cable, 
will inevitably skyrocket TV costs. 

One network, averaging its eve- 
ning cost-per-dollar figures for each 
of the two media, comes up with 
the fact that a half-hour AM show 
costs only $2.45 per thousand lis- 
teners against the $3.39 per thou- 
sand viewers that its half-hour 
video shows cost. Study is based 
on Nielsen data. | 


The average AM stanza reached 
8.667.879 people for $21,221 (of 
which $12,271 was for time and 
$8,950 for talent). Average TV 
stanza hit 3,968,922 persons for 
$13,453 (of which $5,008 was for 
time and $8,445 for talent). Rela- 
tively low cost of time for the TV 
shows is due to the limited number 
of outlets, and this is expected to 
grow as the number of stations in- 
creases. 

As the AM webs find competition 
against TV growing more intense 
(and particaliy more bitter than 
competition among the networks), 


it’s @xpected that the higher eche- 


at- | 


Cottone recalled his personal phy- | 


‘ sician, Dr. Roy E. Thomas, who has | 


been attending Richards since 1938. 
Refusing to be convinced that 
Richards would undergo greater 
strain on the witness stand than at 
a football game or other sporting 
(Continued on page 32) 


Gillette Picks Up Tab 
For Philly Charity Bouts 


Philadelphia, July 4. 

Gillette has signed to sponsor 
the All Star Boxing Show, pre- 
sented here July 10 by nitery op 
Frank Palumbo for benefit of the 
rolden Slipper Square Camp for 
Handicapped Children, on WPEN. 

Harry Sylk, president of the 
Golden Slipper Square Club, local 
Masonic group widely known for 
its philanthropies, is also one of 





the owners of WPEN, Bouts will , 


feature contests between Ike Wil- 
liams, lightweight champ, 
George “Sugar” Costner, 
, other local favorites, 


and | 
plus | 
‘ censored” title. 


lons will permit the radio sales or- 
ganizations freer rein to combat 
their video adjuncts. 


Atlass Eases Up on Stand; - 
Skeds New Documentary. 
On Race Relations in Chi 


Chicago, July 4. 

Chi CBS veepee Les Atlass has 
flashed the greenlight on a new 
documentary series dealing with 
Chi race relations which will bow 
on WBBM. CBS station here, next 
Monday (10). Series, tagged “The 
Quiet Answer” and an expansion 
of a one-shot aired on station in 
February, is set for at least a sev- 
en-week ride. 

Half-hour shows, written by 
Perry Wolfe, will make use of 
taped reports culled from about 
100 hours of wire-recorded inter-_ 
views conducted by Wolfe, Dave 
Moore and Fahey Flynn, narrator 
of the series. 

Station’s previous documentary, 
“Report Uncensored,” carried in 
1948, “copped top public servige 
honors including Vartety’s show- 
manship award. It also resulted in 
the resignation of Ben Park, pro- 
ducer of the series, when he and 
Atlass disagreed over the literal 
interpretation of the “Report Un- 





Ad Trend as 


This Won’t Wash 


Lowell Thomas, Procter & 
Gamble newseaster, has been 
plugging on CBS for a float- 
ing United National capital, on 
the theory that the world or- 
ganization’s headquarters 
shouldn’t be confined to any 
particular city or country. 

Thus the UN would adopt 
the Ivory slogan, “It floats.” 


Live Show Skid 
On Coast Cuts 
AFRA’s Rank 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Membership in the American 
Federation of Radio Artists locally, 
which rose from 1,200 to 3,000 in 
four years, has slipped back to 
2.600 during the past 12 months. 
Deciine in paid members is at- 
tributed to various factors, aside 
from the main cause which is the 
lack of live talent programs origi- 
nating here. Though this current 
summer season shows an increase 
of better than 50% in dramatic pro- 
grams, it’s expected that the tal- 
ent programs will slide back to 
below par in the fall. 

AFRA exees tossed in an odd 
angle when they stated that ‘the 
decline in motion picture work has 
effected the AFRA membership. 
During the high employment years 
at the studios, many actors took 
out Radio Guild cards simply be- 
cause they had the excess coin and 











| would have the card on hand if a 


radio bit happened along. This is 
becoming a rarity. 

Only 744 AFRAites made what 
can be considered a living wage 
during the year 1948, the last com- 
plete figures compiled by the union. 
Breakdown shows that 1,700 mem- 
bers earned less than $2,000; 389 
earned from $2,000 to $5,000; 233, 
from $5,000 to $10,000; 164, from 
$10,000 to $20,000; 76 from $20,000 


(Continued on page 28) 


Peter Donald to Spin 
"Em From Rose’s Nitery 


Billy Rose, whose 





‘Agencies Rap Growing Dealer Co-op 


FOR AM-TV FIGHT 


Inefficient, Bad Biz 


+ The growing volume of dealer 


eo-operative advertising (in which 
manufacturers match the coin put 
up by local retailers to plug their 
products) has a number of agen- 
cies and_ station representatives 
worried. The agencies and reps are 
concerned because all the co-op 
campaigns are handled by the re- 
tailers, whom they feel do an in- 
efficient ad job. 

To correct alleged flaws in the 
present system, which has the re- 
tailers bill the manufacturers for 
their radio and newspaper expendi- 
tures, a new setup is being pro- 
posed This would give the agency 
‘control over copy and selection of 
stations, programs, etc., with the 
retailer getting billed for his share. 
Agencies and reps, of course, stand 
'to benefit, inasmuch as they would 
get their commissions, and they 
feel the slightly higher cost would 
be offset by more productive use 
of the coin. 

Broadcast Advertising Bureau, 
on the other hand, has been heavi- 
ly promoting the dealer co-ops. 
While BAB recognizes some of the 
evils in the co-ops, it wants broad- 
casting to get its share of the biz, 


most of which has been going to 
newspapers. To this end, it has 
been sending NAB member sta- 


tions detailed info on all dealer 
co-op arrangements. Armed with 
these, the local broadcasters call on 
retailers und tell them to take ad- 
vantage of the co-op plan and use 
radio and TV. 
Poor Goodwill 

Méanwhile, the agencies and 
reps are -harpening their campaign 
against co-ops. Grey Advertising, 
for instance, has just launched a 
blast at the co-ops in its house or- 

(Comtinued on page 32) 


It’s Neat Trick, If 
CBS Can Turn It 


Now that CBS has signed Hal 
Peary (‘“Gildersleeve”’) to an ex- 
clusive contract, following the lat- 
ter’s walkout on the NBC show 
after a dispute with his sponsor, 
Kraft, which controls the package, 
| the network is maneuvering toward 
‘a reunion of Peary and his 10- 
| year character portrayal under the 
' same Kraft auspices. 
_ It wouid add up to the neatest 
| trick of the year, with CBS not 





“Pitching only inheriting one of the NBC vet 


Horseshoes” syndicated column is) programs but the Kraft billings as 


slated for a video dramatic series 
on ABC-TV, may also have a cross- | 
the-board AM stanza on WOR, | 
N. Y. Program would feature Peter | 
Donald spinning records and in- 
terviewing celebs from Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe nitery in Gotham 
and the composer-restaurateur-col- 
umnist may also do some stints on 
the show. 

Airer had been in the works at 
WOR for over a year, with Gypsy 
Rose Lee and Binnie Barnes among , 
those mulled for the emcee chores. | 
Starting later this month, it may | 
be beamed Monday through 
Friday from 10:15-11 p.m., to get 
on the air ahead of the other post- 
midnight nitery-originating pro- 
grams. It’s also considered that 
there are hotter commercial pros- | 
pects for a series which airs at the 
earlier hour. 

Nat Abramson is handling WOR’s 
end for the show, which will have 
participating sponsorship. 





PM Skeds D.C. Newscaster 
Rash as Kiernan Sub 


Because of the Korean situation 
reviving public interest in news 
programs, Philip Morris is sked- 
ding Washington newscaster 
Bryson Rash during Walter Kier- 
nan’s vaeation, which starts July 
17. Previously Kiernan was to 
tape his informal commentary dur- 
ing his layoff from the cross-the- 
board 3:25 p.m. slot on ABC. 

Length of Rash’s stint may de- 
pend on the interest in spot news. 


well. 

It Kraft and Peary can’t get to- 
gether, CBS will build a new half- 
hour situation comedy around iis 
new acquisition. As of last week, 
Needham, Louis & Brorby, agency 
on the account, said “Gildersleeve” 
would return to NBC in the fall 
with a substitute for Peary. 





N.Y. Times Inaugurates 
Daily Radio-TV Reviews, 
Reflects General Upbeat 


Underscoring the steadily-mount- 
ing public interest in both radio 
and television, the N. Y. Times 
teed off a new daily reviewing col- 
umn Monday (3), covering shows 
which preemed the preceding day. 
Jack Gould, radio editor, who 
plans to continue that system 
henceforth, until now had confined 
-his program reviewing to the Sun- 
day edition only. He’ll be assisted 
by his radio dept. associates. 

N. Y. Daily News’ radio editor 
Ben Gross, meanwhile, has sepa- 
rated his radio and TV coverage 
into two separate columns and also 
writes critiques. In addition to the 
Times and News, John Crosby's 
column runs daily in the N. Y, 
Herald T~ibune and is syndicated, 
while Harriet Van Horne reviews 
programs for the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram-Sun (now on strike). Other 
N. Y. dailies, while not carrying 
reviews, have daily program list- 
ings or columns. 
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Variety has 100% Reader- 
ship (Via PAID Subscription) 
amongst the TOP ad agen- 
cies controlling 95% of ALL 
the Radio and Television 
billing! (Time, Talent, Spot, 
Transcriptions, Etc.). 


That’s why VARIETY’S 
forthcoming 5th ANNUAL 
RADIO-TELEVISION REVIEW 
and PREVIEW is the medium 
to tell these buyers just 
what you as a station, tran- 
scription company, TV film 
producer, actor, director, 








producer or writer in- Radio 
and Television have to offer. 
And at the same time show 
them the record you have 
built for yourself. 


Make your space reserva- 


tion NOW at any VARIETY 
office. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 19, HOLLYWOOD 238, 
154 West 46th Sr. 6311 Yucca Street 


LONDON W.C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Square 


CHICAGO 11, 
612 N. Michigan Avenue 
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Lo, the Poor Scripter 


NBC’s video program braintrusters are beset with a problem 
that till now hadn’t cropped up in TV, the resolving of which may 
help set a pattern for similar contra¢ts. 

It has to do with the pacting of writers for the Colgate-sponsored 
full-hour comedy show which NBC is packaging for the Sunday 8 
io 9 period which will rotate Fred Allen, Eddie Cantor and two 
additional stars still to be designated. 


It’s obvious that each comic w 


ill want his own scripters. But in 


view of the fact that, under the rotating system, each of the come- 
dians will only go before the cameras on a once-monthly basis, the 
problem still to be resolved is whether the scripters go on the web’s 


weekly payroll or get paid per script. 
will want something to say about it. 
package, it’s NBC’s problem, rather than the comics’, 


pated, 


Each of the four name emcees 
will have his own producer and 
only once every four weeks. 

Allen huddled in N. Y. 
sibility 


show. Mills now works out of N 


produces the “‘Garroway at Large” program. 


The writers, too, it’s antici- 
Since it’s a network 
to thrash out. 
who will work on a rotating basis 
crew, who will be on the program 


last week with Ted Mills, with the pos- 
that Mills might take over production of his part of the 


BC’s WNBQ in Chicago, where he 
Since “Garroway” is 


also aired Sunday nights, that would mean Mills would have to 


abandon it if he decides to come 


in with Allen. 


Web is still seeking the two personalities to emcee the program 


on the remaining two weeks eacl 
the heaviest budgets on video. 


1 month. 
At least 


Show will carry one of 
$50,000 has been ear- 


mi arke d for talent and production costs each week. 











Ohio Solons Adj journ Allowing 
TV Film Censorship Bill to Die 


Cleveland, July 4. 

State censorship of _ television 
films has gone out the legislative 
window in Ohio, but the Ohio De- 
partment of Liquor Control has 
placed a series of regulations on 
TV liquor advertising. 

Overall censorship of films had 
been sought in a bill introduced by 
Senator Ed F. Sawicki, but with 
ihe legislature having adjourned 
and with Gov. Frank Lausche say- 
ing he will not call a special ses- 
sion, Sawicki declared the censor- 
ship bill died in committee. At the 
same time, Director of Education 
Clyde Hissong, who is also the 
siate’s chief censor, admitted that 
his department has ignored the ex- | 
istence of television as far as cen- 
sorship is concerned. 

Hissong maintained that censor- | 
ship of films on television would 
vequire 
the existing system” 


idea how we could go about it, and 


1 don't know if it would be legal.” | 


Both Hissong and Sawicki said 
Ohio was 


has appealed to the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals to reverse a low- 
er court 
state from censorship TV films. 
Hissong declared “there might 
be a question raised whether the 
state could censor something that 
is viewed in the privacy of the 
home.” and he indicated that other 
(Continued on page 31) 


CBS Shelves Sat. 
Sports at Garden 


CBS television has dropped its 





deal for exclusive rights to the 
Saturday night sports events at 
Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y. Web 


instead will air its musical jackpot 
show, “Sing It Again,” on a simul- 
Cast basis from 10 to 11 Saturday 
nights, immediately following the 
new Frank Sinatra show, which 
g0es from 9 to 10. 

Decision to drop the Garden 
package will reportedly cost CBS 
at least part of the cash it paid the 
Garden Corp. to sew up the rights. 
Neither CBS nor Garden execs 
would say how much this might 

‘Continued on page 33) 


Chi’s Set Sale Dip 


Chicago, July 4 





Tele sets sales in the Chi area, | 


reflecting 
fell 
last 


the summer downbeat, 
of to the lowest level since 
August, according to Electric | 
Assn. survey. 


Sales for May dipped to 25,148, ' 
only slightly more than half the | 


peak December figure. Survey re- 
ports total set circulation 
919,086. 


“a complete revamping of | 
of censorship, | 
and he added “I do not have any | 


watching the pending | 
Pennsylvania case, where the state | 


dicision prohibiting the | 


+ 





FAYE EMERSON PICKED 
BY PEPSI FOR TV BOW 


Pepsi-Cola, after mulling a num- | 
ber of programs, has decided on 
its TV entry for the fall. 
be Faye Emerson. 

Plan is to sponsor Miss Emerson 


three times a week (Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday) in the 7:30 to 
7:45 p.m. slot on CBS. 


Milton Biow 


Eight Shows On 
CBS Tele Sked 


is the agency. 





Hollywood, July 4. 

Harry Ackerman has eight pro- 
'grams coming up for filming or 
| kinescoping within the next three. 
months. CBS. production chief 
laid out the schedule on his recent 
meetings with Hubbell Robinson 
in New York. 

First to be kinnied was ‘“‘State’s 
Attorney,” starring John Litel and 
directed by Ralph Norman, fol- 
| lowed by the filming of Lum an 

Abner at the Nassour studio. Later 
in the month auditions are set up 
for Burns and Allen and “Let's 
Talk Hollywood.” with panelists 
including Walter Wanger, Lee 
| Bowman, Eddie’ Bracken 
Celeste Holm. Show was a sum- 
mer replacement for Jack Benny 
a few vears ago. 

Amos ’n’ Andy will be ready for 
the cameras by early autumn pro- 
viding the most troublesome char- 
acter of the entire casting, The 
Kingfish, is found. Freeman Gos- 


| 


den and Jimmy Fonda of CBS are, 


now combing the east and south | 
for a Negro actor to play the part. | 
All other parts have already been 
‘cast with Negro actors. Joan 
‘Davis will take her tele baptismal 
in late summer and, also docketed 
for video duty are either “Philip 
Marlowe” or “Johnny Dollar.” 
CBS is moving “Pantomime Quiz” 
into the Alan Young spot for the 


eight weeks of his summer sabbati- 


eal. 





 Stern’s TV Debut 


Bill Stern. NBC’s sports chief, 
will make his television debut on 
a regularly-scheduled basis in a 
new half-hour show starting Satur- 
day (8). Program, which tees off, 
‘as a sustainer, will be aired week- | 
ly at 7:30 p.m. 


Format will have Stern inter-| weekly stanza. Mike Oppenheimer, | its American tele 
who writes the Joe DiMaggio show, | completion. 


' viewing guest sports personalities | 


at and telling some of his favorite aired on NBC radio, 


. Sports yarns. 


. 


It will | 


Thru Summer 


and | 


DECIDES oat 


By BOB STAHL 


| Any fight still existing between | 
| the 
|agencies over program control is} 
| expected to be completely dissipat- | 
|ed by the fall. with the networks 
|emerging as the undisputed win- | 
i ners. What gives them their knock- 
| out punch is their anticipated sold- | 
out status for Class A evening time, 
which will put them for the first 
| time in a position to dictate terms. 
Cream time on both NBC and CBS} 
lis now at a premium. Position of 
| ABC and DuMont, while not as 
good, is still favorable, and they 
are both sighting the time when 
they can duplicate the stance of | 
| the first two webs. 
NBC, which has only two half- | 
hours still open for next fall from 
7 p. m. to midnight, has actually | 
been forced to turn down bids for | 
time buys from some of the top- 
spending advertisers. Web, as a 
result, can push its house packages 
| and affiliates’ time to the hilt, re- 
fusing to take a sponsor’s money 
unless that sponsor agrees to take | 
| the maximum number of affiliate 
outlets available and a show built 
by the web’s creative programming 
department. Typical 
| potential clients now, 
work exec put it, is: 
| come in for next fall? 
| what you have to de.” 

Both NBC and CBS also are in a 
| position now to maneuver the pro- 
gram slottings of shows already on | 
| the air when necessary, something | 

which they could not do when their | 

‘schedules were loaded with sus- | 
taining shows. Thus, Nash-Kelvi- 
| nator has optioned an hour on CBS 
for the fall, and wants to take 
over the Wednesday night 9 to 10 
| period. That time is now filled by 
|Embassy Cigaret’s “Web” and | 
“Toni Twin Time.” So _ CBS, 
|setting up a checkerboard rou- | 
itine, is trying to move _ those 
two shows over to the Friday at 
10 period, which is still open, and | 
| thus have the Wednesday night 
slot available for Nash. 

NBC, it’s noted, has been mov- 
ing into its driver’s seat for some | 
| time. Every new program teeing | 
off on the web during the last sev- | 
_eral months has been a house pack- 

age, including such shows as Rob- 

/ert Montgomery’s “Lucky Strike | 
Thetare,” and Armstrong Cork’s | t 
“Circle Theatre.” In addition, each | 
of the top new shows scheduled to 
preem on NBC in the fall will be} 


| 


| (Continued on page 33) | 
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NORGE BUYS SUN. NBC E 
| TIME; SEEKS SHO 


Chicago, Jul 

NBC moved a step ena to a 
complete television sellout when | 
the Norge Division of Borg- Warner | 
Corp. grabbed up the 10:30-11 Sun- | 
day night spot for a Sept. 10 tee-! 
off. Deal was set Friday (30) 
‘through J Walter Thompson agen- | 
ey, which is handling the home 
appliances firm’s tele biz and will, 
take over the entire account from 
Duane Jones agency at the end of | 
the year. 

JWT is casting about for a suit- 
able show for the Sunday night | 
‘spot but no decision is expected 
for a week or two. It’s understood 
agency auditioned CBS Bert Lahr 
kine before deciding on the NBC 
time buy. 








comment to! 
as one net-| 
“You want to | 

Well, here’s 








Tommy Henrich Signs 


For NBC-TV Sports Show 


Tommy Henrich, N. Y. Yankees’ 


| part-time first baseman, has joined | 


| Joe DiMaggio as a radio-TV per- 
‘former. Henrich signed an exclu- 
sive radio-TV pact with Gene, 
Schoor productions, and is sched- | 


| uled to preem in a sports variety | land. 
, oy | 35m. and reduced to 16m for TV. 


show via NBC-TV Aug. 3. 

Ed Kenner, formerly with World | 
Video and Hank McCune Produc- | 
| tions, will produce and direct the 


| 


will handle | 
‘the scripting. 


WEBS CALLING THE TV TURNS — 





television networks and ad} 


crH IIT ST CT ATS NBC to Trim Prod. Costs, Opens 


Studios for Dry-Run Rehearsals 





TV Premieres 


Following is a list of the 
new television shows sched 
uled for launching on the four 


major networks during the 
next 10 days: 
JULY 6 
“Jack Haley Show.” Varie- 
ty. NBC-TV, at 9 p.m. Ford 
dealers, through J. Walter 
Thompson. 
JULY 7 
“Stork Club.” Peter Lind 
Hayes and Mary Healy in in- 
terviews. CBS-TV, at 17:45 
p.m. Sustaining. 
“Detective’s Wife.” Who- 
dunit. CBS-TV, at 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining. 
JULY 10 


“Lucky Strike Hit Parade.” 


Musical. NBC-TV, at 9 p.m. 
American Tobacco, through 
BBD&O. 








| the inside track. 


| Holmes” 


| Weenolsen Productions. 


, Will be lensed on film. 


, Although 


Schlitz to Back 


Pulitzer’ Series 


+ In another move to reduce tele- 
| vision production costs, 


NBC this 
week opened up new studio re- 
hearsal facilities in its scenery and 
prop plan on Manhattan’s west 
side. Clients, instead of being 
forced to conduct their dry-run (ne 
camera) reheasals in outside 
studios without benefit of sets, can 
now rent the NBC rehearsal halls 


|for use with the. same seis they 


| familiarize 


will use on the air. System, since 
it will give both the actors and 
production crew a chance to 
themselves with the 


| sets and props before the camera 
| rehearsal starts, is expected to trim 
| considerably the number of camera 
| rehearsal hours required. 


‘with the daily 


Of Hour Shows: 


In one of the major TV program 
buys of the season, Schlitz Brewery 


has negotiated a deal via Young & | 


Rubicam agency for acquisition of 
the “Pulitzer Theatre” series of 
one-hour dramatic presentations, 
scheduled for a fall teeoff. 

No network has been set as yet, 


but it’s understood that ABC has | 


However, Schlitz 


| has served notice that it will only 
|; accept a network deal that pro- 
| vides for 


maximum station clear- 
ances. 

“Pulitzer Theatre” is reportedly 
packaged at $27,000 weekly. 
a direct tie-in with Columbia U. 
and its Pulitizer Awards commmit- 
tee, Hour showcase will be adap- | 
tations of the prize-winning plays 
in past years on which TV rights 
have been cleared. Blueprint also 
provides for adaptation of plays 
other than Pulitzer winners. 

Schlitz during the past season 
has sponsored the Ronald Colman 
aa of Ivy” 


It will continue with the 


atte: in the fall. 


‘SHERLOCK’ TV SERIES 
TO BE FILMED ABROAD 


Television rights to “Sherlock 
have been acquired by 
(Sherman H.) Drver & (Robert) 
Rights in- 





| clude live, kinescope and film, both 


color and monochrome, First series 
with shoot- 
ing to begin in England in middle 
of July. 

Pacts were inked in N. Y. last 
week, after months of negotiations 
with Denis P. S. Conan Doyle, lit- 
erary executor of his father’s es- 
tate. General ierms were agreed 
on in May during a London trip by 
Dryer, who launched pre-produc- 
tion activities at that time. 

Screen tests are now under way 
in London to pick the principals. 
filming will be done 
abroad, with much of it on loca- 
tion, scripts will 


tastes. Like another 
nolsen TV series, “Shadows of the 
| Mind,” now in production in Eng- 
“Sherlock” will be shot on 


“Shadows” has: already been sold. 
‘for general theatre exhibition in 
‘the United Kingdom with plans for 
debut nearing | 
AM version of “Sher- | 


'lock” was on 


jlast month. 


NBC is offering rehearsal studios 
of two sizes for dry runs, 48x73 feet 
and 25x54 feet. For the larger 
areas, the rental is from $50 from 
9 a.m. to 6p.m.; $25 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.; $35 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m, 
and $10 per hour overtime. For 
the smaller space, the rental is $25 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; $10 from 9 
a.m, to I p.m.; $15 from 2 p.m. te 
6 p.m., and $5 per hour overtime. 
For clients using the rehearsal 
studios with sets, the charge will 
be the rehearsal rental rate plus 
labor costs required for setting, 
striking and handling. Sets will be 
erected and painted in the rehear- 
sal area from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. only, 
usage rate to be 
charged for this time also. 

To further trim rehearsal costs, 
no stage crew will be required for 
rehearsal with sets providéd no 


| scenery, furniture or properties are 


handled or moved. If the réhearsal 
requires such handling, however, 
necessary personne! will be assign- 
ed at the standard rates. Rehearsal 
with sets is to be wound up at 2 
p.m. the day prior to the scheduled 
studio rehearsal to permit adequate 
hauling time from the plant to the 


(Continued on page 33) 





CBS Eyeing TV 


It has | 


radio stanza on 


be written in! 
|'Gotham to gear them to American | 
Drvyer-Wee- | 


ABC, but exited) 


Daytime Pattern 


With its Class A evening time 
virtually sold out for next fall. CBS 
television is setting plans to enter 
the daytime sweepstakes on a net- 
work basis, possibly starting in Oc- 
tober. While program specifications 
are still in the earliest planning 
stage, the web is considering teeing 
off the early afternoon setup with 
the new Garry Moore program. 

Latter show preemed last week 
as a cross-the-board entry in the 
7 to 7:30 slot. According to net- 
work program execs, the show as 


| presently constituted could go as a 


daytime venture as well as in early 
evening. If a sponsor is found whe 
wants to buy in now on the evening 
basis, the show will stay where 
it is. Otherwise, it will probably 
wind up in the early afternoon 
starting in the fall. 

Web, which now signs on during 
the week at 4:30 p. m., is planning 
to launch its daytime program- 
ming at 1, with WCBS-TV. its N. Y. 
flagship, taking the air daily at 
10:30 a.m. Schedule will put CBS 
is direct competition with the other 
three webs, all of which either are 
now operating daytime or plan to 
do so in the fall. Thus, while 
WNBT, NBC's N. Y. outlet, signs off 
daily at 1 p. m., the network plans 
to begin operating in the fall from 
3 to 5 cross-the-board. with a new 
Kate Smith show already set for 
the 3 to 4 slot. 


Camel Holds CBS Time 


Camel cigarets, while deciding 
to drop the Ed Wynn stanza, on 
CBS-TV, is retaining its hold on 
the web’s Tuesday night 9 to 9:30 
slot. Esty agency, which handles 
the account, is consequently now 
seeking a suitable replacement. 

CBS, meanwhile, is pitching the 
Wynn show to other prospective 
clients for the fall season, but se 
jfar has found no takers. 
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MENASHA THE MAGNIFICENT 
With Menasha Skulnik, Jean Cleve- 
land, Vinten Hayworth, Danny 


Leone 
Producer: Martin Goodman 
Director: Alan Neuman 
Writers: Matty Brooks, Louis Quinn 
30 Mins., Sat., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 


Menasha Skulnik obviously has 
talent. He’s been fave comic 0 
New York’s Second avenue Yid- 
dish theatre belt for too long to 
think otherwise. He’s also been in 
niteries, radio (“The Goldbergs” 
and “Abie’s Irish Rose”) and vaude. 
That’s what makes so doubly de- 
pressing the preem of his new TV 
airer Monday (3). It’s an eight- 


f| Broadway shows, has taken over 


LITTLE SHOW 

With John Conte, Tony Mottola 
Trio, guests 

Director: Gary Simpson 

15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

VAN CAMP 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 


(Calkins & Holden) 
John Conte, a solid legit singer | 
who has appeared in a number of 


the NBC Tuesday and Thursday 
7:30 p.m. spot which has the 
Roberta Quinlan Mohawk Carpet 
show the rest of the week. It seems 





to be a good idea at the moment 
inasmuch as Conte’s show is de- 
signed along the lines of the Mo- 





week filler for Chevrolet 
Theatre time. 


At first glance it appears that, ; 
. 4 lat midpoint would have mistaken 
| “Little Show” for the Mohawk ses- 
| sion. 


writers Matty Brooks and Louis 
Quinn have let Menasha down with 
a dull thud. Question arises, how- 
ever, as to whether the Second 
avenue Pagliacci has not been 
lifted out of his metier with any | 
results other than a pedestrian and 
unfunny show impossible under | 
the circumstances. Minus _ the) 
genius of a Gertrude Berg, Yid- 
dish comedy is a narrow and elu- 
sive medium. And with the scrip- 
ters obviously aiming to avoid a 
racial caricature in favor of the 
creation in Skulnik of a tragicomic 
character, they’ve missed both the 
tragedy and the comedy. — 


The result is a tedious and trite 
half-hour in which both Skulnik 
and his suporting cast are made to 
give performances that are as wan 
and cliched as the script. It is| 
situation comedy in which Skulnik | 
is cast as the meek manager of a 
decrepit restaurant owned by a big 
and domineering dame. It just 
won’t do for bigtime tele. Herb. 


— { 

IN THE DOGHOUSE 

With George O’Hanlon, George 
Clark, Joan Dolan, Daniel Ocko, 
Rosetta LeNoir, Robert Noe | 

Producer: Bernard L. Schubert | 

Director: Fred Carr 

Writer: James O’Hanlon 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from New York 


Another of the stanzas being 
given one-shot trials on ABC-TV’s 
“Showcase,” Bernard L. Schubert’s 
“In the Doghouse” is a domestic 
Situation comedy. It’s in the well- 
grooved format of spatting spouses | 
airers and staged in a slapstick 
vein with exaggerated caricaturing. 
Initialer had some good moments, | 
but for the most part was on a su- | 
perficial level. | 

Script revolved around George 
O’Hanlon’s dilemma when his wife | 
wanted to celebrate their fifth an- | 
niversary by doing the town but | 


hubby’s bachelor friend insisted on | ness.” 
borrowing Mrs. O’Hanlon and the | 


home to impress a prospective cus- 
tomer. Vehicle tried to make much | 


of the situation of O’Hanlon doing | 


a burn in the kitchen while his 
best friend played the doting hus- 
band with wolfish relish. It ended 
with O’Hanlon chasing the cus- 
tomer, bouncing his buddy, belting 
the boss and winding up in the 
doghouse with Rover. The puppy 
domicile gives theeseries its title, 
while O’Hanlon’s conversation with 
the canine serves to introduce and 
conclude the action. 


O'Hanlon did a neat job as the 
harried male and Joan Dolan made 
a fair missus. George Clark put 
a lot of energy into the buddy part. 
However, most of the characteriza- 
tions were scripted from a familiar 
pattern. Music by Glenn Osser 
was topflight. Bril, 





U. S. SAVINGS BOND SHOW 

With Eddie Rodgers, emcee; Paul 
Meeker orch; Ronnie Graham, 
Jeannine Sherwood, guests 

Director: Jim Harelson 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WBKB, Chicago 


Set for another summer run, 
this weekly public service show 
beamed by WBKB got off to a good 
start on its preem (29). Thanks to 
a strong lineup of talent working 
the stanza for free and framed 
nicely by good production, initial 
segment came off as good enter- 
tainment. 


Highspot of the session was 
Zuest Ronnie Graham, who dis- 

layed some sock video wares with 

lis clever piano and patter rou- 

tines. His takeoff on an oater pic 
scored especially well. Also nice 
was Jeannine Sherwood’s chirping 
of “My Story Book Romance” and 
Elaine Carvell’s “Bewitched.” Sup- 
porting by Paul Meeker’s band was 
okay. Eddie Rodger’s emceeing 
Was easy and pleasantly unobtru- 
sive. 

Show was. weakest, however, 
where it should have been the 
strongest. The pitches for the sav- 
ings bond campaign. delivered by 
officials of the Illinois drive, lacked 
punch, Lensing and lighting were 
good, Dave. 


Tele- | _an¢ 
| daily continuity in the segment. 


hawk display and seems to give a 


As a matter of fact, one tuning 


Miss Quinlan was making a 
guest appearance. It was an ex- 


'change date, with Conte going on | 


Miss Quinlan’s program the follow- | 
ing night. 

“Little Show” seems capable of | 
dispensing good entertainment. | 
Conte has good stage presence, an | 
excellent singing voice and nice | 
personality. Layout is designed | 


| along lines standard for this type | 
|of presentation and should hold on | 
| to 


the 
Jose, | 


the regular listeners for 
time spot. 


TINY FAIRBANKS SHOW 
Director: Roger Bower 
15 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

The “Tiny Fairbanks Show” is 


| woefully lacking as_an entertain- | 


ment vehicle. Program is essen- 
tially a 15-minute commercial de- 
voted to pushing three different 
products. Fairbanks, a 350-pound | 
food salesman, handles all the 
pitches in addition to piping a few 
songs. As a salesman he may be 
tops. but the fact that he knows a 
few songs doesn’t qualify him as 
a performer. 


TV Headline Tie-In 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX 
demonstrated the advantages 
of a TV station owned by a 
large newspaper last Thurs- 
day night (29) in a_half-hour 
show titled “Air Punch for 
Peace.” Couple of the News 
ace reporters, Joseph P. Martin 
and Ed O'Neill, aceompanied 
by photog Ed Clarity, had only 
recently returned from a trip 
to the Far East to survey the 
situation for a series of stories 
in the newspaper. In view of 
the Korean situation, WPIX 
put them on the air to give 
out with their views for the 
TV public. 

Martin and O'Neill, under 
questioning by WPIX_ news- 
caster Joe Bolton, divulged 
their belief that the fighting 
in Korea would not lead to 
a third World War. They 
also related a meeting they 
had had with Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur. On_ the latter 
story, however, their emotions 
overcame their newspaper 
sense, since they talked 
mainly about how MacArthur 
still remembers Bataan with 
tears in his eyes. It was a good 
human interest yarn but it 
didn’t add much to the view- 
ers’ knowledge of what MacAr- 
thur might do in Korea. Con- 
siderable film footage lensed 
by Clarity in Tokyo of the 
U. S. occupation forces was 
also run in to help punch up 
the story. Bolton also ques- 
tioned Capt. Joe Lynch, Army 
fller who had chauffeured the 
reporters on their trip, but 
Lynch couldn’t answer much 
because of military security. | 











| COMEDY THEATRE 
| With Lee Grant, Elliott Sullivan, 


Sally Green, others 


| Producer: Donald Davis 
| Director: David Pressman 
| Writer: Alvin Sapinsley 

| 30 Mins.; Sun., 9:15 p.m, 
| Sustaining 

It’s okay to have a|CBS-TV from N. Y. 


guy who actually makes his living CBS’ “Comedy Theatre” is 
from selling foodstuffs to grocers} peasant summery fare based on 
plug certain products over the air, | ae ; ss 

but it isn’t smart programming to | dramatizations of short. stories 


build a whole show around him. | with a droll twist . Juding from 


imaginative approach to the com-| able to hold its own despite the | 


cercials. Products plugged on the), «4, “nn: ” ? 
initial show last Wednesday (28) | formidable Fniee Playhouse ned 
were Strongheart Dog Food, Island | Position on NBC. The CBS display 
Tapioca and Boy-O-Boy Chocolate |is the summer replacement for 
Syrup. In between pushing these| Fred Waring. 

various products, Fairbanks gave | Initial session 


i i 66 ” ’ “nr s , 
mediocre tenoring to “Because,” |~ardner’s “Zone of Quiet,” a 


BY POPULAR DEMAND 
With Robert Alda, emcee; guests; 

Harry Sosnik erch 
Producer: Frank Satenstein 
Director: Herbert Sussan 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

In for an. eight-week summer 
replacement for Lucky Strike’s 
“This Is Show Business” on CBS- 
TV, “By Pepular Demand” im- 
presses as no more than another 
talent search show, similar’ to 
“Talent Scouts,’ “Original Ama- 
teur Hour” and others of that ilk. 
As such, it should hold its own 
with any viewers tuning in during 
the summer months but it isn’t 
strong enough to keep viewers 
away from warm-weather amuse- 
ments. A Mark Goodson-Bill Tod- 
man package, 
lies in its showcasing of new young 
talent. 

As illustrated on the preem Suntt- 
day night (2), the show’s twist lies 
in its “winner stays in” routine. 
Two acts start the program by 


competing against each other, with | 
studio audience applause determin- | 
Then a third act) 


ing the winner. 
does its stuff, competing against 
the same winner and, if the latter 
act maintains its No. 1 position, 
it competes against a fourth. This 
brings the winner on two or three 
times during the show, which might 
not be a good idea. Audience will 
naturally tire of seeing the same 
act two or three times during a 
half-hour and might vote for a 
lesser talent out of a feeling of 
satiety for the better one. 

Robert Alda, as emcee, did an 
okay job on the initialer. 


human-interest notes into the 
show, and then announced each 
winner. Talent on the preem was 


spotty, with vocalist-guitarist Mary 
Osborn and the dance team of 
Mara and Quentin showing best. 
Yet, as the show was set up, the 
team lost to Miss Osborn in the 
first round, who then lost to tenor 
Carmine Galyari. Latter, out for 


| his second number. lost to hillbilly | 
| songstress Frieda Wing. Miss Wing 


thus became the winner for the| 


|evening but she. might not have| 
| gained the nod if she’d competed | 


| 


| their chores competently. 
dramatized Ring | crane maaan ai 4 


“The Whiffenpoof Song” 
“Trees.” 


ality that could be tied in with his | 
trademark “350 pounds of h 


Spotlighted with Fairbanks on, weren't any gag lines as such, the 
the show were his Crosley car and /humor deriving from the situation, 
The car is ap-/| and, 

parently used to put emphasis on reached broad proportions. Spark- 
Fairbanks’ bulk, while the canine | plug of the Lardner piece was Lee 


his dog “Duke.” 


comes in handy as a stepping stone 
to the Strongheart Dog Food plug. 


Roger Bower should have ironed | to bother the ailing patient without 
out certain spots by exercising a| driving the viewer to distraction. 


| Stronger directorial hand. Gros. 


PRIZE PERFORMANCE 

With Cedric Adams, Arlene Fran- 
cis, Peter Donald, Melvyn Row- 
ey; Howard Smith orch; Bern 
Bennett, announcer 

Director: Byron Paul 

Writer: Larry Markes 

30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from New York 


Summer replacement for Arthur 





other talent airer, this one dealing 
with juve performers. Initialer 
Monday (3) was low on entertain- 
ment values, chiefly because of the 


the Stars” on Broadway. 





| ies’ column” award and a crack at 
| a $500 scholarship in competition 
with winners of the next three 
broadcasts. 

; Other bits were less entertain- 
ing. 
88-er, offered a so-so. classical 
number and Pat and Stan Parks, 


“Dearie.” Laura Weber, child ac- 
tress who has done both legit and 
teevee work, played opposite adult 


were handicapped by a weak five- 
minute sketch. 


Adams, the Minneapolis columnist- 


| disappointing, reading almost all 


served as critics, selecting the best 
contestant at the program’s close, 
and tossing off a humorous line or 
two during the intros. It wasn't 
using their presence to full advan- 
| tage. Bril. 











a brother-sister team, hoofed and | 


Sang an unpolished’ version of , moving along at a fast pace. 


gabber, introduce the acts. He was | 


and | laugh-laden satire based on a news- 


Throughout show Fair-| paperman who goes to the hospital 
banks failed to project a person- | oP rest port i 


' 
| 


apPl-| clined interne make anything re- 


| 


| 


| With Frank Bennack, Jr., 


Unfortunately a 
gabby nurse and a romantically in- 


sembling a rest impossible. There 


in this case, the comedy 


Grant, playing the nurse. Her 


flow of gab seemed natural enough 





Elliott Sullivan, seeking the rest 
cure, also did well. 

Donald Davis provided ‘‘Zone” 
with good production values and, 
sets, and direction by David Press- | 
man was Okay. Jose. 





| Copacabana, 


TEEN CANTEEN 


Paul 
Flowers, guests 
Producer: Mort Dank 


: Director: Bill Robb 


| KEYL, San Antonio 


acts selected. First turn was good, | 
eee Herbert Coleman, the kid | 
who sang “Big Mole” in — ft all, is a youth opportunity show in | 
prised that tune to cop the “crit- | 


Samuel Sanders, a youthful | 


thesper Melvyn Rowey, but they | 


| two. 
Format of the show has Cedric | 


Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts” is an- | oo es Sun. © am. COT 


Sustaining | 


The proverbial corner drugstore | 
moves into the studios of KEYL} 


each Sunday. This teenage frolic, | 
with soda fountain, soda jerk and! 


which the talented people of the | 
“awkward age” exhibit their ca-| 
pabilities as entertainers on a com- | 
petitive basis. The winner each | 


| pearance. 


directly against one of the earlier | 


| acts. 
Telecast was also weak in its un- | initial stanza, the show should be} 


As a sustainer, the show worked | 
against a minimum of sets, which} 
were acceptable. Harry Sosnik’s | 
orch backed the acts capably, with | 
producer Frank Satenstein and} 
director Herbert Sussan | 
Stal. 


JOAN EDWARDS 
Producer: Martin Goodman 
Director: Dick Sandwick 
15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 7:45 p.m, 
Sustaining 
DUMONT, from N. Y. 

Joan Edwards has started what 
promises to be~-a pleasant twice 


weekly series on the DuMont net. | 


Miss Edwards, longtime “Hit 
Parade” singer and an established 
name in cafes and theatres, has 
the ability to carry this 15-minute 
spot and make a good impression 
on viewers. 

She’s a capable singer and her 
piano accomps are sufficient for 
her needs. She has a well-tailored 
presentation. backed -. by’ good 
camera work. 

Show utilizes a brief guest ap- 


Romo Vincent, doubling out of the 
N. Y., and together 
they duetted excellently. Jose. 


its greatest value 


He in-| 
| terviewed the acts before they did 
| their stuff to get a few intimate, 


Initial spot called for 


_| maximum 











AFRA 


Continued from page 25 














| to $50,000, and another 76, _$50,- 


000 and over. 

There are better than 50 dra- 
matic commercial programs on the 
air this summer; all network shows. 
However, the budgets on all these 
layouts are tight and have brought 
about the doubling up of voices by 
AFRA performers. This situation 
has been very rare in the past. 
According to union regulations, one 





Tele Followup 











NBC-TV’s “Cameo theatre” of- 
fered William Saroyan’s first origi- 
nal teleplay, “A Daughter to Think 
About,” last Wednesday (28). By 
and large it was a commendable 
job. Saroyan’s work was a one- 
scene drama involving a husband 
and wife about to split up and 
consisted of a solid 20 minutes of 
their argument, which also brought 
in the girl’s parents. This sus- 
tained scene made for a certain 
amount of emotional intensity and 
interest in the characters, although 
occasionally there was a repetitious 
| effect. 


At the same time there was the 
‘element of suspense, in whether 
the husband would convince his 
wife not to leave him for a 
wealthier man, and a theme in 
ithe husband’s (‘and  Saroyan’s) 
conviction that the inner life is 
more important than the material- 
istic things money can buy. 


Tod Andrews did a good job as 
the husband, although the other 
characters were not fully realized. 
Ruth Ford did well as the wife who 
| wanted a life of fun. Johanna 
| Douglas played the mother and 
Douglas Rutherford the father. The 
| “arena theatre” production which 
| Albert McCleery is using for 
| “Cameo,” was fairly well suited to 

the Saroyan vehicle with its con- 
centration on an emotional prob- 
lem. Nevertheless, the continuous 
use of closeups tends to reach a 
point of diminishing returns and 
the absence of sets and props can 
be a restricting influence. Tangible 
things, when used symbolically and 
creatively can be expressive visu- 
ally. 

Because of the script’s shortness, 
McCleery filled with an_ eight- 
minute introduction by _ actor- 
| writer Nelson Olmstead, speaking 
from the control room, showing the 
viewers the audio and video engi- 
neers, taking them into the studio 
to show the bare walls, four simple 
stools and four spotlights which 
are its only props, and the musical 
saw and organ which provide the 
musical background. Olmstead told 
how the script came to be written, 
a bit about Saroyan’s career and 
showed the heavily marked, single- 
spaced manuscript. This made an 
interesting introduction, although 
the tailpiece of turning up the 
studio lights, etc., was unnecessary 
and struck a false note. 


All in all, there was much good 





| 
| 


} 


, material in Saroyan’s effort, par- 


ticularly its dealing with a real 
|problem in warm and human 
| terms, and the experimental treat- 
| ment is turning up some creative 
techniques. However, it’s too bad 
Saroyan didn’t start with a more 
completely realized piece. 





| NBC-TV’s “Philco Playhouse” 
,came up with a pleasant warm- 
| weather show Sunday night (2) in 
its presentation of “The Reluctant 
andlord,” a farce by novelist Scott 
| Corbett. With a fine adaptation by 
| Joseph Liss, the show told of the 
trials and tribulations of a young 
| author who was determined to live 
_and work in Manhattan. When he 
and his wife could not find a suit- 
_able apartment, the frau bought a 
| rundown house in the lower east 
side, complete with tenants, bad 
| plumbing, nasty mailmen, ete. Cast 
played it just a trifle too slowly for 
_ effects, but milked 
enough snickers to compensate for 
any dearth of yocks. 


| Hume Cronyn and Haila Stad- 
dard topped a strong, capable cast 
as the author and his wife, playing 
it broadly as the script required. 
| Billy Greene was fine as their star 
'boarder and Sandra Ann Wiggin- 
|ton turned in a good, non-preco- 
/cious job as their moppet daugh- 
ter. Scoring in lesser roles were 
Guy Thomajan, John Marley, Frank 
Campanella, Peggy Fenn, Isabelle 
, Bonner and Perry Bruskin. Pro- 
ducer Fred Coe backed the show 
| with excellent trappings, particu- 
larly the setting of the house itself, 





week in the talent division is given | performer may be given two parts designed by Otis Riggs. Direction 


an opportunity to appear on one}! 
of the future KEYL studio presen- | 
tations. | 

Frank Bennak, Jr., is emcee of 
the telecast and 


keeps the show} 
He is | 
a glib talker, which adds to the| 
zest of the show. He introduces | 
the talent, interviews the three | 
young girls who vie for the crown | 
of Television Teen Queen of the! 
Week, and gives out with a quip or | 


Highlight of each telecast is the | 
coronation of the young lady who! 
has been elected by postcard and | 


) 1 letter vote the week before to rule | 
of his stint from behind a desk. | 


Arlene Francis and Peter Donald | 


as Television Teen Queen of the | 
Week. There are three judges who | 
vote for the outstanding talent on | 
the show, who are introtuced at. 
the start of the show. Paul Flow- | 
ers is at the piano helping the) 
artists, and is also spotlighted in a, 
solo. Andy. | 


and paid for only one. If an artist 
is given three parts, he must be 
paid, in full, for two of them. Dou- 
bling up on parts is now effecting 
name performers who, never be- 
fore, have been asked to handle 
more than one chore. In an effort 
to keep budgets as low as possible, 
parts are ako being clipped from 
scripts. 

Transcribed dramatic shows- are 
also showing an upward trend this 
summer but this i: being offset by 
the lack of musical shows. AFRA 
execs related that there is less 
available time for vocalists at this 
period than ever before in radio. 

Because of this condition, many 
pop vocalists are now putting their 
voices to singing commercials, both 
on live broadcasts and on tran- 
scribed shows and on station break 
spots, 


was handled capably by Delbert 
fann. 











Crosby, Ch’field 


Continued from page 23 











time of the singer’s departure for 
'Europe, there were widespread re- 
ports that Crosby and his writer- 
‘producer, Bill Morrow, left in 
something of a huff. Morrow's beef, 
it’s said, stems from agency-client 
interference on scripts, while Cros- 
by is known to be none too favor- 
ably disposed toward pitching up 
those Chesterfield testimonials ‘he 
‘himself prefers a pipe.) And some- 
where in between, that apparently 
‘indestructible Arthur Godfrey- 
Chesterfield link is said to rub the 
| wrong way with the singer. 
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RATE YOUR MATE 
With Jeey Adams, Hal Simms, 


others 

Producer: Mark Goodson, Bill 
Toddman 

Director: Goodson 

Writers: Norman Barasch, Carol 
Moore 


30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
CBS, from N. ¥ 


Joey Adams, “theatre and cafe} 


comic who gets his first crack on 
a regular radio show, impresses 
as a good personality working val- 
iantly to overcome a thin format 
with obvious defects. Show’s pat- 
tern calls for interviews and quiz- 
zes of married couples, one of 
whom goes into a soundproof room, 
while the other attempts to pre- 
dict whether the mate will know | 
the question at hand. 

The show is too easy to beat. | 
All a couple has to do to get $100) 
is to play dumb and have the | 
spouse say that the wife or hus- 
band don’t know nuttin’ and the} 
partner in the soundproof room| 
plays it the same way. They'll | 
come out with the maximum every- 
time. The show puts a premium | 
on ignorance. 

Adams’ work is fairly good, al-| 
though his style of comedy must in- | 
evitably invite comparison with | 
Groucho Marx, who also asks peo-| 
ple how they met their mates. 
Adams has a good native wit, han- | 
dies the contestants well and ex- | 
tracts a good bit of humor out of | 
the interviews, although most of it | 
comes from Adams’ collection of | 
gags rather than as a product of| 
the byplay. Once the comic gets | 
acclimated to this medium, he'll | 





GRANBY’S GREEN ACRES 

With Gale Gordon, Bea Benadaret, 
Louise Erickson, Parley Baer Osser 

Producer-director-writer: Jay Som- Director: Wm. Marshall | 

30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m. 


mers | 
| Music director: Opie Cates | Sustaining 


30 Mins.; Mon., 6:30 p.m, ABC, from N. Y. 
Sustaining _ Paul Whiteman, who has a long | 
CBS, from Hollywood _, | list of discovery credits, is now 
Slotted midway in Columbia’s /essaying another talent search ses- | 
90-minutes of comedy to fill the sion on the network for which he’s 
summer void for vacationing “Lux | the musical director. Whiteman — 
ae "ee “— mes Ry mer ae yooe ese ag suocene in 
Ss rural rhubarb fated: starting performers who ultimate- 
away in the barn, There's a brave those that. he. brought to, promi 
but futile effort to put together a oaaee semaviee rie of ae tees | 
situation comedy around Gale Gor- in show biz. 
don, long a standby on NBC, asthe; For this session, Whiteman is 
Seale bee tren on “Fibber and | concentrating on composers and ar- 
~ emg ME, gh or ena onc peegere, a field in _ he _ 
iti ‘has been eminently successful. 
ime ieae of jhe ger mpe > may not have been the 
as . : rst to latch onto the music of | 
ations-coutrived by Jay Sommers, | Bee Git eaten Hane ae 
who also rates producer-director aoe did a ed hie tant 
credit, Gordon rarely departs from! composers to the attention of 
his standard character of a shout-| American longhairs. 
will have his way about buying the | in urent prosram although stfess- 
. : in e works of men behin e 
ay ny = rig ae ee et orchestra scenes, impresses as be- 
a window son ™ by tipoff w ats ing another method of presenting 
to come when he starts plowing his | Trae Wee. These somes te 
be nothing wrong with that since | 





broad acres. 


PAUL WHITEMAN PRESENTS beoncs FOR SALE 
With Paul Whiteman Orch, Glen With Jan 


Rosemary 
Ray 


Murray, 
Clooney, Tony Bennett, 
Bloch Orch 

Director-producer: Herb Moss 

60 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y._ 

This new package which will be 
simuleast on* TV starting Friday 


(7) represents a bid by CBS to 


dominate the Friday night airlanes | 
with topflight entertainment val- 


ues. This is a variation of an ama- 
teur night for songwriters with a 


slick professional framework set- 
ting this show apart from previ- 
ous attempts in this direction. A} 
summer tryout, this hour-long ses- 
sion can be earmarked as a fall 
competitor. 

Show is formated along simple 
lines with each session showcas- 
ing four unpublished tunes _ be- 
fore a panel of Tin Pan Alley hep- 
sters. Each of the tunes is given | 
a workout by either Tony Bennett 
or Rosemary Clooney, both from 
Columbia Records’ stable of vocal- 
ists, with Ray Bloch’s orch supply- | 
ing the instrumental background. | 
Top number of each show earns 
a $200 prize for the cleffer plus | 


| initfal installment. 
edy, 


|MY MOTHER’S HUSBAND 
| With William Powell, Sarah Selby, 
_ Lillian Randolph, Sharon Doug- 
las, Verna Felton, Joe Kearns, 
Charlie Seal, Willie Bailley; Jack 
| McCoy, announcer; Jeff Alexan- 
| der and Mellomen Quartet 
Fab peg re et Joe Rines 
Writer: Charles Caswell 
| 30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
Here’s one that smacks of big- 
league programming — at least 
judging from Sunday night’s (2) 
; Actually, this 
new William Powell situation com- 
called “My Mother’s Hus- 
band,” is about as engaging and 
refreshing an entry in the radio 
sweepstakes as has hit the kilocy- 
cles since Ronald Colman’s ‘Halls 
of Ivy” last season. And like the 
Colman show, Powell should have 


little difficulty in wrapping up a 


sponsor. 
This one’s a natural for Powell, 
for “Husband,” localed in St. 


| Louis at the turn of the century, 


follows in the same pattern as the 
star’s film performance in “Life 


| With Father,” in effect giving him 


a pre-tested, pre-sold audience. Re- 
volving around a_ rambunctious 
father and the tactful wife who 


Sommers didn’t help Gordon any 
with such lines as “when you got | 
to grow you got to grow,” or upon 
learning there’s no electricity in 
house he roars, “What About 
Hoover Dam and _ vice’ versa.” 
Were Gordon’s talents flexible he 
might have wrung laughs out of 
the tepid script, but neither com- 


cog rt , : .. | plimented the other. 
make his imprint as a a Ope Cates, the only real bucolic 


character among the lot, got a few 

‘ Tar comedy licks and in ensuing epi- 

Ce ee = sodes should be used more fre- 

gree conte” ms quently. Bea Benadaret, Louise 

Writers: Howard Blake, Robert L. Erickson and Parlay Baer labored 
Finn 


with what they had but even these 

. BI |AFRA stalwarts couldn’t improve 

Producer: Blake | the show’s mediocrity. | 
oO naan” 10 a.m. | NBC had “Granby” a few years 
: | bac let i sy “Paley’ 
CBS. from Hollywood | back but let it easy prey to “Paley’s 





(Erwin, Wasey, Ltd.) ‘ome 
Formerly heard solely over the | 
CBS Pacific network, this audience | 
participation show has bein ex-| 
panded to the full CBS network | 
as of Saturday (1). Program, em-| 
ceed pleasantly by Jay Stewart, | 
travels smoothly and has enough | 
of a human interest element to| 
draw Saturday morning housewife | 
dialers. Format has Stewart in-| 
terviewing various people with the | 
intent of having them prove or) 
disprove certain statements or | 
ideas. 
On the inaugural full-network | 
show, two women discussed wheth- 
er or not a tenant should take| 
care of a rented house in view of | 
certain impositions made by the} 
landlord. The audience after listen- | 
ing to the situation presented found 
the tenant justified in refusing to 
vive special attention to the home. 
Throughout the interview, Stewart 
tossed off numerous quips to make 
for relaxed listening. Guesting on 
show were Audie Murphy, film 
actor and Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner during World War 
Il. Also a Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner from World War I 
and another from the Spanish- 
American War. Men, interviewed 
io determine the modesty of 
heroes, all underplayed the inci- 
dents that led to their copping the 
awards. The actual citation de- 
noting what the men had done to| 
win their medals was read by | 
Stewart. 
Another portion of the show | 
which afforded some humor was 
the reading of peculiar names sent | 

in by the listeners. 
The mid-way plug for Carnation | 
milk could stand a little trimming. | 
Gros. | 





HASHKNIFE HARTLEY 
With Frank Martin, Barton Yar- 
borough, W. C. Tuttle; music | 
conducted by Harry Zimmerman; | 
announcer, Don McCall | 
Writer: Tuttle 
Producer-Director: Tom Hargis 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
MBS, from Hollywood 
In line with the current vogue 
for western adventure stories, Mu- 
tual unveiled ‘“Hashknife Hartley” 
Sunday afternoon (2). Yarns are 
based upon the writings of W. C. 
ruttle who himself was spotted on 
the show for a brief prolog and 
epilog. Opener was “The Runt) 
from the 44 Spread.” A tale of 
iiurder and border smuggling, it 
leatured the law-enforcing exploits 
of “Hashknife,” a rugged cowpoke, | 
and his sidekick, Sleepy Stevens. | 
While this new outdoor series is | 
we'l produced and well acted, it} 
varies little from other oat dramas. | 
‘“Uion and suspense, of course, are | 
‘essed and cast toppers Frank | 
‘in and Barton Yarborough | 
e respectively as “Hashknife” | 
at Stevens. Spotted in a more | 
“uv antageous time segment, “‘Hasb- | 
knife Hartley’ may gain wider | 
lis.ener appeal. Fact that “Hopa- 
long Cassidy” immediately follows 
1 represents poor programming. 
Gilb. | 





' 
' 


Helm. 


STEPPING OUT 


With Rosemary Clooney, Tony | 


Bennett, Johnny Guarneri’s orch; | 
Sandy Becker, announcer 
Bruno Zirato, 


Producer-director: 


Writers: Charles S. Monroe, Jo- 
sephine Ryan 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 

New 15-minute pop music show, 
across-the-board on CBS at 7:30) 
p.m. for eight weeks as summer 
filler for Bob Crosby’s “Club 15,” 
is good warm-weather entertain- 
ment. Principals are two attrac- | 
tive young. singers, Rosemary 
Clooney and Tony Bennett. Miss 
Clooney sounds the mere poised | 
and experienced of the two, and 
has a way with a song. On the 
preem program Monday (3), she 
handled two distinctly varied tunes 
very acceptably, with nice mood 
and deliyery on each. A sultry, 
creamy voice intoned the ballad, 
“My Foolish Heart,’ with real 
color, and changed nimbly for the | 
swingy wedding jingle, “A Good, 
Time.” 

Bennett has a slightly metallic. 
tenor, and sings with more vim) 
than style, with too many open) 
tones. But his style is engaging | 
and quite satisfactory for such | 
numbers as “I Can’t Give You) 
Anything” and “I Wanna Be) 
Loved.” Johnny Guarneri’s or-| 
chestra gave excellent backing to) 
the vocalists, especially for the) 
“My Foolish Heart” number, and | 
on its own offered a fast-rhythmed | 
“Fascinating Rhythm” to good) 
results. Tricky piano playing | 
and general arrangements dis- , 
tinguished this one. Bron. | 
SONGS IN SUMMERTIME 
With Georgette Giboin, Marion 

Paine Lewisfell 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 12:30 p.m. | 
Sustaining 
WCOU-FM, Lewiston, Me. 

Georgette Giboin’s sock lyric | 
soprano carries on as_ Maine's | 
solidest contribution to the talent 
sweepstakes, despite lack of out-' 
side recognition. Modestly show- 








Lewisfell’s smooth organ-piano ac- 
comp job, noontide stanza holds 
up against anything the webs are 
sending in at the hour. 

Miss Giboin introduces her own 


sults that bring alive that shortest- 
15-minutes-in-radio cliche. Selec- 
tions on epening stanza included 
“Madrigal,” “Because,” “Zigeuner,” 
and a Puccini medley, with Miss 
Lewisfell soloing with “Swinging 
Down the Lane” on the Hammond. 

Parent AMer, WCOU, is lost 
among a farrago of other wee- 
watters at review-point Portland, 
35 air-miles from Lewiston. FM 
appendage, however, is considered 
a local here, which fact should 


‘supply one side of a er | 


with some ammunition. Don. 


ill - 


types of music. 


, ; 2“ With Bob Emrich, 
cased here against Marion Paine | 


selections a shade overcutely, but | 
the songalog itself clicks for re-| 


“Pops” has always presented some | 
of the most literate music avail- 
able. Whiteman has _ probably 


‘done more to elevate the level of | 


pop music in this country than any | 
maestro. 

On this preem program, White- | 
man stressed the work of arranger 
Glen Osser, who is his own ar- 
ranger and chief conductor. In 
this session it was difficult to tell | 
where Osser started and where 
Whiteman left off. Osser has so 
completely caught ‘“Pops’” spirit | 
that there’s a complete integration | 
of musical thought. Osser em- 
broiders the offerings with excel- | 
lent counterpgint without losing | 
basic melodic lines. The general | 
tone of his arrangements provides | 
either relaxed or exciting listen-| 
ing, depending upon the piece. En- | 


| tire stanza was well designed so 


that there were samplings of both 
Jose. 


MUCH ABOUT DOOLITTLE 

With Jack Kirkwood, Verna Felton, 
Joe Kearns, Mary. Lee Robb, 
Hal March, Bob Jellison 

Producer, Tom McAvity; director, 
Jess Oppenheimer | 

Writer: Jack Crutcher | 

Music: Leith Stevens 

Sun., 9 p.m., 30 Mins. 


| Sustaining 


KNX-CBS, Hollywood 
Jack Kirkwood has been kick- 
ing around the networks for as 


|long as any comic in these parts 


but never quite made the big time 


/on his own. Here he’s doing sum- 
| mer duty for Red Skelton and for 


those who are not too fussy about 
their comedy values they should 
find the burly buffoon exhilarating. 
Hoarse-voiced and pun-happy, he | 
can turn more laughs a minute 
than most of his gentry, if you 
don’t mind file jokes. He is to be 
avoided by the prissy, who re-| 
sent such witticisms as “I couldn’t | 
be a peeping Tom because I’m too 
pooped to peep.” His comedy is 
rough and raucous, let the laughs 
fall where they may. 

“The Doolittles” starts out to be 
a family comedy with situations of 
a sort but Kirkwood takes care of | 
that in short order. Let the others 
throw him a straight line and he’s | 
off on a binge of gags, puns and) 
quips. The order of the day here 
is, anything for a laugh. They come | 
so fast they spill over each other 
and if you don’t mind such word- 
play as “head of a fraternity is a 
frat head” or “I’m more flabber 
than gasted,’ you'll have a jolly 
time. 

CBS stocked the show with solid 
AFRAns and as music director | 
none other than Leith Stevens. | 
Working the file wits Kirkwood 
was Jack Crutcher and Jess Op-| 
penheimer, a pretty good gagman | 
in his own right, directed. It’s a 
comedy holiday for them and the} 
free-and-easy fun is evident. 

Helm. 





|cast Music, Inc. 


ee , runs interfer i i - 
publication of his work by Broad- | olving rp ap tre gS Te = 
] BMI also screens | on the premiere had practically all 
all the entries. 'the bigtime professional elements 

While the preem stanza (30) re-| as an entertaining addition to ra- 
vealed that Tin Pan Alley has been | dio’s comedy fare. The produc- 
brushing off some surprisingly fime | tion-directorial assist bespoke Joe 
tunes, program was mainly sparked | Rines’ knowhow; the scripting by 
by Jan Murray in the emcee spot.| Charles Caswell was on a qualita- 


Murray dresses the conventional | 
interviews with the cleffers with 
a brightly spangled line of gags. | 
Whether or not some of those ad- 
libbed snappers are rehearsed will | 
undoubtedly be ‘more apparent on | 
video, but most of the preem show | 
on AM came over with a fresh and | 
spontaneous air. Murray’s colloquy 
with a Russian composer who! 
couldn’t speak English, however, | 
had too many well-timed gags to. 
be improvised. 


tive level, and the cast gave Powell 
a uniformly fine assist. 

But this is unquestionably 
Powell’s show, and it was primarily 
the qualities he brought to it that 
made it superior summer program- 
ming. Even so flimsy a story-line 
as a hassle over the eggs he’s 
served for breakfast and Powell’s 
subsequent encounter with a “gen- 
tleman hen” and his stubborn re- 
fusal to concede that he got stuck 
with a rooster, was played to the 


_tunes on the opening show were | 
‘of top calibre and were rated thus | Jeff Alexander and his Mellomen 
‘by a panel, consisting of Lester | Quartet, appropriately keyed to 
|Santly, music publisher; Richard | the turn-of-the-century motif, pro- 
|Himber, composer and bandleader; | vided neat inserts. 


click with two youngsters, 
should be five times as much fun, | Writers: Gil Doud, Antony Ellis 


At least two out of the four, hilt for a maximum laugh payoff. 
The musical backgrounding by 


Rose. 

songwriter Bob Hilliard and song- | 

stress Kay Armen. Bennett and | T-MAN 

Miss Clooney gave classy interpre- | With Dennis O’Keefe; announcer, 

tations to the tunes in addition to; Bob Lemond 

interspersing among the amateur | Writer: Mindret Lord 

efforts such standards and current | Producer-Director: William N. Rob- 

hits as Himber’s “It Isn’t Fair” son 

and “My Foolish Heart,” published | 30 Mins.; Sat., 8:30 p.m. 

by Santly. Kay Armen also gave | Sustaining 

a sock vocal on “St. Louis Blues’ | CBS, from Hollywood 

while Hilliard neatly delivered one| Having received his initial train- 

of his pop hits. Herm. ing as a U.S. Treasury Dept. agent 

I the ee Lion film “T-Men,” 

|Dennis O’Keefe is apparently at 

TOO MANY COOKS home in this new CBS series. 

With Hal March, Mary Jane Croft, Though O’Keefe handled himself 
Bob Sweeney, George Fenne- | well on the opening airer Satur- 
man, Willard Waterman, Jerry day (1), program lost a lot of punch 
Hausner; Marlin Skiles orch _ because of a telescopic yarn. How- 

Writers: Frank Fox, Robert Por- ever, William N. Robson’s produc- 
ter, Lou Armbrecht tion and direction created the 

Producer - director: Gordon T. | proper mood and there was enough 
Hughes |action to suffice. 

30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. | Program caught had O’Keefe 

Sustaining 'tracking down a group of counter- 

CBS, from Hollywood feiters who he eventually discov- 
“Too Many Cooks,” bracketed ered were working ifi the guise of 


_with another new situation comedy, |@ touring legit company. Outfit in 


¥ - nis offering their presentation used a 
Granby's Green Acres,” as the 9 printing press as one of its props. 
to 10 Monday night occupants on | This enabled them to travel from 
CBS while “Lux Radio Theatre” town-to-town making and passing 
takes an eight-week hiatus, is per- out phony bills. Yarns presented, 
haps notable for the fact that in | incidentally, are supposed to be 
one fell swoop it solves the Holly- | based on actual incidents. 

wood unemployment problem) Of the assortment of characters 
among radio moppets. For the title | presented none had too much to 
derives from the fact that there do with O’Keefe handling the nar- 
are 10 (count ’em) kids in the Cook | ration and also participating in 
household, and all get a crack at) the dialog. Story could have also 
the script. Unfortunately, other) used a little clarification in the 
notable aspects of the show were | windup as to certain characters. 
lacking on its premiere this /! Gros. 
week (3). 


Created by Frank Fox, who PURSUIT 

along with Robert Porter and Lou | With John Dehner, Raymond Law- 
Armbrecht also scripts, “Too Many| rence, Harold Hughes, Eileen 
Cooks” was obviously patterned | Erskine, Jack Edwards, Byron 
along the same comedy lines as | Kane, Herb’ Butterfield, Bill 
“Ozzie and Harriet,” probably on| Johnstone; music conducted by 
the premise that if the Nelsons can| Marlin Skiles; announcer, Bob 
this| Stevenson 


. That it didn’t quite work out that Producer, Director: Elliott Lewis 


BUDDY ROGERS SHOW 
announcer; | 
guests 
Director: Nat Rudick 
Producer: Mal Boyd 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 
This transcribed cross-the-board 
-airer is a mild potpourri of music | 
‘and celeb interviews tied together | 


by a thread of inspirational gab. | 


As emcee, Buddy Rogers makes a' 
pleasing impression in pegging the | 
‘show on a_ neighborly do-good | 
level. But the amount of frank’ 
'corn dispensed on this show in-. 


\dicates a slanting to the hinter- | 


lands where the folksy tone and 
_glamor of w.k. names should help 
‘sell this series. 

On each daily session, Rogers 
reads a couple of syrupy letters 


(Continued on page 34) 


'what else can be expected from | 


| way can be attributed chiefly to the 30 Mins.; Sat., 8:30 p.m. 


far-fetched premise upon which }WRIGLEY’s GUM 
the show is based and to a some- CBS, from i Maeerkow) 
what labored scripting contribu- ' eyerno 
tion As a cours. sercones’ for 
; ; Gene Autry, Wrigley Gum is reviv- 
If the laughs were rather hollow, ing “Pursuit,” the CBS half-hour 
such an absurd situation which | Sysety pacger, Sy Nag vg 
projects parents -always striving | Jang Yard ‘case involving a man 
for a gag and a brood of wise- a if 
cracking, unreal kids? The Cooks’ we ~ ip vd —— - t _ 
: “ed a hotel room. uicide, mos - 
7 ngs a o— sg: servers felt, but the British law en- 
traits "The single pettera for Pod | saenee agency's monine proves 
velopment—the size of the family om <a a ee, 
—seems entirely inadequate for Such a yarn was familiar detec- 
sustained humor. — tive thriller stuff. But a suspense- 
Ba Basra Paminggy was be agg See ye — cast — 7. vees? 
arch an ary Jane Croft as British atmosphere made - 
the parents were good, albeit too | verting 30 minutes. John Dehner 
often imitative of Ozzie and Har- portrayed Inspector Black with as- 
riet, and the kids were okay. But surance and the work of supportin 


,the basic premise for the program players heightened the genera 


‘remains thin. Rose. _ reality. Gilb. 
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Chi Video on Amateur Binge; 
60 Acts to Play Circuit Weekly 


Chicago, July 4. * 


| 
Chi tele viewers are in for the! 


biggest parade of amateur talent | 
this summer since the mid-30's, 
when the depression-smitten film | 
theatres and niteries sought to' 
hypo the boxoffice with the “come | 
in and root for your favorite con-'| 
testant’’ motif. 

But this time the takeover by 
the tyros isn’t caused by an eco- 
nomic downbeat — although the 
reason is still one of economics. 
The use of amateur acts is one ol 
the least costly ways for the local 
advertisers to put on a live video 
show, it’s pointed out. 

But it’s reached the point where 
clients and their agencies are be- 
ginning to wonder if the idea 
hasn't been about milked dry. 
Especially with complaints mount- 
ing from viewers over seeing some 
of the same amateurs popping up 
on different shows much in the 
same fashion as did the “profes- 
sional” quiz show visitors when 
the radio giveaway era was at its 
peak. 

Currently there are six amateur 
show being beamed from three of 
the four Chi teevee outlets. WNBQ 
is the only station without one at 
the present time. Set to start this 
month are three more which will 
bring the amateur schedule up to 
nearly seven hours weekly. 

An hour-long tyro talent show, | 
using kids under 13, bows on 


WBKB Sunday (9). Show, pack- 
aged by Shep Chartoc and Don 
Cole and emceed by Bill Bailey, is 
to be sponsored by Mrs. Klien’s 
Potato Chips. Evans Fur Co., 
through Kaufmann & Assoc., will 
launch’ its 60-minute amateur 


stanza on same station the follow- 
ing Sunday. Also scheduled for a 
July kickoff on WBKB is a half- 
hour show to be sponsored by a 
Chi car dealer. Balaban & Katz 
outlet is currently carrying the 45- 
minute “Admiral TV Talent Hunt” 
and the 60-minute Al Benson show 
which uses pro and non-pro talent, 

WGN-TV has three weekly half- 
hour amateur programs. WENR- 
TV carries the hour-long Sunday 
“Sachs Amateur Hour.” 

it's estimated that about 60 acts 


a week will be run through the 
amateur circuit each week when 
the new shows hit the air this 


month. Although no “talent costs” 
are available, it’s pointed out the 
prizes given the winners are 
usually picked up for free in re- 
turn for a plug. 

The American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ Chi office is watching the 
situation with frustrated interest, 
it’s reported. 





Gosch Frames H’ wood 
Show With Trailers 
And Hedda Hopper 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Martin Gosch returned to N. Y. 
with completed plan and studio ap- 
proval of a television series, which 
would comprise a 10-minute trailer 
of current releases and personality 
features presided over by Hedda 
Hopper. Titled “Hollywood at Its 
Best.” sponsor would make a size- 
able contribution to Motion Picture 
Relief Fund in return for use of 
talent and studio facilities. 


Gosch, TV consultant to Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, claims to have a 
sponsor interested to the extent of 
spending $1,500,000 a year on time 
and talent. Client now has time on 
a network to slot the show. It is 
Gosch’s plan to have a 10-minute 
trailer of a picture, either in the 
first run or coming up, shot inde- 
pendently of the film to be exploit- 
ed instead of using clips from the 
completed negative. He claims to 
have the unqualified approval of 
major studio heads, whom he says 
have characterized his idea as “the 
best trailer plan yet submitted.” 

To fill out the half-hour, Miss 
Hopper would tour the lots for in- 
terviews with actors, writers, direc- 
tors, et al, connected with the pic- 
ture displayed. 


DET. SYMPH TV SPONSOR 


Detroit, July 4. 
The Pfeiffer Brewing Co. is spon- 
soring the entire two hours of the 
eight Saturday night summer con- 
certs by Detroit Symphony Orch 
over WWJ-TYV. 
Maxon, is, the agency... . 


n 
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How to Lay Off 
Chicago, July 4. 

Burr Hillstrom, of Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie, started his va- 
cation yesterday with this 
schedule. 

July 3 (morning), special 
show on WLAV-TV, Grand 
Rapids; (still morning) special 
show on WJIM-TV, Lansing; 
July 4 (morning) special show 
on WBEN-TV, Buffalo; (after- 
noon) special show on WRGB, 
Schenectady. 

Thursday (6) Tillstrom starts 
a 14-hour-per-day schedule 
building puppets and training 
puppeteers for his “Land of 
Oz" show, due for a fall spot 
on NBC-TV. 

Kukla, Fran and Ollie re- 
sumes Aug. 28. 








Church Council ; 
Hits TV as Villain 


Cleveland, July 4. 

The General Council of Congre- 
gational Christian Churches passed 
a resolution charging TV _ license 
holders and networks have ignored 
the constructive possibilities of tel- 
evision and_ presented offensive 
programs and advertising. 

The Council declared programs | 
are dangerous for children and 
contrary to the Christian teachings 
of their church. Because of such 
programming, the Council indicat- 
ed it will ask the FCC to revoke 
the licenses of stations where the 
programs have been and are inde- 
cent or harmful. 

The group resolved to ask that 
the Protestant Radio Commission 
devote its resources to television 
production. In 
church delegates said it desires to 
keep programs in line with the 
democratic ideals and purposes, 
and not be “a repetition of the sit- 
uation in radio where religion has 
failed to receive adequate repre- 
sentation.” 


GOURFAIN PRODUCING 
FOR NEW TELEPIC INDIE 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Sid Middleman’s Hollywood Im- 
perial Pictures will get under way 
this month with a series of 13 halt- 
hour video pix featuring Redd Har- 
per. Harry A. Gourfain, formerly 
stage producer at the 
Broadway. Capitol and Paramount 





‘ 





theatres. N. Y., has been named 
exec producer on the series by 
Middleman. 


Imperial pix will make the en- 
tire series on a spec basis. Firm 
will use Harper as lead throughout 
and inject guests into each film. 
Package will be entirely western 
and each film a complete story. Rye 
Billsury will do the commentary 
on all films. Imperial was the 
fourth video firm to get a music 
okay from the AFM. 


College Sophs in Lead On 





TY Viewing; Grades Upped. 


Fort Worth, July 4. 

More college sophomores watch 
more television programs longer 
than any other class and those who 
own TV sets brought their grade 
points up nearly two to one, while 
non-owners went down by a small 
percentage. 

A “quickie” survey on what ef- 
fect television is having on the col- 
lege campus and classroom was 
made here at Texas Christian U. 
just before classes were released 
for the summer. Findings are be- 
|ing compiled and are slowly turn- 
ing up some interesting statistics 
on who watches which how long. 
with what effect it has on school 
work. 

Under supervision of cooperat- 
ing instructors, 269 students filled 
out questionnaires in various 
classes about equally divided 


among seniors, juniors and sopho- | 


mores. (Freshman scored so low 
in number owning sets or watch- 
‘ing TV that only two samples total- 


|ing 28 students were taken, and ia | 
vccedes.. dCovUpued an page 3y,,., i Assn. 


its resolution, the | 


Betty Furness Show 
Bought by Best Foods 


Best Foods has bought the Betty 
Furness show for the ABC-TV web 
,on Fridays, 10-10:30 p.m., starting 
Sept. 15. Deal was inked through 
' Earle Ludgin agency, with Lester 
Lewis repping Miss Furness. 


| 
| 


' 


is backing, will be started by Pic- 
torial Productions this month. In 
|addition to Ethel Waters, who'll 
| play the title role, cast will include 
| Butterfly McQueen, William Post, 





iJr., Ginger Jones, Percy (Bud) | 
| Harris and Clifford Sales. Show | 


‘will preem in mid-October. 


NBC-TV Sticking To 
Fri. Sports at Garden 
Even If Boxing Goes 


Ned Irish, exee veepee of the 
Madison Sq. Garden Corp., N. Y., 
disclosed this week that the Gar- 





|den is prepared to substitute other 


sports events for the usual Friday 
night boxing matches if the Inter- 


national Boxing Club, which pro- | 


motes the fights, fails to come to 
terms with the Boxing Managers 
Guild over how much the boxers 
should get from the radio and 
television rights. IBC declared 
last week it could not meet the 
Guild’s asking price, and so might 
have to give up its promotions at 
the Garden. 


If negotiations fall through, Irish 
said, the Garden will rearrange its | 


schedule to make certain some of 
the top events are available for 
Friday night video. Roller Derby, 


for example, has been set for a 


' Garden stand Nov. 9-10 and 21-22, 


and might be available for the Fri- 
day evening spots. In 


the Garden has five N. Y. Knick- 


erbocker pro. basketball games 
scheduled for Saturday afternoons 
next winter, which could be} 


switched back to Friday nights. 
Whether Gillette Safety Razor, 
which has a deal with the Garden 
and NBC for the Friday night box- 
ing matches, will come in as spon- 
sor on any other events remains 
to be seen. It is believed, however, 
that NBC will continue to televise 
whatever events are available. 


EUGENE THOMAS AS 
WOR-TV MANAGER? 


Eugene Thomas, who is exiting 
|as general manager of WOIc, 
Washington. sold by General Tele- 
iradio to the Washington 
WTOP ‘subject to FCC approval), 
\is considered likely to return to 
/WOR. N. Y., as general manager 
of its tele adjunct. 

WOR-TV. also owned by General 
Teleradio (subsidiary of R. H. 
|Macy’s dept. store), hasn’t had a 
general manager since it started 





operations last October. WOR feels | 
i that Thomas, Who was with the sta- | 
excellent | 


ition 13 vears, had an 
record as sales manager and did 
|a topflight job with WOIC, which 
|Was approaching the black. He’s 
_also a familiar figure in ad circles, 
jhaving been head of the N. Y, 
| Advertising Club and on the NAB 
tele committee. 


WCPO-TV Expansion 


Cincinnati, July 4. 

Planning to go along with TV 
and stick in standard and FM radio, 
WCPO has contracted for the addi- 
tion of 5,000 square feet to the 
present 7.000-square-feet building 
‘housing studios of its three sta- 
tions. 

Location is in Walnut Hills on a 
ridge 500 feet above the downtown 
section. Studios and towers of 
Cincy’s other two TV _ stations, 
Crosleyv’s WLW-T and the Times- 
Star WKRC-TV, are on the same 
ridge. 

Mort Watters, general manager 
of WCPO stations and veepee of 
Scripps-Howard Radio, said his lo- 
cal staff has been increased from 
36 to 108 persons since the opening 
of the TV operation. 


, 








| Shooting on the “Beulah” tele- | 
version, which Procter & Gamble 


addition, | 


Post’s | 





TV Into Setup; 


Chi Public Schools Map Plan to Weld 


Own Outlet 





What’ll Baruch Do? 


| St. Louis, July 4. 
Leo Moore, a merchant at 
' Wortham, Mo., 78 miles from 
| St. Louis, recently purchased 
| a 1950 television set and dis- 
covered he didn’t have enough 
room in his home to provide 
| seating space for friends whom 
| he invited to watch the video 
programs. Last week, local 
gendarmes noted a large truck 
parked in a_ resiricted zone 
near a publie park in North 
St. Louis. 

They cruised 
area until the truck pulled 
away and then stopped and 
searched it. In the truck they 
found three large park bench- 
es. Moore admitted copping 
the benches for the accommo- 
dations of his friends. 


around the 








Adjacencies Less 
~ Important on TV 


Position following top - rated 
shows, an important factor in AM 
program placement, is much less 
significant in television, study of 
| ratings in both mediums reveal. 

In AM, agencies make great elf- 
|forts to get their stanzas imme- 
diately following big audience 
shows to garner inherited audi- 
;ences and to have them in front 
|of popular airers so that people 
| tuning in early will catch a portion. 


ings of the preceding periods are 
/85.6°O of the leading programs’, 
while ratings of the periods follow- 
ing the top 135 are 86.8°° of the 
leaders’. 

In TV this situation doesf't pre- 
vail to that extent. Ratings of the 
shows preceding the top 10 average 
163.7°°o of the leaders, while shows 
following the top 10 average 55.8°%. 

According to the ABC research 
| department, which made the analy- 
sis, video bankrollers are placing 
less emphasis on program place- 
‘ment at present. This means, it’s 
reasoned, that the show’s the thing, 


rather than position, as far as get- | 


ting a TV audience is concerned. 
| However, it’s also figured that this 
i situation may change, inasmuch as 
§ nape habits in tele are still in 


flux and teevee programming hasn't | 


'jelled to the extent that radio has. 


NBC Pacts Deal With 





Chicago, July 4. 


NBC has finalized deal with Al 
|Levy, owner of rights to 14 L. 


| Frank Baum “Land of Oz’ books, 
to launch a video series based on 
the Oz _ stories. Burr -Tillstrom, 
“Kukla, Fran and Ollie” creator, 


|will serve as artistic director for | 


ithe weekly half-hour shows being 
\pitched tv sponsors for a_ fall 
| pickup. 

Puppets for the Oz show will be 
created by Tillstrom during his va- 
;cation this summer at 
Mass. He will also train the four 
,Or five puppeteers necessary for 
‘the production. Fran Allison will 
narrate the series, which will origi- 
; nate in Chicago. 


Video Limbs Into Limbo 


Chicago, July 4. 
Barefoot television is out at NBC 
here. Just when it looked as if 





'the foot fetish so prominently dis- | 


‘played on recent Chi NBC tele 
shows was geiting oul of control, 
word came down from above that 
| hereafter no unshod feet are to be 
|exposed to the cameras. 

The pedal preoccupation started 
_a few weeks back when Dave Gar- 
|roWway'’s squeeky shoes were fea- 


Considering the top 15 shows, rat- | 


Levy for TY ‘Oz’ Series 


Goal Is 
+ Chicago, July 4. 


After close scrutiny of the new 
medium over the past several 
years, the Radio Council of Chi 
public schools is mapping a long- 
range plan to weld television to 
teaching. Ultimate goal is the 
eventual possession by the school 
system of its own video outlet. 

First steps in this direction are 
|already underway. The Council, 
| which handles all radio and TV 
| matters for the Board of Education, 
has notified the FCC of its inter- 
/est in a channel. And the tele 
committee is seeking permission 
from the Board for an early pur- 
chase of at least one camera chain 
closed circuit system to be used 
used for testing “house built” 
| packages for in-school use. 

During the past semester, closed 
circuit demonstrations were given 
| in 40 high schools using equipment 
| loaned by a local trade school. 
Further demonstrations will be 
{given at the annual Teachers’ 
' Workshop starting tomorrow (5). 

The thinking appears to be that 
although educators have been get- 
ting good cooperation from the 
local commercial stations, only by 
having their own outlet will the 
full teaching potentialities of video 
be realized. 

Cooperation between the school 
system and commercial! stations 
dates back to 1945, when WBKB 
| telecast a series of 120 programs 
| designed primarily for school kids. 
| Currently, cooperation is in the 
form of public service shows 
usually designed for more general 
out-of-school viewing. The Coun- 
cil also closely scans schedules and 
recommends certain programs 
which have strong educational con- 
tent, such as ABC’s documentary 
“Crusade in Europe” and WNBQ's 
“Zoo Parade.” 

However, in-school teaching help 
from the regular outlets has not 
been enough to warrant mass buy- 
ing of sets for the city’s 500 
schools, it’s pointed out. Mosi of 
the few sets already in the schools 
are found in the social rooms. 

In-School Use 

On the other hand, there are 
2,200 AM-FM receivers scattered 
through the school system. This 
results from the fact that the Coun- 
cil has operated its own FM station 
—WBEZ—since 1942, with a daily 
schedule of programs designed 
specifically for classroom work. 
It’s this experience in the in-school 
use of non-commercial radio that 
lies behind the Council’s wish to 
operate its own tele station some 
| day. 

“If FM is any indication of what 
TV will do in the classroom, we 
educators have a medium almost 
overwhelming in its educational 
_ possibilities,”” George Jennings, the 
|Council’s radio-TV director, de- 
clared. 

Major hurdle, of course, is costs. 
Jennings looks to the day when 
equipment manufacturers will 
| come up with less expensive equip- 
ment especially designed for lim- 
ited transmission. But against the 
costs of transmission, programming 
and reception must be measured 
_the low unit teaching costs of the 
medium, it’s claimed. 


DuMont Labs Earnings 
At $1,780,000 For Ist 
Half of ’50; Sales Up 


DuMont Laboratories will earn 
/approximately $2,700,000 for the 
‘first 24 weeks this vear, as com- 
pared with $1,780,000 during the 
similar period in 1949, Dr. Allen B. 
DuMont, prexy, disclosed at the 
/company’s annual — stockholders 
meet last week in Clifton, N. J. 
As is customary, DuMont did not 
break down the reports into the 
jearnings statement of the broad- 
casting and manufacturing ends of 
the business, but it is believed the 
,network lost money which was 








Nantucket, ' 


Texas Rodeo TV Series | t'"ed on his Sunday night show. It Compensated for by receiver and 


Dallas, July 4. 
America’s first regularly sched- 


_uled television rodeo will take to, 


the air here and will be televised 
each Saturday night on WFAA-TV 
with Jimmy Roy as the impresario 
of the event, 

Roy will preside over an assem- 
blage of professional cowboys and 
cowgirls of the Rodeo Cowboys’ 


ee ; 


mailing, . . 44 


| continued through the first “Haw- 
‘kins Falls” show when one of the 
'characters was shown soaking his 
‘bare feet in a tub. The following 
| week on “Studs Place” Grace, the 
waitress, was caught massaging 
her bunions. Then again on the 
second “Hawkins Falls” stanza, Win 
Stracke, playing a lazybones role, 
| Was shown singing a folk tune with 

his bare feet propped up on a poreh 

> zu) P33 


| transmitter sales. 

' Gross sales for the first 24 weeks 
|of 1950 totaled $26,000,000, com- 
pared with $18,000,000 for the same 
period in 1949. DuMont predicted 
total sales this year would reach 
| $80,000,000, as against $45,000,000 
in 1949. He claimed production 
would have reached a much greater 
rate if the current freeze on new 
stations had not restricted TV's 





4, ,, §Qontinued on page 33) ...... 


a 














en ae ae 


wet 8 ie oe a oe a 


~ mt tt & tel a OS 


— eS 


_—_ ~ 


ulid ot <i aaa. 2... a ee) 








Wednesday, July 5, 1950 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 








Tele Chatter 





New York 


CBS staff director Frank Schaff- 
ner expected to replace Mare 
Daniels as director on “Ford The- 
atre’ when the show resumes in 
the fall. Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency, which packages the series, 
is still seeking a replacement for 
producer Win O’Keefe, who also 
powed off ... NBC's “Kraft TV 
Theatre” taking on 13 more kine- 
scope stations in the fall . .. “Buzz” 
Kilik, producer of NBC’s “Kay 
Kyser Show,” presented with an 
orchid by the technical crew as the 
program checked off for the season 
last Thursday (29) ... Ex-N. Y. 
Yankee star Lefty Gomez guesting 
on “Looking in on Baseball” via 
WPIX tomorrow night (Thurs.). 


Show is packaged by Gene Schoor | 


Productions . . . Two Astor Pic- 
tures execs, Jacques Kopfstein and 
Fred Bellin, set up Atlantic TV 
Corp. to produce and distribute 
films for video . . . Dean Martin 
and Jerry Lewis have inked Mack 
David and Jerry Livingston, writers 
of the score for Walt Disney’s “Cin- 
derella,” to write skits and tunes 
for their new NBC show starting 
this fall . . . Theo Goetz featured 
on NBC’s “Kraft Theatre” July 12 
., . Peggy Lobbin signed for the 
lead on ABC-TV’s “My True Story” 
Friday (7)... “TV Fashion Serv- 
ice,’ new production service for 
video performers, set up 
the direction of Lee Klein . 
Bud Collyer, program host on 
NBC-TV’s “Break the Bank,” sub- 
bing as emcee for Bert Parks dur- 
ing the latter’s four-week junket to 
Europe ... Gordon Duff, alternat- 
ing director on ‘“Philco Play- 
house,” upped by NBC to producer 
and will handle “Lights Out” this 
summer, while regular producer 
Herbert B. Swope, Jr., vacations. 
It’s an Aug. 5 wedding for art 
historian Margot Phoryles and “Big 
Story” film editor Stuart Rosen- 
berg...Bob Dixon of CBS-TV’s 
“Chuck Wagon” left Friday (30) 
as guest of Montana, where he’ll 
shoot a film on the state...Ed 
Cashman, of Kudner agency, to 
Coast for three weeks’ vacation. 


Hollywood 


First four of the completed six 
pictures for television by Gene 
Autry have been scored by Carol 
Cotner. Half-hour films, produced 
by Armand Schaefer, are “Gold 
Dust Charlie,’ “Head For Texas,” 
“The Doodle Bug,” 
ble Switch.”...Manning Ostroff, 
onetime program director of KFWB 
and formerly producer of the Eddie 
Cantor show, has been set by 


KLAC-TV to produce the Al Jarvis | 


daytime television show. The Jar- 
vis layout, beamed five times week- 
ly over KLAC-TV, will undergo 
complete revision at Ostroff’s hand 
..."The Flying Fisherman,” filmed 
by Jerry Fairbanks Productions, 
will be beamed over 15 teevee out- 
lets this month bringing the total 
shows to 56 in a potential market 
of 61 areas.. Gene Lester to N. Y. 
to confer with CBS execs on his 
“Hollywood On the Line’ vidfilm 
series... KTLA has leased 70 films 
for Television Pictures Distribution 
Corp. for telensing locally. Pack- 
age, broken down, consists of 40 
features and 30 westerns . . . Ed- 
mund Lowe has been set to play 
the lead in Ashmead Scott’s “Your 
Witness” over KECA-TV. Show, 
which played for 31 weeks with 
Scott handling the lead, prior to 
bowing off for six weeks, starts 
rolling on July 7... Jerry Fair- 
banks Productions’ vid-film series, 
Crusader Rabbit” will bow on 
KNBH July 15 sponsored by Frisk- 
ies Dog Food. 


Chicago 
Gene Autry’s vidpix set to bow 
on CBS July 23 for Wrigley were 
brought in for a $16,000 nut for 
each of the six films, exceeding 


original estimates, it’s reported 
here.. Lee Bennett emceed first 
WGN-TV telecast from its studios 
at Chi Fair Saturday (1)...Car- 
negie-Illinois Steel Corp. cut 214¢ 
from mill price of special steel 


under | 


and ‘“‘The Dou- | 
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used in TV tubes...Eddie Grubin 
and Tony Santro set for a return 
spot on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” on teeoff session Sept. 3... 
Larry Joslyn joins W. Biggie Leyin 
radio and teevee packaging firm, 
exiting Lou Smith agency ... J. 
Morris Jones, editor of World Book 
Encyclopedia, becomes regular 
panel member of ABC’s “Majority 
Rules” next week...Lillian Gruss 
is new secretary to John Mitchell, 
WBKB~-g.m....New additions at 
teevee devision of Kling Studios 
are Thorlund Thorson, scripter; 
Bill Newton and Bud Koch, anima- 
tors...Don Curtis is leaving N. Y. 
tele work to fill a week’s engage- 
ment at Tenthouse Theatre in 
Highland Park, IIl....Oldsmobile 
;ordered 78 90-second spots on 
WNBQ...Bob Elson pacted to do 
commercials and conduct intermis- 
sion interview session on WBKB’s 
“Community Theatre,” film series 
sponsored by Community Builders 

.WNBQ sales chief John Mce- 
Partlin vacationing this week... 
ABC-TV will beam final four holes 
of Tam O’Shanter golf tourney 
Aug. 15, with George S. May Co. 
picking up tab for the hour tele- 
cast . .. Charles Tracey is new 
WBKB lenser. 


London 





comedy part in Eden 
July 9. Elizabeth Maude and 
| Robert Brown have principal sup- 
porting roles .. . New fortnightly 
|series starts July 12 featuring Al- 
|fred Marks in “Don’t Look Now,” 


| produced by Bill Ward and script- | 


ed by Sid Colin Monckton 
| Hoffe’s “The Faithful Heart” is 
‘being produced by Fred O’Dono- 
|van tomorrow (6) with Ballard 
Berkeley and Jane Barrett ...A 
new vaudeville series, ‘Innocents 
Abroad,” is being produced by 
Richard Afton and Eddie Gray as 
istar... Another new vaude show 


is “Regency Room,” a fortnightly | 


cabaret show being produced by 
| Michael Mills . . . Henry Caldwell 
is producing a series of three Sat- 
urday night revues on alternate 
weeks beginning July 15. . . Topi- 
|cal events in current programs in- 
|clude the Presentation of the Col- 
|ors by the King to the Coldstream 
| Guards, Trygve Lie addressing a 
|meeting of the United Nations 
| Assn., races from Ascot and the 
|Annual Seamanship _ Inspection 
which includes a trip to HMS 
| Worcester. 


Ohio Solons 


Continued from page 27. 











problems would arisé around the 
issue of .shows originating outside 
of Ohio; the showing of newsreels 
the same day the event happened, 
and he added if newsreels had to 


mean a censor in every TV station. 

Hissong declared that his inter- 
pretation of the present law would 
be censorship of films only shown 
by projector. 

Meanwhile, the State’s Liquor 
Control Board has revised its rules, 
stating “Television broadcasting, 
or screening shall be prohibited if 
the advertising portrays pictures 
of women in an immodest or vul- 
gar manner,” and the Board told 
wouldbe liquor advertisers “any 
alcoholic beverage advertising pro- 
gram by radio, television, newspa- 
per, mail or otherwise offering a 
prize upon completion of any con- 
test of whatever nature” is pro- 
hibited. At present there are no 


in this area. ° 


new regulation: 


portray any military subject or any 
picture or reference to Santa 
Claus.” 

Although the Board in the past 
had made reference to feminine at- 
tire and liquor-sponsored giveaway 
| shows, the regulation dealing with 
| Santa and the armed forces is com- 
| pletely new. 








Boston—Several radio personali- 
ties have deserted the Hub for 
their annual vacations. Mildred 
Bailey, director of women’s pro- 
grams on WCOP, Hub’s ABC out- 
let, planed to San Francisco for 
several weeks. Priscilla Fortesque, 
emcee of “Listen Ladies,” femme 
‘show on WEEI, local CBS outlet 
|is spending most of her vacation 
time in Hollywood. Carl DeSuze, 
‘WBZ and WBZ-TV (NBC) 
‘nouncer, headed abroad for a 
‘ three-week looksee at Paris. 


Nancy Price goes over to a light | 
Phillpotts’ | 
_| “The Orange Orchard,” being aired 


giveaway liquor programs known | 


Santa Claus and the nation’s) 
fighting men also come under this | 


“No advertising shall refer or} 


Carl Sandburg Tapes Two 
Folksong Airers for WNBC 


WNBC, Gotham flagship of NBC, 
has taped two 15-minute broadcasts 
with poet Carl Sandburg. Latter 
does a number of American folk- 
songs and chats about the tunes 
with Carl Haverlin, president of 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 

Ted Cott, WNBC general man- 
ager, recorded the _ stanzas last 
week when Sandburg was in N. Y. 
working on ‘“‘A New American Song 
Bag,” folio which BMI will pub- 
lish shortly. One of the items the 
laureate sings is an 1832 number, 
“New York’s a Wonderful Place.” 


Just a Lazy 
Hub Fellows 


: Boston, July 4. 
Harold E. Fellows, general man- 
|ager of WEEI and director of CBS 
| operations in New England, claims 
| title of ‘“‘busiest man in the Hub,” 
|having recently added three more 
|posts to his long string of offices. 
His latest acquisitions are: prez 
of Hub’s Radio Exec Club; veepee 
of Boston Chamber of Commerce, 
'of which he is also a member of 
ithe exec committee, and member 
lof the Committee of Advertising 








\of U. S. Chamber of Commerce. 
In addition; he is chairman of 
the Massachusetts State Broadcast- 
ers Committee and member of the 
Boards of Directors of Advertising 
Club, the Boston Better Business 
Bureau, Greater Boston Develop- 
ment Commission and the Bos 


|tonian Society. He is also on the 


Advisory Committee of the Nation- | 


al Conference of Christians and 
Jews, 


|Alpha Deita Sigma 
|vertising traternity), and the Pub- 
\lic Relations Committee of the 
United Community Services. 

He also finds time to direct the 
destiny of one of Hub’s important 
radio outlets. 


Promotional Value Of 





Leaves Mixed Opinions 


Cincinnati, July 4. 

A spree of burlesques by Scripps- 
Howard WCPO-TV of promotional 
stunts and shows originated by 
Crosley’s WLW-T has a lot of the 
| boys in the trade asking: Is that 
good? And answers vary. One 
|opinion is that the  buffoonery 
rated a laugh first off, and that was 
enough. 

From another corner comes a 
request to Mort Watters that his 





s ‘hands do a repeat of the takeoff | 
be censored in advance it would! of WLW-T’s new “Get on the Line” | 


| giveaway series offering prizes val- 


| ued at more than $1,000 for tune) 


| identifications via the phone. 

That burlesque by WCPO-TV 
' was labeled “Get Off the Hook” 
and followed the initial quizzer by 
a couple of hours. It was unan- 
nounced and renamed all charac- 
ters and products in the Crosley 
station’s program. 

Overall, the goings on have 
stirred up some extra attention for 
both stations and each of them con- 
tinues to report steady increases of 
time sales. 

In fact, John T. Murphy, Cros- 
ley’s director of TV operetions, in 





|a talk before the Louisville (Ky.) | 


| Ad Club, said, “reports show 25% 
of all sets are tuned in for day- 
time programs.” He added; “I do 
not know whether we will proceed 
to program around the clock, but 
| starting next fall we will begin our 
programs at 8:30 in the morning.” 





_WTVN’s ‘Auto Auction’ 


| Columbus, July 4. 
WTVN has made a tieup with 
Joe Toepfner, Studebaker dealer 
here, to sell automobiles via tele- 
vision during a half-hour weekly 
| show scheduled to start July 11. 
| Titled “Auto Auction,” the show 
will be televised from a downtown 
parking lot. Six cars, ranging from 
old to new, will be auctioned off 
/each week. Bids will be taken both 
\from spectators on the scene and 
from viewers by telephone. Chet 
_ Guffy will do the auctioneering. 





| Cleveland — The United Broad- 
|casting Co. has asked for approval 
from the Cleveland City Building 


an- | Department, to spend $215,000 to, 
‘add two floors to its proposed mT 


bAM-TV center, 


a trustee of Arthritis and | 
|Rheumatism Foundation, a mem-| 
'ber of Bapson Institute chapter of | 
(national ad- | 


WCPO-TV Show Takeoffs 


| 


| 
Po 
| tion and giving preference to the 
program proposals and other quali- 
fications of Pilgrim, the Commis- 
sion emphasized that its action 
“flows from the failure of the rec- 
ord to establish a need in the area 
for additional foreign language 
programs.” Had there been an ade- 
quate showing of need, the agen- 
cy indicated, Solimene’s program 
plans might have carried more 
weight in a contest for the fre- 
quency. 


Commission found, on the basis 





amen 





of Boston’s population are foreign- 
born white persons speaking lan- 
guages other than English, and 
that about 20% is native white of 





foreign or mixed parentage from | 


non-English-speaking countr ies. 
| Among the foreign populations of 
| the city there were 58,700 native 
| Italians of foreign or mixed parent- 
lage and 31,555 foreign-born Ital- 


| ians. 


While the Italians are the larg- 
est single national group of foreign 
extraction in the area, the decision 
said, there was no evidence to show 
how many of them are “totally un- 
familiar” with the English lan- 
guage. Furthermore, it added, the 
record failed to determine the ex- 
tent to which existing stations in 
Boston are broadcasting foreign 
language programs or otherwise 
serving the needs of the foreign- 
| born population. 

Solimene proposed to allocate 
about 27% of his broadcast sched- 
ule for foreign language programs 
—Italian, Lithuanian, Russian, 





of the 1940 census, that about 13% | 


FCC Okays Pilgrim Bid 


Continued from page 25 








Syrian, German, Swedish, French, 
Greek, Yiddish and Portuguese. 
Approximately two and one-half 
hours of the daily schedule would 
be devoted to Italian and one-half 
hour to other languages. One of 
the objectives of the broadcasts, he 
said, “would be to encourage the 
members of these foreign language 
groups to learn English and to be- 
come assimilated into the life of 
the community as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

The Commission supported the 
Examiner’s preference for both 
‘Pilgrim and Beacon Broadcasting 
Co. over Solimene, and decided 


|that Pilgrim, because of greater 
familiarity with local needs and 
| conditions, could be expected to 
provide a more representative pro- 
| gram service and one more closely 
attuned to the requirements of the 
area. Commissioner George Ster- 
ling, dissenting, favored Beacon 
because of the radio experience of 
the applicant and the integration 
of ownership with management. 


Pilgrim is owned by 22 Bay State 
citizens, none holding more than a 
10% interest. President of the 
company is Joseph A. Dunn. Man- 
ager of the station will be Arthur 
|E. Haley, who has been employed 
|for the past three years as time 
‘salesman for WBMS in Boston. 
| Company plans a staff of 26 em- 
| ployees and to employ all qualified 
| persons formerly with WORL who 
were not involved in any irregu- 
larities in the operation of the sta- 
tion. 
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tions for performers 


We stipulate such 


If the networks fear 


for performers in the 





! 








T0 


AND 
NETWORK MANAGEMENT 


There are no strings to this offer. 
would appreciate a reciprocal offer by TvA 
for the Screen Guilds to go ahead with ne- 
gotiations in the field of televised motion 
pictures, but our proposal is not contingent 
upon such offer by TvA. 





AUTHORITY 





On May 5 last, Screen Actors Guild urged 
you to speed contract negotiations for per- 
formers in live television shows. 


Because of the existing deplorable condi- 


in live television, we 


again urge you to negotiate improvements 
for such performers without further delay. 


negotiations shall be 


without prejudice to the rights of any party 
to enlarge the scope of negotiations after the 
pending NLRB proceedings are concluded. 


this would be an unfair 


labor practice, we hereby publicly waive any 
right to bring such charge. 


If TVA fears this might set a precedent 
in NLRB proceedings, we hereby publicly 
waive that precedent. 


We 


We again urge you to start negotiations 


field of live television. 


(Signed) 


SCREEN ACTORS GUILD 
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Beefs Cue Collapse of Western BB 


Recreations; Hofheinz Squawks 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Alan Miner’s Western Radio Net- 
work pulled an el foldo Friday (30) 
as a result of pressure brought to 
bear on its 18 affiliates carrying 
recreations of the American and 

National League baseball games 
came from both the 
and National Leagues, 
Mutual, Don Lee and Liberty Net 
work These parties wired each 
individual station using the West 
ern recreations, advising them that 
they were not “pleased” with their 


Pressure 
American 


Western's) airing of the games 
This move was made because Lib- 
erty and Mutual, combined, laid 


out $200,000 for the rights to these 
recreations. Western was sending 
out the games, with Hal Berger an- 
nouncing, though it had not paid 
for the rights. 

Western merely had a reporter in 
the stands make note of three or 
four innings at a time and then 
phone the results to Audio-Video 
Studios where Berger was work 
ing. Other webs are using Western 
Union for their transmission and 
paving for the use of the wire serv- 
ice which in turn pays the Leagues 
for the right to carry the intorma- 
tion concerning the ball games. 





Following the wires received by 
the 18 stations in this area, six 
Western outlets immediately can- 
celled out. AS a result Western 
wired the remaining 12 stations in- 
forming them that Friday (30) 
would be the final recreation. 

Hofheinz’s BB Squawks 
Washington. July 4 
4 compiaint against the Liberty 


Broadcasting System of Dallas for 
carrying programs “which create 
the impression that they are 
witness accounts oi baseball games 
in the American and _ National 
Leagues” was filed with the FCC 
week by Roy Hofheinz. owner 
ot KTHT, Houston. Actually, said 
the complaint, the broadcasts origi 
nate in Dallas “and fabricated 
from telegraph reports and the an- 
nouncer’s imagination.” 

Hofheinz, who filed the com 
plaint as a member of the law firm 
of Hofheinz & Stephen, charged 
that ‘a conscious and deliberate 
effort” is made in the broadcasts 
to give the impression of play-by- 
play descriptions from the scene 
of the games. 


The complaint charges that al- 
though an opening announcement 
is made that the description is “re- 
constructed” it doubts “that the 
average listener understands what 
is meant by a ‘reconstructed’ game 
even if he hears the announce- 
ment.” Use of “obviously recorded” 
crowd noises, including cheering 
and applause, complaint declares, | 
“contributes to the delusion that 


eve- 


last 


are 


| ference 


an actual broadcast is being made.” | 


Hofheinz contends _ that the 





, 

















broadcasts are in violation of a 
Commission regulation which pro- 
vides that ‘a licensee shall not 
attempt affirmatively to creaie the 
impression that any program being 
broadcast by mechanical reproduc- 
consists of live 
further 
character of 


tions talent.” 
that 


the 


Complaint asserts 


the spurious 
giving 
black eve 


method is broadcasting it 


self a Even the stations 


have not been guiliv of the 
have received numerous 
about the broadcasts. 
are confused and 
are resentful Those who 
understand what a ‘reconstruc 
game is regard the attempt 
affront to their intelligence.” 
Hofheinz adds that the _ broad- 
casts are “spawning petty rackets 
and gambling.” In Houston, he 
charges, “unscrupulous operators 
have taken advantage of unknow 
ing listeners by inducing them to 
bet on games the outcome of which 
is already known to the operators 
Innocent listeners have been prey 
for this racket because of their im 
pression that they are listening to 


which 
practice 
complaints 
Listeners many 
full) 
ted 
an 


as 


the actual game in progress. where 
as it may have been over for some 
time.” 

Liberty feeds its broadcasts 
through its own station. KLIF, in 
Dallas, to a network of 39 stations 
Its baseball service is carried in 
Houston by KATL 

Liberty recently filed a com 
plaint with the Commission to re- 
cover $18,600 from Western Union 


fo. retroactive reparations it 
claimed is due it on service charges 
for WU's baseball 


which FCC found 


sports service, 


excessive 





| Koussevitzky 


| 








Continued from page 23 =! 


conductors 
(Leonard 
Carvalho. 


from among 
Bernstein, Eleazar de 
et al.). and that during 
the Berkshire administration he’s 
been running the Festival “for the 
Americas and America’s. gified 
pupils.” Further, Koussevitzky put 
himself on record that he would 
withdraw responsibility for any of 
the concerts save those that he 
himself and his pupils conduct. 

At the end of the interview, Fas- 
set asked Koussevitzky if he really 
wanted it to go out on the air as 
given. The conductor insisted that 
it should, asserting that if it wasn’t 
carried, he would call a press con- 
himself to express his 


his pupils 


views. 
Over the the past weekend Kous- 


| sevitzky asked for a recording of 


the interview. After listening to 
it, he remained just as adamant. 
requesting only the deletion of 
personal comment anent the Italian 


conductor. 
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Divorcement of film pro- 
ducers from theatre ownership 
is putting Hollywood on a 
free enterprise basis which 
should mean better motion 
pictures, Morris Ernst declared 
in a speech here last week be- 
fore the American Newspaper 
Guild. Relating his part in 
the breakup of studios and ex- 
hibitors, the lawyer-economist 
told the Guild: 

“Representing some of the 
large independent motion pic- 
ture producers, I had the joy 
of urging a divorce in the mo- 
tion picture industry It is 
enough that people produce 
pictures. That is a man-sized 


job. They need not own all of 
the dominant key theatres of 
the nation. 

“The Supreme Court de- 
clared a divorce and now, lif 
you please, there is no ques- 
tion among the smart people 
in the business end of Holly: 


wood that the motion picture 
industry has its first chance in 
the history of that great indus- 


try to get on a sound eco- 
nomic basis because by di- 
vorce we have approached 


more closely to free enterprise 
in its real terms, because the 
producer of a picture now 
must make a picture for pub- 
lic acceptance and not have in 
the back of his head, ‘I own a 
theatre, a thousand theatres 
They have to take anything I 
produce, and they have to push 
‘ie 








Ernst 


am Continued from 
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| 
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and it will be sent so much 
cheaper than the local owner of a 
newspaper can conceivably employ 
the people to set the type or to 
write the words, that all that may 
be left unless we are careful is 
the facsimile-robotizing of national 
and international items of the 
minds of the American people. 

“There will be no choices 
discriminations and selections, 
things that make life difficult but 
worthwhile. And there will be 
added only the first few pages olf 
local advertising and local news. 

“The economic question that 
must be explored is. who owns fac- 
simile, who owns this great new 
pipeline? Will it be just three or 
tour? They can be the most blessed 
people known to God, and they are 
not good enough. No three of us 
can be good enough because three 
people is too few, because when 
only three groups of power get to- 
gether we know what happens.” 


and 
the 








Sammy Kaye 
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series of radio-TV shows to be 

built around disk jockevs selected 

from nationwide key cities. 
Shortly thereafter, Kaye charges 


| by appropriating the idea and 
| turning it over to Liggett & Myers. 
| Stick-swishers format was alleged- 
ily used on “ABC’s of Music,” which 
| preemed on CBS May 31 with 
| Sweeter sponsoring. Show has 
}emcee Robert Q. Lewis interview- 
‘ing disk jocks. 


a 


Agencies Rap 


Continued from page 25 

















‘gan for July 1. Although it favors 
,co-ops for some clients (whose 
;competition uses co-ops), Grey says 
;that co-ops are poor builders of 
;consumer goodwill. It adds that 
{co-ops tend to be “simply another 
jform of ¢liscount” resulting in a 
_two-price system. 

“No matter how many controls 
are set up, huge loopholes remain 
through which the retailer can— 
!and does—maneuver’ evasively,” 
Grey declares. ‘Moreover, since 
{the allowance is really a bribe. 
the manufacturer can’t be too strict 
in insisting on contract observ- 
ance.” It says that the manufac- 
turer may be charged at a higher 
rate than the retailer is paying. 

Other critics of the co-ops say 
_that there is a good deal of “chisel- 
ing based on false invoices.” But 
their chief objection is that the 
retailer really is plugging himself, 
rather than building up the desira- 
bility of the manufacturer's prod- 
uct. If co-ops were agency-con- 
trolled, the agencies believe, they'd 
be more efficient for the manufac- 


Skitch Henderson, WNBC, N. Y., disk jockey-pianist, today (Wed) 
will devote his stint to kudosing Metro star Judy Garland, who recently 


attempted suicide. 


Henderson, who knows the actress-singer from the 


Coast, will spin her records in a tribute to her “warm and wonderful 


talents.” 


The bandléader, in a pitch to give the Saturday segment of his 
cross-the-board show a juve slant, is inviting moppets under nine years 
old to visit the studio where he'll play keyboard duets with them. 


ABC is launching a $400,000 ad campaign in national magazines te 


boost its audiences. 


will be paid for in cash, 


Some of the ads will be on a swap basis, but most 
via BBD&O. 


It’s considered .the largest 


expenditure for consumer advertising of any of the webs, and is in addi- 
tion to ABC's trade and newspaper ads and those of its o-and-o sta- 


tions 
Ted 

for SIX 

Coronet 


Oberfelder, 


ad-promotion-research 
pages in Look, five in Collier's, four in Esquire and four in 
Campaign will start in September and will plug the web’s 


director, has contracted 


sports, TV, daytime, and news programs, as well as specific evening 


and Sunday) where ABC feels it’s 


lineups (such as Thursday, Friday 
dominant. 

Harry Sosnik, who batoned the 
Revue’ 


orch on CBS-TV’'s “54th Street 


and has been conducting other pop music programs, is guest- 


conducting on “Main Street Music Hall” over CBS. Subbing for Alfredo 


Antonini, he fronted the 


“Main Street” 


orch (which includes semi- 


classical tunes in its repertoire), Sunday (2) and does a repeat next 


Sunday (9). 


He’s also doing “By Popular Demand,” the Mark Goodson-Bill Tod- 


man package with Robert 


week wrote the 
organization 
Group reportedly is 
television ownership in New York City. 


C. &. 
charging 
Hooper 


Hooper last 
that another 
identification. 


Alda emceeing, 
replacement for “This Is Show Business” 


which started as summer 
on CBS-TV Sunday (2). 





Business Bureau 
is calling homes and using the 
surveying the extent of 
Hooper told the BBB that he’s 


National Better 


concerned with this misuse of his name because of the “highly contro- 


versial industry issue” involved. 


turer's purpose—creating goodwill 
for his brand. They cite cases of 
companies which pour a lot oft 


money into co-ops, only to be out- 
stripped by firms concentrating on 
national advertising. 

Meanwth le, dealer co-ops are tak- 
ing an inrreasing proportion of the 
national ad dollar, with proponents 
claiming that they enable the man- 
ufacturer to double his buying pow- 


er by getting the local time rate, 
which is generally lower than the’ 
national rate. But there is a grow- 


ing movement to equalize national, 
local and spot rates. 


Boston U’s AM-TV Course 


Boston, July 4 
Boston 
offering a 
beginning with the 
tabbed “Legal Aspects 
Radio and Television.” 
Slanted to meet demand 
trained execs in broadcasting in- 
dustry, course will give students 


know-how of operations of FCC 
and an understanding of legal 
problems confronted by industry 
citing decisions by the courts. 
Richard B. Dellheim, Hub attor- 


The hep directors of 


University are new 
fall 


of 


course 
term, 


for 


“ney, has been signed to handle the 


lectures. 





San Antonio — ‘“Whaley’s Baili- 
wick” featuring Bud Whaley as 
disk jockey-m.c. telecast for a half- 
hour each Saturday night 





Richards 


Continued from page 35 ee 








events he is reputed to have at- 
tended, Cottone asked the medico, 
“wouldn't vou be likely to stretch 
your professional conscience for a 
wealthy patient who is also a good 
friend?” The reply was firmly 
negalive. 

Pursued Cottone: ‘‘Would it be 
less hazardous for Richards to ap- 
pear if special arrangements were 
made for his testimony to be given 
in other than a public hearing.”’ 

Replied Dr. Thomas: “If he had 
a quiet talk with the examiner it 
would probably be alright, but not 
if counsel were present.’ 

During his 90 minutes on the 
stand, Dr. Thomas said that Rich- 
ards, 61, is a victim of coronary oc- 
clusion and angina pectoris, and 
an X-ray showed a definite enlarge- 
ment of the heart. Thomas con- 
tended that Richards’ life would 
be endangered if he were put un- 
der grilling by government coun- 
sel. 

Hugh Fulton, chief counsel for 
Richards, absented himself from 
the last few days of the hearing to 
turn his attention to other clients, 
among them being Duke of Wind- 
sor and Technicolor. Burden of 


combating Cottone’s gruelling ex- 
amination of Reynolds fell to Jo- 
'seph Burns. 


| 


over | 


| KEYL has been given an additional | 





of participating sponsors. 


: : A Spates “tte /30 minutes making the program a| 
in his suit, CBS violated his rights full hour. Program has a maximum 





Detroit — Charles Penman, for- 
merly associated with NBC and 
CBS, has joined the WWJ produc- 
tion staff. Penman, before going 


_to the nets, was on the WJR staff 
‘in Detroit. 














We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


ROYAL DESSERTS 
STOKELY FOODS 
SWANSDOWN CAKE MIX 
PACKARD MOTORS 
BIRD'S EYE FOODS 

BON AMI 


BROMO SELTZER 
CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 
COLGATE DENTAL CREAM 
PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 


HILL'S CASCARA QUININE 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV,aCBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


WJBK-AM «TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, ELCORADO 5.2455 


Nationally by 


THE 





KATZ AGENCY, INC 
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Inside Television 


Indie packager Bernard Prockter denied this week that he had been 
forced to fire two of the top leads from his upcoming “T-Men” tele- | 
vision show because the program's sponsor had objected to their alleged 
Communist leanings. 

Two actors, whom Prockter declined to identify, reportedly were | 
included in the list of alleged Communist sympathizers in radio and | 
TV published recently by Counterattack magazine. According to Prock- | 
ter, whoever started the rumor saw their names in the list, discovered 
they weren't to be on the show permanently and tried to correlate the | 
two facts. He declared the men were used for the show’s kinescope | 
audition but that neither had been assigned a permanent role even prior | 
to publication of the list. Both are competent actors, he said, and if | 
the need arises again for their services, they will be used. | 

Prockter denied that Chrysler, which is to sponsor the show on ABC- 
TV in the fall, had complained about the two actors and ordered him 
not to use them. 


Alsco Corp., which has signed to bankroll a new show starring Wendy 
Barrie on NBC-TV starting in August, has discovered a unique way 
to tie in video with its sales promotion activities. Outfit, which manu- 
factures aluminum storm windows and doors, has ordered six prints of 
the show’s kinescope audition for circulation among its 22 assembly 
plants. There, the local sales managers will screen the prints for their 
staffs to give the salesmen an opportunity to start building merchandise 
tieins immediately. Prints are also to be screened at Alsco’s national 
convention, scheduled for next Tuesday (11) in Chicago, at which Miss 
Barrie will also make an appearance. Program, to be titled “Through 
Wendy’s Window,” will be a 15-minute weekly offering. 


“Production Pointers—For More Effective Television Commercials” 
has just been published by Broadcast Advertising Bureau. 

Looseleaf publication gives practical tips on TV advertising in 22 
different categories. For example, florists are told that to make flowers 
look dewy fresh they should be sprayed with water containing a drop 
of ink shortly before being put in front of the cameras. Silverware 
merchants are shown how to construct a canopy which will give them 
the best lighting. 

In addition to the specialized info for various kinds of items, advice 
on graphic art and general effects is given. Among these are tips on) 
making break-away furniture, fire flicker, rain, steam, photo murals, etc. 

Material for the current release (which will be expanded shortly) 
was furnished by Richard L. Linkroum and John A. De Mott, both of 
CBS-TV. Work was edited by Charles A. Batson of BAB. 


Ed Lamb’s WIVN Expands 


Columbus, July 4. 


WTVN, the Edward Lamb sta- 
tion here, which began daily tele- 
casting at 10 a.m. on June 12 and 
9:30 a.m. telecasting a week later, 
recently added eight more to its 
studio staff. They are: 

Richard Robbins, sales and pro-| 
duction; Charles W. Hunter, sales; | 
James Lapp, production; Robert | 
Swisher, film editor; Kevin Burn, 
cameraman; Donna Kelly, recep-| 
tionist, and Glade Grable and Wil- 
liam Barber, engineers. 


Webs Call Turn | 


Continued from page 27 




















house-built. Among these are its 
Sunday night vaudeo show with the 
rotating name emcees, which will 
be bankrolled by Colgate; the Mar- | 
tin and Lewis package for Wednes- 
day night, probably being spon- 
sored by Buick, and the Groucho 
Marx show, to be sponsored by De- 
Soto Thursdays, which was recent- | 
ly bought by the web in a package 


| deal. 


While no network exec will go} 
on record as saying so, their off-| 
the-record remarks indicate they 
expect this new control over pro-| 
gramming to pay off rating-wise. | 
Each of the webs, for example, has+ 
several programs which apparent- | 


|ly satisfy both the advertiser and | 
ithe agency, even though they are | 


not among the Hooper and Nielsen | 
leaders. Once the contracts for | 
these shows expire, the webs will 
be able to demand that the adver- | 


| tisers either kick through with suf- | 


| ficient money to buy a better pro- 


Move by Holiday Hotel, Swartswood, N. J., resort, to stop the ABV-TV | 
stanza “Holiday Hotel” from using the name, was dismissed by New | 
York supreme court Justice Henry Clay Greenberg last week. 

Judge ruled that there wasn’t proof the web, sponsor (Packard), and 
agency (Young & Rubicam) had “intent to deceive or mislead the 
public.” Hotel had claimed that prospective guests said they didn’t | 
want to go’to a hotel like that depicted on the video show. 


Howdy Doody, NBC television’s puppet character, is scheduled to 
launch a comic strip Oct. 1 as his latest outside activity. Strip, to be 
written and drawn by Milt Neil and Chad Rathkopf and syndicated by 
United Features, will tee off as a Sunday feature, going daily about the 
first of the year. 

“Howdy” character, which is owned by Martin Stone Associates, is 
already featured in a monthly comic book published by Dell and is soon 
to appear in one of the “Golden Book” series. Initial print order on 
the latter, according to Stone, is 1,500,000 copies. 


CBS-TV, continuing its search for more studio space in N. Y., has 
leased the Town Theatre at 55th street and Ninth avenue and the 
Peace House at 109th street and Fifth avenue for conversion into video 
studios ~»by next fall. Town, owned by the Brandt circuit, is the first 
filmery in Manhattan to be taken orer for TV. Peace House was leased 
from the Shuberts. 

CBS plans to convert the entire orchestra of the Town, a 1,568- 
seater, into a 71x75-foot studio, capable of handling the largest dra- 
matic shows or audience-participation programs. Peace House will be 
reconverted into a 68x77-foot studio, with a 30-foot ceiling. CBS’ take- | 
over of the two theatres follows by a few weeks NBC's purchase of the 
Hudson, former legit house. 


The $1,000 awarded WWJ, Detroit, last spring by the Alfred T. 
DuPont Foundation for outstanding public service during 1949 has_ 
been matched by WWJ-The Detroit News, and the funds used to pro- 
vide television sets for 12 schools and deserving institutions in the 
Detroit area. Harry Bannister, general manager of WWJ, WWJ-FM, 
and WWJ-TV, made the presentations Thursday (29) at ceremonies in | 
the WWJ auditorium. 


_ The Zenith Radio Corp. is standing firm against the downward trend 
in tele set prices. Retail tags on the 23 new models previewed last 
week before Zenith distribs were generally comparable to last season 
prices. Retail listings range from $179.95 for a 12-inch model to $695 
for a 19-inch combination. Latter set, reflecting trend towards larger 
screens, is Zenith’s first 19-incher. 

Optional with the new sets is a remote control tuning device. Com- 
pany is sticking with its round screen on all models. 


Robert Coe, former veepee and manager of the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX, has been retained by the Schine interests as a special con- 
Sultant on radio and television. He’s now trouble-shooting the outfit’s 
WPTR, Albany, where W. Russell David continues as veepee and gen- 
eral manager. Coe is expected to be a key figure in the Schines’ pro- 
Jected theatre television plans. 





| 
which reports it has been received | 


Texas Station Reports 
Viewing In Pennsylvania 


San Antonio, July 4. 


by a viewer in Harrisburg, Pa., | 
some 1,450 miles away. WOAT-| 
TV thus beats the claim of WTCN, | 
Minneapolis, which was viewed in| 
Tyler, Tex., about 1,200 miles dis- 


| 
| 
gram (which would be packaged by | 
the network), or else give up the| 


| time to one of the clients waiting 


in line who would be willing to 
meet the web’s terms. 
Entire situation, it is noted, re- 


|sembles that which obtained dur- 
| ing the early days of radio. 


When 
time was to be had on the AM net- 
works for the asking, it was the 
agencies which brought in their 
own shows and decided how they 


| would be handled. Then, when the 


webs reached an SRO position, 
they took over program control, 
with the latter phase culminating 
in the recent scramble to buy the 
top-name talent on an exclusive 
basis. In radio, however, the agen- 
cies still control much of the pro- 
gramming, and that factor is ex- 
pected to continue in view of the 
cream AM time now going begging. 











| 
| 


College Sophs | 





*gram star. 


_—_—ue Continued from page '' Qo 


addition they had no previous 


_years’ grades). 


Following filling out of the ques- , 
tionnaire, the grades for the vears 
1948 and 1949 were marked down 
opposite the name of the student. 
Then the names were covered and 
facts extracted. 

According to some-of the find- 


_ings, one out of every five students 
'has a TV set. 


Topping all fields 
of program preference in the top. 
three classes were sports events, 
with football first and baseball and 
wrestling tied in second place. 
Milton Berle was the favorite pro- 
Western films nosed 
out Arthur Godfrey for second 
place with the sophomores, while 
Dave Garroway was the seniors’ 
second choice. 











Dry-Runs 


Continued from page 27 





studio. 


its plant to the studio loading docks 
when a client uses NBC sets and 
props. Any other trucking is to 
| be billed as usual. 





| CBS Drops Sat. 


Continued from page 27 








be, but it is known that the web, 
had an actual deal with the Gar- | 
den instead of merely an option, | 
with the rights said to have sold for 
$125,000. Unless the network on, 


its own can find another buyer for | 
the package, it is believed it will | 
have to forfeit part or all of that 
money. 

Reasoning behind the web’s de- 
cision is strictly a financial one. 
On the basis of inking Sinatra to) 
an exclusive radio and TV pact last 
week, the projected Sinatra TV 
show will be a house package, same 
as “Sing It.” Thus, the web will 
benefit financially on beth shows 
from both a packaging and time 
sale standpoint. 

On “Sing It,” Arrid and Sterling 
Drug had each bankrolled 15-min- 
ute segments of the radio show, 
with Sterling slated to drop out at 
the end of the current cycle. Arrid | 
is now expected to take the show | 
on both radio and TV, and CBS| 
hopes Sterling will reconsider its 
decision to cancel on the basis of 
the simulcast and return in the 
fall. Sinatra program is to be sold 
in half-hour segments, with Speidel | 
reportedly having evidenced con- 
siderable interest in taking the first 
half-hour in the fall. 

Definite plans for the Sinatra. 
program will await the singer’s re- | 
turn from Europe at the end of the 
month. He flew to London Friday | 
(30) to start a two-week stand at 
the Palladium July 10. Army, be-| 
cause of the Korean situation, has 
cancelled Sinatra’s trip to Ger-! 
many to entertain the U. S. troops 


iship of DuMont’s B stock. 


'T. Goldsmith, Jr., 


Garden Plan 





there, so he’ll return to N. Y. soon- 
er than originally expected. Jack 
Benny, meanwhile, who’s currently 
at the Palladium, will make the 
junket to Germany as planned, 
since the Army scheduled him sev- 
eral months ago. 


DuMont 
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growth. He predicted a color de- 
cision by the FCC in September, 
but no lift on the freeze until next 
spring. Because of the necessary 
hearings and paper work to be 
done, DuMont said, he did not 
think more than 30 new stations 
would be built in 1951, 100 in 1952 
and 150 the following year. Du- 
Mont also disclosed that all suits 
with RCA have been settled and 
that the two companies are now 
exchanging licenses. 

Stockholders reelected the full 
slate of directors, with Paramount 
again placing three members on 
the board to represent its owner- 
Direc. 
tors include DuMont, Leonard F. 
Cramer, Bruce T. DuMont, Thomas 
David Van Al- 
styne, Jr., Barney Balaban, Edwin 
L. Weisl and Paul Raibourn. Lat- 
ter three ‘ave the Par representa- 
tives. Directors later reelected the 
incumbent officers, including Dr. 
DuMont, prexy; Cramer, veepee; 
Raibourn, treasurer; Bernard Good- 
win, secretary; Arthur Israel, Jr., 
assistant secretary, and Irving Sin- 
ger, assistant treasurer. 











Web does not plan to 
' charge for trucking required from 


SHORTS — 


WANTED 
TELEVISION | 


for 


MEXICO—CUBA—BRAZIL 
ALL LATI" AND 
SOUTH AMERICAN TERRITORIES 


SUBJECTS SUITED TO LATIN TEMPERAMENT 
AND PSYCHOLOGY CONSIDERED 


FEATURES 





= = ne aM 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE—NO BARRIER 








er I 


WILL ADVANCE DUBBING COSTS 
SUBJECTS TO BE DUBBED 
INTO SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE 


AT 


-R. K. 0. CHURUBUSCO STUDIO, 
MEXICO CITY 


Another contender in the long- 


distance freak 
Sweepstakes 


tele reception 
is WOAI-TV here, 








“MOPTY" 
Currently 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA | 








tant. 
WOAI-TYV bid is based on a let- | 


ter from Silom Horwitz of Harris- 


burg, who wrote that on June 20, 
he picked up the Texas station on 
Channel 4 and’ watched “Tele-' 
news,” a spot commercial and 
“Kukla, Fran and Ollie.” He cited 
some local news items and the 
sponsor. 

Station says it has gotten mail 


,from almost half the states of the 
/union, most of them in the mid- 


west, with Indiana leading in num-| 
ber of letters received, 





Houston — Terry Hamilton Lee 
has resigned as veepee and com-| 
mercial manager of KXYZ here to 
become director of sales for 


KPRC-TV. Lee will take over say! 


new duties July 15. 


TOUTE Le 


| charge will range from $45 to $65 


NBC also set new rates for non- 
camera rehearsal in regular broad- 
cast studios, to permit clients to 
get used to the studios where pos- 
sible before camera rehearsal 
starts. Web pointed out, though, 
that occupation of the studios by 
other programs might tie them up_ 
to prevent the dry runs. Where a 
dry run is possible in a broadcast 
studio, the web will charge $30 to 
$45 per hour if no sets are used, 
depending on the size of the studio. 
If a dry run is held with sets, the 


CALL OR WRITE 


per hour. All charges for dry re- 
hearsals are to be subject to the 
regular 15% agency commission. 


127 S. Broadway 





Louisville—Bill Polglase is sum- 
mer replacement announcer on 





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


FRANK FOUCE 


PAN AMERICAN 
TELEVISION CORPORATION 


Tel. MU. 5713- MI. 1776 





Los Angeles 12, Calif. 








WAVE. He’s a Fordham graduate. | 
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fests are bridged by recorded in-. 
| strumental music interludes, all. 
shaping for an informative half-| 
hour. Local listeners are sure to 
have their civic pride boosted sev- 


RADI 








! 
of its relaxed pitch. Script and same success, although his hours 
patter, a pleasant blend of hep are not as choice. He airs trom 
language and slang, avoid the pit- | 11:15 to 11:30 a.m. and from 1:15 
falls of many jazz and dixieland ,to 4:45 p.m.—when the Allen- 
crusades, emphasis being put on | Gowdy team describe Yankee base- 











Radio Reviews — 




















held down to a few minutes apiece. 
On the first stanza, Lucy Monroe, 
the “star spangled soprano,” made 
some effectively sincere comments 


about her work for the National 
Amputation Foundation. Albert 
Dekker, on the other hand, gave 


an adult critique of the character, 
Willy Loman, which Dekker is 
playing in “Death of a Salesman.” 
This was by far the most impres- 
sive portion of the show. 
Selections of the few disks 
played on the show revealed a con- 
fused pattern. The playing ot a 
hot number by Gene Krupa’s orch, 
while providing an opening for 
Rogers to remark that Krupa once 
played in his band, was completely 
out of focus with the rest of the 
proceedings. Herm. 


THE 38TH PARALLEL 
With Burt Blackwell, Bob Kay, 

George Patterson, Bill Polglase, 

announcer 
Producer-director-writer: 

dapp 
30 Mins.; Tues. (27), 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WAVE, Louisville 

On the alert to bring timely 
stuff to listeners in the Louisville 
area, WAVE _ production _ staff 
hopped on the air with a drama- 
documentary on the Korean situa- 
tion. Show dramatized what is now 
taking place in Korea, as well as 
giving a background for present 
events going back to the early 
1900’s and leading up to date. 
Dramatization followed the Korean 
political fortunes, through the 
Russo - Japanese War, abdication 
of the Emperor when the country 
came under Japanese domination, 
Korea’s role in World War II and 
since, all given searching treat- 
ment, and. program outlined fact 
that the cause of Korean liberation 
since 1922 had been kept before 
the attention of the world. 

Obviously considerable research 
went into this show, and a pat on 
the back should go to Bill Hodapp 
for this, as well as a swell job of 
producing - directing. Cast was 
small, consisting of Burt Black- 
well, George Patterson and Bob 
Kay. Japanese and Russian ac- 
cents were quite authentic, and 
element of suspense was well sus- 
tained. Musical bridges were well 
selected recordings. 

Closing of the show made clear 
to listeners the exact situation, 
how Japanese troops north of 38° 
were turned over to the Soviet, 
while those south of that parallel 
were alloted to the Allies. Ex- 
plained that the northern territory 
was industrial, while the southern 
area was agricultural. As closer, 
latest dispatches on the war situa- 
tion from the wire services were 
read. 

Keeping step with the newspa- 
per headlines, WAVE by dramatic 
treatment was able to accent the 
important events which are taking 
place now, as well as give a realis- 
tic and informative background to 
an idealogical cold war which now 
becomes hot. Wied. 


MIRACLE IN ISRAEL 
With Eddie Cantor 
15 Mins.; Mon. (3), 11:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WNBC, New York 

Eddie Cantor transcribed 
report on Israel for the United 
Jewish Appeal in the Holy Land. 
The comic delivered a founded 
commentary on the situation in 
the new country, covering the 
progress il’s making in building 
homes and factories and rehabili- 
tating refugees from all over the 
world. It was an emotional airer, 
intermingling humor and pathos. 
Serious notes included the story 
of war orphans, while the lighter 
notes included Cantor’s anecdote 
about a citizen eating a full meal 
in a restaurant and explaining that 
by mistake he'd received his with- 
ho!ding tax instead of his paycheck. 

It added up to a moving review 
of what UJA funds are being used 
for and an appeal for continued 
support. Bril. 


Bill Ho- 





TERKEL TIME 


With Studs Terkel, John Conrad, 
Jack Haskell, 


Connie Russell, 

Art Van Damme quintet 
Producer-director: Parker Gibbs 
Writers: Marvin David, Frank Wait 
3@ Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, frem Chicago 

“Terkel Time,” NBC’s summer 
insert in the tough 11 a.m. spot, is 


this | 


stanza heard (28) was pretty stand- 


ard, including the inevitable 
ran across this in the paper the 
other day” note. A good touch, 


however, was the gentle lampoon- 
ing soap-opera sketch. 

Music was definitely on par for 
shows of .this type, with Connie 
Russell and Jack Haskell turning 
in their usual fine chirping jobs. 
Miss Russell was especially good 
selling “Cinderella Work Song.” 
while Haskell scored with “‘La Vie 
en Rose.” The Art Van Damme 
quintet supported in nice fashion. 

Comedy touch was added by 
John Conrad as the funnyman who 
always laughs at his own stale 
jokes—a switch that makes it easy 
for the writers but could be soon 
overdone. Dave. 
LEAVE IT TO JOAN 
With Joan Davis, Joseph Kearns, 

Willard Waterman, Mary Jane 

Croft, Gerald Mohr: Lyn Mur- 

ray, conductor; Bob Stevenson, 

announcer 
Producer-director: Dick Mack 
Writers: Mack, Jessie Goldstein, 

John Rapp, Lee Karson 

30 Mins.; Mon., 10 a.m. 


Sustaining 

CBS, from Hollywood 

Joan Davis’ stint as warm 
weather replacement for “My 


makes an enjoyable 
situation comedy with a heaping 
helping’ of gags distributed 
throughout the course of the pro- 
ceedings. Miss Davis is reviving 
her bungling department. store 
salesgirl who snared a CBS spon- 
sor last season. She still makes 
an appealing character. And 
there’s a frank, down-to-earth 
quality in the humorous handling 
of the gal who is candidly after a 
man—any man. 

Preem show Monday (3) dealt 
with Miss Davis’ posing as an heir- 
ess to impress a chauffeur posing 
as his multi-millionaire boss. Sit- 
uation, while stock and predictable, 


Friend Irma” 





provided material for some ood 
laughs. Bril. 
CURRENT STATUS OF FILM 


BUSINESS 
With Gloria Swanson, 

rath, others 
25 Mins.; Tues. (27), 10:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 

An interesting, and generally 
successful, experiment in panel 
broadcasting here had Gloria 
Swanson participating with Glen 
Walrath, of WPTR; C. R. (Tip) 
Roseberry, of The Times-Union; 
| John Tuohey, of Junior Chamber 
ot Commerce, and Mrs. Virginia 
Knorr, president of Women’s Club, 
in a discussion of “the basic rea- 
sons for the current indifference 
to good films.” Origination was 
from the Palace theatre, as part of 
a two-day visit by Miss Swanson to 
advertise her forthcoming pic, 
“Sunset Boulevard.” Shrewd show- 


Glen Wal- 


man-minded Miss Swanson _ inte- 
grated the theatre audience into 


‘the proceedings, by asking it to 
| indicate, via applause, agreement 
| with points made or arguments ad- 
| vanced. This gave life and lift to 
the discussion, although at times 
| it caused participants to forget 
| dead-center miking. 

| Miss Swanson, a facile, per- 
suasive speaker, dominated the de- 
| bate, although she afforded her 
colleagues plehty of opportunity to 
‘talk. Walrath, asst. program man- 
ager of WPTR and moderator, con- 
tributed considerably to an un- 
interrupted flow of exchangeable 
‘opinions. The well-informed Rose- 
berry—before the war he served 


as film critic for The Knicker- 
bocker News—and the _ pleasant- 


voiced Tuohey made pertinent ob- 
servations. Mrs. Knorr was un- 
usually emphatic in arguing that 
“message pictures” are one reason 
or the current boxoffice situation. 
She insisted they “are education, 
not entertainment, and should be 
confined to two-reel shorts.” 
Jaco. 


KENTUCKIANA AT WORK 
With Lee Smith 
30 Mins.; Sun. (neon) 
Sustaining 
WLOU, Louisville 

Fine job of public relations is 
the production effort put forth by 
WLOU, town’s newest entry in the 
AM field. Giving recognition to 
the “little man,” station has a tape- 
recorded interview session with 
workers and execs of some of the 
town’s leading industries. Gab 


how and where the company gets 
its mahogany logs. Method of get- 
ting out the logs from Africa and 
British Honduras, shipping them 
to the U. S., why mahogany is so 
desirable for fine furniture, etc.., 
made fine listening. 

Smith then made a tour of vari- 
ous parts of the plant, saw-mill, 
finishing departments and the like, 
and his interviews with workmen, 
backgrounded by actual machine 
noises, workmen going about their 
tasks, etc., made a realistic taping. 
Smith has an easy, conversational 
stvle, acquired through years be- 
fore the radio mikes, and lifted 
the commonplace interviews to a 
level well above the usual straight 


interviewing sessions. Series is 
set for an indefinite run on the 


station, and indicates that the pro- 


duction staff of WLOU is keen in 

their eftorts to bring listeners 

shows in the public interest. 

Wied. 

DIXIELAND CARAVAN 

With Peggy Lee, Leigh Kamman 
and Harry’ Bilon’s “Mendota 
Buzzards” 


Writer: Kamman 
30 Mins.; Sun. 5 p.m. 
WMIN, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
This entire radio show  origi- 
nates from Mitch's, a Twin City 
nitery, that has been featuring 
Dixieland since 1949. Gimmick on 
this segment was ballyhoo theme, 
“It’s Peggy Lee Day at Mitch's,” 
and the star’s fans turned out in 
large numbers for the occasion. 
Show is commendable because 


K.C. Pontiac Dealers’ 
11G Big Seven Grid Buy- 
As WHB Preps for Fall 


Kansas City, July 4. 

First harbinger of the fall sports 
season came last week when Pon- 
tiac dealers of greater Kansas City 
'signed with WHB to sponsor an 
ll-game schedule of Big Seven 
football games play by play with 
Larry Ray at the mike. Kickoff will 
be the Kansas University tussle 


| acquiring 


was her first visit to the area since 
her big time advent nearly 12 
years ago. The interview was an 
informal, non-cliche deal, center- 
ing around her “homecoming.” 
“Dixieland Caravan” is a con- 
tinuation of a prewar airer from 
Mitch’s. That program included 
such sturdies as the late Tom Cat 
Bob Zurke, Joe Sullivan, Doc 
Evans” and “Red Dougherty’s 
original “Mendota Buzzards.” 
“Caravan” is produced by Studio 
13. a new Twin City radio package 


outfit. Lee. 

L & N STORY 

With Burt Blackwell, Bob Kay, 
Livingston Gilbert, Ed Kallay, 


Ann Hubert 
Producer-writer: Bill Hodapp 
Writer: James Frankenberry 
30 Mins.: Sun., 5:30 p.m. 
LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE R.R. 
WAVE, Louisville 

One of the town’s and the South’s 
principal transportation line, the 
Louisville & Nashville R.R., an in- 
frequent user of radio, is now cele- 
brating its 100th anniversary. Cur- 
rent series of 13 dramatizations 
over WAVE, written and produced 
by Bill Hodapp, gives a colorful 
account of the beginning of the 
road at Louisville, when the first 
stretch of track was laid between 
Louisville and Nashville. 

Story relates the trials and ob- 
stacles encountered by James Ged- 
dis, a Scotch immigrant, who was 
largely responsible for the early 
beginnings of the carrier back in 
1851. Story traces the progress of 
the construction, building bridges, 
rights-of-way, and all 


| the other details and frustrations 


with Texas Christian at Lawrence, | 


Kans., Sept. 23, with finale being 
ihe Nebreska-Oklahoma game at 
Norman Nov. 25, 

Although the broadcast schedule 
is tentatively set, WHB has op- 
tioned several other games as al- 
ternate choices for the sponsors, 
in case 
out other than as predicted. Sta- 
tion also has given Pontiae dealers 
an option on broadcast rights of 
the Missouri U vs. Miami U. at 
Miami, Fla., Dec. 2. Contract calls 
‘for 11 games, with dealers forking 
over about $11,000 for the deal. 
The Miami-Missouri game would 
be an extra. 

Pontiac group includes six deal- 
ers of the metropolitan area. WHB- 
Larry Ray deal is the first major 
sports sponsorship they have un- 
dertaken nere. Contract also marks 
the first time in recent years that 
WHB has gone in for Big Seven 
coverage on such an_ intensive 
scale, a result of the sports policy 
instituted there last spring when 
Ray was brought over from KCKN, 


SDG Asks Certification 
At 3 Coast Telestations 





Hollywood, July 4. 
Screen Directors Guild has 
asked the National Labor Rela- 


tions Board for certification as bar- 


gaining agent for directors. at 
KECA-TV KTTV and KTLA lo- 
cally. The Directors Guild went 


to the NLRB following a request 
from KECA-TYV that it be certified. 
KTTV and KTLA did not ask for 
| certification but the SDG has re- 
quested same as a precaution. 

At the NLRB meet with the SDG 
was the Radio and Television Di- 
rectors Guild. Radio Guild has 10 
days in which to enter the case and 
can be put on the ballot for forth- 
coming election during which sta- 
tion directors will decide whether 
they want to be repped by the 
SDG, the R&TDG or no guild. Di- 
rectors at each of these stations are 
members of the SDG. 


the conference race turns | 


| 
| 


encountered in the laying of a pio- 
neer railroad. 

Part of Geddis is played by Burt 
Blackwell. On airer caught, he 
made the most of a difficult part, 
and essayed a Scotch dialect which 
came out quite authentic. Others 
in the cast who lent yeoman sup- 
port were Bob Kay, Ed Kallay, 
Livingston Gilbert and Ann Hu- 
bert. all WAVE staffers. 

Hodapp has grabbed hold of 
quite an undertaking in scripting 
and producing this series. He has 
gone te considerable research for 
material, and has whipped it into 
good shape for the WAVE stock 
actors. Result is a fine local effort 
in behalf of one of the section’s 
leading industries. Wied. 
MIXING THE MARTINS WITH 

MUSIC 
With Bob and Joyce Martin 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m. 

WPOR, Portland, Me. 

A Mr. and Mrs. Musie stint lim- 
ited strictly to spinning and gab- 
bing about esoteric jazzique, yet 
the session provides welcome re- 
lief to the cornpone fare otherwise 
available at this hour. 


with snickers, while the femme fol- 
lows along reaching for a word, all 
very relaxed. 


It was the Mercury album, “Bud 


Powell Featured,” all the way 
through on the session caught. 
This made for monotony both in 
the music and the gab, a situation 


that might be obviously remedied | 


in future by occasionally spotting 
a standard arrangement, even to 
give it an nis.g. afterwards. 


' ‘he homme | 
side emits as a Dave Garroway 


;Stand Goodman in good stead. 


Ses «Continued from page 29 J eral notches, after learning at first showmanship and _ naturalness. ball games, he bows off at 2:25. 

a hand about their neighbors at Leigh Kamman, the emcee-writer,| Matinee period is so long that 
written by dialers who describe a pleasant-enough bundle in its wor, supplies laughs with screwball Goodman may wear out his wel- 
how a neighborly act changed their own right. But its patter and mu- At show caught (18), Lee.Smith, commercials. come with too much gab and nut- 
life. On the preem, the style of sic format seems too basically via tape recordings, made a tour of Harry Blons and his “Mendota tiness. At least that’s the impres- 
both letters as read by Rogers similar to make much of a dent in the Mengel Co. Plywood Division, Buzzards” provide authentic dixie-| sion after dialing for the first 
were suspiciously alike as if com- the audiences of better entrenched one of four nationally known ply- land tinged with style. ‘week. The freshness, rashness, 
ing from the same pen. In any a.m. Strips of like nature—namely, wood and veneer plants. He in-, Peggy Lee, playing an engage- brassiness and broadness can stale 
‘ case, the good intention of promot- the CBS Arthur Godfrey spread. teryiewed the advertising man- ment at another local nitery, Club with regular listeners; with the 
ing good will and friendliness was . Gabbing is capably done by ager, who gave him a lot of Carnival, appeared as guest star once-in-a-whiles, the story may be 
evident. Prize-winning letters re- Studs Terkel, who has captured at. good info about the company and and was interviewed by Kamman. | different. Goodman, who tabs 
ceive modest giveaways. | tention as host of Studs tye its products. Another interview The star got her professional start | himself “The Big Wind,” plugs 
Interviews with the guests are 0" NBC-TV. Chatter material On brought out interesting facts about around the Twin Cities and this hard a membership in the “590 


Club”—described as “daffy, goofy 
and pixilated.” Apparently, there 
are to be giveaways later. 

D. J. explains that his mission 
is to entertain via “corny gags” 
and “‘silliness.”’ Goodman kids 
himself. while he rides engineers 
and joshes others in and out of the 
studio. 

A masculine voice, high elan, 
hearty humor and infectious laugh 
At 
times he talks too loud and too 
choppy. Modulation of volume and 
tone, with smoother delivery and 
clearer diction, would help. Good- 
man handles spot announcements 
surely and distinctively, Jaco. 


FOR US THE LIVING 
With Helen Hayes, Irene Hubbard, 
Eric Dressler, James Van Dyke, 
others 
Writer: Robert Cenedella 
Producer: Sam Abelow 
30 Mins.; Wed (28) 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 
“For Us the Living” was a drama 
built around a war widow possess- 
ing plenty of community spirit in 
her midwest ‘hometown, but who 
had been blind to the activities and 
aims of the United Nations. In 


light of the barrage of publicity 
which has accompanied the UN 


since its birth it seems hardly pos- 
sible that civic leaders such as the 
woman depicted’ could be so unin- 
formed. 

Written by Robert Cenedella, the 
documentary-type program was 
presented by CBS and the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary Wednesday 
(28) in observance of UN Charter 
Day. Helen Hayes, as the widow, 
made a valiant effort to get the 
story ring true. However, the im- 
plausible script was a task which 
taxed even her superlative ability. 

After coming to New York to ai- 
tend a Legion Auxiliary meeting, 
the widow unwillingly visited the 
UN at Lake Success. But after 
taking in a couple of sessions, she 
realized that world problems of re- 
lief, health and housing, among 
others, were much the same as the 
problems faced by her own town. 

Until the Korean war most 
Americans probably were indiffer- 
ent to the UN, but not totally ig- 
norant of its aims and purposes as 
was the character portraved bv 
Miss Haves. Fact that CBS and 
the Legion Auxiliary singled out 
such an instance carried an impli- 


/cation to the listener that the ma- 


jority of us don’t know about the 
UN. Tf true. the nation’s informa- 
tion media have failed for the past 
five years. Gilb. 
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$ Radio Followup 
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Don Ameche, filling in for the 
vacationing Don McNeill on ABC's 
“Breakfast Club.” is proving an 
excellent host on the cross-the- 
board morning strip. On session 
heard (29), film star showed: his 
mike experience to good advantav’e 


in his genial banter with guests 


| and 


Bob Martin undoubtedly has pro | 
| Standing vis-a-vis the material, with 


an enthusiasm on that footing; his 
simon-pure_ sidekick knows what 


she likes, though, which provides | 


the listener with an alternative 
type of guidance. Incidentally, the 
male element tends to inject the 
cuteness. 

The well-worn disks weren't 
helped any by being subjected to 
taping, with more acidose effects 
coming out than were played in. 
Surprisingly, the mail pull is heavy, 
including numerous offers of loans 
of rare sides. Don, 





590 CLUB 
With Dave Goodman 
342 Hrs.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 
PARTICIPATING 
WROW, Albany, N. Y. 

Albany area has been given the 
opportunity of listening to a sec- 
ond zany disk jockey since Dave 


Bill Hickok pioneered hereabouts 
with daffiuess via WXKW_ and/| 
built a sizable audience. Good-| 


‘man, vet of 12 years’ broadcasting | 
jin New Orleans, Little Rock and 


Jacksonville, may meet with the nouncer Bill Aldrich. 


other members of the cast. 
Hour-long program, broken as it is 
into four quarter-hour segments, 
calls for an adept sense of timing 
by the emcee in wrapping up the 


periods — a job Ameche did 
smoothly. Ps 

Good assists in keeping the 
stanza at a high entertainment 


level came from singers Johnny 
Desmond and Patsy Lee, with Sam 
Cowling adding the comedv 
touches. Eddie Ballentine and 
band did their part with some 
sprightly music. Music-wise, high 
spot of show was Desmond's bari- 
toning of “La Vie en Rose.” Missed 
on this session was Fran Allison, 
who brightens procediengs as Aunt 
Fanny on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday shows. 





Cleveland—WSRS celebrated the 
24th birthday of announcer Jim 
Doney by baking him a cake and 


| presenting it to him when he made 


Goodman debuted over WROW. his Friday broadcast in. front of 


the Coronet theatre. Station also 
announced appointment of Earl 
Green, WCLT, to the news staff 
replacing Dick Merrin, and Jack 
Hoffman, WEOL, replaced an- 


” 
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RCA-Col Battle of 


Spreads to Jukebox Industry 


Buffalo, July 4. 
The battle of the speeds—331% 
r.p.m, long playing records vs. 45’s 
_-has reached the jukebox indus- 
try. Within the next few weeks, 
there will probably be a pitched 
battle between Columbia, with its 


seven-inch LP’s, and the propo- 


nents of the 45’s, mainly RCA-Vic- | 


tor. to secure conversion privileges 
among the major juke manufac- 
turers, and a general sales rush to 
get records into the machines. 

First step in the battle was the 
announcement last week by the 
Wurlitzer Co. that conversion 
privileges would be allowed on | 
Wurlitzer’s newest box, the Model 
1250. Wurlitzer will allow both LP | 
and 45 conversion on the new box. | 
‘The manufacturer has already ar- | 
ranged for a tie-in deal with Co- 
lumbia Records, whereby if the 
operator purchasing the 1,250 al-| 
lows LP conversion on his ma-| 
chine, Wurlitzer supplies the $8.75 | 
converter and Columbia provides 
24 LP pop records, listing at $16.56, 
both tree of charge. Similar priv- 
ileges will be allowed by Wurlitzer | 
to 45 manufacturers. 

It's likely that with Wurlitzer | 
having made the first step, other | 
manufacturers will follow suit. This ' 
will especially be true if Wur- 
litver’s plan helps its jukebox sales. 

With this will come the push by 
major reeord companies to get 
their records into the machines. | 
For one thing, sales to the juke- 
boxes will represent a_ sizeable 
chunk of new revenue to the rec- 
ord companies. Far more impor-, 
tant, theugh, is the effect the pres- | 
ence of the new speeds in the} 
boxes will have on the public. Fact | 
that the public will hear and see 
the records in the boxes will go a 
long way toward increasing. popu- | 
Jar acceptance of the new speeds. | 

Which Way For Decca? 

Still a more significant develop- | 
ment will be the effect upon Decca, | 
the only major which has refrained 
from adopting either of the new 
speeds. With other majors sell- 
ing the slower speeds to jukebox 
eperators, Decca, generally con- 
sidered supreme among the majors 
in jukebox sales and plays, will see 
a threat to its market. It will have | 
to go into the longplaying field, and | 
will have to choose between the | 
33'3 and 45 r.p.m, speeds. With | 
public acceptance of the new) 
soeeds in the pop field still un- 
cecided between the two, Decca’s 
decision will probably swing the 
balance one way or the other. 

Latest entry into the jukebox 
manufacturing field is a company 
Which is devoting itself exclusively | 
to boxes which play only 45's. This 
is the Ristauerat Co. of Appleton, | 
Wise., which is manufacturing a 
tuble-model box equipped to play 
only the 45’s. Ristaucrat’s decision 
to use only 45's in the box stems | 
trom two faetors: its desire to | 
Manufacture of table-model, and | 
the greater number of labels mak- 
ing the 45's. However, practically | 
all other manufacturers, whose | 
boxes are set up for standard 78's, | 
“ill install converters, opening the | 
field to both speeds. | 


| 


Coast AFM Weary . 
Of TV Gimmicks To 
Dodge Talent Payoff 


Hollywood, July 4. 
_ AFM, Local 47, is having a tough | 
tine policing the television scene 
and because of this may wind up , 
enforcing payment for windjam- | 
mers making any type of television 
er radio guest appearance. Local | 
10, Chicago, is the only one in the 
country which will net allow its | 
performers to appear on radio or. 
Video, even if it's just for an inter- 
View, without payment. 
this plan is being considered 
here because of the recent skirting | 
®' paying sidemen by devious | 
methods. One such method came | 
«4 light last week when it was! 
earned that Jim and Mildred Mul- | 
= put in an appearance on the! 
Sill Anson show over KLAC-TV | 
«nd, though they went through the | 
Motions of dueting on their har- | 
monicas, they were actually pan- 


tomiming the tune to one of their 
recordings, | 





+ 


Disk Speeds 





Anderson to Speak at 


Weill Memorial Program 
| A special Kurt Weill memorial 
| Program will be played at Lew- 
/isohn Stadium, N. Y., next Mon- 


day night (10), with Maxwell An-| 


derson giving an intermission talk 
in tribute to the late composer. 
Maurice Levine, musical director 
of the Anderson-Weill legiter, 
“Lost in the Stars,” will be guest- 
conductor for the evening. Todd 
Duncan, Virginia Paris and Herbert 


Coleman will be soloists, in selec- | 


tions from the musical. In addi- 
tion, there’ll be a presentation of 
Weill’s one-act folk opera, “Down 
in the Valley,” with Elaine Malbin, 
Victor Clarke, Norman Atkins and 
Randolph Symonette as_ soloists, 
and John Deane doing a spoken 
part. 


RCA Gangs Up 
On Bootleggers 


Irked by a new crop of boot- 
legged lot jazz disks on the mar- 
ket, RCA Victor attorneys have be- 
gun to serve cease-and-desist or- 
ders to a fiock of obscure record 
labels. Task of curbing the boot- 
leggers, whose rise up under new 
names after each legal setback, has 
been a continuing problem for the 





diskeries ever since the collectors | 


of hot jazz records became active 
in the early 1930's. 
Victor is specifically aiming at 


the Biltmore Record company and | 
the Hot Jazz Club, which, it’s al-| 


leged, have made dubs of out-of- 
print jazz 
Waller, Bix Biederbecke, 
Crosby with the Paul 
orch, and other jazz artists. 


records featuring Fats | 
Bing | 
Whiteman | 


MPCE Mulls Pension 


The formulation of a possible 


'pension plan for songpluggers will 
be one of the initial undertakings 
of the Music Publishers Contact 
Employees’ new attorney, Senator 
Fred G. Moritt. At a MPCE coun- 
cil meet held in N. Y. last week, 
Moritt notified 


bilities of a pension plan and also 
the payola situation. 
Unless an emergency arises, the 


council will not meet again until | 


early September. 





Disk Companies 
Doing Christmas 


} 
| 


| Shopping Early 


Tin Pan Alley and the disking 
companies are currently being 
| snowed under an unprecedented 
deluge of Christmas songs. Accord- 
| ing to artist and repertory staffers 
of the major diskeries, virtually 
every publishing firm in the field 
has been submitting two and three 


Yuletide numbers apiece with the | 
| hope of hitting with at least one. | 


Platteries, meantime, are comb- 
ing through the selections in order 


not to be caught flat-flooted as they | 


were in 1949, when Johnny Marks 
made the rounds with “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” Colum- 
bia Records got on the tune first 
with Gene Autry, rang up sales of | 
well over 1,000,000 and blocked | 
all other disk versions in the field. | 


Plan for Songpluggers 


the membership | 
| that he would study both the possi- | 








Goodman as NBC Soloist; 


'Symph Sets ‘Annie’ Tunes 


Benny Goodman will be making 


his second appearance with the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra when 
he appears as soloist with the band 
Sunday (19). He sat in with the 
orch several years ago, under Ar- 
turo Toscanini, to play the opening 
clarinet solo in Gershwin’s “Rhap- 
sody in Blue.” 

This time he’ll be a regular solo- 
ist, playing the final movement of 
Weber’s Concerto No. 1 for Clari- 
net and Orchestra as his main se- 
lection. He'll also offer Trenet’s 
“Beyond the Sea” and “Tzena, 
Tzena, Tzena,’ arranged by Ross. 
Arthur Fiedler will be guest con- 
ductor that evening, and will in- 
clude selections from “Annie Get 
Your Gun” as well as_ Berlioz, 
Humperdinck and Offenbach music, 
for «the straight orchestral num- 
bers. 





Key Industry Figures Map Broad 
Pattern to Speed Reviving of Pop 
Sheet Music's Declining Market 


+ 


? 


Project to launch an industry- 
wide drive to revive the declining 
market for pop sheet music finally 
came out of the woods last week 
and began to shape up as a concrete 
fact. Backed by leading composers 
and the major publishing firms, the 
plan to hypo copy sales was pro- 
posed, accepted and partially put 
into immediate operation at a for- 
mal *conference of trade execs 
which was held last Wednesday 


| (28) at the Songwriters Protective 


| Alley, 


Assn. in New York. 
Operating against a 

“show-me-first’” mood in Tin 

conference strategists 


strong 
Pan 
won 


|over the skeptics at the initial con- 
'clave by blueprinting a series of 
|modest objectives capable of early 


la broader program 


realization. Over that groundwork, 
involving a 


| long-range institutional promotion 
|campaign was laid down. Feeling 


| at 


| long-range 


the meeting was that the im- 
of .any large-scale, 
industry promotion 


plementation 


| . 
‘would hinge on the successful out- 


icome of the conference's 


initial 


| moves. 


| 


Pubs Form Council 
Meantime, a Council to Improve 
Sheet Musie Sales emerged from 


|a meeting of publisher sales execs 


held the previous day (27) to clar- 
ify the position and problems of 
the pubs. At the general trade 


éfte e 9 ey] 9 
Fightin’ Phils 
- « 
Hits Big League /eonclave, which covered the SPA, 
the Music Publishers Contact Em- 


Originally written for the Phila-| piovees, the Music Publishers P°o- 
delphia Phillies asa publicity stunt | tective Assn. and trade paper edi- 


_ Major diskeries’ a&r men have | by Elliot Lawrence and Bix Reich-| tors, it was agreed that the publish- 
indicated that they don’t intend to/| ner, “The Fightin’ Phils” is turning lers would have to assume fv] |-ad- 


record more than a handful of 
Christmas tunes out of the hun- 
dreds being circulated. Each com- 
pany will be alerted, however, to 
cover any fast-breaking number in 
order not to be left out in the cold. 


jinto a 


money-making property. | ership in the industry drive. 


It’s 


| Tune, published a few months ago! expected that other facets of the 
by Lawrence’s Elliott Music, was | industry will increasingly work un- 

| recorded last week by the 30-piece | ger the Council’s direction. 

| Delaware County String Band of | 


| Pennsylvania. 


The overall trade conference. un- 


Platter is the initial | ger the chairmanship of SPA vice- 


Except for Irving Berlin's seasonal |release of Reel Records, formed | prexy Charles Tobias, set up four 
standard, “White Christmas,” it’s a| by Lawrence as a subsid of his| eg9mmittees to handle the various 


rarity when a Xmas tune 
more than one seeson. 


lasts 





Some of the bootleg companies 


have even been publishing catalogs | 
of numbers whose masters belong | 


to the major companies. These 
outfits have made it a practice of 
transferring hot jazz disks in good 
condition onto tape and then using 
an electronic noise filter in the 
making of the master. Market is 


limited to a handful of shops spe- | 
| Cializing in the jazz trade, but a! 
| sale of only 1,000 records without 
payment of publisher or artists’ 
, costs and royalties, 


represents a 
healthy profit for the bootleggers. 


COL SETS ALBUMS 





ON ‘MR. |. MAGINATION’ 


| Goose.” 


Columbia Records has signed 


Paul Tripp and the cast ef his CBS- | 


TV show, “Mr. I. Magination,” to 
do a series of albums based on the 
show. Pacting is latest in a series 


which reflects policy of tying Co- | 
lumbia network talent to contracts | 


with the recording subsid. Others 
signed within recent months are 


Arthur Godfrey, Abe Burrows, the | 


Goldbergs, Robert Q. Lewis and 
Allan Funt, 

Program consists. of 
adaptations of literary classics and 
biographies of historical personali- 
ties. Show is slanted to juve audi- 
ence, and waxing will be released 
in kiddie albums. 


Soble Loses AFM Suit 





Hollywood, July 4. 
local booker, won 

back last week 
$100,000 suit 

Action was 


Lee Soble, 
his AFM license 
after losing his 
against the tune union. 


thrown out of court by Judge Wil- | 


liam B. McKesson after union’s at- 


back his license. 


Suit was first filed in Superior 


Court in 1947 after Soble had been 
placed on the AFM “unfair” list 
and his band-booking license re- 
scinded by James C. Petrillo. 





Francis Murphy, dance orches- 
tra leader, won the Albany Variety 
€lub golf championship in the 
eighth annual tournament last 
week at Shaker Ridge. 


> 


Ask Petrillo OK For 
Soundtracking Pix 


Hollywood, July 4 
Rockett Pictures prexy, 
| Rockett, is asking record companies 
to intercede for his firm in dealings 
with James C. Petrille. Rockett 
is trying to get AFM approval for 


;the placing of a recording on a 
| three-minute film strip pictorializ- 


ing the platter. To date Petrillo 
has nixed this type of venture. 
Rockett has made one three-min- 





| station. 


musical | 


ute filler film utilizing Frankie 
Laine’s waxing of “Cry of the Wild 
Because of the AFM rul- 
ing, however, there is no sound- 
track on the film. Laine’s etching 
goes out with the picture and must 
be synchronized by thé television 
Although Rockett wants 
to make more of these pix, he said 
that it was doubtful that any more 


would be rolled unless an okay for | 


soundtracking the film with a rec- 
ord. Rockett explained it is too 
tough keeping the film and record 
in syne. 


Miracle Att’ys Get $5,000 
Fees in S-B Action 


Chicago, July 4. 
Federal Judge Michael Igoe last 





/ week awarded $5,000 in attorneys 
fees to Edward H. Norton and Sey- | 


mour Tabin, lawyers for Miracle 





| Records in latter’s successful de- 


|fense in the Shapiro-Bernstein in- 


But Wins Back License 


fringement suit against the indie 
diskery. 

He also. assessed Shapiro-B 
$358.95 in court costs, to be paid 
to the attorneys. Shapiro-Bernstein 
will appeal the fees and costs judg- 
ment, along with Judge Igoe’s orig- 
inal decision against the publish- 


: ing firm. 
torney Meyer Willner filed a de- | 
murrer. The union then gave Sobel 





Kapp Back to N. Y. 


Dave Kapp, Decea exec vice- 


Based on Records 


|; music publishing firm. 


Number | phases of the operation to boost 


|at the Phils’ opening game this/ cet by the conference is the gath- 
| season at Shibe Park, Philadelphia. | eying of basic data about the in- 


| 


About 10,000 copies of the sheet | dustry as a preliminary to the cure 


;music to the song have already | of jts ailments. 


the 
ordered 


| been purchased by 
| which has also 


ballelub, | 
around | nels for sheet music, an 
5,000 records. These are being sold |'committee” was appointed to con- 
at Shibe Park as souvenirs for 25¢ tact major chain store music buy- 


With the aim of reopening chan- 
“outlet 


| and 75c, respectively. Backing the | ers who in recent years have been 


Fred | number on the Reel disk is a patri-| prushing off publishers’ salesmen. 


tie tune by Reichner and Jimmy | Conference received a lift when it 
Kennedy, labeled “The Red We) was disclosed that a meeting of 
| Want Is the Red We've Got in the | the committee had been arranged 


Old Red, White and Blue.” 
Lawrence, incidentally, is sched- 
|uled to play at Poe Park, Bronx, 
'N. Y. tonight (Wed.), at Manhat- 
| tan’s Central Park tomorrow and 
| again at Central Park July 13. 
| Dates are being played for Con- 
, solidated Edison, which is sponsor- 
ing a series of cuffo dances in 
N. Y. C. parks. 


-LOMBARDO’S 1-NITERS 








| 


ALONG EASTERN COAST 





Currently playing the Surf Club, 
| Virginia Beach, Va., Guy Lombardo 


| sheet 


begins a three-week stand of one-| 
'niters along the eastern seaboard | 


| July 10. Dates will be played four 


| boost sheet music held at 


| and five days each week, allowing | 
'the bandleader to be in N. Y. on) 
| Sundays for his Jack Benny sum- | 


mer replacement airer. 


The three | 


_weeks of one-niters will also in- | 
clude a four-day jaunt to Canada. | 
_Engagements to be played will in- | 


clude both concerts and dances. 


| tion during the month of August. 
| 


Quality to Distribute 
| Admiral in Canada 


Admiral Records, N. Y.,- has set 
Canadian distribution of 





| 


up 


Lombardo is scheduled to vaca- | 


its | 


| product via Quality Records, Ltd., | 


| of Canada. 


|a percentage arrangement 


| Quality, will ship masters _of its) ) 
| kiddie and pop output to Canada| sell 50 times the sheet music you 


|for pressing there. 


(Continued on page 40) 


Move for Standardized 
Uke Notations as Aid 
To Sheet Music Sales 


Although ukelele sales have 
topped the 1,500,000 figures since 
Arthur Godfrey sparked the in- 
strument’s revival, pop music pub- 
lishers have as yet failed to stand- 
ardize uke chord notations on 
music. That elementary 
omission, which has cost the indus- 
try heavy coin in lost copy sales, 
came to light at the conference to 
SPA 
headquarters last Thursday (29). 

Cleffer Vie Mizzy pointed out 
that over a dozen different systems 
of notations were currently heing 
used. While all the pubs have 
switched from guitar to uke nota- 
tions, failure to use uniform mark- 
ings, Mizzy said, has resulted in 
widespread confusion and dis- 
couragement among uke sirum- 
mers. 

Godfrey, in a letter to Sid Foley, 
of the Smith-Foley music firm, 
also declared: “The thing is all 
fouled up and unless the tuning is 
straightened out and standardized 
soon the current uke fad wi'l be 
just that—another fad—and soon 
will die. If you publishers will 





Admiral, working on | standardize the tuning and make 
with | chords available on all the sheet 


music, it is my “belief that you will 


Quality will | have been doing. I thing vou suys 


prexy, arrived back at the New) press and distribute the records| are silly fools if you don't jump 
York homeoffice this week follow- | ynder its own label. Admiral found | immediately at this opportunity to 
ing intensive recording sessions on | that the cost of shipping disks to| put new life into the sale of sheet 
| Canada left little margin for profit. | music.” 


the Coast with Bing Crosby, 


Kapp cut 13 sides in three days | 


Quality is the same outfit that 


with Crosby, with orchs under the , puts out the MGM tabel in Canada. , 
| direction of Victor Young, Axel According to Admiral’s prexy, N. | would attempt to get the Musie 
Stordahl and Matty Matlock. Lat-|R. Caranno, the Quality label is| Publishers Protective Assn. to urge 
ter maestroed several Dixieland: being used because there’s another, the standardization of uke nota- 


| jazz numbers, 


| Admiral waxery in Canada. 


~ 


Music pub execs present at the 
sheet music conference said they 


i tions among all firms. 
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As a result of the Mills Music-Cromwell Music dispute over the rights’ 
to “Tzena Tzena Tzena” a number of other versions of the tune have 
been brought to light. In 1948 the Zionist Organization of America 
published and copyrighted the song with an arrangement by A. os 
Binder. The sheet music classed the number as a folk tune, noting the 
composer was unknown and it was a “Jewish Brigade Love Song. 
Another version of the tune was included in the “Songs We Sing, a 
book published this year by the United Synagogue Commission on 
Jewish Education. Book credited I. Miron with writing the music, 
Harry Coopersmith as arranger and Y. Hagiz as lyricist. 

The I. Miron credited with writing the “Tzena” music in “The Songs 
We Sing” is in all probability the same person listed as the composer 
of the Mills’ tune. Mills claims it has obtained the copyright to the 


number from Issachar Miron, who uses the pen name “Michrovsky,” | 


and Julius Grossman. Miron is said to have written the first two parts 
of the number, while Grossman it's claimed is responsible for the third 
part. Lyrics for the Mills tune were written by Mitchell Parish. In 


1949 the Zionists Action Committee published a book, “Songs of Israel,” | 


which included “Tzena Tzena Tzena” and had Miron down as the com- 
poser of the first two parts and Grossman down as composer of the 
third part. 

Cromwell claims its publication is based on a traditional folk song in 
the public domain. 





Pat Ballard, vet songsmith, has collected 90 copyrights of his old 
compositions, some of which were regional hits in the ’20s when his 
orchestra (which included Ted Weems and members of Fred Waring’s 
present crew) was a campus favorite. Among the catalog are a couple 
of “uke” songs introduced by the late Frank Crumit, who accompanied 
himself on an eight-string version of the standard ukulele. 

Ballard has a tieup with the N. Y. State Music Camp, Otter Lake, 
N. Y., wherein the co-ed students will select from eight of the most 
active songs of the past the one “Most Likely To Succeed If Revived,” 
and the writer has been approached by several pubs to take over the 
entire 90 copyrights with the hope one or two might show up in re- 
vival. Ballard has retired from active participation in the music biz 
and is writing a book about the “titillating twenties” at his home in 
Scarsdale, N. Y. He was formerly editor of Snappy Stories. 





Although Remick Music has been advised that Paul Webster and 
Paul Francis Webster are two different people, the pubbery is continu- 
ing its infringement suit against Leeds Music and the writers of “Black 
Coffee,” a mild hit of a season back. Suit originally was filed because 
Remick’s Herman Starr believed the two were one and the same—and 
since Paul Webster was one of the writers of “What’s Your Story 
Morning Glory” and Paul Francis Webster, one of the writers of 
“Coffee,” and the two songs were somewhat similar, Remick decided on 
legal action. Remick is seeking an accounting of royalties. Attorneys 
have advised the Leeds faction that they'll settle out of court but the 


defendants have nixed the proposition on the grounds the two tunes 
bear no resemblance to each other, 





Simultaneous with winding up his three-week stand at Bop City, 
N. Y., Louis Armstrong celebrated his 50th birthday last night (4) with 
Tallulah Bankhead cutting the cake at the jazz spot. “Voice of Amer- 
ica,” U. S. State Department foreign broadcasting operation, aired 
birthday greetings to Satchmo on Independence Day in all the major 
foreign languages. 


Meantime, the operation on Armstrong for a stomach ailment, which 
caused the cancellation of the jazz man’s bookings for the next several 
months, has been called off. Doctor diagnosed the case as a severe 
gastric inflammation caused by an overdose of New Orleans red beans. 





Decca is issuing a special disk jockey label on the disk featuring a | 


duet of Bing Crosby with his 15-year-old son, Gary, on “Play a Simple 
Melody” and “Sam's Song.” 


Top Songs on TV 

(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director.) 

Week June 23-29, 1950 
Bewitched ..........Chappell 
Baby, That’s Love. ... Chappell 
If Sun Don’t Shine.. ..Famous 
I Wanna Be Loved. ..Supreme 
Rag Mop........Hill & Range 

5 Top Standards 

All Things You Are. .Chappell 
Anything But Love, Baby.Mills 
Have Eyes for You... .Remick 
ED: a 555015 5.000% 05 Pemora 
Tea for Two Harms 


Merc’s Subsid Catalogs 











(Silvertone & Keynote) | 


Also Into LP Speeds 


In line with its exchange plan 
to help dealers unload obsolete 
disks, Mercury Records is stepping 
up its LP output. Both its Silver- 
tone and Keynote catalogs will be 
released on long playing platter 
next week. This will add about 
25 records to its current LP catalog 
of approximately 150. Company 
has also added three records by 
Frankie Laine, two by Vic Damone 
and two by Eddy Howard to its 
33!3 rpm lineup. In the 45 rpm 
field, outfit has set ali its standard 
albums along with about 100 single 
pop standards for conversion to 
that speed. The ‘Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic” series will also be put 


out on 45 rpm, as well as the Key- | 


note and Silvertone catalogs. 
Among the talent included in the 
Keynote catalog’s jazz department 
are Teddy Wilson, Bill Harris, Les- 
ter Young, Earl Hines, Count Basie, 
Jack Teagarden, Roy 


tano. 
ists such as Josh White and Rich- 
ard Dyer Bennet will also be in- 
cluded in the switch to LP. . Key- 
|note was acquired by Mercury in 
1948. The Silvertone catalog, a re- 
cent acquisition, includes pop, 
operatic, symphonic and kiddie rec- 
ords. The Silvertone catalog, which 
was handled by Sears Roebuck and 
Co. on a mail order basis, has 
| never, it’s understood, been sold in 
commercial record shops. This 
switchover to LPs augments Mer- 
cury’s regular monthly output of 
| eight new classical and six new pop 
| releases. 
The 


| Mercury 
which 


exchange 
was announced last week, 


Eldridge, | 
Johnny Guarnieri and Lennie Tris- | 
Some of Keynote’s folk art- | 


plan, | 


Label reads “Gary Crosby and Friend” allows dealers to return $1 worth | 
and some of the deejays have been announcing the sides that way. of obsolete records (any make and | 
Crosby requested Decca to use the same billing on the regular platter any speed) for every $3 worth of | 











Vaughn Monroe Orch: “The 
Phantom Stage-Coach” - “Mexicali 
Trail’ (Victor). Monroe is bidding 
for a repeat of the “Riders In the 
Sky” click with “Phantom Stage- 
Coach,” but this sequel is too 
similar to the original for the nec- 
essary fresh impact. It’s the type 
of dramatic western number, how- 


excels. Reverse is another pleas- 
|ing, though formula oatune. 

Percy Faith Orch: “If I Had a 
Magic Carpet”-“They Can't Take 





sides Faith has executed for Co- 
lumbia. A dreamy ballad, number 
is tastefully dressed with a full 
choral and rich _ instrumental 


trappings. It stands up under re-| 


peated spins. Rendition of the 
Gershwin oldie on the bottom deck 
is too elaborate for the sense of 
the lyric. 

Bing Crosby: “I Cross My Fing- 
ers’-“‘La Vie En Rose” (Decca). 


Two good, but not standout sides | 


by Crosby. 
treatment with Crosby’s individual 
style virtuallys buried under 
background. Crosby handles 
Vie En Rose” far more 


“La 


Axel 
sides. 

Gary and Bing Crosby: “Play a 
Simple Melody”-“‘Sam’s Song” 
(Decca). An unusually strong disk 
with Crosby dueting with his 15- 
year old son, Gary. Youngster takes 
the lead on both sides with a beat 
and vocal quality patterned after 


Stordahl batons on both 


his father. Teaming together, they | 


produce a couple of happy, free- 


wheeling, rhythmie sides slated for | 


big jock play. Matty Matlock’s All 
Stars back up with snappy dixie 
arrangements. 

Francis Craig Orch: ‘‘Dreamin’ 
Is My Business’-““You” (M-G-M). 
Craig’s orch registers solidly on 


this cut of “Dreamin’,” a rhythm 


number with a clever lyric. Cecil | 


| Bailey handles the vocal in okay 


style. This tune is due to climb. | 
| Flipover is a fair ballad vocalled | 


by Bob Lamm. 
Perry Como: “If You Were My 
Girl’-“I Cross My Fingers” (Vic- 


tor). Como’s cut of “My Girl” rates | 
juke spins. | 


plenty of jock and 
Number has a solid rhythm base 
and Como rides the lyric with a 


playful bounce and some scat sing- | 


ing that’s strongly reminiscent of 
the early Crosby manner. Como 
reverses his field on 
with a warm slow vocal of another 
tune with a big potential. Mitchell 
Ayres’ orch accomps with the Fon- 


on ‘Fingers.’ 


for the retail trade, but the diskery insisted on explicit credits to get LPs bought, thus giving the retail-| “I’ve Forgotten You” (Columbia). 
|er $3 worth of merchandise for $2.| Miss Day comes up with another 


maximum reception from the public. 








Carle’s Initial Date At | JARTETY 
Chi’s Edgewater Beach 3°*****'******* 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Week of July 1 








. .Frankie Carle will play his first | ~{ Gordon Jenkins..... oops eCes 
date at Chicago’s Edgewater Beach 1. BEWITCHED (9) (Chappell)..... eT ee eT te” ee ee se) 6c4cn dene see 
hotel July 20, when he goes into. . 
the spot for two weeks. Currently  & HOOP-DEE-DOO (7) (Morris) eecevece . . eee ee ee ee hy, cial : ; ; , : : . i : ; Pana 
it Sundsy (9), the bandleader wii | 3 1 WANNA BE LOVED (6) (Supreme).................0006.. Andrews Sis-Jenkins......Decca 
sandwich in a few one-niters anda 2 4, MY FOOLISH HEART (12) —_ ; §Gordon Jenkins..... ....-Decca 
five-day stand at Peony . Park, | (12) (Santly-Joy)....++.+000. sseeee+) Billy Eckstine ......00:- M-G-M 
Omaha, before going into the Chi | re , \Anton TGrGs .vccek cee London 
location. Following the Edgewater | 5. THIRD MAN THEME (14) (Chappell)..........+++++eesee0: | Guy Lombardo........... Decca 
Beach engagement, Carle will do 6. IT ISN’T FAIR (15) (Words-Music)....... oeKncre nie ntnee -» Sammy Kaye ..... ere Victor 
some one-niters and location dates : 
prior to going into Hollywood's 7. SENTIMENTAL ME (13) (Knickerbocker)...............000: 4 SOF TPES. ow kn getecenees Coral 
Palladum Ballroom, Sept. 5, for. ) Russ Morgan......... ....Decca 
five weeks. | a a a es dg be oh Vee ens eee DAMN FEQUE .occccceecs: Victor 
While playing the Coast date, | 9. I DON’T CARE IF THE SUN DON’T SHINE (2) (Famous).... Patti Page............. Mercury 
bandleader will record a new album | Jubilaires Capitol 
for RCA Victor. Following the 10. OLD PIANO ROLL BLUES (9) (Leeds)................. *+) ) Larr ea ice ‘Abbey 
Palladium stand, he’ll either go on | iis apie halide ee 
a northern or southern tour of one- | 
niters. He’s slated for a New York | Second Group 
MONA LISA (Paramount) ................... ere ee eT eee Pang Cole: TiO 6ss casca.s Capitol 
BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (Acuff-Rose) ............ : sree: MOY BU is bk bei Chae Capitol 
_$ STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ........... .c....2. 4 Erankie Laine. ......., Mercury 
Philadelphia, July 4. , ; | Ralph Flanagan .++... Victor 
Latest attempt to cater to teen- COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) ........ easecs TETETT CTT TT ° Hugo Winterhalter....... Victor 


agers has been undertaken by Dick 


C’EST SI BON (Leeds) 
Reibold, TV 


WANDERIN’ (Republic) 
RAIN (Miller) 


| 

stage manager at) 

WPTZ, in suburban Glenside. He | 

is promoting a series of teenage |g “SAhhN CAMIGED sree ‘ 

dances featuring music of Dick 

Pierce’s orchestra, and, a3 added | 

attraction, Charlie Dobson, WPTZ | 

singer. Dances are held on Friday | 

nights at Glenside War Memorial, | 

with admish at 75c. Soft drinks | 

and other light refreshhments are | 

sold. | 
Guest stars are presented week- 

(30) 


SAM’S SONG (Sam Weiss) 
I'M GONNA PAPER ALL MY 


engagement around Christmas. | 
Glenside Terpery Lures | 
Juves With AM, TV Names| 


ly, and last Friday 
Skinner, M.C., and Bob Courtleigh, 
announcer and featured comic of ; 
WPTZ’s daily ‘Whirligig’ show. | 
were featured. Different TV, radio 3 
+ 


George 
) 
|? A-RAZZ-A-MA-TAZZ (Robbins 


and record names will appear | 
weekly to take a bow. | 


"ee ee wee 


AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) ....... 
VAGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) 


DADDY’S LITTLE GIRL (Beacon) 
I ALMOST LOST MY MIND (Hill-Range).... 


IF I KNEW YOU WERE COMING (14) (Robert) 
) 


Johnay Desmond........M-G-M 
Sammy Kaye setae. WACO 


oe veces ates sersessecs SerOne Petty Trid...s si... ete 
$004644446-0008% Frank Sinatra......... Columbia 

Wh creks Sac bed ak wis alecs - Vice Damone ..........Mercury 
Eats sin ace tec rere e ; o SOO COE... ccccccccess CO 
WORE GOEEE) cccccccccacccces Patti Page...... eoeee.- Mercury 
S ait Bros. . eee eer 

sa ste ee ie ee nn 4.26 ¢bine boa e se 
{Fran Warren............Véctor 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


eeneenee 


****) King Cole Trio.........Capitol 


§ Eileen Barton..... .+++.-Mercury 
sseeee**) Georgia Gibbs...... ° Coral 
eae Mercury 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
0 02222222DDODODDDDDDAADAAAAAAAAAAADADAAAARAAAAAA A Ree eeee 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


ever, on which Monroe’s vocalling | 


That Away From Me” (Columbia). | 
“Magic Carpet” is one of the best | 


“Fingers” gets a lush | 
the | 


impres- | 
sively without the choral support. | 


“Fingers” | 


tane Sisters giving choral support | 


Doris Day: “Darn That Dream”: | 








| fine side in “Darn That Dream,” 
a number with a big potential, 
Smart lyric and slow beat is 
worked over by Miss Day with 
style and feeling. Backing is an- 
other slow-tempoed number given 
a rich performance by Miss Day, 
Axel Stordahl’s orch and unbilled 
vocal group. 


Guy Lombardo Orch: “Our Lit- 
tle Ranch House”-“Here, Pretty 
| Kitty” (Decca). Two more polished 
| sides in the Lombardo format. 
“Ranch House” has a ‘cute idea 
with a light western veneer. Re- 
verse is a lilting item with a big 
| chance to catch on via the lyric’s 
| clever twist. Kenny Gardner and 
the Lombardo Trio handle the vo- 
| cals in good style. 

Phil Brito: ‘For One Kiss of 
Love”’-“You Hold the Reins While 
I Kiss You” (M-G-M). Brito has 
strong material in “Kiss Of Love,” 
|a three-quarter tempoed ballad 
| stemming from Italy. Brito neatly 
mixes the English and _ Italian 
| lyrics. Reverse is an okay tune that 





| gets off with a slow talk passage 
between Brito and Jeanne Taylor. 
Harold Mooney orch backs both 
sides. 

Robert Q. Lewis: “I’m In Love 
With the Mother Of the Girl I 
Love’’-“Steven Got Even” (Colum- 
bia). Lewis makes a good impres- 
sion on his initial sides for Colum- 
bia with some personality vocal- 
ling. “Girl I Love.” with its cute 
lyric and light beat, gets a treat- 
ment marked by some Arthur God- 
frey mannerisms. Flipover is a 
bouncing two-beat novelty with 
| Lewis duetting with himself. 
Archie Bleyer orch furnishes a 
neat framework. 

Artie Shaw Orch: “Just Say I 
Love Her’-“I Love The Guy” 
(Decea). “Just Say I Love Her” is 
| noteworthy because of some stand- 
out clarineting by Shaw and an im- 
pressive vocal by Don Cherry, a 
newcomer who warrants watching. 
Number is a good bluesy ballad. 
Bottom deck is in a brighter vein 
with Gwen Davis and a trio bounc- 
_ing out the vocal and Shaw getting 
in additional fancy reed licks. 


| Platter Pointers 


Tommy Dorsey has a good, 
though late cut of “Birmingham 
Bounce” for Victor, Charlie Shav- 
ers vocalling. Dorsey’s version of 
“Happy Feet” is also tops. ... Art 
Mooney’s ‘‘You Forgot About Me” 
for M-G-M merits jock attention 
.... Three Suns and Larry Green 
have fine material in “Petite 
| Waltz” (Victor). ... “Sam's Song” 
getting additional wax via Leigh- 
| ton Noble’s cut for Coral and Harry 
Geller’s for Mercury. . Julie 
Mitchum has a good side in “A 
Simple Life of Luxury” on the 
Luxury label. ... Florence Wright 
for National Records and Thelma 
Carpenter for Columbia are okay 
on “Pie In The Basket,” a tune 
based on the folk song, “Barbara 
Allen.” The original lyrics are bet- 
ter... . Jimmy Dorsey’s orch gives 
a snappy dixie slice to “It’s a Long, 
Long Way To Tipperary,” Claire 
Hogan vocalling (Columbia). ... 
Robert Merrill has made a stirring 
version of “Wanderin’” for Vic- 
| tor... . Lucille Linden has a likely 
number in “Oh, Oh, Jo-Jo” on the 
| Big Nickel label. Pee Wee 
'Hunt’s orch has a good time on 
i “Yes, We Have No Bananas” and 
| “Fourth Man Rag” (Capitol)... . 
|/Gloria De Haven's job on “Don’t 
Be Afraid” for Decca has a poten- 








tial... . Ethel Merman’s rendition 
|of “Ukulele Lady” for Decca is 
| solid. ... On the same label, the 


|Ink Spots have a fine side in 
| “Sometime.” . . .Vera Lynn’s bal- 
lad style shows up well on “Say 
It Isn’t The Night” (London)... . 
| Xavier Cugat has a snappy cut of 
“Mambo Jambo” (Columbia). .. . 
Bette Chapel does brightly with 
“May I Take Two Giant Steps” 
(Mercury’. ... Sugar Chile Robin- 
son’s slice of “The Bases Were 
_Loaded” is solid (Capitol). 

| Standout hillbilly, western jazz, 
religious, polka, ete.: Shorty War- 
|ren Western Rangers; “I Thought 
She Was a Local” (London). ... 
Buddy Johnson orch, “Shake ’Em 
| Up” (Decca). . . . Esmereldy, “A 
Good Man In Memphis” (M-G-M). 
... Art Gibson, “I’m Checkin’ In” 
(Mercury). . . . Arthur Crudup, 
'“Oo Wee Darling” (Victor). .. . 
|Gene Gilbeaux orch, “I’ve Got 
What It Takes” (Victor). . . . Burl 
Ives, “Lady From Laramie” (Co- 
lumbia). Marvin Wright, 
“Twelve String Boogie” (Coral). 
... Ozie Waters, “Old Man Atom” 
(Coral). . . . Blind Johnny Davis, 
“My Red” (M-G-M). 





Georgia Gibbs, Coral Records vo- 
calist, heads for France July 23 to 
appear at the Deauville Gala on 
the Riviera. 





” 
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Music Industries Facing Problems Of 
Buyers Market at NAMM Chi Meet 


Chicago, July 4 


Thorough analysis of sales tech- | 
be | ‘ 
daily throughout the convention. 


niques and psychology will 
the major topic of discussion at 
the 49th Annual Convention of the 


National Assn. of Musie Merchants | 


next week at the Palmer House. 


More 
exhibitors are expected to attend 
the four days of sessions which 
open Monday (10). 

Representatives of radio, televi- 
con 
makers, 


musical instrument 


yd companies, sheet music pub- | 


rs and allied fields will hear 
s experts tell them how to win 
and influence customers. 
Feeling among retailing outlets 
nd consequently, back to the 
olesalers, distributors and man- 
facturers—is that the music mer- 
andising field has entered the 
of a predominant buyer's 
Thinking is that the music 


ye} iod 
narket 


erchandisers must go out to win | 
ustomers and learn to Keep those | 


hev have. 

\long this line of thought, 
ntire last day (Thursday) session 

| be devoted to a talk on retail 
alesmanship by James C. Tayler, 
of the University of Houston, an 
expert on sales management. 
Wednesday afternoon sessions will 
the American Music Con- 
ference’s program of developing 
new markets through the sehools. 
A session on use of national media 
will concern itself on development 
of sales. through magazines and 
radio Milton Cross will deliver 
talk on radio. 
The convention will show two 
15-minute films on sales, one called 
“Selling Music,” prepared by the 
NAMM, and the other, “You Can 


( CUuSS 


the 


than 9,000 persons and 250) 


and phonograph manufactur- | 


| National Assn. 


the | 


Make Music,” which explains and | 
illustrates the AMC’s school pro- 
gram. The films will be shown 


Key speaker at the convention 
will be Raymond Moley, professor | 
of public law at Columbia Uni- | 


versity, who will speak on socialism | 
and its dangers. 





Wallerstein, Elliot To 
Chi for Retailers Meet 


Chicago, July 4. 

Ted Wallerstein, Columbia Rec- 
ords prexy, and Joseph Elliot, RCA 
Victor veepee in charge of con- 
sumer -products, will address a 
meeting of the Record Retailers 
Assn. of Chicago here during the 
of Music Merchants 
Convention here next week. 

Retailers’ group is holding two 
sessions of its own during the eon- 
vention at the Congress hotel. 





Dallas Symph Pacts 
Dallas, July 4. 

Negotiations with members of 
the D: illas Symphony Orchestra for 
1950-51 contracts is now under way. 
The local musicians union and the 
symphony society signed agree- 
ments last week. 

The new contracts call for 22 
weeks instead of 24, and estab- 
lishes a minimum scale of $75 a 
week. 





Parents of concert performers 
Maro and Anahid Ajemian were 
killed in the recent Northwest Air- 


| lines plane crash over Lake Michi- 


gan, and not 
tumed. 


the artists, as erra- 





Research, 


Are You Lonesome Tonight 
Ask Me No Questions 
Bewitehed 
C'est Si Bon 
Count Every Star 
Cry Cry Cry . 


Dearie 
Down the Lane 


Gone Fishin’ 
Hiome Cookin’—t“Fancy Pants” 
Hoop-Dee-Doo 


1 Still Get a Thrill 


if I Knew You Were Coming 
If You Were Only Mine 


La Vie En Rose 
Mambo Jambo 
Mona Lisa—*“Captain Carey, U. 


Old Piano Roll Blues 

Play a Simple Melody ...... 
Sam's Song 

Sentimental Me ... 
Sometime 


A Little Bit Independent .. 
A-Razz-A-Ma-Tazz 
Buffalo Billy 
Daddy’s Little Girl . 
Don't Say Goodbye . 
Enjoy Yourself 


it I Had a Magie Carpet 
{m Bashful 


Little Liza Lou 
Lonesomest Whistle 

No Other Love 

On An Ordinary Morning . 
Picnic = 

a 

nes 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index 
isic Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
Ine., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
Survey Week of June 23-29, 1950 


Oe ee Se eee Leeds 


‘eee eee weer eeeeeene 


Darn It Baby That’s Love—* “Tickets, Please” eerie Chappell 


Drifting Down the Dreamy Old Ohio 


I Didn’t Know What Time It Was. ..........ccsec. Chappell 
1 Didn’t Slip I Wasn’t Pushed I Fell 
I Don’t Care If the Sun Don’t Shine 


1 Wanna Be Loved ............. 


I'm Gonna Paper My Walls With Your Love Letters. Goday 


My Foolish Heart—+“My Foolish Heart” .......... Santly-Joy 


Siay With the Happy People—*“Peep Show” 
Third Man Theme—t“Third Man” . 


The remaining 20 songs of the week (inore in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 


lar Musie Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Ine., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


'd Do Better Up In the Mountains.............+.- Broadway 


In the Valley Of Golden Dreams 


based on 
Survey of Popular 

Published by the Office of 
Director. 


Bourne 
Witmark 
Chappell 


Advanced 


Laurel 
BMI 
Morris 


Famous 
Words-Music 
ae errs ce ere Supreme 


Ss. A.’ Paramount 
Leeds 
Berlin 
Sam Weiss 
Knick’b’ck’r 

...Witmark 
Morris 
Chappell 


Shapiro-B 
Santly-Joy 


Jewel 


Hill & Range 
Pickwick 
Morris 


Miller — 











Best British Sheet Sellers — 


(Week ending June 24) 
London, June 27. 
| My Foolish Heart 
| Dearie Connelly 
+ Bewitched ........% Sterling 
Oh You Sweet One. .Southern 
Let’s Do It Again 
| Piano Roll Blues 
Jealous Heart 
| C’est Si Bon 
Chattanoogie Boy 
| Remember Cornfields Arcadia 
Daddy’s Little Girl.... Yale 
Two on a Tandem. Merrin 


Second 12 
Quicksilver 
Enjoy Yourself 
Load of Hay 
Cherry Stones 
Down in the Glen 
Night Floor Fell In 
Me and My Shadow 
Can-Can Polka. . 
Sunshine Cake 
Baked a Cake 
Lake in Loveland 
Choo’n Gum 


.. Sun 


New World 
-Maurice 


Morris 
Morris 
Fields 

. Fields 
Wright 
Southern 
F.D.&H. 
Connelly 
Victoria 
Chappell 
Cinephonic 
Chappell 


Parker’s Birdland, N.Y., 
Date to Accent Strings 


Charlie Parker, switching from 
his usual five-man operation, goes 
into Birdland, N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thurs.) backed by a string en- 
semble. Saxophonist’s act will be 
built around his Mercury Records’ 
album “Charlie Parker With 
Strings. The same tunes and ar- 
rangements featured in the album 
will be used. 
clude a harp, 








” 


oboe, bass, piano, 


Aggregation will in- | 


drums, five strings and Parker on' 


sax. 

Tunes included in the album are 
‘““Just Friends,” “Everything Hap- 
pens to Me,” “April in Paris,” “If 
I Should Lose You,” “I Didn't 
Know What Time It Was” and 
“Summer Time.” 





Remington’s Low-Price 
| LP Distribution Spreads 
| To 87 Dept. Stores 


Remington Records. N. Y., which 


| recently laufiched a new low-price | 


line of L-P records via a tieup with 


Many's N. Y. dept. store, is now dis- | practice at the moment, but being 


‘tributing its product in 87 depart- 
|ment stores in 79 cities. Since 
| Slashing the prices of its L-P plat- 
ters to a bottom of 99c for a 10-inch 
disk, firm claims its sales have con- 
siderably topped the previous aver- 
age of about 8,000 L-Ps sold each | 
'month. Included among diskery’s | 
' outlets, besides the Macy chain are | 
_Gimbels, R. H. White, the May Co., 
Sears RoeWuck, Carson Pirie Scott, | 
i Sattlers, Grant, 


| Kresge. These stores are all han- 


Swap-ln Sweepstakes Sets Off 
Price War Among Disk Retailers 





Brown’s Songs Valued 

At $2,676; ‘Doll’ $2,265 
Philadelphia, July 4. 

The song, “Oh, You Beautiful 
Doll,” was valued at $2,265.18 in 
an Orphan’s Court accounting -of 
the estate of A. Seymour Brown, 
the composer, who died here on 
December 22, 1947. Brown's other 
miscellaneous copyrigthed songs 
inventoried at $11.69. He 
had been in the real estate busi- 
ness here for some years prior to 
his death nd continued to write 
songs up until he died. 
He was a member 
and his estate received royalities 
on “Oh, You Beautiful Doll” as 
late as January 1950. It was first 
published more than 30 years ago. 


were 


of ASCAP 





Use Specialized 
Artists If Diskers 
Cant Get Names 


With the current vast amount of 
tune material offered to recorders 
and the disproportionate numoper of 
top disk names to wax it all, sev- 
eral publishers who have recently 
found themselves unable to snare 
strong platters on their plug tunes 
are trying another approach to get 
the most out of the songs record- 


wise. Heretofore, if a pub couldn’t | 


land a Crosby, Monroe, Shore or 
Como pressing on his current No. 1 
number, he had to be content with 
its being assigned by the particular 


waxery to an artist of lesser or | 


no sales stature. 

New twist, far from common 
tried in one or two instances, is to 
forego a secondary recording name 
in the pop field in favor of artists 
with large followings in specialized 
directions, such as Negro and hill- 
billy. Thinking behind this is that 
more potential sales are possible 
in the colored market when a song 
is waxed by a Negro artist popular 
with his or her race, than would be 


possible in the overall disk market | 


\if done by a pop-label artist with | 


Woolworth and little sales pull. 


Because the line of distinction 


| dling Remington’s initial low-price | between today’s average ballad and 
release of 22 10-inch L-P pop and | the so-called western type of ro- 


semi-classical disks. 


mantic song is drawn so thinly, the 


Company, which will issue 20 same reasoning, feel these pubbers, 


| classical records a month, will put | can be applied to good- -selling sing- | 
e first releases in that series | ers or vocal groups in the hillbilly | 
It’s pointed out that the av-| 


| out 
| July 15. 


While pop and semi-| field. 


\Sell for numbers on 10-inch disks | erage sale of an Eddy Arnold rec- 
sell for 99c, the longhair works on | ord on Victor, for example, is far 
/10-inch platters will go for $1.49! greater than that racked up in a 
and $1.99 for the 12-inch records. number of instances by lower-sales- 


| Donald Gabor, outfit’s prexy, planes | 


level artists on the company’s pop- 


|to Europe July 17 to supervise | ajar label. 


| scheduled recordings by the Vienna 


Pubs who are thinking along 


Symphony, the Austrian National these lines don’t know how far 
Philharmonic, the Maggio Fiorin- | they’ll get with artists and reper- 


_tino orch, the La Scalla orch and 
|the Paris Conservatorie. Reming- 


Richard Dyer-Bennet. 


toire men who have their own ideas | 


| about what material to assign to | 
ton also recently signed folk singer what performets, but they definite- 


‘ly believe that, if they can’t make | 


Gabor is slated to return to the the first-string disking team with 





| 
ins S. around Labor Day. 


RCA’s Bach Push 


RCA is pitching up a major 


| disk drive this month pegged on! 


| 


| 
| 


their tunes, they stand a much bet- | 


ter chance ef fatter royalties on a | 
sepia or western label! than they | 
| can expect from a second- or third- 
| choice pop artist. 





/ the Bach bicentennial eelebration. ‘Tobias, DeRose to Wind 


| Pointing up the Bach works in its 
| cataledt with a special nod to its 
'45 rpm and 33 rpm longhair list, 

| Vietor is distributing special pro- 

motional material to retail outiets 

in conjunction with a heavy ad 
| outlay for radio spots and mag 

spreads. 

Company is also working out a 

| sales contest for retailers to be run | 

| by RCA distribs in each are. 





SPA COAST DINNER 


Songwriters Protective Assn. is 
staging a dinner for its regular 
Coast membership at the Beverly 
| Wilshire hotel, in Hollywood, July 
| 24. 
| Sigmund Romberg, SPA prexy, 
, will preside with Abel Baer, treas- 
;urer, and Miriam Stern, secretary, 
| attending from the N, Y. office. 





ay 





‘College’ Stint in Aug. 


Charles Tebias and Peter DeRose | 
return to the -Coast in August to | 
wind up the score for the Warner 
Bros. pic, “Working Our vy 
Through College.” 

Cleffing team has already writ- 
ten the major portion of the film’s 


tunes and will remain in Holly- ) 


wood for two weeks. 


Hackett’s 4-Man 





Unit 


+ New series of exchange plans, 


; launched by RCA Victor, Mercury 
and London record campanies to 
ease retailer.inventories, is turning 
out to be a double-edged sword for 
the industry. While on one hand, 

| the swap-in procedure is producing 
a healthy liquidation of dead mer- 
chandise on the shelves, it has at 
the same time opened the door to 
a price war on the retailer level. 

Vving for the summer trade, 
some side-street retailers in the 
New York area have already begun 
to offer drastic discounts on long- 
playing disks. These retailers, 
which have previously been under- 
cutting standard outlets and the 
chain stores by as much as 30%, 
are offering slashes ranging up to 
50°) on some of the top labels. 

This development has been made 
possible via the sweeping reduction 
of prices to the retailers. Under 
the exchange plan, Victor is offer- 
ing $5 worth of 45rpm disks for 
every $1 worth of old Victor shel- 
lac turned in. London and, Mer- 
cury are beating that offer with $3 
for $1 swap-in offer, no matter 
what label is turned in. With re- 
tailers dumping back loads of un- 
saleable 78’s, actual cost of the 
new disks now is from 20% to 33% 
below the former price to the re- 
tailer. A $5.95 London disk, for 
example, which previously cost the 
retailer around $3.80, can now be 
purchased for about $2.50 with the 
shellae returns. 

With the three companies retain- 
ing their former list prices, retail- 
ers with ready cash are picking up 
as much of the new merchandise as 
they can. Victor's swap-in plan, 
which runs for the. next three 
months, has proved to be a tre- 

| mendous shot-in-the-arm for the 
45rpm business. Victor distribs are 
reporting heavy buying activity 
from retailers, many of whom are 
taking advantage of the exchange 
plan to stock up for the fall and 
winter trade in standard numbers. 

London and Mercury are also us- 

ing the swap-in plan as a means of 
putting over their long-playing 
longhair catalog and are also re- 
porting increased buying from re- 
_tailers around the country. Un- 
der the London and Mercury deals, 
retailers are getting the opportun- 
| ity of cashing in on their bins of 
defunct labels and other obsolete 
disks. Columbia Records and 
Decca meantime, are standing pat 
against entering the swap-in 
sweepstakes. 





Allegro Records Inking 
Southwest Symph Orchs 
In Longhair Trade Bid 


Dallas, July 4. 


Dallas Symphony Orchestra un- 
‘der its regular conductor, Walter 


Hendle, is being angled for a re- 
cording contract in the immediate 
future with the Allegro Recording 
Co., of New York. Paul Puner, 
Allegro’s prez, was here last week 
to discuss arrangement with sym- 
phony officials. The probability 
|of having the local orchestra re- 
,eord all four of Bach’s suites for 
| orchestra is also under considera- 
tion. 


| Allegro has already signed the 
Oklahoma Symphony Orchestra 
under Victor Alessandro to an ex- 
' clusive contract, and the expected 

| signing of the Dallas group would 
| give two of the Southwest’s major 


‘orchestras an outlet with one of 


' the country’s new longhair record- 
|ing groups. 


Puner will return later this 
month to Texas for a visit to San 
'Antonio and may open negotia- 
‘tions with the San Anonio Sym- 
| phony Orchestra conducted by 
Max Reiter. 





‘Chappell Buys Tune 
Cleffed for Det. Deejay 


Detroit, July 4. 
Publishing rights for the spe- 
‘cially written theme of a WJBK 


Trumpeter Bobby. = Be and disk jockey have been purchased 


a four-man unit has been set for by Chappell 


four weeks at the Grandview Inn., 
Columbus. 
Anderson, will get $850 a week. 

Hackett, 


Music. The tune, 


'titled “Better Dead Than Wed,” 


Unit, repped by Ernest | stemmed from “Beautiful Carl, : 


character created by WJBK’s 


an ABC house trum-;| Ralph Binge on his daily music- 


peter, was granted a leave of ab-| comedy program. 


sence by the network to make the! 
\ date. 


Detroit vocalist, Bunny Paul, 
; composed the lyrics and music. 
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WHERE ARE YOU GONNA BE WHEN THE MOON SHINES 


FRANKIE 
— CARLE 


(RCA Victor Records) 
20-3805 (47-3805) 














(RCA Victor Records) 
20-3846 (47-3846) 











IF YOU WERE MY GIRL 
| CROSS MY FINGERS 


OMO 























TONIGHT 


(RCA Victor Records) 
20-3819 (47-3819) 


TONY 
MARTIN 


LA VIE EN ROSE 























(RCA Victor Records) 








VAUGHN 


20-3818 (47-3818) 


The PHANTOM STAGE 
MEXICALI TRAIL 
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PPA | 
DECcA 






presenting 


JOSEF 


MARAIS 
MIRANDA 


Famed International 


Balladeers 
* 


Their Delightful 
New Set for 
Children! 





THE BANGALOREY 
MAN 


CUS 21 Price $2.25 
(plus tax) 





Favorite 
Folk Song Albums... 


SONGS OF THE 
SOUTH 
AFRICAN VELD 


DECCA ALBUM A-471 


Price $5.25 
(plus tax) 





j 
} 


SONGS OF 
MANY LANDS 


Available in Both 
Long Play and 
78 RPM 
DECCA DL 5106 
Price $2.85 
(Incl. Fed. tax) 
DECCA ALBUM A-605 
Price $3.75 








(plus tax) 


ECC 


RECORODS 











































































































































































































VARIETY 
| om ea o lm 
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Survey of retail disk best $ a ~|_|2/3 & : z i. 
sellers, based on reports ob- Sislis £ alei%l2is a/2\ 
tained from leading stores in a\a\% § 9 E E| 2 8 a|3 om : 
12 cities and showing com- ala Big s ells] z : 
parative sales rating for this Sle E gin l|als|4 ae | § wig H 
and last week. >i 3ia Al 2 | , 2 : i E a, . 
Alsi | {is Tisid]3t] 
7 4 
National Week Ending 4 | $|% Y 4/3 | t | 310 
6 3 om 
— July 1 SIS) 2) self lsigis/S) 3] ez] f 
This Last Plsie/ Silo /eieislslaizis r 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zZidliad! seIiAalinl!| mw IiMinl!nianIt& 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
1 3 “Mona Lisa”—1010..........¢... 6 4 “| 8 5 5 2 4 3 6 69 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
2 1 “Third Man Theme”—536........ 2 6 1 4 = 1 10 51 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
3 6 “] Wanna Be Loved”—10716..... 9 1 8 2 4 6 3 8 47 
ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) P . " 
4 2 =“ Wanna Be Loved”—27007..... 1 8 {: 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
5 8 “Bonaparte’s Retreat” —936 Seer 9 10 6 1 1 27 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
6 5 “Bewitched”—1473 ..........6. at 1 2 26 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) . A a 
» | 10 “Bewitched”—24983 4 2 ; 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) si 
8A 9 “Third Man Theme”—24839 Suzi 7 1 2 : 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) - 
8B 4 “My Foolish Heart’—10623A..... 8 3 7 3 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
9 ii “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—38771 eae 1 9 2 21 
MEL TORME (Capitol) et 
10 15 “Bewitched”—1000 .. Sere ee 3 1 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
11 “Didn’t Slip, Pushed” —38818..... 3 8 8 8 17 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) : a 
12 “Sentimental Me”—24904 ee 5 5 7 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
13A_ 6 “My Foolish Heart”—24830 baste 10 | Aer 1 a 3 
RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) Y 
13B 15 “Count Every Star”—979 eae 2 7 
PEREZ PRADO (Victor) 
144 “Mambo No. 5”—20-3782B pore 7 3 12 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) - 
14B 15 “Count Every Star”’—27042 deosater + 6 
Lar ie SAMMY KAYE (Victor) “ 
14C 13 “Roses” —20-3754 cme tone ras bee Sokal 6 9 5 
-- MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
15 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—38885. a y 5 4 11 
LES PAUL (Capitol) a 
16 14 OEE OEE 5 4 5 kale OSs 6.08 Sea 1 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
17A 6 “Hoop-Dee-Doo”—20-3747 ....... 5 8 9 
AMES BROS, (Coral) 
17B 7 “Sentimental Me’—60140........ 10 3 9 \ 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) | 
17C 10 “Bewitched”—38689 ............ 2 9 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
17D “Hoop-Dee-Doo”’—980 .......... 2 9 
1 2 3 4 5 
é YOUNG MAN WITH; HARMONY TIME SOUTH PACIFIC | ANNIE GET YOUR! DIXIE BY DORSEY 
F I V E T O P A eee The Chordettes Broadway Cas? GUN Jimmy Dorsey 
S " a Columbia Columbia Hollywood Cast Columbia 
ALBUM C198 CL6111 MM850 M-G-M C196 
CL6106 ML4180 E-509 CL6095 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) . , 
No. of 0.0 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
eo Paes EC ETE ee 6 146 | LemGem ..scccccccees bse 60d ea 51 
ME. ¥.5.0-4.6453:00400080 were te 6 Bre} Witter 63 dks ee ee ee ee ee 3 33 
t Oe eee ee 2 70 | Pee eee ee eee 1 26 
EE sco5 ay pas UK EEA a 4 RR rere Ree gratia eae ere er 1 9 
| ES ois antamieienes | 
due deliberation, AFM Local 47 
board decided against putting a 
ll @ D a popcorn vender in the recreation 
room of ee building 
- .» Emma Lou Welch will troup | 
New York | Hollywood ‘with Jerry Wald’s re-formed band. 
Peggy Lee arrived from the; Dick Stabile resumed batoning —_———_—— 





| Coast this week for waxing sessions 
/at Capitol’s eastern offices .. . 
|Johnny Mercer in New York for a 


short visit last week prior to head- 
ing for a vacation in New England 
|. . . The Modernaires, Columbia 
|Records recording group now at 
|the Waldorf-Astoria, start their 
\fourth year on CBS’ “Club 15” 
| Aug. 28... Pete Rugolo, Capitol’s 
| eastern musical director, 
| three sides with Woody Herman’s 
| orch last week . . . Henri Rene, 
| 


RCA Victor’s Coast recording man- | 


| ager, in New York for a short stay 
to clean up unfinished business 
... Jason Matthews, explorer, nov- 
elist, aviator and longhair com- 


“The. Ukelele Song,” with Pickwick 
Music, in collaboration with Terry 
Shand .. . Erroll Garner opened 
at the Howard theatre, Washing- 
ton, D. C., last week, following 
with the Royal theatre in Balti- 
more, July 7 and a booking at the 
Apollo in New York July 14. 





waxed | 


poser, has placed a pop number, | 


of his band at Ciro’s and brother | 
' Joe, who has been fronting, went | 
on a two-week vacation before re-. 
turning to the band’s brass section 


... Frank DeVol planning a Sep- 
tember opening for New York of- 
fices of his pubberies, Grayce Mu- 
sic (ASCAP) and Derby Songs 
| (BMI)... Ray Herbeck’s orch 
opens at Cal-Neva Lodge July 14 
and will remain there until Phil 
Spitalny and his All-Girl Choir and 
| Orchestra move in on Aug. 2... 
Clyde McCoy orch opens at the 
Desert Inn, Las Vegas, July 11... | 
| Ernie Heckscher bows into the 
Cocoanut Grove of the L. A. Am- 
bassador hotel July 18. 

Ina Ray Hutton band inked to 
remain another 12 ng at the 
Aragon Terpery ... Ike Carpenter 
band got flat $3,000 for four-days at 
El Paso and Hobbs, Texas airfields | 

. . Eddie Metcalf, former Spike 
Jones vocalist, joined the Gar- 
wood Van band at the Cinegrill of | 
‘the Hollywood Roosevelt... After 


, 


' professional manager, in on biz 


Chicago 
Lou Levy in frum New York and 
Bob Stern from Hollywood to 
handle Andrews Sisters opening at 
Chicago theatre ... Ex-bandleader | 
Jimmy Zito playing trumpet in NBC 
studio orch here ., . Ted Weems) 
into Muehlebach Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, July 19 for two weeks... 
Gene Krupa into New York's Capi-| 
tol theatre for two weeks with op- 
tions Aug. 24...Claude Thornhill | 
to Bill Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh, | 
Aug. 17 for five days... 
starting a one-hour cross-the-board 
morning deejay show featuring 


relay team of four disk jockeys, | 
a quarter-hour seg-, 


each handling 
ment. They! are Holland Engle, 
Pierre Andre, Norman Kraeft and 
Hal Lansing... Mal Bellairs, former 
WCFL staff deejay, now freelanc- 
ing...Al Friedman, Hill & Range 


Glen Gray to Souix Falls, S. D., 
(Continued on page 42) 
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WGN | 





Key Industry 


with A. E. Thorwaldsen, buyer for 
the Woolworth chain, for later this 
week. Members of this committee 
are Bernie Prager, of Robbins Mu- 
| sic; Arnold Shaw, of Duchess Mu- 
sic; and Tom Hughes, of Shapiro- 
| Bernstein. 
| Another “dealer relations com- 
_mittee” was named to contact exist- 
ing outlets with the goal of im- 
proving their operation efficiency, 
Possibility of restoring countar 
demonstrations as a key factor in 
sheet music will be explored by 
this group, which will also act as a 
clearing house of retailer squawks 
and gripes. This committee con- 
sists of Abel Baer, Alex Kramer 
and Tobias, for the writer reps, 
and Prager and Sam Snetiker, of 
Chappell, for the publishers. 
Burden of raising coin to carry 
on industrywide promotional activ- 
ity was assumed by Tobias on be- 
half of the SPA. Tobias placed 
before the SPA board Friday (30) 
a proposal to form a writers’ group 
to contact radio and video pro- 
grammers with the view of getting 


‘sheet music plugs on the airlanes. 


Production of a video show with 
leading cleffers, with all coin re- 
ceived going into an industry fund, 
will also be looked into by the 
SPA. 

Finally. conference proposed the 
setup of a committee to handle the 
long-range public relations aspect 
of the project. Personnel for this 
committee was not fully set up be- 
cause of the absence of Walter 


Douglas, M?PA chairman, from 
the meeting. It’s expected, how- 
ever, that Douglas and heads of 


the top pub firms will be asked to 
serve on the p.r. committee, along 
with Shaw and Tobias. Trade 
papers reps on the p.r. committee 
will be Abel Green, editor of 
VARIETY, and Joe Csida, editor of 
Billboard. 

With the question raised of 
whether the conference was usurp- 
ing the functions of existing trade 
organizations was raised, Tobias as- 
serted he was anxious not to step 
on any toes and that he was ready 
to let any other group carry the 
ball. Absence of any intra-trade 
acrimony over the conference, how- 
ever, was indicated by the support 
given to the sales hypo project by 
SPA, MPPA and MPCE. 
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Exhilarating New Hit Song! 


TZENA 


TZENA, TZENA, TZENA 


THANKS, 
MR. FLORIST 


VAUGHN MONROE, RCA-VICTOR 
JACK OWENS, DECCA 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


SAVE ME 
A DREAM 


BY TCHAIKOWSKY 
NICK KENNY, AND 
MILTON BERLE 


A ‘Lincoln’ Standard 


1619 B'way, New York City 




















| 





Bushkin 
and ‘ 


«Mat.: ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 £. 52 St., NUE 
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with PERCY FAITH and his orchestra and chorus 
Embraceable You * Soon + Do Do Do + Mine 
Love Is Here To Stay* Someone to Watch Over Me 
Love Walked In-* I’ve Got A Crush On You 


Columbia 33'3 LP Record ML 2129 
Or Columbia 78 RPM Album Set MM 929 


STCMCTUI DU CoM} CoLol AnUT Mol aie Blol neh dal’al .@lu-s4-1aie- 


first great Columbia release. 


Fila eYerere) ker 


Originator of 33% LP Records—“‘One Speed Is All You Need” 
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N. Y. Supreme Court Rules 
On ‘When Is a Ballroom’ 


In Resolving ‘Tenancy’ 


The N. Y. State supreme court 
last week laid down a far reaching 
decision when it ruled that ball- 


rooms, dancehalls and other spots | 


of a similar nature fall within the 


protection of the N. Y. State Emer-, 


gency Rent Laws. Decision was 
the result of a suit brought against 
the Maiden Lane Ballroom, located 
on Broadway between 42d and 43d 
streets, by Alfred Kolberg, owner 
of the building in which the ball- 
Kolberg was try- 
oust,.the ballroom on the 
grounds that it had no written 
“lease. However, according to the 
supreme court ruling, the Maiden 
Lane can continue operating as a 
statutory tenant. 

The ruling noted that only those 
places of public assembly  spe- 
cifically defined in the Emergency 
Rent Law as not coming under its 
coverage are not entitled to its 
protection. These places are film 
houses, theatres, sports arenas, ex- 
hibition halls and meeting rooms. 
In bringing suit Kolberg hoped to 
stretch the public assembly clause 
to take in dancehalls and ball- 
rooms. Suit against the ballroom 
was originally brought in the 
Municipal Court, which found for 
the defendant. An appeal to the 
Appellate Term of the supreme 
court resulted in the same decision 
as did a final appeal to the Ap- 
pellate Division of the supreme 
court. 


room is housed. 
ing to 
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l the Rottest man on ice | 
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PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 














Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Bewitched” 

“Most Requested” Disk 
“T Wanna Be Loved” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Bewitched” 

Best British Seller 
“My Foolish Heart” 








Band Review 








MUGGSY SPANIER ORCH (6) 
Showboat, Chicago 

Riding the crest of the current 
Dixieland revival, Chi Fair has set 
up a simulated showboat, on the 
stage of which Muggsy Spanier 
plays four concerts daily, alternat- 
ing with Paul Killiam’s Old Knick 
melodramas Setup would make 
a perfect opportunity for Spanier 
and his crew to hoke up their 
style as so many of current Dixie- 
land units are doing, but Muggsy 
has refused to play anything but 
straight Dixieland in a dignified 
and serious manner. Result is 
hard, driving jazz in the tradition- 
al manner, with emphasis on mu- 
sic rather than staging or situa- 
tion gags. 

Spanier has gathered a group of 
talented musicians for his unit, 
which will move out to the Club 
Hangover in San Francisco in mid- 
August. Darnell Howard is a ver- 
satile clarinetist’ with unusual 
technique and_ range. Harry 
Graves plays a_ strong tailgate 
trombone, displaying imagination 
and sound technique on_ solos. 
Tuts Soper’s piano is good on the 
beat and is cleanly styled in a mod- 
ern manner on solos. Truck Par- 
ham is steady and shows humor in 
his bass playing. Don Chester's 
fine drum and symbal work spark 
the rhythm. 

Spanier seems to improve with 
time. His tone is sharper, his tech- 
nique more facile and his style) 
more imaginative and_ versatile 
than ever. He stays cornet through- 
out, playing a strong lead in the 
ensemble work and directing riff 
and chord backing to solos. 

Band’s technique is simple. En- 
semble opens a number with a 
couple of straight melody choruses. 
Spanier leads with cornet, Howard 
weaves around his lead on clari- 
net, and Graves plays’ behind 
Spanier and fills in phrases. After 
the ensemble choruses, there’s a 
piano solo, then clarinet, trombone 
and cornet. Group winds up the 
number with a couple of more en- 
semble choruses, a drum or clari- 
net break, and a final half-chorus 
by the ensemble. 


Drive and intensity is added to 


solos by riff or chord backing by 
the other wind instruments. For 
example, when Spanier solos, trom- 
bone and clarinet back with riffs; 
when Howard solos, cornet and 
trombone back. 

Repertoire is composed of stand- 
| ard jazz classics. Group opens 
|with “Jazz Band _ Ball,” goes 
through “Sister Kate.” “Muskrat 
|'Ramble,” “That’s a Plenty,” and 
the beautiful ‘‘Relaxin’ at the 
Touro.” Group does four rounds 
a day. Show caught ran 35 min- 
utes and that was too short. 
Chan. 











—RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|}— 


ores Pata 7”: 
Survey of retail sheet music 
sales, based on reports obtained 
from leading stores in 12 cities 
and showing comparative sales 
rating for this and last week. 








National 
Rating 


This Last 
wk. wk. 


Week Ending 
July 1 





Minneapolis, Schmidt Music Co. 











San Francisco, Pacific Coast Music 





Detroit, Grinnell Bros. 








Los Angeles, Morse M. Preeman 


New York, MDS 





Charles Dumont 





‘St. Louis,St. Louis Music Supply Co. 














\Philadelphia, 








Kansas City, Jenkins Music Co. 


(Indianapolis Pearson’s 
AHZ=On fC rPpacow 


Seattle, Capitol Music 
Omaha, A. Hospe Co. 

















Title and Publisher 


1 “Bewitched” (Chappell) 


1) 
— 


I 


|S 























3 “My Foolish Heart” (Santly-Joy) 





2 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell).. 
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Jalal 














4 “Old Piano Roll Blues” (Leeds)... 


5 “I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme). . 
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“9 11 “Don’t Care, Sun 


10 10 “Stars Are Windows” 
12A . 


13 . “Roses” 
14 





7 “Sentimental Me” (Knick’bock’r). 
<— “Hoop-Dee-Doo” (Morris) 

8 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount) sid 
Don’t” (Famous) 8 
~ (Pickwick) . 
ll 9 “It Isn’t Fair” (Words-Music). . 
“Simple Melody” (Berlin) 
12B 14 4“Cross My Fingers” (t 
(Hill-Range).. 
“Sam’s Song” (Sam Weiss) 
1I5A 13. “Knew You Were Coming” 
15B 15 “C’est Si Bon” (Leeds).... 


Jnited) 


>} 2} CO | NS | AJ 


| 
| 
| 


N 
wi o>! 








Pe) I Dai leol |\Chicago, Carl Fischer 
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Bernard’s RCA Appt. | 


Latest appointment at RCA-Vic- | 


| 


tor in the personnel reshuffling 
following the death of exec veepee 
John G, Wilson is that of Thomas 
J. Bernard as assistant director of 
public relations. Bernard will work 
directly under John K. West, vice- 
president in charge of public rela- 
tions. 











j 
| 
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| On the Upbeat 


u_—=_”»=”™»”, Continued from page 40 








to play fair there Aug. 19 to 25 
. . . Eddy Howard into Aragon 
Ballroom here Aug. 15 for six 
weeks.. Frankie Carle into Edge- 
water Beach Hotel July 
three weeks...Cole Keyes, Music 


|Corp. of America location booker, | 
|time .. 


back from vacation Connie 
| Haines into Shamrock Hotel, Hous- 
|}ston, July 11 for two weeks... 
| Jimmy Featherstone to Club Troc- 
|adero, Henderson, Ky., July 21 for 
| two weeks...Art Kassel follows on 
/Aug. 5 for four weeks...Peewee 
|\Hunt into Deschler-Wallick, Co- 
‘lumbus, Aug. 7 for two weeks... 
|Ben Kantor, Campbell Music con- 
tactman, handling music for “Show 
Kids,” WBKB tele hourly show... 


20 for| te 
/nitery work. Madden was recenily 





Bob Vincent, former Al Trace vo- 
calist, cut four sides for King 
Records, and goes into Legion 
Club, Clinton, Ia., July 3 for two 
weeks.. Bill Snyder into Chicago 
theatre July 14 for two weeks. Vic 
Damone cancels out of show 


|Harmonicats doing an RKO film 


short, in addition to Universal 
short already signed for Mer- 
cury will re-release Danny Casella’s 
master of ‘“‘Heart of My Heart,” 
which was originated by Bullet 
Records. Cassella got master back 
from Bullet after dispute, alleged- 
ly over royalties. 


Pittsburgh 


Jimmy Palmer’s orch set for 
Kennywood Park week of July 24 
... Flea Madden, Pittsburgh drum- 
mer who had his own band around 
here 13 years ago, back in town and 
teaming with Eddie Peyton for 


Tommy Dorsey for a short 
. Eva Sanchez now doing 
vocals with Luis Morales band at 
Carnival Lounge . . . Lee Kelton) 
band on annual summer layoff | 
from staff duties at WJAS and 
jobbing around on dance dates .. .| 
Baron Elliott’s WCAE staff band! 
just cut its first records, for Jet | 
label . . , Joe Clements, longtime | 
trombone player with Al Marsico | 


with 





at old Nixon Cafe, joined Bernie | 


NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 


ave 
Standards by 
Jimmy MeHugh 


























JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


SLEEPY 
HEAD 


(Shapiro, Bernstein, Inc.) 




















Cummins. 


——! 











———— 








JIMMY ATKINS 
BILL DARNEL 


The Song Everyone Goes For 
“HOOK, LINE and SINKER” 


GONE FISH/ 


Recorded by 


Collal elon 
Coral 


WAToh fol 


799 Seventh Ave., 


N,VL19 


ARTHUR GODFREY ....Columbia 
JOHNNY GUARNIERI ...Admiral 
THREE SUNS &- TEXAS JIM ROBERTSON 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
CESTER SIMS, Prof, Mgr, 
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Record Influx of 125,000 Holidayers 4 
Give Atlantic City Plenty Coin 


Atlantic City, July 4. + 





Best break possible in weekend 
weather brought record-breaking 
throng of 125,000 holidayers to 
hypo season to its maximum after 
a slow, cold and most times dreary 
June. 


Visitors and those here for sea- 
son taxed hotels to capacity and 


Screen Test May Cut 


Julie Wilson’s London Run 


London, June 27. 
After having doubled at the 
Colony and Astor for a month, 
Julie Wilson opens tonight (27) on 
a three-week date at the Embassy 





Club. She has an option to play 





poured welcome cash into the cof- 
fers of hundreds of amusement 
places. 

Anticipating the holiday influx | 
all spots were ready for them. Last | 
to start was the playland on the | 
old Million Dollar pier, which | 
seems to fulfill a long need’ here. | 


It is composed of a number of | 
amusements for the small fry, at 
nine cents admission to beat the 
tax rap, plus a miniature golf 
course and a number of wheels and | 
other games of skill or chance to 
tempt the oldsters, winners get- 
ting merchandise passouts. 
Plenty Cafe Lures 
There is more than keen rivalry 
for the nightclubbers’ cash _ this 
vear as hotel grills and new op- 





erators of clubs are putting on|son at Monte Carlo, to include | liquor 
best entertainment in years, sans | their traditional galas, open air | where 


names, to draw payees. The Round | 
the World Room in the President | 
hotel has two bands, Tito Puente | 


the embassy for a further week, | 
but this will be subject to her | 
availability since she is scheduled | 
. wane for a Hollywood screen | 
est. 


Connie Sawyer is following at 
the Colony and Astor after a short 


| return engagement by the Merry 
Macs. 





Biggest Summer Season 
At Monte Carlo Looms; 
Galas Tee-Off July 7 


Monte Carlo, June 20. | 
Plans for the 1950 summer sea- | 


film theatre, new nightclub, con-!| 
certs and_ international | 


sports | 
events, were announced today by | 


Cuban Revue Madrid Click 


Madrid, June 27. 

Group of Cuban singers, dancers 
and musicians is scoring in a revue 
at the Circo Price despite the heat 
wave. Capacity houses have been 
the rule for this revue, “Antillean 
Package,” with Mayra, Margarita 
Diaz, El Gran Israel, Carlitos Pous, 
Esther Zulema, Paz Montenegro, 
Oscar Lopez and Teresa Mena. 
Orchestra is under the baton of 
composer Jose E. Urfe. Chorus 
consists of 20 Cuban girls. 

Impresario Carcelle has signed 
the troupe for Spain and Portugal 
and an eventual tour of Europe 
this fall. 


Carnival, Mpls, 
Throws Sponge 


Minneapolis, July 4. 

Club Carnival, leading nitery, 
which has played such top names 
as Sophie Tucker, Martha Raye, 
Lena Horne, the Ink Spots, etc., 
during the past several years, is 
shuttering permanently. 

Owners this week moved their 





license to another’ spot 
they'll operate a_ tavern | 
minus entertainment. Although 


their lease on Club Carnival still 


and the Bobby Roberts orchestra. | Gabriel Olivier, director of tour-| has two and a half years to run, 


The Ritz tavern has Nick D’Amico 
orchestra and other entertainment. 
The Ambassador has opened a new | 
spot named the Harlequin Room, | 


and features Bob Kay band and 
Carol Stevens. 


Brighton features Calypso sing- | 
ers, starring the Duke of Iron plus 
dancing under stars, with Joe Stern 
orch at the swimming pool. 


In the Mayflower’s Holiday room 
is Pedro Albani for dancing, plus 
an excellent show. On the Sen- 
ator’s Sun and Star Roof Dolph 
Traymon orch is the attraction, 
also Ellen Dunlap, Kay McQuade, | 
and others. 

In the nightclub field Bath and | 
Turf, with Joe Moss, an old hand | 
in the nitery business here, opened | 





this week with Evalyn Tyner Trio | 
headlining. Spot, like most others, | 
is operating sans cover or mini- 
mum. 


Into the 500 Club Saturday (1) | 
came the Vagabonds, to be fol- 
lowed on July 7 by Kitty Kallen. 
Paradise in comeback try offers 
Chris Powell’s Blue Flames, while 
second sepia spot, Club Harlem, 
features Larry Steele orch and/' 
Three Chocolateers. 


Paddock has Vic Earlson and 
Johnny Cahill plus others and a 
line. Uptown Dude Ranch, with no- 
thing over four-bits policy, has Ben 
Cotey, line of dancing Dudettes and 
two bands. 

Jockey Club brought in J&ckie | 
“Moms” Mabley, who has appeared 
here in previous years but always 
in sepia spots. Nomad has Pete Ru- 
bino while Clicquot offers Joe Hal- 
ler and Benny Hayden crews. 





Non-Union Crews Take 
Over at Mayan, L.A., 
In Stagehand Hassle 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Non-union crews are operating 
the Mayan theatre here as a result 
of a dispute between operator 
Frank Fouce and the International 
Alliance of Stage employees. Exhib 
claimed the union required him to 
carry a crew of three backstage 
men although Spanish language 
vaude show program. involves no 
Scenery or props. Additionally, 
Fouce said, he was required to 
carry one stagehand even when 
vaude shows weren't booked. 

As a result of the dispute, May- 
an is using non-union stage crew 
and non-union tooters since AFM 
Sidemen cannot work in a house 
Without an IA crew. 


LAINE UNIT SET FOR 
MILWAUKEE PREEM 





|'8 at the Summer Sporting Club. 


| each Friday until mid-September. 


| cambo Club were held in $500 bail 





Milwaukee, July 4. 

Frankie Laine unit bows at the) 
Riverside here Sept. 1 with Laine, 
and Patti Page topping the layout. | 
Laine will split 50/50 with the 
house from the first dollar and| 
Pay the acts out of his own pocket. | 
Patti Page, first to be signed, | 
Will get a flat $2,500. 


-& 
-? 


ism for the Principality of Monaco, | 
and Henry Astric, artistic director | 
of the Sporting Club. Olivier re- 
vealed that Monte Carlo is using 
all efforts to encourage a 10-month 
tourist season, and is meeting the 
competition of its principal rival, 
Cannes, with a diversified and | 
complete program. 


The biggest coup that Monte | 
Carlo has pulled off is the acquisi- 
tion of the Bal des Petits Lits 
Blancs (The Ball of the Little 
White Beds), the most important 
and exclusive social events of the 
year in France. This will be Aug. 


Summer program of galas will 
begin July 7, and will be continued 


with additional events to include 
the Bal des Petits Lits Blancs, 
Aug. 8, a special one on Aug. 15, 
and a benefit affair Aug. 27, when 
Pierre Balmain will present the 
first showing of his winter collec- 
tion. Music will be by the Aime 
Barelli band with singer Linda 
Stevens, and the Louis Frosio orch. 
Featured soloists for the season in- 
clude Charles Trenet, the Peters 
Sisters, Tino Rossi, Jacqueline 
Francois and Rosario and Antonio. 
On nights when no galas are held, 
bands will play at the newly-dec- 
orated open air nightclub, The 
Fiesta. 


Inauguration of the open air 
cinema on the Casino terraces will 
be July 1, with daily change of 
films. Of the films, 54 are American 
films and 7 French. These include 
such productions as ‘Madame 
Bovary,” ‘Edward, My Son,” “All| 
King’s Men,” “Stage Fright,” | 
“Three Came Home,” “Little. 
Women,” and “Cheri,” none of | 
which has yet played in Paris. | 

Sports events include the world’s | 
fencing championships, July 9-23; | 
the Golf Coup d’Ete, July 14-16, | 
and international tennis champion- 
ship play at the Country Club, 
Aug. 14-20. 


Ops of Defunct Philly 
Cafe Held on Tax Rap 


Philadelphia, July 4. 
Three officers of the closed Mo- 








{ 


each for the Grand Jury last | 
Wednesday (28) on charges of fail- | 
ure to pay amusement taxes to the 
city. 

They are Charles Mostovoy, 
Frank Peskin and Herman Marti-| 
nez. The club has been closed for | 
several years and the same trio, 
police said, were held under $800 
bail each 14 months ago, for al-| 
leged failure to pay the city wage _ 
taxes, collected from employees. 

NELSON VICE TREMAINE 

Gilbert Nelson has joined Gen- 
eral Artists Corp.’s contract dept. | 
taking over post vacated recently 
by Janet Tremaine, who exited | 
outfit to head Jimmy Dorsey’s N.Y. 
business office. 

Prior to entering GAC Nelson 
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|and recently 


they’ll keep it close at a cost of 
$44,000 in rental that they’ll con- 
tinue to pay. Ray Perkin, who, 
with his brother owns the property 
and who was formerly associated 
with the owners in the operation 
of a night club, says he tried to 
buy the spot, but that the owners, 
although abandoning it, put a “pro- 
hibitive” price on it. 

Until early last December the 
Carnival, using big names and with 
a $1 and more cover, drew large 
crowds at least, although the oper- 
ation was claimed to be unprofit- 
able. The slump that started in 
late 1949 continuously grew worse, 
the cover and big- 
name floorshow policy was discon- 
tinued and more modestly budget- 
ed ‘shows were presented. The 
final two shows were topped by 
Sarah Vaughan and Rose Marie, 
respectively. 


Carnival’s foldo leaves only two 
class spots here—the Hotel Nicol- 
let Minnesota Terrace and Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room, Former 
has the Dorothy Lewis ice show 
for an all-summer run, and will 
resume name policy in the fall. 
Flame Room  plays_ occasional 
names like Dorothy Shay, Abe 
Burrows and Burl Ives. 


MCA Inks Berle Adams ~ 
To Build Shows Around 
Top Talent for Vaudates 


Hollywood, July 4. 

MCA talent will start trekking 
cross-country shortly on an all- 
out personal appearance campaign 
under newly-hired Berle Adams, 
whose department is expected to 
provide a coin transfusion to the 
agency’s in-the-red band-and-acts 
department. Adams, long a top 
manager ard talent discoverer, was 





‘inked in a deal made directly by 


MCA prexy Lew Wasserman. 


Adams will be in charge of fram- 
ing acts, hiring writers and ar- 
rangers and coordinating units 
spotlighting top MCA names who'll 
be induced to trek everywhere. 
Idea was cued by the financial suc- 
cess of the recent Jack Benny and 
Jack Carson tours—plus the new 
popularity attained through the 
trips. Not everlooked, of course, is 
the amount of extra commissions 
accruing to the agency as a_result 
of these personal appearances. 


Adams, who checks in around 
July 20 to launth the department, 
is giving up personal managing 
Louis Jordan and Jerry Gray 
bands, making disks on spec for 
London label and handling such 
canaries as Joyce Bryant. He’ll 
work with MCA’s national band- 
and-act chief Larry Barnett. 


Adams was with GAC in Chicago 
before the war and left to found 
Mutual Agency. He sold that to 
start Mercury Records, later sell- 
ing the waxery as well. He started 
Kay Starr as a soloist, and had a 
hand in Frankie Laine’s rise. 





Joan Merrill set for the Chez 


} was with the Joe Shribman office. | Paree, Chicago, July 14. 
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AGVA Strike Vs. Mt. Resort Ops 
Averted as Agent Assns. Post Bonds 





-+ Performers on the borscht-belt 


Laurel & Hardy Acclaim 


Problem to Genoa Police 


Genoa, June 26. 

Local police were used to con- 
tain crowds welcoming Stan 
Laurel and Oliver Hardy during 
their one-day visit here. The 
comics, very popular here, drew 
cheers and applause wherever they 
went. A huge crowd gathered as 
they emerged from a benefit show- 
ing of “Fra Diavolo” at a lécal the- 
atre, blocking all traffic and neces- 
sitating special police. 

The two comedians are on their 
way to Rome for an Italo-French 
film stint in “Atollo K” to be pro- 
duced partly in Italy. 





Former Roustabout 
Admits Being Torch In 


Ringling Circus Fire 
Columbus, O., July 4. 

Practically on the eve of its sixth 

anniversary a 21-year-old youth 

has admitted setting the Ringling 


Bros., Barnum & Bailey circus fire 
that killed 168 persons in Hartford, 
Conn., on July 6, 1944, Ohio Fire 
Marshal Harry J. Callan revealed 
in a statement Thursday (30). 


Robert Segee, whose parents 
now live at Adelphia, O., also is 
said to have confessed four strang- 
ulation murders and the setting of 
minor fires around Circleville, O., 
in addition to the circus blaze 
which he touched off when he was 
only 15 years old. 


A friend of Segee’s who was 
picked up in Circleville on charges 
of arson revealed during question- 
ing that a buddy of his had set fire 
to a circus in Hartford. After that 
tip Segee was picked up in East St. 
Louis on May 17 and returned here 
for questioning. At that time 
Segee said he “thought” he set the 
circus afire. He was thereupon 
turned over to a_ psychologist, 
Bernard Higley, who spent time 
with Segee to gain his confidence 
and subsequent admissions. Mean- 
while, officials checked his story. 


Callan’s statement declared: “It 
has been definitely established that 
Segee was employed by Ringling 
Bros., Barnum and Bailey Circus 
from June 30 to July 13, 1944. 


“He joined the _ circus’ at 
Portland, Me., and the day he 
joined...there was a fire on the 
tent ropes which was extinguished 
without loss. The circus moved 
from Portland, Me., to Providence, 
and while there another small fire 
occurred on the tent flap which 
again was extinguished without 
loss. On July 6, 1944, at Hartford, 
Conn., the major fire occurred 
which took 168 lives.” 


Authoritative sources supple- 
mented the fire marshal’s state- 
ment with these facts: “Segee said 
he recalled striking a match and 
lighting the tent, but didn’t know 
whether he ignited the ropes or 
flaps. 

“As the flames shot up, he saw 
the vision of a flaming red Indian 
and remembers nothing more until 
another circus employee shook him 
and brought him out of a daze 
a short distance from the fire.” 

The suspect was described as a 
psychoneurotic. 





Mpls. Nitery Revises 
Tap to Hold Waning Biz 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
Believing that the days—and 
nights—of lush bistro spending in 


circuit started a business-as-usual 
trek to the mountains Friday (30) 
following settlement of the dispute 
with the resort innkeepers. Strike 
by the American Guild of Variety 
Artists had been threatened against 
the operators on the issue of post- 
ing of bonds, and a special emer- 
gency meeting had been called by 
the union Thursday (29) midnight. 
However, a few hours prior to the 
meeting a compromise was reached. 
Artists Representatives Assn. and 
Associated Agents of America, both 
organizations of percenters, agreed 
to guarantee $10,000 in bonds in 
|order to permit the hotels to run 
talent over the July 4 weekend. 

According to Henry Dunn, AGVA 
rep, threat of a strike had been 
averted by compromise in which 
the union agreed to forego classi- 
fication of performers as employees 
pending a Government ruling on 
the subject. Dunn said emergency 
meeting would be called to explain 
the new contract to the acts. Re- 
sort operator reps were coming in 
last Tuesday to sign the pact, Dunn 
stated. However, bonifaces balked 
at the idea of shelling out $1,000 
for a bond. Strike was _ subse- 
quently threatened. 

Peace was brought about mainly 
through the agents’ associations, 
which suggested the compromise. 
On Wednesday this suggestion was 
rejected by AGVA, but was picked 
up again shortly before meeting 
was to start and instead of calling 
strike confab got news that the re- 
sorts were okay. 

According to the announcement 
made at the meeting ARA, AAA 
and the Entertainment Managers 
Assn. would share equal responsi- 
bility for the $10,000 bond. How- 
ever, EMA hadn’t yet committed 
itself and if they’re unwilling to 
go along with the suggestion, ARA 
and AAA would share the respon- 
sibility of the guarantee. 


Indies Must Pony Up 


None of the agency groups would 
put up any cash. Instead organiza- 
tions will create a credit pool to 
pay up any hotel defaults. Any 
spots not belonging to the Mountain 

(Continued on page 44) 


AGVA, Floored in Pitch 


To Org Rasslers, Now 
Angling for Models 


Hollywood, July 4. 
American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists has abandoned its drive to en- 
list professional wrestlers and 
turned its attention to fairer fields 
—the ranks of professional models. 
Union says the glamor gals are 
edging into television and conse- 
quently qualify for membership. 
AGVA had launched its drive to 
recruit grunt-and-groaners on the 
grounds that their gymnastics in 
front cf television cameras consti- | 
tuted entertainment more than 
sports. Abandonment of the drive 
apparently means the union doesn't 
even think rasslin’ is entertaining. 


OHIO BD. DRIVES 
TO CLOSE CASINOS 


Chardon, O., July 4. 

Efforts to close the Pettibone 
Club, last of five bigtime gambling 
spots named for extinction by 
Gov. Frank J. Lausche, were 
revived last week, when An- 
thony A. Rutkowski, state liquor 
enforcement chief, and a group 
of agents raided the swank 
spot, and Fire Marshal Harry J. 
Callan issued an order (28) that 
the club be torn down within 30 
days. , 

The order, citing the establish- 
ment as a fire hazard, was expected 











heavy volume generally for cities 
like Minneapolis are pretty much | 
ended, Vic Levine, owner of the 
Dome, town’s elaborate theatre 
bar, which has played many name 
attractions, just spent $50,000 to 
make it over into a plain, simple 
tavern “where the rank and file 
of the public won’t be frightened 
away and will feel more at home.” 

Levine has renamed the spot 
“Vie’s.” Popular beverage prices 
prevail, instead of the former 80 
to 90c¢c including the 20% tax, 
which now is out. Food is featured 


to start further court litigation. 
Early this year, the state made an 
unsuccessful bid to close the club 
on ground it violated the building 
code and was a public nuisance. 

Meanwhile, a Geauga County 
Grand Jury is considering gam- 
bling evidence presented by the 
liquor agents and other state wit- 
nesses. Observers said this was 
the same strategy used to close the 
Jungle Inn in Trumbull County 
last August. 

In addition to Jungle Inn, other 
gambling spots closed were the 
Mounds Club, in Lake County; 





and the only entertainment hence- 
forth will be that provided by a 
WMIN radio station disk jockey. 


Colony Inn, and the Benore Club, 
Toledo. The last shut down volun- 
i tarily. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Siarlight Roof. N. ¥. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Sammy Kaye Orch (15), The 
Modernaires (5); Mischa Borr 
Orch (8); $1.50-$2.50 cover. 


The consistent pull of the Wal- 
dorf’s Starlight Roof is one of this 
summer’s phenoms. In face of the 
20°: Federal bite, the cover tab, 
the general business dip and now 
the war-scare jitters, this room 
has the rope up nightly with the 
weekly take reportedly in the 
$50,000 vicinity. That b.o. was at- 
tained during the recent Guy 
Lombardo-Vic Damone four-week 
stand and all indications point toa 
continuation of that with the 
present layout. 

This spot’s click operation isn't 
hard to account for. There’s the in- 
tangible come-on of the Waldortf- 
Astoria rep for the tourist .and lo- 
eal trade alike plus this room’s 
standard policy of showcasing the 
top attractions in the country. And 
now with the hot weather looming 
as a barrier, air-conditioning has 
been installed to lick the rising 
mercury. 


pace 


For the performer, however, this 
room isn't the most ideal spot to 
work in. The elongated shape ol 
the roof, which stretches out on 
both sides of the bandstand with 
little yardage directly ahead, makes 
a projection to all corners a mat- 
ter of some difficulty. 

But this is only a minor draw- 
back for the socko turns by the 
Sammy Kaye orch and The Mod- 
ernaires (New Acts). Fore and att 
of the two shows nightly, Kave is 
avuernating on the stand with the 
Mischa Borr combo for the cus- 
tomer hoofing. This crew of five 
reeds, five brass and four rhythm 
stimulate that two-step urge with 
neat arrangements over a simple 
rhythm base in the usual variety ol 
dance tempos. Occasional vocals 
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are well done by Tony Alamo and 
the Kaydets trio. 

Kaye’s brand of music is a na- 
tural for this room but what's sur- 
prising is the strong reception his 
“So You Want To Lead A Band 
act is getting here. This routine, 
following the Modernaires turn, 1s 
being worked for solid laughs de- 
spite the corny angles that usually 
surround these aud participation 
stunts. Kaye has the same format 
for this turn as he uses in vaude- 
film houses except for the omission 
of the comedy antics by Chubby 
Silvers, the sax sideman. 

Kave handles the interviews of 
the amateur batoneers with a 
suave sense of humor, but basic- 
allv. this turn hinges on the clever 
work the band. They mutilate 
the tempos precisely as indicated 
bv the tvro bandleaders and that’s 
the tickler. Kaye earned some 
laughs from the trade on opening 
night (29) when the number of 
Perey Faith. Columbia Records 
musical director, turned up as one 
of the participants, but Faith re- 
fused to take his chances. 

Borr’s combo. a regular in this 
room, supplies fine dance rhythms 
between shows with a heavy ac- 
cent on Latin rhythms. Herm. 


by 


Foyv’s. Sherman Oaks 

Sherman Oaks, Cal., June 20. 

Ben Bliue’s comedy revue, Ww 
Sid Fields. Frankie Hyers, Cully 
Richards, Les Lyons, Stephanie 
Stevens, Roberta Lee, Mary Foy, 
Charley Fou, Kay Parsons, Abbey 
Browne Orch (3); no cover or 
rr. 
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This valley rendezvous for show- 
biz names is jumping again with 
the best all-around comedy show 
its had in some time. The laughs 
come thick and fast and if the 
aroma of freshly-popped corn is al- 
ways in evidence, the crowd that 
drops in here nightly loves it that 
way. 

Yocks this session stem from the 
antics of Ben Blue and his comedy 
revue. Blue has never been better. 
He’s a constant howl whether with 
sideline mutterings as his “troupe” 
stages its cockeyed version of a 
“DuBarry” scene or with hilarious 
“‘mind-reader” routine aided bv 
Sid Fields. It’s funny stuff that’s 
being peddled and all concerned 
are slick salesmen. 

Fields is a fine foil as Les 
Lyons and blonde _ Stephanie 
Stevens who has little to do but 
stand around, ornament the scene 
and take the almost-ribald com- 
ment that's dished. Frankie Hyers 
has a neat solo as a tap dancer 
and does some okay comedy work 
and Cully Richards, less bawdy and 
therefore much better, socks over 
his stuff, including some oldies 
that are so well sold they still 
draw screams. 

Roberta Lee is back with some 
bouncy vocalizing that earns 
turns and Mary Foy—who gets too 
little to do—also draws a spot of 
singing. Charley Foy isn’t billed 
for this layout but the patrons 
wouldn’t stand for any such vaca- 
tion—even despite Richards’ ribald 
answer to the oft-repeated 
“Where's Charley?” 

Windup, with even the chef get- 
ting into the act, is a slick take- 
off on an orch glee club which is 
helped by the fine backing job by 
Abbey Browne’s crew. 

Between shows there’s songs and 
pianistics by Kay Parsons who has 
a limitless repertoire. Kap. 
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Ciro’s. Leondou 
London, June 27. ; 
Cecil Landeau’s “Summer Nights,’ 
with Marce le Bon, Jean Bayless, 
Audrey tlepburn, Diana Monks, 
Harry Locke, Sara Luzita & Tutte 
Lemkow, David Hurst, Anne Las- 
celles, Maurice Winnick’s Orch, 

Conde Tiree; $1.50 cover. 


Many of the best bits of Cecil 
Landeau’s_ ill-fated “Sauce Pi- 
quante” have been salvaged to 
make this layout one of the most 
‘ambitious floor shows in town. 
Production is costing around $1.- 
500 a week, which is considerably 
above average for.a show of, 28 
minutes. 

It is presented with minimum ef 
effects. There’s no trick lighting 
or special scenery. Costuming is 
gay and motif is pegged on a light- 
hearted note. It opens without 
frills with Marcelle Bon, one of 
the French stars, singing “Painting 
Rainbows” in which he is joined 
by Jean Bayless. There’s also a 
nice dance routine by Diana Monks 
and Audrey Hepburn. 

Harry Locke’s impressions con- 
tinue to score on novelty. He spe- 
cializes in takeoffs of movies from 
all parts of the world and scores 
best laughs by comic sub-titling of 
them. Two other numbers done 
with charm are “Mademoiselle de 
Paris” and “La Vie en Rose.” Miss 
Bayless joins le Bon in the second 
number and Miss Monks and Anne 
Lascelles aid Miss Hepburn in the 
dance number. 

One of the highspots of the show 
is an exciting Spanish dance by 
Sara Luzita and Tutte Lemkow, 
done to fascinating rhythm. David 
Hurst’s guide bit an overlong 
monolog with occasional flashes of 
wit, but most of the humor is ob- 
vious. As a finale, the entire com- 
pany is on for a lively trolie. 

Muro. 
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(aribar Room. BD. ¢. 
(WARDMAN PARK HOTEL) 
Washington, June 28. 
Daryl Harpa revue, with Marna 
Paige, Barbara & Jeff James, Len 
nu Ges, Russel Collquette & Bill 
Jouce, Maria Cardos, and Pualani 
& Poauhua; Harpa Orch; minimum, 
$1.75. 


The Wardman Park’s long estab- 
lished Metronome Room switched 
its name to the Caribar recently 
and went Latin-American to the 
tunes and revue of Darvl Harpa, 
who moved over from the Latin 
Quarter. Now a new Harpa show, 
with a Hawaiian accent, has come 
in although the name and flavor 
ot the high-ceilinged room continue 
Central American. 

“Paradise Isle,” the revue, 
Strongly follows the format of its 
Caribbean predecessor. However. 
Harpa, a young impresario, is 
learning fast. The pieces of the 
show are smoother and fit together 
better. More important, the dane- 
ing is far above that in the initial 
| production although the comedy ts 
still thin. 

Star of layout is Marna Paige. 
peppy and attractive chantoosey 
from the Philippines. 

Miss Paige solos with the en- 
semble in the opener with a ro- 
mantic number, “Paradise Isle” and 
later returns for a change of pace 
with a raucous comedy item called 
“Hilo Hattie,” which she sings in 
costume with exaggerated padding. 


Toward the finish she returns for | 


a “Raindrops” number. 

Bill Jovce and Russel Collquette, 
former Kathryn Dunham _ pupils, 
deliver a “native” dance in loin- 
cloths and later, Jovee returns with 
what is probably the standout of 
the revue. This is a solo dance 


‘telling the story of a drunken Ha-| 


waiian beachboy twisting and bob- 
bing to a bad case of heebie-jeebies. 
It is a physically exhausting num- 
ber and brings top returns from 
the payees. Dance is done to the 
rhythm of drums, in a baby spot- 
light. 

Pualani and Paauhau are a Ha- 
Waiian pair new to the Harpa 
troupe. Gal does a hula and also 
vocals with own uke accompani- 
ment as male partner sings and 
dances. This pair needs to loosen 
up a little more and will then de- 
liver better. Jeff James plays the 
Sailor and tap dances with Barbara 
James as a native gal. Comedy 
touch is given by Lenny Gess in 


song, “Mayor of Kanakakai Isle.” | 


Revue signs off with entire com- 
pany singing “Aloha” and distribu- 
ting colored paper leis among the 
customers, a showmanlike touch 
which appears much appreciated. 
Costuming is nifty. pre*iding a 
bright setting for the 40-minute, 
well paced show. Lowe. 


(Ciro’s. Hollywood 
: Hollywood, June 28. 
Rosalind Courtright. Dick Sta- 


bile’s Orch (8); Geri Galian rhum- 


band (5); cover $1.50, $2. 


_It has been more than a year 
since the home folks saw Rosalind 
Courtright work, so they turned 


‘ae 


| stateside officers’ 


out opening night for a social eve- 
ning. Unfortunately, Miss Court- 
right overstayed what had been a 
hearty welcome home. 

Chanteuse is in for a limited en- 


gagement only and the complete | 


entertainment burden falls on her 
shapely sheulders. She’H have no 
difficulty carrying it, but she has 


‘to trim that opening night effort 


in half to make it top drawer en- 
tertainment instead of spasmodic- 
ally soggy stuff. 

Miss Courtright got 
right foot with an offstage vocal 
and came on to win good returns 
with her first few numbers, includ- 
ing “Blue Bird in My Heart’ and 
a special material bit “Go West, 
Young Man.” Some of her other 
special material, however, is limp 
and she errs in an overlong rou- 
tine explaining her trek away from 
home which includes some un- 
familiar foreign tunes that kept 
her audience squirming. 

She got some sock returns by 
bringing vet tunesmith Jimmy Me- 
Hugh up on stage for a medley of 
his numbers and then followed it 
with an anti-climactie “career” ditty. 
Skillfully trimmed it should be an 
okay turn because Miss Courtright 
has the voice and the delivery 
knowhow to click without trouble 
and she’s at‘home in this type of 
room. 

Musichores are shared 
Stabile and Geri Galian 
tormer providing show 


by Dick 
with the 
backing. 
Kap. 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake. N. Y., July 4. 
Jett Clark, radio singer. in from 
N. Y. C., for rest and observation. 
Ditto for Jeanne Romer (Mrs. Jeff 

Clark), 

Abe Zavon 
Philly exchange 
Pasquale, whos 
clear, 

A carnation 
berger, sales 
for RKO, 
to the gang. 

Inez Delores Liverpool. former 
Rogerite and nitery hostess, recup- 
ing at the Deaconess hospital, 
Brookline, Mass., from recent op- 
eration. 

Harold Wood, exec of Neighbor- 
hood Theatres. Richmond. Va.. in 
for weekend with frau, Ruth Wood, 
who is doing nicely. 

Niteries in Saranac and Tupper 
Lake going out on a limb to draw 
the tourist trade here. Elk’s Club 
has added dancing with Danny 
Page and Versatile Three. Colo- 
nial Inn has Three Tones. Sparky’s 
Tavern has Mountain Music 
Makers. 

Jack 
Johnny 
nicely. 

The David Romaniks shot in 
from Brooklyn to spend vacation 
with their son Walter (CBS) Ro- 
manik, who recently received good 
,clinie report. 

Sam (RKO) Kelley left for 
N. Y. C., for a 10-day furlough. 

John Eaton, ex-Rogerite and 
singer, left for Scranton, Pa., after 
receiving an O. K. on recent check- 
up at Variety Clubs hospital. 

Write to those who are ill. 


]-Armed Bandits Banned 


Vienna, June 27. 

Armvy’'s Inspector General put a 
quick end to the attempt. of the 
money-grabbing bar and nightclub 
in U. S.-occupied zone Bristol 
hotel to get off the nut via slot 
machines. 

Officers operating the spot im- 
ported slot machines from the 
U. S. Cost is reported to be $250 
per machine, including adaptation 
to take Austrian schilling coins 
(about 3!2 cents). These imme- 


Bros. 
Bob 
an all- 


of Warner 
in to visit 
flashing 

to Leon J. 

promotion 


(RKO) 
Lake, 


and 
doing 


Wasserman 
radio actor, 





‘diately got tremendous play from 


homesick G.I.s and their families, 
piling up sizeable profits for the 
Bristol. 

But after a couple of weeks when 
knowledge of the machines’ oper- 
ations percolated officially to head- 
quarters, the verboten edict was 
handed down. This, despite the 
presence of slot machines in most 
clubs. and the 
fact that gambling is legal in Aus- 
tria. 


| 
off on the 


‘for board. 


Bam- | 
; manager | 
for playing cards gifts | gospel 


| 
| 


AGVA Strike Off 


Continued from page 43 


_ Resort Assn. will have to pony up 
'$1,000 bond in order to insure 
‘shows. Agency groups and AGVA 
‘are currently working on the new 
pact and it’s expected to be ready 
by the end of the week. 


Thursday's meeting had _ the 
largest turnout of any in the N. Y,. 
area within the past few years. 
More than 300 attended. Confab 
was addressed by Georgie Price, 
AGVA presidential candidate, who 
urged greater interest in union af- 
fairs; Jack Katz, ARA counsel and 
Sid Leipzig, AAA president. Jackie 
Bright chairmanned. 

As a result of the agreement, acts 
started their trek to the hills the 
following day. It’s one weekend 
in which nearly every act works 
two and three spots per night, and 
loss of this coin would have been 
a serious blow to performer in- 
comes. Beginning with the holi- 
day weekend, acts travelling to the 
mountains are insured as per pact. 

Dunn, at this confab, rapped Ac- 
tors Equity’s contract with the Stan- 
ley Wolff Players, a legit group 
which provides shows in mountain 
resorts from $90 to $125 nightly. 
Dunn stated that under agreement 
with ‘Equity. performers get $50 
weekly out of which $25 is charged 
Dunn said that he’ll at- 
tempt to persuade mountain ops to 
use acts just breaking in or older 
performers who have difficulty get- 
ting engagements on such nights as 
they would ordinarily use the Wolff 
group. 





Gospel Singer Tharpe 
Draws 22,000 in D.C. 


Sister Rosetta Tharpe, the Negro 
singer, mixed religious 
tunes and fireworks to a strong 
gate at Griffith Stadium, Washing- 
ton, Sunday (2). She drew 22.000 
attendance at $3 top. 


Following her song session there 
was an hour-long fireworks dis- 


RUSTY 
FIELDS 


“The One Man Show” 


Currently: 
FIFTH RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


CAVE O’ THE WINDS 
CHICAGO 


Direction: AL DVORIN 
54 West Randolph St., Chicage 




















Publicize Your Act with 
COLOR POSTCARDS 


New Low Prices! Immediate Delivery! 
Amazing new  Lithe-Color Process 
gives you beautiful full-coler pest- 
cards at low cost. True eriginal 
colors of yourself or your act printed 
from Kedachromes with space on 
back for your publicity message. 
Here's a proven way to advertise . . 
build new contacts. Prices are low. 
Satisfaction GUARANTEED! ALSO: 
Low Cost Biack and White Glossy 
Photo Reproductions. 

Send for FREE SAMPLES and 

New Lew Prices TODAY! 


HANKEL LITHO-COLOR PRODUCTIONS 
314 W. Superior Street 
Dept. V-75 Chicago 10, Ill. 




















Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT ANC BAR 


158 West 44th Street, New York 
LUxemburg 2-4488 


WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


AUDITIONS AT 7 P.M. 
ALL TYPE PERFORMERS INVITED 



































Watch 
For.. 


“Christine Nelson gets raves from 


shew-stopper!”’ 


“Miss Nelson has 
work standout. . . 





CHRISTINE NELSON 


on Ed Sullivan’s ‘Toast of the Town” 
This Sunday, July 9th 


(Just Completed 34 Weeks Hotel Sherman, Chicago) 


Gal's a terrific comedienne that wallops!” 


“The kids (in the COLLEGE INN STORY) interpret roles of famous folk 
new, will be famous themselves someday, particularily Christine Nelsen, a@ 


a natural smile and flair for buriesquing that made her 


Met.: GLORIA SAFIER, 457 Madison Ave., New Yerk, N. Y. 


on-leckers for her wacky comedics. 
Greg, VARIETY. 


Ray Hunt, Sun-Times. 


Johnny Sippel, Billboard. 
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Line Producers Hope for Upbeat 
In Chorus Employment This Fall 


While employment of chorus 
lines is currently at the lowest 
point in years, line producers feel 


that the fall will definitely see an 
upswing for these ensembles. Dur- 
ing the past few seasons, at the 
slightest dip in business, many 
spots eliminated lines to pare tal- 
ent costs. 

Producers feel that this era is 
definitely over, pointing out that 
most of the major spots which 
survived the dip in cafe biz employ 
gal lines. It’s particularly true in 
New York, where the major nitery 
operations now have choruses, 

Producers also declare that the 
value of a chorus was amply dem- 
onstrated last season at the Piping 
Rock, Saratoga Springs, which 
started out without an ensemble, 
but after a few days hurriedly 
recruited one, and business perked. 

It’s felt that wherever there’s a 
concentration of transient trade, 
the girl shows bring in heavy busi- 








4k 





Cantor’s Dates 


Continued from page 2 


NBC’s big vaudeo show, which is 
to be sponsored by Colgate-Palm- 
olive-Peet in the Sunday night 8 
to 9 period. (Fred Allen is another 
of the emcees, while the remaining 
two have not yet been signed; 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis may 
be added iater.) His one-man tour 
will take him to 28 different cities, 
starting Sept. 16, in El Paso and 
winding Nov. 18 in Richmond, Va. 
Deal calls for a $2,000 guarantee 














the gross, 


Cantor, meanwhile, is scheduled 
to speak July 19 at a United Jew- | 
ish Appeal luncheon at the Hotel | 
Commodore, N. Y. He requested | 
the UJA meet be called, via a cable 
from Israel, so that he can explain | 
first-hand his impressions of the | 





|per performance, against 50% of 


Tex Nitery Blows Up 


Taylor, Tex., July 4. 

The Belvadier nightclub was 
wrecked by an explosion and fire 
last week. An investigation is un- 
der way by city and county officers 
as deliberate blasting of the club 
is suspected. 

The building was owned by Har- 
ry Schroeder, of Austin, and oper- 
ated by T. W. Crowder. 


Chi Agents To 
Battle AGVA On 


Cuffo Franchises 


Chicago, July 4. 
Entertainment Managers Assn. 
|last week backed up the Artists 











| sold down the river” 


| Representatives Assn. stand against | 


the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists edict which would grant li- 
censes free to any agent booking 
AGVA acts. Midwestern group, in 
|one of the largest meetings in re- 
cent months—about 60 agents at- 


ness. It’s particularly true in New | |new Jewish state. While in Israel, | tending—!ashed out at the variety 


York and Chicago. 


REX 


RAMER 


Currently: 


HENRY GRADY HOTEL 
Atlanta, Georgia 














Direction: 
EDDIE ELKORT 
& Leslie Grade, Ltd., Inc, 
250 West S7th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Lew 




















Rersénal Representative 
HESS MAYER 


e Shamrock. Houston lex “ 

















Wally Overman 
COLORS IN RHYTHM 


TOURING FOX INTERMOUNTAIN 
FHEATRE CIRCUIT 
Management: 


MATTY ROSEN, New York 
SAM ROBERTS, Chicago 























Musical Acts Organize to Combat 
AGVA’s Alleged Sellout’ to AFM 


A group of musical acts are 
working to cancel the agreement 
now in effect between the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists and 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. Dissenters, which comprise 
mainly harmonica players but will | 
include musical acts who have been | 
surrendered by AGVA to AFM be- 
cause of recent agreement, are cur- | | 
rently petitioning the AGVA na-| 
tional board to cancel this agree- | 
ment and negotiate another that | 
will be more favorable to this cate- | 
gory of performer. 


Group feels that “they have been | 
and _ sacri- | 
ficed for a “phoney peace at) 
Petrillo’s terms.” Agreement, re- 
cently concluded between AGVA\| 
and AFM, calls for harmonica acts | 
and predominantly musical turns | 
to work only on AFM contracts. 


These turns feel they have got-| 
ten the worst end of the deal. Ac- 





tion the AGVA board to cancel cur- 
rent agreement and work on a new 
contract. If they’re unable to get 
action, they plan to take their 
grievances to the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America. At pres- 
ent, they do not contemplate seces- 
sion from AGVA or AFM. Dewey 
Barto, former AGVA national ad- 
ministrator, under whose adminis- 
tration AGVA originally sued the 
AFM, and Bill Feinberg, candidate 
for Local 802 presidency, addressed 
| the organization. Latter urged re- 
tention of membership in AFM, 
and work within the union for a 
set of rules which will apply to 
their particular circumstances. 
| However, group feels that basic 
| contract is so bad that it must be 
scrapped immediately. 


A steering committee compris- 
ing Manson, Don Henry and John 
Carlton has been elected. A peti- 
| tions committee including Augie 
Thompson, Seymour Epstein, Don 
Prible, Alan Pogson, Charles 
Leighton, Ernie Morris, Bob Cof- 


| Cantor talked with all types of peo- | union and called for a united front. | 
|Ple, ranging from bricklayers to, Body passed a resolution saying | 
peererarenn officials. they would follow any action that | 


f ‘ 
eording to spokeaman for the aroun | ee and Ted Arkin was also named. 


Eddy Manson, the acts have to pay | 














Cole Circus Does 


Okay in Bklyn 


The Cole Bros. Circus with Bill | 
| (Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd made a 
| comparatively equal showing at |} 
Ebbets Field, Brooklyn, as at | 
Yankee Stadium, N.Y. But the 


same lack of advertising and pub- 
licity plagued the show. Eight per- : 
| formances on the home grounds of | 
the Brooklyn Dodgers' brought! 


kee’s_ ballpark for nine 
Again, the circus had _ excellent 
weather. 


Show closed yesterday (Tues.) 
afternoon and is slated to open to- 
day (Wed.) at Jersey City Stadium 
for two days, followed by two days 
in Newark on the same lot usually 
played by the Ringling Bros., 
Barnum & Bailey Circus. A one-| 
day stand in Wilmington, Del., fol- 
lows July 12 and four days in 
Washington, starting July 13 is 
next stand. Show goes to Phila- 
delphia for six days starting July 
ats 


Circus spokesman stated that the 
show should not have gone into 
New York so soon after the Ring- 
lings completed their Madison 
Square Garden run. It was felt 
b.o. was hurt by the closeness of 
both dates. 

Boyd is definite to stay with the 
show through those dates. Whether 
he’ll continue beyond that hinges 
|on how soon he must be on the 
Coast for a pic commitment. 


























JERRY ' 


BERGMAN 


with the 
Ping Pong Balls 
Enjoying Europe, Thank You 
Return Date 
August Ist 
CIRO’S CLUB, LONDON 


August 15th 
CASINO, ESTORIL 


September 5th 
INTER. MAGIC 
CONGRESS, BARCELONA 


Television 
LONDON AND PARIS 


around 161,000 admissions at a $3 | 
top, as against 200,000 at the Yan- | 
shows. | 




















SONGS THAT PACK.EM IW/ 


~ Television 
f Radic 
Supper Clubs 


; ; Recordings 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ARA wou!d take and that no agent | 
would accept a license from AGVA 
on that basis without approval o 
EMA. 


Several members 





would persist in the action, which | 
according to them would under- | 
mine the agents’. organizations, | 
agents wuuld book regardless of | 
|'whether acts were union or not| 
‘and that AGVA members would | 
probably form a rump union. As| 
;controllers of talent and_ spots, 
agents feel that they can sway tal- 
lent away from the AGVAV. EMA 
(‘also went on record as opposing | 
'5% tax on clubdates union has pro- | 
posed. 





Vaude, Cafe Dates 
Hollywood 


| MCA lining up a 10-week vaude 
and nitery tour for Andy and Della 
Russell...Patti Page booked to 
follow Frankie Laine, with whom 
she has dueted several Mercury 
| platters, into Ciro’s late this sum- 
mer...Joan Elms chirping at the 
| Ferris Hotel, Reno...Margaret 
Padula reoptioned at Kings Restau- 
rant...The Charlivels, currently 
doing an engagement at the Mapes 
Hotel, Reno, open at the Chez 
Paree, Chicago, July 15 for four 
weeks and then head for Toronto 
to appear at the Confederation of 
Canadian Labor conclave with 
Danny Kaye. 

Roger Ray, who wound an eight- 
day stand at Ciro’s last Tuesday 
(27), goes into the Golden hotel, 
Reno, July 19 for a fortnight... 
Bobby Troup was accompanied by 
Al Viola on guitar and Lloyd Pratt 
on bass, former members of the 
original Page Cavanaugh trio, 
when he opened at the Captain’s 
Table June 29... Bill Lankin, one- 
armed 88er, reoptioned by Mildred 
Lucey’s for six more weeks. . 
| Mata and Hari open at Mocambo 
' tomorrow night (5)... King Cole 
| Trie booked into the State Line 
Club, Lake Tahoe, Aug. 7. 

Bunny Bishop, thrush recently 
|in the short-lived legiter “Of All 
Things,” inked for a fortnight stand 
| at the Flamingo, Las Vegas, open- 
ing July 15 at $500 per week... 
| Rudy Vallee toplining the layout at 
| Cal Neva Lodge, Lake Tahoe with 
| Ted and Phyllis Rodriguez, dance 
| team, also on on bill... Patti Page 
| opens a two-weeker at the Thun- 
| derbird, Las Vegas, July 20. 














| Chicago 
Chicago, July 4. 

| Bismarck hotel closes its Swiss 
| Chalet for the summer July 8, re- 
|opening after Labor Day ... 
‘Johnny Bashman_ repeats’ at 
Helsings Aug 1... Eileen Barton 
set for RKO theatre, Cincinnati, 
July 13. Silver Frolics has 
switched 'to ‘two week shows for 
summer . Sid Harris, of Mutual 
Entertainment, off to Iowa to pro- 
mote new ait with Larry Allen, 
Dick Hyde and _five-girl line. 
Already set for Turinn, Sioux City, 
July 6. 
at the Oriental July 20 or 27, de- 
pending on run of “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” 


| 


¢ | their salary. 


| 


pointed out | to double into another spot. 
that they believed thot if AGVA | thermore, the group alleges that in 





Dick Contino headlines | 


|a travelling tax to the AFM which | 
takes a considerable bite out of 
In addition, once 
they hit a town, they are forbidden 
Fur- 


certain types of acts, musicians’ 
| scale is so high that many musical 
| performers are unable to obtain 
work. They claim it’s impossible 
for them to operate in their usual 
| manner because of AFM restric- 
tions. 


Group, which call themselves the 
Association of Musical Acts, met 
last Thursday (29) at the Malin 
studios, N. Y., and decided to peti- | 





Measles Cancel Moppet | 
Star’s N.Y. Strand Date’ 


Screen moppet Margaret O’Brien, 
who was slated to open Friday (7) | 
at the Strand theatre, N. Y., has 
cancelled out because of measles. | 
Spot has been taken by Jane Pick-' 
ens and the Escourtiers (6). 

Rest of the bill will comprise | 
Buddy Lester and Laurette and 
Clymas. 





No Gags on Empty Houses 


London, June 27. 


Artists who draw attention to_ 
empty theatres, particularly dur-. 
ing the hot weather season, are be- | 
ing rapped over the knuckles by | 
the executive of the Variety 
Artists’ Federation. They have | 
been warned that complaints have 
been received from managements. 


Some of the gags in this cate-| 
gory, such as “they’ ve forgotten to | 
open the doors,’ or “you two’ 
should get together” are stated by | 
the VAF to be in very bad taste. | 
Also that they might cause litiga- | 
tion between artists and manage- | 
ments. | 














VIC HYDE 
STOPPED SHOW 


Amid a reception reminiscent 
of Danny Kaye, American hu- 
morist Vic Hyde stopped the 
show at the Empire last night 
with the most’ extraordinary 
and original act seen in variety 
for a long time. 

Hyde, a superb musician as 
well as an excellent comic, 
starts with one trumpet, then 
two trumpets, switches to trom- 
bone and piano, and winds up 
his act playing four trumpets in 
one hand as he marches round 
the stage twirling a baton in 
the other. And all of it is mu- 
sic—good music. 


—DAILY RECORD, 
Glasgow, Scotland. 


Currently 


BLACKPOOL 
PALACE 


July 17 to Aug. 5 
SAVOY HOTEL, LONDON 


Mgt.: FOSTER’S AGENCY, London 




















The Theatres of the Stars 


LOEW’ 
MARCUS LOEW . 


BUILDI 
160 West 46th Street, N. 
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GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 
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Chicago theatre revises its disk 
jockey show July 14 with Margaret 
Whiting still headlining but Bill 
Snyder orch supplanting Vice Da- 
mone and Homer Jethro, “Ish” Ka- 


PHIL EDWARDS 


545 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17,N. Y. 
Denese Hill 7-6865 





prising rest of the bill.,, 
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whether full or split week 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 

















(L) Loew: (M) Moss; ‘P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stall) (W) Warner 
(WR) Walter Reade 
NEW YORK CITY ; Johnny O’Brien Empire ($) 3 Jee Poynton 
Capitol (L) 10 | Carl Sands Ore Ice Revue Aces ORPE 
Ralph Flanagan O | Regal (P) 7 4 Eskimos ; as 
Vhelma Carpenter | Illinois Jacques Ore Rene Strange. | Pty : 
Los Gatos | Ella Fitzgerald Anne Rogers Hus te Gree! 
Ballantine Timmy Rogers Eddie Ward 3 ee _— 
Music Mall (1) 6 Cass Owen & Topsy Somers & Jean Desmond . e 
Jet Freedom Ring Sydna McKinney» z . oe lag Ml 
Vy DETROIT velo ros te « ‘ 
py toe Cinderella (P) Geo Stevens SHEPHERDS — 
Peg Leg Bates 8 Only Tonner Martyn _ Empire (S) 
Rockettes Asylum of Horrors LEEDS Woods & Jarrett 
Cerps de Ballet _ Empire (M) 3 Eddie Williams 
Glee Club Olympia (P) 5 Tommy Trinder Pep Graham 
Svm Ore Timara & Oldfield Barbara Pefry Morrocos 
Palace (R) 6 Terry Bennett Lois Green Shorty Mounsey 
4 Ervings Toni Arden Les Marchants Lewis Hardcastle 
George Prentice 3 Swifts gg Bn 4 Raenes ——. 
Marshall & Frankie’ § Ishkabibble & al orma - un a s 
Jeese James & C Michael D LEICESTER SUNDERLAND 
Bob Dupont OMAHA _ Palace (S) 3 _ Empire (M) 3 
Fifi D’Orsay Orpheum (P) 7 Eltham & Sharpe Kent Brow 
Harry Savoy Henry Busse Or« Marianne Sam Costa 
Gautier’s Gene Sheldon Merry 3° é Bobby Breen 
Steeplechase Wally Ward & M . = -_ es wee 
) carl Jac ; B asy: alice yross Oo: 
Sarda” a 2 7 Lous LIVERPOOL Richman & Jackson 
Dave Barbour 4 St Levis (FM) 6 Empire (M) 3 Rhoda Diane 
Bill Darnel Horace Heidi's Nicholas Bros R & M Lamar 
Herbie Fields Orc All Star Unit Deep River Boys SWANSEA 
George Wright SAN FRANCISCO Olga Varona Empire (M) 3 
Roxy (!) 7 Golden Gate (R) 4 Raymond Smith Reg Dixon 
Vivian Blaine | Lionel Hampton O Ford & Lennet Flying Comets 
Will Mahoney | Curley Hamme Harry Bailey p Jovcee Golding 
Carol Lynne Kitty Murray Rex Ropet & at Semprini 
George Banyas | Will Mastin 3 Jackie Co Allen Bros & June 
Tricie : | WASHINGTON Martell Sis Roger Carne 
Strand (W) 8 Capito! (Ll) 6 LONDON Pegsy Cavell 
Jane Pickens Co 3 Suns ; ag tone (M) 3 Cyathie & Gladys 
tuddy Lester A & D Russell a tude alettos 
Laurette & Clymas | Jerry Colonna ve: ye yin wes reams Ton 
Florian Zabach Pryde & Day Rolls Rolls - —" ()) 
( Le 
Gavel wo FT | CANADA Harry Kahne Al Marshall & Lana 
Paul Williams Ore | EAST HAMPTON {aves age American Spitfires 
larry Darnell 3 | Granada (!) 3 ae arren & Prince Kari Kari Co 
Erroll Garner 3 | Betty Co EI + yl ee Alan Alan 
Crackshot Co | J & M Kinson “4 sranadas Reggie Dennis ; 
Chubby Newsom | Fran Dowie ee Tiller Regina Maida Co 
Sandy Simms 5 Adamarios Po re so Ladd West 
CHICAGO MONTREAL skyrockets Orc Fredel 
Chicago (P) 7 | Gayety (1) 3 MANCHESTER WOLVERHAMPTON 
Andrews Sis Jerry White Hippodrome (S) 3 Hippodrome i!) 3 
Bob Crosby iT & A Millar a a Harry Rowson 
Vie & Adio | Syd Chatton ohnny Denis Co lris Barrie 
Bunny Briggs 16 Marcos ~~ roger oa Andree | Phyllis Newtom 
Oriental (1) 7 | 3 Harmonitones Fe ‘ sucas | Phil Rivers 
4 Ames Bros | Marie Rubini Charlee « pong or aad 
. J. rs . > c @ : d Oo 
Ted & Flo Vallet Will Skinner On Sick ieeneiens anda gg al 
NEWCASTLE lan Hynes 
BRITAIN Empire (M) 3 David Bros 
Allan Jones Garland & Roberts 
Hackford & , Gold Dig’in’ Lovties 
ASTON 3 Cordells Dovle WOOD GREEN 
Hippodrome (1!) 3 Maple Lesf 4 Walter Niblo ! Empire (S) 3 
Gordon & Colville John Tiller Girls Fayvne & Evans Gene Marvey 
Anna Mac BRISTOL Cookes Ponies Freddie Bamberger 
Patricia & Colin Hippodrome (‘S) 3 2 Cromwells J Hutch & Stan 
Gwynne Evans 4 | Donald Peers Suma LaMente Kitty Bluett 
8 Sherman Fisher Alec Pleon 2 Sophisticates loan Rhodes 
Girls Myrons NOTTINGHAM Roger Smith 
Norman | Stella Marie & Paul Empire (M) 3 Jack Melville 
Norman Vaughn i} D & E Wilcox Issvy Bonn Bebe & Belle 
Singing Pygram & Brandon Patricia & Rudy YORK 
Barnstormers Jimmy Elliott Len Clifford & F Empire (1) 3 
Piccadilly Nudes | Godtrey & Kirby» Musical Efliotts Norman Savage 
BIRMINGHAM Murray & Hunton Maurice & Ray Yvonne Browne 
Hippodrome (M) 3 BRIXTON Jobn Tiller Girls Haddon Hall 
Lena Horne j Empress (1!) 3 PORTSMOUTH Jack Dwyei 
Carsony Bros ; Dump Harris & $ Royal (M) 3 Steps Lee 
Max Bygraves | Billy Barr Lee Brooklyn Johnny Gritchley 
Terry Hall | Johnny Downes Jill Manners Stanley West 
Stuart & Gray Joey Hopkinson Michel David Nairn 
BLACKPOOL Bennett O'Loghlan 
Grand (1) 3 Eddie Arnold 
Josef ae Patricia Leigh ( b Bill 
Jack Radcliffe Monte Marwin t 
Helen Norman DeVeres Lovlies a are l $ 
Roy Allan E Lees Radio Quiz 
Jack Desmonde a @ 
Francis & Grey Patace (ft) 
Joan Stuart Speedy Smith NEW YOKK CITY 
nettes Lovl Gwendoline Gray : 
“Tadies . McKay Bros & V Birdiana _ Park Ave 
Jimmy Wheeler Alwyn Miller Errol Garner Billy Daniels 
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Terry-Thomas Sheldon Allen _ Bop City C Cavallaro Ore 
Gypays 3 Willie Wilson Bill Farrell Hotel Biltmore 
Jerry Desmondo Hugh Lombard Charlie Barnet Harold Nage! Ore 
3 Olanders CHISWICK Arnett Cobb Ore Hotel Edison 
Ben Yost Guards Empire (S) 3 cafe Society Joel Shaw Ore 
Palace (1) 3 Harold Berens i eaewe Hotel New Yorker 
Ar atum 


S & M Harrison 
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Rookies 
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B. Pennington 
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Vincent Lopez Ore 
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Frank Libuse 
Tommy Dix 
Edith Fellows 
Margot Brander 
Choppy 
Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 
Naaman Ders 
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Penthouse 


| Paul Taubman 


Riviera 
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Pat Terry 
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Walter Nve Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
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Jock cee 3 | Olive White Freda Wing 
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— eel f Marsha Stevens Sammy Kave 
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yo ee D’Aquila Oro Mischa Borr Ure 
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Nudes Parisian 


HACKNEY Mimi Kelly 


“Roaring Twenties” | Ray Hysen 


Margaret Banks 


Jesse Elliot 
Ray Arnett 


Hotei Stevens 
Joan Hyldoft 


Bobo Lewis | Arnold Shoda 
Bobby Barry Jerry Mapes 
Perry Mitchell Jack Raflleer 
Sherman Hayes Ore Farrar & Carter 
Cher faree Douglas Dufiy 


Sophie Tucker 
Joe E. Lewis 

Hot Shots (3) 
Tony Fontaine 
Doran & France 
D Derben Ders (12) 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Chico Ore 


| Harper Flaherty 
| Bob Fitzgerald 
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Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 
Paimer House 


Ralph a Mickey _Deems 
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Dulcina Willie Shore 
Otto Garcia Beazie Saxon 
Dick Benedis Rice Sis 


' 


El Gringo Me! Cole Ore 


New Acts 








THE MODERNAITIRES (5) 
Sones 
20 Mins. 
Starlight Roof, N. Y. 
Since working with the late 


Glenn Miller’s band, this quintet 
undergone considerable re- 
vamping in personnel. Only Paula 
Kelly and her husband. Hal Dickin- 
remain from the original 
with Francis Scott, Johnny 
Drake and Allan Copeland joining 
later, 

As presently constituted. it’s a 
topflight turn. Clever, versatile 
and precisely routined, this group's 
visual impact joins with smart vo- 
caling in a way to make them a 
natural for any stage or nitery. 
Ditto for video. The importance ot 
the in-person dimension for this 
group could explain the disparity 
between their sock reception in 
this room and the covler reaction 
to their disks and radio chores on 
the “Club 15” airer. 

Combo has more 
than vocal appeal. 
sav more or less straight vocals, 
such as “It’s a Wonderful Town.” 
they make a nice but conventional 
impression. But when they plunge 


has 


son, 


group 


of a comedy 
When they 


es- 


'into their comedy singing routines. 


they 
ority. 
Miss 


display a distinctive superi- 
Kelly's 
Date.” with Francis 
the use of “strange interlude,” 
echo passages, preludes a smash 
string of novelty numbers. Among 
the best is “Relax, Relax.’ a psy- 
chiatric excursion in which this 
combo assumes a series of 


duet of “Blind 


Scott. with 


Zany | 


attitudes, climaxed by a shattering | 


duelling sequence. Another high- 
light in Copeland’s impressions of 
the usual Hollywood star gallery 
with the group joining in for a 
devastating rib of the Kay Thomp- 
son vocal-ballet routine. For 
change of pace, the male quartet 
dishes up some barber shop har- 
monies on “Daddy’s Little Girl,” 
but this slowdown is a breather 
for the ensuing “Relax” number 
which earns a beg-oft hand. Dick- 
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5 Water Follies of 1950 


(MUNICIPAL AUD., K. C.) 
Kansas City, June 28. 


Revue in two acts, staged and 
produced by Sam_ Snyder, Chore- 
ography, Natalie Kamarova;: assist- 


ant for water sequences, Barbara | 


Youtman; musical 
George Kameroff: musical direc- 
tor, Larry Flint; emcee, Lenny 
Laden. Cast: Marino Sisters (3), 
Gloria French, Roger Nadeau, Ed- 
die Rose, Vinson Twins, Jack Mar- 
lin, Martha Ann Bentley, The Nor- 
mans (2). Bob Maxwell, Emile 
Hotte, Eddie Mullane, Jimmy Mar- 
tin, Aquabelles (16), Water Follies 
Orch. At Municipal Auditorium, 
Kansas City, Mo., June 27; $3 top. 


arrangements, 


“Water Follies” plavs the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium here for a two- 
week stand as the second of two 
professional units booked by the 
Centennial Assn. entertainment 
committee to heighten the city’s 
celebration. It’s the first swim- 
ming and diving show to plav the 
city, and thereby gains attention 
as a novelty. On the basis of a 
4.300 attendance opening night, 
show is away to a good start and 
should wind up with a satisfactory 
gross at $3 top. 

As entertainment, “Follies” 
shapes up as combo of vaude turns 
and water specialties, staged in 
two large (portable) pools, one for 
water ballet and specialties and 
other for diving, with a platform 
stage between. Show rates as spot- 
ty, being especially good in some 
vaude turns and diving sequences, 
slowing up when mermaids take to 
chorine work. Costumes are nifty 
and staging is okay. 

Following overture, aquabelles 
offer a line number on stage. fol- 
lowed by three Marino sisters’ flashy 
acrobatics. Gals return in swim 
suits for a pool session of rhyhtm 





and formation swimming. 


Atten- 
jtion then turns to diving pool 
where battery of comic divers rate 


hearty chuckles for fast paced, 
awkward antics. Gloria French in 
solo singing spot chirps trio of 
/tunes for ready approval. History 
of the 100-meter swim record is 
then narrated by Lenny Laden as 
Roger Nadeau runs through the 
various strokes in the pool. Eddie 
Rose joins Laden for an inning of 
nonsense and clowning, Laden 
playing it straight to foil for Rose’s 
brassy-type fun. Pair draw a de- 
serving hand for main comedy entry 
of the first act. Stately Vinson 
Twins take to the long pool for ada- 
gio precision number. Some of the 
,; best water work then takes place 
iin diving pool, with Jimmy Martin, 
Emile Hotte, Eddie Mullane, Roger 
Nadeau and Bob Maxwell alter- 
| nating in trick and fancy dives to 
; customers’ delight. First act finale 
,has line in a waltz interlude, with 
‘warbling by Miss French. and 
featuring Marta Ann Bentley. bal- 
lerina. She returns for a solo bit 
that proves her a top toe ballerina 
heavily applauded by the payees. 
Mermaids open second act on 
stage in South American fantasy 
'with magenta effects. Center stage 
is then held by Norman twosome 
in tableau-like hand-balancing ably 
done. Laden has brief moments 
describing antics of comic swim- 
mer, With Jack Marlin following in 
impersonations of screen and radio 
personalities. Mermaids return for 
pool number using magenta light- 
ing, and action switches to deep 
pool as diving quintet again draws 
a big hand for tandem routines. 
Finale has Rose and Nadeau in 
deep pool as comic shows how it™ 
is not done in challenge routine 
with the champ diver. Turn has 
a lot of fun for the house, but 
marred somewhat by unnecessarily 
blue material. Entire cast returns 
to the stage to wind up the two 
hours. Quin. 


| 











; 








film subject (traffic In drugs) a lit- 
tle touchy for the sensitive. souls 
who roam the docks in Marseilles; 
at any rate, shooting is going for- 
ward aboard a huge yacht, docked 
in the Cannes port. Miss Carol 
confided that after she finishes 
“Caroline Cherie,” the French act- 
ing plum of the year. she will 


leave tor Hollywood with Crane, 


where she hopes to find a com- 


|; parable success. 


The only thing 


i that worries her is her accent, but 
| since when has a French accent 


| 
ay 


inson gives accent to the comedy | 


with his mugging. ilerim. 





3 HARLEMONICAS 
instrumental 

10 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Composed of two harmonica 
players and a bass, this Negro trio 
scores neatly with some snappy ar- 
rangements. 


ists handle their instruments with | 


proficiency, while the bass player 
provides fine rhythmic accompani- 
thent. 
projects likeable personalities. 
With one of the lads using an ex- 
tra long harmonica and the other 


Trio works with ease and‘ 


The two mouthorgan- | vacht 


been a detriment to success in| 
Hollywood? 
The Chateau de la Croe, the 


huge, gawdy villa at Cap d’Antibes, 
long the favorite retreat of royalty, 
will again welcome the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor in August. 
Rumored to have been rented to 
the former Queen Mother of_ Italy, 
the villa will remain empty until 
the arrival of the Windsors. Inci- 
dentally the Windsors will not stay 
on the Riviera this summer as long 
as is their usual habit, since they 
are planning to go on an extensive 
Mediterranean crtilse aboard the 
of Charles Wrightsmann, 
Standard Oil executive and ftaith- 
ful Riviera patron. 
Meadows Masterminding 

Churchill has invaded Cannes. 

It's the name of the newest of the 


smart night clubs to open along 


alternating between two harmon- | 


icas of average size, trio comes 
through solidly, with renditions of 
“I’ve Got Rhythm,” “Harlemonica 
Blues,” “Sabre Dance” and another 
blues number. Boys. who have al- 
ready made a number of TV ap- 
pearances, impress as being good 
material for vaude and cafes. 
Gros, 





THE ARWOODS (2) 
Novelty 

8 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

The Arwoods, man and woman 
novelty turn, mix acrobatics and 
dog tricks. It’s a turn that holds 
interest and is okay for openers on 
family vaude bills. 


the pooches. 
balancing with canines that gets 
applause. Their acro work is in- 


the side avenues of the Croisette. 
It’s masterminded by London night 
club operator Harry Meadows, 
whose three successful London 
clubs, LaRue, 21 and Churchill, 


have put him in the forefront of. 
Originally | 


English club owners. 
called Fouquet’s, Meadows decided 


not to trade on the name of that 


famous -— Paris restaurant 
changed its name. 


and 
The opening 


_ last week brought out the top level 


Cannes society, including all the 
English residents, who found there 
all the Mayfair and Park Lane at- 
mosphere they could possibly hope 
for so far from home. 

The Brandt Sisters, champion 
ice skating-sister act, are endear- 


_ ing themselves to everyone. Hav- 
Major part of act is devoted to! 


cidental to the business with the. 


, hounds and serves to give act bet- 
ter pacing. 
Team have obviously been 
around, but hasn’t been listed in 
i Variety's New Act File. Jose, 


ing several months to spend on 


Male does some good | “Me, Riviera, they can’t make up 


their minds exactly where to stay. 
So they have decided to try 


a 
month in each center: Nice, 
Cannes, and Monte Carlo. 

Nothing so sensational as last 


season's introduction of craps is 
Monte Carlo’s newest innovation. 


Film Locations on Riviera 


Continued from 


page 2 








Cafe de Paris, the cafe situated op- 
posite the Casino, can play boule 
without budging from their aperi- 
tifs. Boule, a nine-number, poor- 
relation offshoot of roulette. has 
always been scorned by Monte 
Carlo, but in an effort to please 
everyone, the principality has 
agreed to experiment with one 
table in the hall of the cafe. 
Yvonne Vallee, ex-wife of Mau- 
rice Chevalier, will play hostess 
this summer in her Cannes villa, 
|Mes Choux, to Mary Pickford, 
Buddy Rogers and their adopted 
children. 
| The city fathers of Cannes have 
| left on a mission to Paris. This 
‘mission, it is said, is to convince 
| the government to definitely plan 
_a Film Festival in Cannes for 1951. 
Originally announced for that date, 
_there have been rumors and coun- 
| ter-rumors, with mutters from 
| Paris saying that the 20,000,000 
francs ($60,000) necessary for the 
festival would prove too much of 
a dent in the country’s budget. 
Those in the know say that the 
. city fathers have departed with a 
firm argument in their favor, 
which is that the revenue the gove 
ernment receives yearly from the 
tiny village, in the form of taxes 
from its two casinos, and its many 
luxury hotels, should more than 
justify the 20,000,000 francs neces- 
, Sary to put the festival across. 


‘Trees’ for Rent 


Continued from page 3 




















'erty, particularly in light of the 
leasing arrangement, and the fact 
jthat a mighty $250,000 price tag 
had been previously hung on the 
‘rights in answer to a query by 
| David O, Selznick. Al Horwits, Uni- 
|versal’s Coast publicity chief, is 
; handling negotiations for the au- 
‘thor on the Coast, while Alfred 
|Rice, Hemingway's attorney, is 
| agenting in the east. 

| Among fall books in which story 
departments are displaying inter- 
est are Budd Schuiberg’s “The Dis- 
/enchanted,” based on the career of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald: “Owen Glen,” 
by sen Ames Williams (who aus 
ithored 20th-Fox’s 1946 top-grosser, 
“Leave Her to Heaven”), and 
_“Floodtide,” by Frank Yerby (au- 
thor of another 20th production, 


Starting July 1 the patrons of the | “Foxes of Harrow”). 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 

Leon  Leonidoff production, 
“Shoot the Works,” with settings 
by Bruno Maine, costumes by 
james Stewart Morcom, lighting 
and fireworks display by Eugene 
Braun, choreography by Florence 
Rogge. Features Patricia Drylie, 
Alan Carney, Peg “eg Bates, Nor- 
man Wyatt, Gloria Blatz, Bettie 
Vincent, Harold Norman, Glee 
Club, Corps de Ballet, Rockettes; 
“The Next Voice You Hear.. .” 
(M-G), reviewed in VARIETY June 
7, 50. 








The newspaper headlines give a | 
little extra significance to the new | 
stage show at the Music Hall. Its | 
patriotic motif has a reassuring | 
quality about it, while the whole, | 
varied show makes for good enter- | 
tainment as well. Symphony or- | 
chestra plays a brief medley of pa- | 
triotic themes and the program | 
bows with a series of Independence | 
Day tableaux. Then follows an} 
elaborate show with a _ carnival | 
background and program returns 
to the holiday theme for its finale, 
with the exciting electric fireworks | 
display that preemed last year. 

The opening tableau, “Let Free- | 
dom Ring,” utilizing orchestra and | 
chorus, is simple and striking, and 
in excellent taste. Main body of | 
the show, “Shoot the Works,” be-| 
gins with a carnival scene of a} 
glorified shooting gallery, followed | 
by a smart dancing number by the 
corps de ballet. 

Alan Carney has an amusing solo | 
spot with his impersonations of film 
greats, his light banter and soap-| 
box routine of various emigrant | 
politicians rendered in dialect. Peg | 
Leg Bates brings his energetic, | 
breezy tap style to a Harlem horn- 
pipe and a couple of other original 
one-foot tappings.” In briefer mo- | 
ments, Gloria Blatz and Bettie Vin- | 
cent do an okay acro bit. 

“The Peanut Vendor” finds the 
Rockettes emerging from a giant 
peanut roaster to go through one | 
of their surefire, expert turns, and | 
windup fills the Hall with three or | 


youthful Negro tapster, reveals 
some sock tap rolls, in strutting 
number. 

Andrew Sisters have disposed of 
most of their exaggerated comedy, 
concentrating on the vocal side, 
and from audience reception this 
is the right groove. Trio also seem 
more relaxed than in previous ap- 
pearance here. Group teeoff with 

Old Piano Roll Blues,” and then 
Patti socks across “I Want to Be 
Loved. ’ Gals do a medley of their 
disk with the oldies getting the 
better reception. Patti again takes 
the lead to register with “I Can 
Dream, Can’t I?” In the comedy 
vein, group have two excellent 
numbers, “Hawaii,” a take off on | 
the romantic island 
‘What’s Gonna Be With Teevee,” 
with trio trying to figure out what 
category of the new medium they 
could fill. 
go philosophical 





with 


Every Blessing.” Vic Schoen takes | featuring vocalist 
| Gershwin 


over for the sisters’ session with 
his own rhythm section. Louis 
Basil does extremely well backing 
rest of the show. Zabe. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Gene Ammons Orch (13),:Toni 
Harper, 3 Harlemonicas, Ray Ma- 
lone, Howell & Bowser; “Three 
Came Home” (20th). 








Current Apollo session moves at 
a smooth pace and is an overall 
satisfier. Toni Harper, diminutive 
songstress just about going into 
her teens, holds down the come-on 
spot this week. Other acts, though 
not especially potent in the lure 
cepartment, draw neat returns. 


songs, and /action at the show caught, good 
| music alone.won’t do it. 


For a tight closer, they |Thythm version of “Joshua,” then O’Brien, Ames Bros. (4), Carl 
“Count |swings into a couple of ballads mane aay Ee Oe Te 
un ‘ . 


| but loosens up later in the show. | 


/as much flair, band would have | 


Miss Harper, who despite her | 


youth has been around for a couple 
of years, is a solid entry. Gal, 
who records for Columbia, knows 
her way with a tune. She draws 


| heavy mitting with such numbers 


as “The Three Bears,” “Candy 


| Store Blues” and “Rockabye Baby.” 


Her topper, however, which draws 
stock response, is a satire on Ella 
Fitzgerald singing ‘“‘Lady Be Good.” 


four minutes of vivid, inspiring Winds act with . 
fireworks display, a marvel of elec- | tine. a pleasant terp rou 
trical enterprise made to look dis-; Handling the musi 

armingly natural and easy. Bron, | show, ps Fwy Rng fm oe 


Keith’s, Syracuse 
Syracuse, June 28. 


Four Evans, Roy Douglas, The | 


Albins, Bob Dupont, Keaton & 


Armfield, Ben Yost White Gards, | 


Artie Dann, Gautier’s Steeplechase; 
“Paid in Full” (Par). 





Vaudeville, which Syracusans be- 
lieved was packed away for the 
season, turned up again this week 
at Keith’s in another topflight 
RKO unit show. Its eight-act pro- 
gram got a hearty reception open- 
ing day, demonstrating that this 
town still craves flesh entertain- 
ment. 

Four Evans, mother, dad. sister 
and brother, set a fast pace in the 
opener with their clever solo and 
ensemble footwork. Roy Douglas 
Wins the audience with his merry 
ventro routine and brings the 
house down with his duo singing 
stunt. There’s more fun following 
in the dance travesties of the 
Albins, who mix slapstick ‘with boff 
Whirls and spins. 


Bob Dupont’s deft juggling is a, 


-Sure reminder of the old N. Y. 
Palace days, whether he’s tossing 
balls, twirling clubs or doing his 
apple trick. Keaton & Armfield 
offer something different in their 
{wosome in which the femme part- 
ner slowly but amazingly changes 
from ugly duckling to glamor girl. 

On the musical side, Ben Yost’s 
White Guards, a five-man singing 
ensemble, give good account on 
musical show medleys and solo of- 
ferings, Artie Dann scores solidly 
With autobiographical laughs di- 
pected chiefly at his proboscis. 
‘autier’s Steeplechase featuring 


provide a good closer. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, June 30. 
R Bob Crosby, Vic & Adio, Bunny 
riggs, Andrews Sisters (3) with 


Hayd. 








and his crew, comprising five 
brass, four reed and three rhythm, 
offer some bouncy instrumentation. 


down to a septet, made up of piano, 
| bass, drums, trombone, trumpet 
| and_two sax (one handled by Am- 
| mons). Combo has the _ house 
| stompin’ with its handling of 
| “Jug,” .“Pennies From Heaven 
/and “Blues Up and Down.” 

| Holding comedy slot of the 
| Stanza, Howell and Bowser come 
through for strong results. Team, 
| dignified in appearance and speech, 
| bandy some patter for hefty laugh 
|returns. Strongest vocks, how- 
| ever, come when duo strays to 
_bluer pastures. Ofay tapster Ray 
|Malone displays a likeable person- 
ality and executes some _ fancy 
| turns for good results. The 3 Har- 
|\lemonicas are reviewed 


New Acts. Gros, 





Palomar, Seattle 
Seattle, June 29. 
Gene Krupa Band with Frances 
Lynne, Joe Tucker, Bobby Soots 
(16), Ford & Harris; “The Big 
Lift” (20th). 








Gene Krupa’s band and vocalists 
have the honor of reopening the 
'Palomar after a three-week shut- 
down for facelifting and it’s a good 
| deal all around, although the Palo- 
|mar, is getting a balk from the 
_ customers on the sale of 16 rows 
| of loge seats out of the first floor 


Krupa is using eight brass, five 


| reeds, guitar, piano and drums with | the illusion of bigtime vaudeville. 





Capitol, N. Y. large voice which shows up well in 
|standards. She scores heavily with 


Ralph Flanagan Orch (15) with | 
Harry Prime, Los Gatos (3), Thel-| sift ca "ile Yee: * ails anes os 


ma Carpenter, Mr. Ballantine; Another standard 


Aquashow . 
(FLUSHING AMPHITHEATRE) 
Henny Youngman, A. Robins, 


i bl 
is Toy and + fat Jewels (3), Aquadorables 


Bette Ball, Jim Kearney, 


Crisis” (M-G), reviewed in VA-| wing, the Chinese dance-duo, who Shielagh Kelly, Terry Desmond, 


RIETY June 21, ’50. 





\line plus a ballet bit by. Miss Toy. 


The much-discussed Ralph Flan- |The Congaroos impress with their | Fqmunton, 
agan band makes its theatre debut | speed. Team, comprising two Ne-| zanies (5) 


|hit with a commercial ballroom |Norma Dean, Joe Flynn, Whitey 


Hart, Marshall Wayne, John 
Stan Dudek, Aqua- 
Curley, Smiley & 


after a few one-niters and a six-|8'O couples, are in the jitterbug! junior, Max Meth Orch, John Mc- 


week stand at the Meadowbrook. | not startling movements. Kuda 
Musically, it is a slick, well-drilled | Bux, the magico, displays some 
unit. Showmanship-wise, it shows | 8004 tricks, but there are some 
good potentialities but has some oad tine -y +t ee ee 
way to go before it can completely | under New Acts. 


win over an audience. From the re- 


Jose, 





Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, June -29. 
Vallet, 





Group opens show with its! Ted & Flo 


Harry Prime. 
medley completes the | 
Band plays frequently | 





first set. Although this was 


groove and display some good, but | Knight, 
Knapp. 


June Earring, Bobby 





Elliott Murphy’s Aquashow by 


are reviewed | now has become an institution. It 
makes for a pleasant and inexpen- 
sive evening out and has enticed 
|a good deal of family trade during 
: | the six years of operation. Located 
Johnnie on the site of Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade of World’s Fair days, the 
Flushing Meadows Amphitheatre, 
'owned by N.Y. Park Commission 
a quickie ,and leased to Murphy on a per- 


between ensuing acts, with empha- | booking of only three acts due tO centage basis, for the past few 


ire, it stacks 


the length of the pi 
Routines 


sis on rhythm numbers. 
‘up as acceptable fare. 


The band is rather stiff at first, 


able lags. 


Ci cy) b ”” 2 | 
oser, “Down the Line,” is a fast | While on paper, repeating the 


swing number that has sidemen | 


might appear a foolish move, quar- 


last coupl f ch ’ ory 
a. eres | tes disk hit, “Sentimental Me” | 


except the drummer and pianist | 
downstage cross-marching. Had | i : . 

earlier numbers been planned with | Youthful group wisely pick the | 
| hand. 


Lads wisely change pace | 
with “Clancy Lowered the Boom.” | 


gotten a far better reception. 


|makes them a timely attraction. | comics 
acts makes for an engrossing even- 
platter to tee off their act for hefty | ing. 


years has been hitting profitable 
are all well-paced without notice- | takes. 


Murphy has established a pat- 


ape tern from which there has been 
coming out for solos, and fér the | Ames Bros. within a few months, | jjttle deviation. 
'24 water balleteers, divers, water 


The collection of 


plus several landlubbin’ 


The water specs are well-staged. 


Instrumentals are smartly done, | Gene Ames, comic of the group,|There’s color and good precision 
mostly in the Glenn Miller style, | gets guffaws with his pop-eyes and | movements in the swim divertisse- 


but at times in a style of its own | heavy mugging carrying-ons. In 


ments. 


The ballet patterns are 


the combo seems to have devel-|the same vein, they repeat their | nicely executed and provide some 


oped. 
done in a good voice, but the upped | another abrupt and _ successful 
tempo seems to force him to Tush | switch with straight version of 
a bit. He sings ‘““Embraceable You,” | “Because” with lead, Eddie Ames, | 


| 


Harry Prime’s ballads are| earlier smash, “Rag Mop” but do | excellent ensembles. 


Most of the fancy divers have 


|returned this season. Each is ex- 


pert on the springboards and some 


at a slower tempo, and gets much | getting a big hand. Number should | show tricky combinations that pro- 


better effect. be logical closer but group returns | 


Los Gatos are a smooth, fast- | to swing out with “Noah Built the | The 


working acro trio, who don’t have | Ark.” Number should be, dropped | 
to strain to make their stunts look | or slotted earlier. 
difficult, because they are obvious- Johtiny O’Brien, young humorist | 
ly so even to the layman. Trio|in the Will Rogers vein, has audi- 
does triple handstands and their|ence in uproar with his broad 
bits are entirely different from the | quickies. Femmes get chuckles on 
usual acro team. Precise work and | takeoffs on radio commercials. | 
a good humored approach get solid | However, his harmonicaing is the 
reception. | high spot of the act and he gets 

Throaty Thelma Carpenter picks | @ heavy mitt for renditions of “I’m 





Boys really start rolling when cut | her songs well—with one excep- | Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover’ 


tion, and sings them better. The | and “Poet and Peasant Overture.” | 


|exception is “Trouble Man,” from| Ted and Flo Vallet are a fast) 
| “Lost in the Stars,” which although | opener with their precision work 
| given a dramatic rendition and was 'on batons and banners. Duo have 
| well-received, seemed a bit too high-| added more than straight baton 


» | brow for the average audience. Both | work with some acro dancing and | 


| ° A “ ° ° 
|singer and audience are far more | split-second tossing of wands. Carl 


'at home with “Somebody Loves/| Sands orch does well in backing | 
|Me,” “Do Nothing Till You Hear | the short bill. Zabe. | 


| From Me,” “Necessity” and “It’s | 
Televised Act 


|a Big, Wide, Wonderful World.” 
Continued from page 1 











Miss Carpenter puts a lot of dash 
into her songs and gets the maxi- | 
mum out of them. Incidentally, | 
backing by the band is excellent. 


Mr. Ballantine has closing spot, | for projecting of plaintiff’s picture 
and from the constant yocks he} makes no difference.” Civil rights 








| turing and voice, and some good ma-| mercial purposes. Law is in effect | 
terial keep the audience in continu- | ; half d tat 
al laughter. His self-deprecating hu-| nasa te titieatie 
mor and expertly misfired tricks go | . Telecast in litigation took place | 
‘over solidly, and his completed in December, 1948, in the course | 
tricks at the end add the element | °f @ football game at Griffiths sta- | 
of surprise to a good turn. Chan. dium. Gautier had been hired to! 
| a Ri A citi entertain between halves. He tes- 
tified that he learned of the pro-| 
Palace, N. Y. | posed telecast shortiy before the. 
Arwoods (2), Congaroos 
|'Paul Gerrits, Herman Hyde (2), 
Toy & Wing, Leni Lynn, Frank | was paid only to entertain attend- | 
> stingy a pee, ee Albert | ing patrons. 
‘House Orch; “The Skipper Sur-| On this point Gautier cited his 
_— His pf ste (M-G), reviewed aGVA contract, which bars tele 
in VARIETY May 17, 50. performances without additional 
; payment. That provision had been 
The current Palace show gives) the subject of AGVA’s losing liti- 
gation last year in California 











‘plenty of volume resulting, but it’s| Included in the roster of acts are against KLAC-TV. On the Coast 


- 


| 


spots for nice response. 


_ After _a fast opener band a group of standard turns, most of 
| goes into “How High the Moon”,whom have appeared 
Ponies and dogs in lively tricks; With various sidemen in featured Broadway houses and know their 
Frances way around. 


Lynne wraps up “Fine and Mel- 


low” and “Boogie Blues” in able} ri 
fashion, and Krupa is featured in| ede pom eee Pe et unless they demanded a fee in ad- 


“Leave Us Leap.” 


| Krupa, acting as emcee, brings’ hoards for some time because of 
on Ford and Harris, who have some | jjjness. has one of the trickiest 


court held that a public swimming | 
event fell into the category of news 
events charged with a public inter- | 
est. Swimmers participating, court | 


held, consented to the televising | 


in other 


The bill has plenty pace and is 


| 


vance of their chores. | 
Hyde, who has been off the Siste Contveiie’ . 


Judge Brady did not refer spe-| 


| lowe. 


Vie . one «f ” H ° ® 
‘¢ Schoen; “Bright Leaf” (WB). fast tap routines they sell handily,! (nq funniest) musical acts. The) Cifically to the California ruling | 





This show is loaded with singing 
—but evidently that’s what the 


“would improve biil’s impact. 


tion from radio to vaude with 


ing on the acts he sings “I Don’t! and “My Foolish Heart.” 
are If the Sun Don’t Shine,” 


mixing in some songs and patter | egg-laying bass viol, the passionate | nor did he give any reason for ex- | 


that got a big hand. 


cust | Frances Lynne comes back to 

hear ae have come to see and| join the band, decked out with 
° fowever, a bit of slicing | berets, for “Bop in Boogie,’ ’follow- 

Bob _ |ing which the band does a solid 

ob Crosby makes the transi-| job on “12th Street Rag.” 

enne l | Vocalist Joe Tucker’s deep bari- 

ase, also emceeing. Between bring-|tone is a pleaser in “Bewitched” 


“Daddy’s Little Girl,” and “Are! and was well liked. 


ou Lonesome Tonight?” for good | 


reception. 
fetter 


Lad dis- 
|plays nice phrasing and warmth 


i Band next shows how an Afro-| 
_ He has a gooa laugh Cuban number, such as “Lemon | 
with parody on _ brother! Drop” is put together an 


‘harp, and the powder spraying| cluding the gridiron match from 
|guitar are props that are well-| the realm of public events. It is, 
\liked by vaude fans. He's assisted| likely that an appeal will be 
ro femme foil for excellent results| pressed by the defendants. So far 
here. 





dry humor and some good skating| volved with the general question 
tricks, gets off to a warm hand.| raised by these suits undecided 
(It’s his first Broadway appearance | ejsewhere. 

in some time and he hasn't lost| fowever, any telecast reaching 
the knack of hitting well. |N. Y. either through the ordinary 


Marlowe, whose previous appear-| range of the originating station or 


d the jazz ances have been at the Strand’ through piping or pickup would be 


Bing, “Let’s Make Comparisons.” | group (7) gets together to back theatre, will do anything for 4/ subject to the Brady decision. As 


a lc and Adio, Brazilian acrobats,| cowboy singer Bobby Soots in) laugh. 
pe sock as opening act with ex-/|‘“Bonaparte’s Retreat” and 
: ent hand-to-hand work, with | sippi.” 
some of the slow motion work | big. 

seemingly impossible. Panto com- 
edy work of the pair gets laughs. 


4 ; ié ; 


Finale has Krupa 


Reed. 


J 


“Missis- | during his session. l 
This innovation goes over win laughs, but in some instances, | 


displaying | orchestra’s amusement rather the 
prowess on the skins in “Drum audience. 
Acros also work with Bob Crosby, Boogie” for a rousing windup that flection, he does extremely well) 
a la Berle, in a short bit, which| reveals he is still master of the | here. 
8ets big hand, Bunny Briggs, | traps. 


He takes some hard falls | : 

ze such, it restores the effect of the 
His lines also | AGVA ban for both N. Y. and 

neighboring states. 
Gautier was repped by Harold M. 
i is de-| Goldblatt. Defendants were front- 
ae ee ee led in court by Walter R. Barry, 
member of the law firm of Coudert 


Leni Lynn, petite singer, has a/ Brothers. 


'he seemed to be working for the 


(4),| ame, and thereupon filed a pro-| 
test. His argument was that he | 


as showbiz is concerned, each de- | 


. = ] ® | “<= . . ste ® : 
| Gerrits with an affable line of| cision is the law in the state in-| | 1 i Oo stint, the mixture of 
| 


duce steady rounds of applause, 
contingent including Bette 
Ball, Shielagh Kelly, Terry Des- 
mond, Norma Dean, Whitey Hart, 
Joe Flynn, Marshall Wayne, John 
Edmunton, Stan Dudek and a con- 
tingent of aquatic comedians plus 
the Aquazanies (5) provide a nicely 
gaited session of water entertain- 
ment. 

Also in the tank June Earring 
and Bobby Knapp do excellent 
aquatics that provide a smooth 
flow of movement. The -Fitzsim- 
mons Sisters (2) are capable and 
have developed into fine precision 
team with applause winning tricks. 

Murphy has collected a good 
group of acts working on the stage. 
Headliners are Henny Youngman 
and A. Robins, both scoring solidly. 
Youngman is using gags that have 
been around before, and it’s just 
the type fodder that this crowd 
goes for. His hep talk has been 
storaged for this occasion. He 
clocks a steady round of laughs, 
Robins, of course, has a classic 
clown act. It’s an ingenious turn 
utilizing innumerable props and 
it’s the type of turn that never 


draws, deserves it. Magician’s ho- | | ° i e of i 
| , de: 3 it. 'law bars the unauthorized use of a+ fails to get a full measure of audi- 
under | kum routine, his exaggerated pos-| person’s picture or name for com- Bad, 


ence appreciation. Juggling Jewels, 
now dwindled to three femmes, 
also win audience with standard 
Indian club and hoop manipula- 
tions. This group, however, was 
on too long for its own good. 


The music by Max Meth is of 
top standards and John McKnight 
brings a degree of humor to his 
commentary. Plan is to keep the 
water sessions intact during the 
season, with weekly changes of 
vaude bills. 

Apparently nothing can be done 
about the low flying planes coming 
into La Guardia field. The talk- 
ing turns have plenty of competi- 
tion. Jose. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, July 2. 
Patricia Morison, Al Stevens, 
Bob Hammond’s Cockatoos, Folie 
Miller, Laine & Crawford, Les 
Rhode House Orch; “Eagle and 
The Hawk” (Par). 





Mild layout on tap this week. 
Topliner Patricia Morison, for- 
merly of “Kiss Me, Kate” gets over 
neatly. Coutouriered smartly and 
handling self in easy, confident 
style, she gets nifty returns via 
her song stylings, with, of course 
the musicomedy’s hits her toppers. 

In emcee slot Al Stevens is okay, 


patter and impreshes get spotty 
reception. Almost stealing show 
is Bob Hammond’s well train- 
‘ed cockatoos. They do most 
everything, from military drills 
to putting out fires. Garner heavy 
_ reception. 
| Folie Miller.is a local gal who 
appears here regularly. Her spin- 
taps grab good returns. Acro-dance 
routines of Laine and Crawford 
,are well received also. Stuff is 
standard but handled well. Les 
Rhode house orch backgrounds. 
Lary. 
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Tone’s 2d Man’ $8500 in Princeton; 


Chicago Stagehands Organize Silos 


Princeton, July 4. 
Despite a good press and a strong 
advance sale, Franchot Tone in 
S. N. Behrman’s “The Second Man 


raked in a gross of under $8,500, 


last week at Herbert Kenwith’s 
strawhat at the McCarter theatre 
here. Producer-director Kenwith 
estimated the operating nut at 
nearly $7,000. 

Boxoffice sale was strong Mon- 
dav and Tuesday (26-27), but took a 
dip during the middle of the w eek. 
Sales picked up again F riday with 
the house nearly sold out Saturday. 
Kenwith attributed the mid-weekly 
slump to the holiday exodus. 

Tone, who turned in a top-notch 
performance, was ably supported 


are in a class by themselves, and 
should do okay. The Pocono play- 
‘house is located far enough away 
from the others not to feel the 
competition, except from the center 
point of the radius. Then, too, 
the star system draws the crowds 
there. 

At Clinton (N. J.) Musie Hall, 
attendance has not been too good. 


The heat had something to do with | 
The same may be said for the | 
Hunter- | 


it 
Hayloft, Allentown, Pa. 
don Hills playhouse, Jutland, N. J., 


reopened Wednesday (28) at one- 
price policy, $1.20 for all seats. 
And the Grist Mill playhouse | 


Andover, N. J 


opened at 


by Margaret Lindsay, Walter Peninsula Festival 

Brooke and Cloris Leachman. Miss San Francisco, July 4. 
Lindsay was impressive as_ the Seven theaffe groups on the 
wealthy and charming Mrs. Ken- Peninsula, from = Alto to Mill- 


dall Frayne, while Brooke clicked 
as the love-smitten scientist. 
Author Behrman and Oscar 
Hammerstein Il, caught the show 
Thursday (29), Kenwith reported. 
He also said Leo Durocher and 
several members of the N.Y. Giants 
baseball team had reservations to 


brae, are participating in the Sec- 
ond Annual Peninsula Community 
Theatre Festival, which officially 
started last Thursday (29).  Pro- 
ductions so far announced include 
“An Inspector Calls,” at San Car- 
los: “What Every Woman Knows,” 


aia araine Day's opening in at. Millbrae; “Skylark,” at Menlo; 
spewed prahewrt: oe etm 6 (Mon.).| “Ramshackle Inn,” at Palo Alto, 
«ag Ay sha : and the “Silver Whistle,” also at 


Miss Day is Durocher’s wife. 





Chi Union After Barns 
Chicago, July 4 

Chi stagehands union is making 
a definite drive to unionize sum- 
mer stock in the nearby area. Lo- 
cal here has pacted with Barrie 
O’Daniel’s North Shore Music ' 
theatre. 1,000-seater, for a union 
electrician. Other operators have 
pointed out that musical operetta 
large-scale operation is not similar 
to cutrate, short-season, small- 
house business, but the union feels 
they are all part of the same. —~ | 

Music-in-the-Round and Chil-| 
dren’s theatre at the Chicago Lake 
Front Fair are both union-manned. 


‘Born’ $4,600, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 4. 
“Born Yesterday” grossed al-' 
most $4,600 at the 436-seat Berk- 
shire playhouse here last week at 
2.94 top. William Miles reported 
gure 25° higher than comparable 
second week of 1949, when he pre- 
sented a star. 
Producer figures that indicates 
a good season in prospect. 


*‘Pawnshov’ 10G, Westport 
Westport, Conn., July 4. 
Maurice Evans opened his sum- 
mer swing in “Devil's Disciple” at 
the country playhouse here last 
night (Mon.) with one of biggest 
dvances in theatre’s records. 
ights are clean for the entire 
week, tomorrow (Wed.) matinee is 
sold out, and only a few rows are 
open for Friday (7) matinee. 
Break in of ‘Angel in the Pawn- 
shop,” with Eddie Dowling, last 
week grossed about $10.000, only 
weakness being at the Wednesday 
(28) matinee. 
‘Soldier’ 9G, Danbury 
Danbury, Conn., July 4. 


Lively weekend business saw 
Melody Fair here gross almost 
$9,000 in its second week, with 
Victor Gilbert starring in “The 
Chocolate Soldier.” Attractive tent 
theatre on the Danbury fair- 
grounds is expected to hit its 


stride this week with William Gax- 
ton starred in his original role in 
“Anything Goes,” opening tonight 
(Tuces.). 

Bigtop seats 2,000 with $2.40 top 
and plenty of seats at $1. 


Aldrich’s Tent Financing 
Hyannis, Mass., July 4. 
Financial setup of the Cape Cod 
Music Circus, tent-theatre-in-the- 
ound opening here tonight (Tues.), 
as been revised by producer Rich- 
rd Aldrich. It’s still capitalized 
t $40,000, but instead of being a 
mited partnership, it is now a 
tock corporation, with 500 shares 
f preferred at $100 par each, and 
000 common of no par value. 
Idrich holds all the latter. 
Change makes no difference to 
the backers, who still receive all 
perating profits until the original 
nvestment is returned, after which 
bof share the net 50-50 with Ald- 
cn. 





Easton Area Barns 
; Easton, Pa., July 4. 
With seven strawhats within a 
40-mile radius of Easton, some of 
em may have more mosquitos 
an patrons this summer. And al- 
hough all the managements in- 
olved are optimistic, business at 
veral spots has been slow thus 


he Bucks County playhouse, 
ew Hope, Pa.; Pocono Day ong 
ountainhome, Pa., and the Mu- 
Circus at Lambertville, N. J., 


Palo Alto. 

Season tickets for seven produc- 
tions are $4.20, with single admis- 
sion set at 90¢ 


‘Rio Rita’ at Lambertville 


Lambertville, N. J., July 4. 
“Rio Rita,” starring Annamary 


Dickey, made life sweeter for St. | 


John Terrell’s Music Circus last 
week. Good weather zoomed trade 
along andekept apace with record- 
breaking previous week, when 
“Song of Norway” set a new mark 
for under-canvas attendance at mu- 
sical. 

Vintage operetta book was 
treated gently by reviewers, who 
praised vocalizing ot principats, in- 
cluding Miss Dickey, David Atkin- 
son, Robert Feyti, and John Shank. 


| Arena style tends to expose sparse- 


ness of pre-“Oklahoma” books. | 
Robert Jarvis staged. 

Trade was bullish every night 
except Friday (30), which turned 


into disappointment at getaway of 
holiday weekend. 
“The Great Waltz” opens tonight 


(Tues.) wh Virginia Haskins, 
Robert Shackleton and George 
Lipton starred. Glenn Jordan, of 


Lewis & Young staff, is staging. 

‘Glove’ Clicks at New Hope 

New Hope, Pa., July 4. 
Rosemary Casey’s comedy. “The 
Velvet Glove” tipped Bucks County 
playhouse gross slightly over pre- 
vious week’s season high. Dorothy 
| Sands starred in the Grace George 


role and proved effective as Mother. 


| Hildebrande in the secular comedy 
which played on Broadway last 
\season. 


P. J. Kelly in the Walter Hamp- 
den role, Henry Jones as the stuffy 
monsignor and Ruth White in 
_Jean Dixon part were featured. 
| Will Davis, who appeared in the 
|Broadway production, staged the 
comedy for Theron Bamberger. 
Virginia Low and Naomi Riordan. 
of original company, also played in 


cast, which included Harry Mehaf- | 


fey, Carl White and Gene Blakely. 
“The Velvet Glove” had not 
previously been seen in the Key- 
stone State. Authoress Casey mo- 
tored in from Pittsburgh to catch 
the production and expressed sur- 
prise and satisfaction at way pres- 
entation stood up in stock. McClin- 
tic costumes and props were used 
| in the David Reppa set. 
| Henry Jones. local favorite. 
opened last night (Mon.) in “The 
Silver Whistle,” with Enid Markey, 
Sarah Seegar and Judy Parrish. 
, Advance is best of season, which 
may be a tipoff to producer. Bam- 
| berger to, abandon star policy and 
revert to resident company. 





Bert Wheeler Opens A.C. 
Atlantie City, July 4. 

Summer legit got underway here 
'Friday night (30) in the old Hip- 
-podrome on the Million Dollar 
| Pier, with Bert Wheeler starred in 
| ““Harve¥.” Most resort folk had 
seen the Mary Coyle Chase com- 
edy some 18 months ago when Jae 
E. Brown appeared here at the 
Warner. 

Spot being used is not too bad. 
Two blocks of seats on the outside 


setup, but will be OK if entire 
stage is used. Main part of the 
house was well filled opening night 
at $1 to $2 admissions, most of the 
patronage apparently being visitors 
who had not caught the play here 
originally. Local reviewers were 
stuck in the back of the house 


(Continued on page 52) 





are useless under the present stage | 


Anything for a Pal 

Before leaving for London 
last week to attend the Covent 
Garden debut of the N. Y. 
City Ballet Co., George Balan- 
chine went backstage of the St. 
James theatre, N. Y., to see 
his friend Ray Bolger, star of 
| “Where’s Charley?” As artis- 
tice director of the ballet 
troupe, Balanchine serves with- 
out salary, but as choreogra- 
pher of the musical comedy, 
he gets 1°% of the gross, or an 
average of about $350 a week. 

“I've heard you're thinking 
of quitting the show,” said the 
worried Balanchine. “If you 
do, I'l] have to quit the ballet 
company, as ‘Charley’ is my 
only income.” Bolger, “who 
gets 10% of the gross from 
“Charley,” was reassuring. 
“Don’t worry about it,” he re- 
plied with a straight face. 
“If that’s the case I'll stay an- 
other year.” 


Gibson Will Open 
SE. Hotel Theatre: 


Another in Cleve 


San Francisco, July 4. 
Don Gibson, who operates the 











Penthouse Theatres in Atlanta, 
|Ga., and Jacksonville, Fla., will 
open a “Theatre-in-the-Round” 


next fall in the Rose Room of the 
Palace hotel here with a resident 
Equity company augmented by 
visting name stars. Local opera- 
tion was arranged after hotel man- 
ager Edmond A. Reider heard of 


the success of the Penthouse the-. 


atres and made a pitch to Gibson. 

Gibson and his co-producer wife 
Elsbeth Hoffman hope eventuaily 
to establish a coast-to-coast chain 
of hotel theatres. 





Fire Dept. Okays Cleve 
Cleveland, July 4. 
Having installed new emergency 


bf 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


| 


Heifetz Sees Chance for U.S. Talent 
In Israel; Elman Cites Europe's Taste 


e 





Eve Arden SRO $10,500 
In ‘Over 21,’ Olney, Md. 


Olney, Md., July 4. 
B.o. lightning struck Olney thea- 
tre here for the second consecutive 
week, with Eve Arden in “Over 


21,”" scoring a perfect $10,500 for, 


eight performances. This is capac- 


| ity for the 600 seat house, scaled to 


| 26, 


exits as required by the fire war- | 


den, Ray Boyle will open a “The- 
atre-in-the-Round next 
night (10) in the ballroom of the 
Allerton hotel here. The opening 
stock bill will be S. N. Behrman’s 
“Second Man,” co-starring Vir- 
| ginia Gilmore and Tod 


'to run a week. Subsequent offer- 


| 
include “Glass Menagerie,” with 
Julie Haydon, and “Candlelight,” 
with Helmut Dantine. 


Monday | 


Andrews, | 


ings, slated for two-week runs, will | 


$3 with most of the side tier “‘tem- 
poraries” sold at every show. 
Happy note for the film-radio 
star was her 100°o batting average 
with the D.C. drama desks, a rare 
accord of opinion here. The Arden 
success was an early season sur- 
prise to the Maryland countryside, 
which was already buzzing with the 
sock b.o. of Paulette Goddard in 


| “Caesar and Cleopatra” the previ- 


ous week. 

Current “Light up the Sky” 
looks pleasant, but less sensational 
than its two predecessors. Jean 
Parker, who was set for star slot, 
was blacked out by acute illness 
and is replaced by Muriel Hutchi- 
son, who played the role last sea- 


son at Princeton and _ Ivoryton, 
Conn., Vicki Cummings is fea- 
tured. 


Olney schedule is now complete 
for the season, with Luise Rainer 
is Ibsen’s “Lady from the Sea” 
booked for week of Aug. 1, mov- 
ing back Franchot Tone in “The 
Second Man” to Sept. 19. The 
Rainer starrer comes here from a 
week at the Cape playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass., and is slated to open at 
the Fulton theatre, N. Y., the week 
after its run here. Laraine Day in 
“Angel Street” is set for an Aug. 
29 opening. Season may be ex- 
tended through the week of Sept. 
with Jose Ferrer in 
Shrike” probable, but still contin- 


| gent on star’s film chores. 





Next Season’s Lineup In 
Denver Seen Brightest 
There in Several Years 


Denver, July 4. 
Season prospects for the Audi- 
torium here for 1950-51 are the 
brightest in several years. Among 
the top attractions already set by 
manager Arthur Oberfelder are 


'“South Pacific,” ‘‘Mister Roberts,” 
“Death of a Salesman,” “Miss Me, 


| Hotel management had at first, 


fought the fire warde::’s order for 
the installation of an enlarged 
safety exit, but finally gave in 
when told that the ballroom could 
not otherwise be used for any pur- 
pose, 


CINCY SUMMER OPERA 
OFF TO HEFTY START 


Cincinnati, July 4. 
Pre-opening splash of the Cincin- 
nati Summer Opera’s 29th season 





had the iocal citizenry bug-eyed 
,and cracked front pages of the 


town’s three dailies last 
String-pu'ler was 
liams, Columbia Pictures exploita- 
tion chief, who fills in his annual 
vacations commuting between New 
‘York and here to do opera pub- 
licity. 

Irra Peiina, Metropolitan mezzo 


Kate,” Ballet Theatre, Sadler's 
Wells Ballet, Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, the Maria Spanish 
dance troupe, Israel Philharmonic 


Orchestra and a number of other 


concert attractions. 


“South Pacific,” which opens 


| Sept. 12 for five nights and two 
|matinees, with a capacity gross of 


' gone 


about $70,000, is already all sold 
out, the final balcony seats having 
last week. “Oklahoma!,” 
which has played here profitably 


before, will be back for another 


| Stand, 
' sending 


weekend. | 
Harry McWil- | 


soprano, was saluted by Smittie’s | 


Band and Young Friends of Sum- 
mer Opera throng upon 
Saturday 11) 
,Current pop tunes were played, 
j;and the warbler was motorcaded 
|to the Mayor's office, where she 
!was given the key to the city and 
a huge cake. 

Opening audience Sunday night 
(2) for “Samson and 
filled the 2.800-seat Pavilion at 65c 
to $4 seale. Fausto Cleva is con- 


arrival’ |. rehome ae wal 
in Union Terminal. | Y°®Xend reported all 


and the. Shuberts§ are 

their productions of 
“Merry Widow,” “Blossom Time.” 
“Student Prince” and  “Rose- 
Marie.” The Theatre Guild will 
probably also send “Come Back, 
Little Sheba” here, but a_ tenta- 
tive booking of Katharine Hep- 


| burn in “As You Like It” has been 


cancelled. 


Berkshire Fest Off To 
SRO Bach-Mozart Start 


Lenox, Mass., July 4. 
Berkshire Music Festival last 
seats sold 
for the Bach-Mozart series starting 
Saturday (8). Series of six con- 
certs will be given on Saturday and 
Sunday of the next three weeks 





| (8-9, 15-16, 22-23), in the theatre- 


Delilah” | 


ductor and Anthony Stivanello is | 


stage director, Season runs to July 
29, with 24 performances of 11 
operas. 





Heflin as ‘Detective’ 
Phoenix, July 4. 
Third season of the Sombrero 
theatre, operated by Ann Lee and 
Dick Charlton, will open next Jan. 
'10 with Van Heflin starring in 
“Detective Story.” 


concert hall, preceding the main 
festival concerts, which are held in 
the shed. Hall seats 1,200: shed 
holds 6,000. 


There will be nine regular con- | 
certs in the shed, from July 27 to | 


Aug. 13. Serge Koussevitzky, for- 
mer conductor of the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra, will lead that 
group in the Bach-Mozart series. 
Victor de Sabata, Leonard Bern- 
stein, and Eleazar de Carvalho 
will share the podium with Kous- 
sevitszky in the nine regular fes- 


_tival concerts. 


House currently is a foreign film. 


|outlet while the legit producers 
‘run El Teatro in Santa Fe for the 
|summer months. 

‘ 


| Shaw’s 





Maurice Evans is booked for a 
one-nighter Oct. 27 at the Melba 
theatre, Dallas, in a production of 
“The Devil's Disciple.” 


a 


“The | 


Pulse of musical life in Europe 
|and in israel was _ outlined last 
week in N Y. by Jascha Heifetz 
-and Miseha Elman, The noted vi- 
|olinists were back from overseas 
tours—Heifetz having just re- 
‘turned from a four-week trip to 
Israel, and Elman having recently 
completed a three-month tour of 
Europe. Heifetz found widespread 
interest in music in Israel. He also 
saw opportunity for U. S.-talent in 
the Holy Land, not only for the 
big name artists, but‘ also for les- 
ser talent. 

Elman, playing in five European 
countries as well as in England for 
his first postwar tour of the con- 
tinent, brought back three definite 
impressions from his trip. First, 
he said, the U. S. makes more of 
a fuss over European music fes- 
tivals than the Europeans them- 
selves. Second, the European pub- 
lic is much more independent and 
selective in its likes and dislikes 
of artists than in America. The 
U. S. public, said Elman, is a great 
deal influenced by the American 
press, which, he felt; had great 
power in launching an artist and 
sustaining his reputation. 

Third, said Elman, European au- 
diences prefer the old repertoire 
and don’t want to hear modern 
music. America takes more to 
modern music, he said, because the 
U. S. press gives a great deal of 
attention to new works. In Europe, 
said Elman, audiences object to 
modern music. They don’t want it. 

Contemporary Israeli music, Hei- 
fetz said, shares “the tendency of 
all modern music to try not to 
sound too much like music. This 
is a characteristic of youth and of 
| beginnings. Many composers siart 
that way before they realize that 
music must have an immediate ap- 
peal.” 

Elman took no American modern 
music with him on his European 
| trip. American composers, he said, 
|are good arrangers and orchestra- 
| tors, but they’re not very imagina- 
| tive or creative. “They try to write 
|music in tne spirit of our machine 
|}age,”” he said. “Music is the only 
art that has to be untouched by 
the machine age we live in.” E)- 
man sees a definite renaissance of 
the romantic age in music, as in 
art. “The public wants beauty, not 


v 


distortions or dissonances,” he 
said. 
Heifetz left last Thursday (29) 


for Los Angeles, while Elman left 
yesterday (4) for San Francisco. 


WAGON ARENA THEATRE 
TO TOUR WESTCHESTER 


Theatre-in-the-round on wheels 
will begin a four-week tour of 
Westchester County (N. Y.) tomor- 
row (Thur.) at Hartley Park, Mt. 
' Vernon. Venture, which preemed 
in New York’s Washington Square 
park recently, is being~ sponsored 
by the Westchester County Recre- 
ation Committee. Performances 
will be given in parks twice a day, 
six davs a week, at no admission. 

Particivating in the productions, 
to be offered aboard a flat-top 
wagon drawn by two horses, are 
seven students from Sarah Law- 
rence college, Harvard and Duke. 
Also a child and John Blankenchip, 
Sarah Lawrence faculty member, 
who’s handling the directing and 
designing. Group hopes to be able 
to tour settlement houses in N. Y. 
during August. Plays to be offered 
are an afternoon production 
“The Emperor’s New Clothes,” 
geared for the juves, and an eve- 
ning presentation of “The Fish- 
erman and His Wife” and “The 
Farce ot Pierre Patelin.” 








‘Elihu Winer Play Wins 
Zionist 1-Act Contest 


Elihu Winer, former assistant 
Story editor of Universal, was 
awarded first prize in the Zionist 
Organization of America national 
one-act playwriting contest last 
week. Winer received $500 for his 
“Action. in Jezreel.” Winning 
drama was selected by Eddie Can- 
tor, Moss Hart and Norman Cor- 
win. 

Second — rize in contest, open to 
| plays concerning “development of 

full and meaningful Jewish life.” 
| went to Rabbi Louis I. Newman, of 
New York. Third prize was won 
‘by Dr. Harry T. Zankel, of Cleve- 
land. Second and third prizes were 
| $250 each, 
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Angels Beef Privately on ‘Madam 
Snub; Quick Return Seen for RCA 


Barn Sets Precedent 
| In CBS-TV Appearance. 


Cragsmoor, N. Y., July 4. 
Cragsmoor playhouse here is be- 
lieved to be the first strawhat to 
appear on network TV. Theatre 








Leland Hayward, producer of¢ 


“Call Me Madam,” discounts re- 
ports that backers of his previous 
shows resent not being offered a 
chance to invest in the forthcom- 
ing Irving Berlin and Howard 
Lindsay-Russel Crouse musical. He | 


explains that the financing of the 
show would not have been suit- 
able for individual investors, but 
that the special circumstances of- 
fered advantages for making the 
present deal for RCA to supply the 
entire bankroll. 

According to the producer, RCA 
will be able, through its subsidiary, 
NBC, to give “Madam” invaluable 
radio and television exploitation. 
Moreover, he points out, musicals | 
are less desirable than straight) 
piays as investments for individual 
backers. Since musicals cost so 
much more to produce and operate, 
it takes longer to get back the in-| 
vestment and the potential profit 
is smaller than on a straight play. 
On the other hand, a large cor-| 
poration, suche as RCA, with vir- 


tually unlimited 
easily afford a 
venture. Especially when there 


are angles like the record album 


volved, 


But even with its huge available 
finances, RCA was apparently in-| 
fluenced in making the deal by the 
fact that the “Madam” production | 
is set up so as to provide an un- 
usually quick return of the original 
investment. That is, the various 
creative talents ‘involved have 
avreed to take reduced percentages | 
of the gross in return for shares | 
of the profits. Consequently, the 
operating expense of the show will 
presumably be lower, so the net 
should be greater. 


Promising Deal For RCA jand San Francisco Light Opera | 


Thus, although RCA will get 
ouly 35° of the profits, instead of | 
the backer’s customary 50°) slice, 
it stands to regain its investment 
sooner. Also, with the running 
expense reguced and the operating 
profit increased accordingly, the 
company may actually receive just 
as much net profit on its invest- | 
ment as it would under an ordinary | 
legit financing deal. 

With the show's powerful talent | 
setup, including Berlin as com- 
poser-lyricist, Lindsay and Crouse 

(Continued on page 50) 


Denison U. Strawhat 


Almost in the Black 
Before Season Opens 


Unusual job that an Ohio uni- 
versity is doing in the dramatic 
ficld was outlined in N. Y. last 
week by Prof. Edward A. Wright, 
head of the theatre department at 
Denison U., Grenville. Town has 
only 1,500 people, but school and | 
Cly support a_ college, theatre, 
iildren’s studio and experimental 
theatres, radio-theatre (over WCLT, 
Newark, O., weekly) and a sum- 
tier theatre, Latter is in a tent 
Seating 676, with a $1.25 top. 

Operating nut for a _ nine-play 
Simmer season is $14,000. This 
‘car, before the season opened 
June 20, two-thirds of the total 
nut was in the b.o. via season 
tickets. Summer company has 35 








Members, 20 of whom are actors. | 


All members share in half the 
Peofits at end of season. Last year 
tuey got $100 apiece. All are 
Salaried, though not Equity. Straw- 
iat operates five nights weekly, 
Tuesday through Saturday. 

Wright, who sailed Friday (30) 
for an eight-week European vaca- 
‘on, had one company of graduate 
sudents touring last winter, doing 
: ‘OWS for other schools and col- 
oe Company toured 33 weeks. 
“ expects to have three such 
vompanies operating next winter, 
in the east and midwest. 


Toby Show Set For 
Jersey Strawhatter 


The Cort Players will offer a 

'oby show for five days at the Hun- 
'crdon Hills Playhouse, Jutland, 
ve J., beginning today (Wed.). 
his type of folk-drama, popular in 
ne midwest, is rarely seen so close 
‘o Broadway. 
_, Work to be presented will be 
_ /lat Mothers Don’t Know,” writ- 
ten hy Neil Sehaffner, who heads 
« toby group in the midwest. 





~ 


jher ballet, 


| cial assignment. 


 aae'se"t ‘Stars’ Likely To 


| 
} 
and television and radio rights in- | 
| 


| anteed for the scheduled engage- | 


| 7, the Playwrights’ Co. production | 


‘ weeks. 


‘is appearing on Dorothy Doan's | 
“Vanity Fair’ half-hour show on 


McLerie, Alonso Tour CBS-TV Friday (7) at 4:30 p.m.| 
° | Robert Garland, N. Y. J l- | 
With Ballet Theatre pean ey “\egit critic; ae oa 


Agnes de Mille, Broadway chore- Hildreth, Cragsmoor director, and 

ographer who owns the rights to | ‘W° actors, Peggy Lost and Robert | 
“Rodeo,” which has Wright, will participate. 

been in the Ballet Russe de Monte| 4 couple of scenes from the cur- 
Carlo repertory for some years, is | 7®?* week's show, Years Ago, 
restaging the work for the pros- | Which opens tonight (Tues.) will 
pective European tour of the Ballet also be given. 
Russe’s rival company, Ballet The- 


atre. Allyn McLerie, last seen as 
lead in “Miss Liberty,” will dance | 
the main role during Ballet The- SOMC Mulls Setup 


For Show Spree 


Also rejoining BT for its Euro-| 
pean junket, which starts late next | 
month, is Alicia Alonso, former BT 
ema ballerina who left the troupe 
our years ago to form her own | Sylvia Siegler, president of | 
ng age ag a Alonso has | Show-of-the-Month Club, ‘is_mull-| 
ame at dieeees. ned Oh sales ing a variation of the setup for the 
them after her Ballet Theatre spe- on - 2 ay Saat ga yen “¢ 
roadway for a playgoing spree. | 
The idea would be that patrons | 
}could use their allotment of 10 
| shows in a concentrated period of | 


| two weeks. Fee for such “mem-| 
| bership” would be similar to that | 
}for regular Show-of-the-Month 
Club subscribers. 

How big a_ potential market 
there would be for such a service 
is uncertain, since Miss Siegler 
hasn’t yet surveyed the matter. 
However, she thinks the idea has 
considerable scope,: provided the 
availability of the setup could be 
nationally publicized at a reason- 
able cost. She hasn’t worked out | 
details of how she’d obtain tickets 
to fill orders, but figures that} 
would be relatively simple. 

Although she’s been vaguely | 
considering such a plan for some 
time, an incident of last week 
brought it to the fore. She re-| 
ceived a 
small town in western Canada, say- 
ing he had read of SOMC and ask- 
ing if he could join in order to 
get theatre tickets for a visit to 








Pay Of in Time 


, 


“Lost in the Stars,” which closed | 
Saturday night (1) at the Music| 
Box, N. Y., after 281 performances, 
has repaid $20,000 of its original 
$104,500 investment, and has ad- 
ditional assets of about $35,000. | 
Since a profit of $40,000 is guar- | 





ménts on the Coast, starting Aug. | 


stands a vood chance of ultimately | 
paying off. It will go on a nation- | 
wide tour after the Los Angeles! 


Assn. presentations. 

Although the Maxwell Ander- | 
son-Kurt Weill musical edition of | 
Alan Paton’s “Cry, the Beloved | 
Country” novel was a critical and | 
popular success when it opened 
last fall, it had a tough financial 
setup. Because of the limited ca-| 
pacity of the theatre (1,012 seats) | 
and the boxoffice scale was rela-! tion that it take care of it. 
tively low (85.40) for a musical, | The agency, sponsored by the 
the show could gross no more than! Committee of Theatrical Produc- 
about $26,600, and made an ov-jers and the League of N. Y. The- 
erating profit-of only about $3,100 | atres returned the letter, however, 
aw week, even after some of the with the explanation that it had 
| initia] expense items, such as extra no such service available. So, 
advertising and rental of equip-| rather than have the writer turned 
ment, were trimmed. The produc- down, Miss Siegler wrote him ex- 
_ tion played to almost solid capacity  plaining that she could not get him 
| for the first few months of the run, | tickets for such sellouts as “South 
but had taken losses in recent Pacific’ and “The Consul,” but of- 
/ fering him a list of available shows 
_ Financing the venture proved to and the boxoffice scale for each, 
| be almost a back-breaker for the | adding that under the circum- 


SOMC is not eauipped to handle 
such requests, Miss Siegler sent 
the letter to the Convention The- 
atre Ticket Service with a sugges- 


Playwrights’ Co., which finally had | stances she would allow him to use | 


to put up about $23,000 of the|a season’s SOMC membership for 


, necessary coin itself, instead of the lot. 


| Hardwicke, 


‘will probably reopen on Broadway | Production of a new 


‘from which are to go to the Amer- | “Cock-a-Doodle 


letter from a man in @&| investment of 


New York late this month. Since’ 








LEGITIMATE 49 
- = 9 

a t Season May Top 49; 

I y 10p 4; 
12 Productions Already Skedded 
- + The fall season on Broadway 
may top last year in both quantity 

? “ 
Paulette S Fall Tour and quality. At the moment, 12 
F , d ' productions are scheduled to preem 
| by Nov. 1, compared with 11 last 
In ‘Caesar’ Looks Cold 2 ooo" dice Foout a hati-docen 
Princeton, July 4. |of the new season offerings are 
Paulette Goddard, whom _ pro-| prospects for hit rating, while the 
ducers Richard Aldrich and Rich- | first 11 entries of last year brought 
ard Myers want to co-star on tour) only three run shows and no bex- 
next fall in their revival of “Caesar | office hits. However, this season 
and Cleopatra,” opposite Sir Cedric | is unlikely to equal that of two 
probably won't be! years ago, when 21 shows had ar- 
available for the assignment. Ac-/| rived by Nov. 1, including three 
tress, currently playing the straw-| hits and three others that had 
hat circuit in the Shaw comedy, | sizeable runs. 

has a commitment for a film m/ The productions thus far slated 
Italy. : , ‘to reach Broadway before Nov. 1 
Herbert Kenwith, who, operates | include 10 straight plays and two 
the Princeton Summer theatre at/| musicals (Michael Todd’s already- 
the McCarter here, had tentatively /opened “Peep Show” is one of the 
booked Miss Goddard to appear 1M | jatter). The straight plays include 
Caesar toward the end of his | “Daphne Laureola,” “Southern 
schedule. However, he _ received | Exposure,” “Black Chiffon,” “Sea- 
word from the actress last week} son in the Sun,” “Affairs of State.” 
that she could not fill the engage-|“Giaconda Smile,” “Legend of 
ment bécause of the picture stint | Sarah,” “Curious Savage,” “Cock- 
abroad. She will probably com- | a-Doodle Dandy” and “King Lear.” 
| Of that list, the more promising 
over with Dame Edith Evans and 
() us ar most of the original cast; “Black 
| Chiffon,” Leslie Storm's London 
vival which closes next Saturday | Starring Basil Rathbone; “Legend 


“Call Me 





plete her definite bookings in the | [he additional musical is 
|are “Daphne,” James Bridie’s Lon- 
success, with Flora Robson in her 
night (8) at the Biltmore here, |! Sarah,” Kermit Bloomgarden’s 


play. | Madam.” 
Promising Britishers 

M d ( 
arrie ost don hit, which Leland Hayward 
and Herman Shumlin are bringing 
Los Angeles, July 4. | original part; “Giaconda Smile,” 
“Getting Married,” all-star re-| Aldous Huxley’s West End click 
drama by 
in the early fall, with at least one | James Gow and Arnaud d’Usseau, 


‘important east ehange. The R. L. | authors of “Tomorrow the Worid” 


’ 


Are the Roots,’ and 
Dandy,” Sean 
ican National Theatre & Academy, | O’Casey play to be presented by 


Stevens production, any profits|@nd “Deep 


‘is understood to have involved an| Herman Levin and Oliver Smith. 


in-| Possibly the most impressive entry 
on the list, however, is “Madam,” 


cluding tryout losses. , , 

Sinee the Shew revival went into the Irving Berlin-Howard Lindsay: 
rélaaweil thane ae reportedly | Russel Crouse musical to be pro- 
|been constant differences between | juced by en with Ethel) 
ees “et ie ‘ ~, | Merman starre 
|Sir Cedrie Hardwicke, who staged | pareyr oh a eee 
‘and plays a small role in the com- | In addition to the above list, of 

dy. and Mady Christians, who |°OU%¢: are the theatre-in-the-round 
rs the femme lead , tee is stock revivals at the Arena, N. Y., 
adbeast te have ‘ereninend ie ,and the four scheduied stock. pros 
walk out of the show when Hara- | @uction of Theatre Festival, whic 
|wicke cut her scenes to the bone, | (Continued on page 51) 


|during the recent ero stand in ae 
{Kansas City. She decided to stay, | . 
however, after most of the cuts ATPAM Easing Rules 
/ were put back. ‘ ‘ 
| Most of the players are reported Covering Anprentices 
© 9 4 
With Off-B’way Shows 


about $50,000, 








‘to have agreed to stand by until 

,another actress can be obtained 

;to succeed Miss Christians. Mel- 

|ville Cooper had aiready agreed The Assn. of Theatrical Press 
to replace Ralph Forbes, who was | agents & Managers will henceforth 
slated to withdraw from the cast a : : ad! 
‘after the engagement ‘here. Vari- permit apprentice p.a.’s to work 
ous of the actors went into the re-|for off-Broadway groups at below 
vival directly after closing in the | regular scale. Such stints may also 
Broadway run of “Caesar end Cleo- be credited toward the 20 weeks 
patra,” and they are giad of the 


the $3,000 slice the group usually 
invests in its own offerings. Even 


In accordance with his accept-— 
ance and selections, she got tickets | 


epportunity to get a rest, particu- | 
larly since some of them have 


per season that apprentices must 
have for two seasons to qualify 
as senior pressagents. 


so, the financing was still a trifle) for “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
| short when the musical opened, “Death of a Salesman,” “Texas, 
| the extra bills being paid from the | ,,j’] Darlin’’” and “Where’s Char- 
initial operating profits. Actual} Jey?” and mailed them to him. The 
| cost of the production was $89,500, | fee involved was considerably less 
plus $15,000 in bonds ard deposits.| {than the ticket broker charges 
There is little prospect of an ul-| would have totalled. ° 
timate film sale of the show, since | 


the ‘rights. to the original novel PANL GREEN’S ‘FATHERS’ 
laving purchase em betore n- 
TO PREEM D.C. SESQUI 


derson and Weill became interest- 
Washington, July 4. 


| ed in doing a legit version of the: 
property. 
| The 4,000-seat Sesqui iy wee 
y i built in Roc ree 
| SHARECROPPING AT $50 | we heck with the Sesqui- 
A WEEK—1S THAT BAD? sri" smpsed by toe mi 


Hollywood, July 4. | dle of this month, but will not get 











a . ot and ee Green’s symphonic drama, “Faith 
| play Seacliffe, L. L; Marblehead, of Our Fathers” will be world pre- 
Mass., and Saratoga, N. Y. Show miered as the opener. The pageant 
will bow July 17 at Seacliffe. ‘about George Washington will con- 

Singer will get $1,000 a week, tinue through Sept. 30 as the sum- 
plus 15° of the gross over $7,000. | mer’s outstanding feature commem- 
Her manager, Barbara Belle, will! orating the town’s 150th anniver- 
get $50 a week as a sharecropper | sary, 


} 
} 


RCA-Victor singer Fran Warren | 2, official tee-off until Aug. 15. Paul | 


‘homes here. , 
| Instead of playing the scheduled | Idea of the ruling was not so 
‘dates in San Francisco and Chica- much to give the apprentices a 
go, “Married” is now tentatively | break financially, as to make it 
slated to go back into rehearsal simpler for them to acquire senior 
about mid-August or early Septem-| status. Heretofore, there have 
ber and open cold at the ANTA | been instances where apprentices 
playhouse, N. Y. Those expected | worked 14 or 16, or even 18 or 19 
to remain in the cast are Hard-| weeks a season on Broadway shows, 
wicke, Judith Evelyn, Arthur | only to miss the 20-week mark and 
Treacher, ..ohn Buckmaster, Dennis thereby lose credit for the entire 
‘King, Colin Keith-Johnston, Mar- semester. By making the new job 
_garet Bannerman, John Merivale, classification available to appren- 
Mary Scott, Dora Sayers and _ tices, that difficulty is expected to 
Ronald Tlfer. | be largely eliminated. 

No wage minimum has been set 
thus far for off-Broadway assign- 
ments, but the union’s board will 
probably do so shortly. The scale 
will probably be substantially low- 
er than that for regular Broadway 
shows, on the theory that the seml- 
pro theatre groups cannot afford to 
pay much. 





| 


SCHWARTZ TO PRODUCE 
~NEW RAPHAELSON PLAY 


Arthur Schwartz will make his 
bow as a straight-play producer 
with an early-fall presentation of 


“Hilda Crane,” Samson Raphael-' 
son drama until recently -held by 


the Theatre Guild. The pa RAE Legits for Robbins 
doesn’t intend to stage the piece, | On R eturn From Ballet 


so a director may be signed with-| 
Jerome Robbins, who planed 


in a few days. 
Monday (3) to London to dance 





The starring role, for which the 







in the cast. 





Morton Baum, chairman of N. Y. 
City Center’ exee committee; 
Jerome Robbins, associate artistic 
director of N. Y. City Ballet Co.; 
Edward Bigelew, asst. ballet mas- 
ter; Betty Cage, exec manager and 


Phillip Bloom, p.a., accompanied | 


troupe of 60 dancers of the N. Y. 
City Ballet Co. that flew to Lon- 
don Monday (3) for troupe’s Brit- 
ish debut July 10 at Covent Gar- 
den, 

te 


Pop and modern classical Amer- 
ican music claim a lion’s share of 
the programs of 12 concerts at 
Watergate this month by Washing- 
ton’s National Symphony Orches- 
tra. Top artists will solo at the 





concerts, underwritten by the Ses- 
quicentennial Commission. Among 
the singers to appear will be Dor- 
‘othy Maynor, Gladys Swarthout 
| and John Charles Thomas. There 
| will be a 220-voice Sesquicentennial 
i Chorus. 


Guild sought Joan Fontaine and 
then Margaret Sullavan, will prob- 
ably be cast shortly and rehearsals 
‘are tentatively slated to start late 
iin August. The two-set, six-charac- 
,ter drama is figured to cost about 
$55,000. 

| Schwartz's last production was a 
revue, “Inside U. S. A.,” for which 
he also composed the music. He 
wrote the scores and/or produced 


various other Broadway musicals. 


with the N Y. City Ballet Co. at 
Covent Garden, opening next Mon- 
day (10), will do the choreography 
of the new Louis Bromfield-Jule 
Styne-Leo Robin musical, slated 
for production next winter. 

On his return from England he’s 
already set to stage the dances for 
“Call Me Madame.” the Irving Ber- 
lin-Howard Lindsay-Russe] Crouse 
musical which Leland Hayward 
will present early in the fall 


> 
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Play on Broadway 


Michael Todd’s 
Peep Show 


Michael Todd presentation of revue in 
two acts (23 scenes). Sketches by Bobby 
Clark, H. I. Phillips, William Roos, Billy 
K. Wells; music, Bhumibol & Chakraband, 
Sammy Fain & Herb Magidson, Harold 
Rome, Raymond Scott, Sammy Stept & 
Dan Shapiro, Jule Styne & Bob Hilliard. 
Staged and lighted by MHassard Short; 
gcenes directed by Robert Edwin Clark; 
dances staged by James Starbuck; sce- 
nery, Howard Bay; costumes, Irene Sha- 
raff_; orchestra conductor, Clay Warnick; 
music for dances arranged by Mel Pahl; 
orchestrations, Ken Hopkins, Irwin Kos- 
tel. Features Lina Romay, Lilly Christine, 
Clifford Guest, Peiro Bros., Corrine & Tito 
Valdez, Shannon Dean, June Allen, Chris- 
tine & Moll, Myrtill & Pacaud, Linda 
Bishop, Bozo Snyder, Hi Wilberforce Con- 
ley, Peanuts Mann, Red Marshall, Spike 
Hamilton, Dick Gabby Dana. At Winter 
Garden, N. Y., June 28, ’50; at $7.20 top 
($12 opening). 

Principals: Linda Bishop, Red Marshall, 
Hi Wilberforce Conley, Peanuts Mann, 
Bozo Snyder, Dick Gabby Dana, June 
Allen, Shannon Dean, Lina Romay, Peiro 
Bros., Christine Moll, Lilly Christine, 
Jesus Moll, Myrtill & Pacaud. Art Carroll, 
Corrine & Tito Valdez, Clifford Guest, 
Mary Donn. 

Ensemble: Charlotte Bergmeier, Penny | 
Davidson, Glen Grayson, Bucy Hegyi, 
June Kirby, Barbara Leslie, Rosemarie 
Lynn, Mickey Miller, Mira Stefen, Gwenna 
Lee Smith, Jeanne Tyler, Rosemary Wil- 
liamson, Jan Arnold, Lisa Ayres, Wendy 
Bartlett. Lynn Bernay, Gloria Danyl, Au- 
drey Dearden, Bettina Edwards, Carol 
Henricks. Christina Frericks, Frances 
Krell, Jill Melford, Leila Martin, Ronny 
Oatley, Elsie Rhodes, Kaja Sundsten, 
Jackie Tapp, Mary Thomas, Valarie Wal- 
lace, Ruth Vernon, Fern Whitney, Ronan 
York, Hubert Bland, James Brock, Garry 
Fleming, Edward Gambos, Vincent Henry, 
Robert Davis. Ralph Linn, John Juliano, | 
Frank Reynolds. 


Michael Todd’s “Peep Show” is 
appropriately titled, even to the 
inclusion of the producer’s name. 
For “Peep Show” is just about that, 
and jit has Todd's _ personality 
stamped all over it. Moreover, 
Todd is one of the few Broadway’ 
producer’s whose name has box- 
office draw (which may even in- 
crease after “Peep Show’’), so giv- 
ing himself title billing is appar- 
ently smart showmanship, though 
it’s just the sort of thing sure to 
irritate other producers. 

That goes for “Peep Show” it- 
self. This loud, brash, vulgar, 
handsome, risque revue isn’t for 
theatrical sophisticates, but it looks 
a natural for the visiting fire- 
men. Despite the $7.20 top, it 
seems a likely boxoffice bet for the 
summer trade, particularly since | 
there’s no new musical opposition | 
in sight before mid-October. The 
way Todd has it set up, he may be 
able to get his money back by that 
time. 

“Peep Show” is a combination of 
standard ingredients. Its stunning 
girls wear no more than legally 
necessary, and that as suggestive as | 
possible. Its comedy, virtually all | 
time-tested burlesque = sketches, 
whacked across by veteran burley | 
comics, requires no thought or'| 
even imagination on the part of the 
audience. The specialty acts are di- | 
verting, the musical numbers are | 
lavishly produced, the scenery and | 
costumés are stunning, and the! 
emphasis throughout is_ strictly 
single entendre. 

The show is neatly routined. | 
Thus, after the thematic opening | 
with Linda Bishop and the chorus | 
singing Harold Rome’s ‘The Model | 
Hasn’t Changed,” there’s a burley 
sketch played by Red Marshall, Hi 
Wilberforce Conley, Peanuts Mann, 
Bozo Snyder and Dick Gabby Dana, 
then an unmistakably suggestive 
song, “You’ve Never Been Loved 
(If You’ve Never Been Loved Below 
the Border),” by Dan Shapiro and 
Sammy Stept, sung by Lina 
Romay, followed by the first spe- 


| edy 


‘Jess similar 


lampoon of T. S. Eliot’s “Cocktail 
Party” with the old slapstick bur- 


'lesque skit about the paper-hang- | 


ers. Other sketches from the burley 
files include the one in which the 
‘couples in adjacent rooms patch 
up each others’ quarrels and finally 
| get stewed together, the one in 
| which the long-suffering husband 
| shoots his wife in the belief he'll 
| get only 30 days for it, the midway 
| barker one with the gal who tosses 
a mean baseball at the boob work- 
ling as a target, and the one in 
which the chump prefers chocolate- 


covered marshmallows to. the 
femme fatale. Besides the Peiro 
Bros. and the Valdezes, the spe- 


cialty acts include Clifford Guest, 
ventriloquist. 

Hassard Short’s expert overall 
staging is evident in the smooth 
pace of the show. Bobby Clark di- 
rected the sketches, being tongue- 
in-cheek billed as ‘““Mr. Robert Ed- 
win Clark, Esq. He fooled the 
would-be hep first-nighters by not 
appearing at the last minute as star. 

By professional Broadway stand- 
ards, “Peep Show” is uneven en- 
tertainment. The comedy is occa- 
sionally rib-cracking, but some- 
times falls flat. There are no out- 
standing songs, but Todd _ has 
smartly covered that by visual 
splash. The girls are gorgeous and 
Irene Sharaff’s revealing costumes 
exploit the fact. But the combina- 
tion of beauty, nudity, risque com- 
and the intangible come-on 
power of Todd’s name add up to a 
promising commercial bet. The 


‘fact that the King of Siam has pro- 


vided one of the songs has already 
been profitable as publicity, and 
will continue to be. Moreover, the 
news of the license commissioner 
action seems likely to help, not 
hurt, the show’s appeal to out-of- 
towners. Hobe. 











Angels Beef 


Continued from page 49 











as authors of the book, Ethel Mer- 
man as star, George Abbott as di- 


‘rector, Jerome Robbins as choreo- 


grapher and Hayward as producer, 
the general feeling in Broadway 
managerial circles is that RCA 
has a highly promising deal, even 
without the added album, televis- 
ion and radio angles. Also, it’s pre- 


| dicted that this may be the fore- 


runner of numerous other more or 
legit financing ven- 
tures, by RCA or other recording- 
tele-radio companies, film studios 


|or other big outfits. 


Although there has been no pub- 
lie criticism, some backers of pre- 
vious Hayward (and Berlin and 
Lindsay-Crouse) shows have pri- 
vately expressed bitterness at be- 
ing ignored in the financing of 
“Madam,” 


for ‘Rat Race’ and ‘Miss Liberty,’ 
but now that thé boys have what 
they consider a sure thing, they 
take it to somebody who can give 


edge.” 
Another consistent legit backer 


fer a suitable venture for individ- 
ual investors. “If that’s true,” he 
argued, “I’d like to have had a 





cialty act, 
Peiro Bros. 
Four numbers, explicitly risque 
enough to: cause comment from 
first-nighters, have since been re- 
vised at the insistence of 
License Commissioner Edward T 


McCaffrey. They were a_ panto- 


mime sketch, “Shades of Night,” | 


illustrating an old smoking car 
story; two burley grind-and-bump 
dances by Lilly Christine, and 
“Ballet Burlesque,” an amusing 
spoof of classic terp, with June 


m°rv routine. 

Other numbers, in most of 
which the idea of sex is expressed 
as clearly and constantly as pos- 
sible, include- the song, “Got What 
It Takes,” by the chorus; Harold 
Rome’s passable “I Hate a Parade,” 
climaxed by the hilarious bass 
drum-beating bit by Peanuts Mann; 
“Blue Night,” the tune by Bhumi- 
bol (the King of Siam) and Chakra- 
band (one of his court officers), 
which Todd shrewdly gives an or- 
nate production; “Stay with the 
Happy People,” a singable song by 
Jule Styne and Bob Hilliard, sung 
by Miss Romay; “Violins from 
Nowhere,” an over-produced song 
by Sammy Fain and Herb Magid- 
son, with a dance by Corrine and 
Tito Valdez; ‘Pocketful of Dreams,” 
a laughable’ _—ittune (satirizing 
*Dreamer with a Penny,” from “All 
for Love”) by Rome, sung by the 
burley comics, and the eye-catch- 
ing bubble-bath finale. 

Besides the drum-beating bit, 
the funniest sketch combines a 


- ra 


the superb juggling} 


| After all, nobody else made up my 
mind that ‘Miss Liberty’ wasn’t 


| Suitable for me. The least they 


| buy.” 
_ Such comment is expressed 
| strictly off-the-record, however. 


| And even the more vehement beef- 


| 


| shows. 
erally conceded that as long as the 


/members of group are hot pros-' 
pects, there will be plenty of back- | 


ers,(including those who are--pro- 


_testing most bitterly) eager to put | 


money in their shows. Any time 
| they cease to be hot prospects, 
| people will no longer be willing to 


|back them. Whether everyone has. 


been included in former invest- 
, ments is unlikely to be a factor. 


overcall, 
for Berlim to get 4% 


10%. 


also get 10% of the net, Lindsay | 
and Crouse will share a similar | 


‘slice, Abbott will get 212% 
Miss Merman 10%. 





Strawhat Review 


The Apolio of Bellac 
and 
Fortunato 














| 


Woodstock, N. Y., July 2. 
Margaret Webster Co. presentation of 
double-bill, including ‘“‘The Apollo of Bel- 
lac,” adapted by Pierre Garai from orig- 
inal of Jean Giradoux, and “Fortunato,” 
adapted by Helen and Harley Granville 
Barker from original by Joaquin and 


| Serafin Quintero. Former stars Miss Web- 


As one frequent angel | 
said, “My money was good enough | 


| 


|feed and clothe. 
them a radio plug or a television | terror, he finally takes a job hold- 
|ing a lighted match for the femme | 


| ster, Frederick Rolf, Larry Gates, Sylvia 


Farnham; latter stars Eva Le Gallienne; 


| features Dion Allen, Louisa Horton, Ken- 


dall Clark. Staged by Miss Webster; sce- 
nery, Richard Harrison Senie. At Wood- 
stock (N, 1, *50; $3 
top. 


Y.) Playhouse. July 


The Apollo of Bellac 


SSP ere eee eer ee John Straub 
ere oe ere oe Frederick Rolf 
Agnes... eeeeees- Sylvia Farnham 


Michael Linethal 
Dion Allen 


2d Vice-President 
Mr. Van Kluyden 


DEP. BAGGUER. .ccccscvcce Arthur Lewis 
Ss MEE. pct 06 eds neous Preston Hanson 
 , aaa George Roy Hill 
ts Me. vveeeeeanee a Louis Frederick 
Bat. PROGGONS....ccccreces ¥ Larry Gates 
Biles BUSUING.. ccccsces Cavada Humphrey 
7 Se ree Margaret Webster 
Fortunato 
ae | ere . Larry Gates 
EP ee eee Darthy Hinkley 
PEED. c verveveccccesvvees Kendall Clark 
CN, 06-6 64-04'96.o3-0% 5 Louisa Horton 
PORCMMACG. cc cccnecectceses Dion Allen 


BOUNS BOOT: 6 coves eccceseses Frederick Rolf 
SPOTS. 66 ce vc rdeccscceces Arthur Lewis 
Conchita...... .-.-.Janice Foley 


caboose Jo Rabb 
.. John Straub 


Dressmaker’s Assistant 
Elderly Gentleman....... 


Sister of Mercy.........Vera Rushforth 
ae eee George Dupont 
Inez ..Cavada Humphrey 


Signora Amaranta..... Eva Le Gallienne 


The summer theatregoer looking 
for something different will find it 
in duplicate this week at the Wood- 


stock playhouse. Offered is a twin- 
bill featuring Jean Giraudoux’s 
“The Apollo of Bellac,” a new play 
adapted by Pierre Garai, and an- 
other play being shown on an 
American stage for the first time, | 
“Fortunato” by the Quinteros and 
adapted by Helen and Harley Gran- | 
ville Barker. 

“Fortunato,” starring Eva Le | 
Gallienne, caps the evening’s enter- | 
tainment. But “Apollo” provides a | 
worthy preliminary piece as mem- 
bers of the Margaret Webster com- | 
pany turn in a brace of expert per- 
formances. Both brief and for the | 
most part fast-moving, the two 
plays make a good combination. 

“Apollo” sets forth the premise 


that a girl can achieve any goal she | 


desires merely by telling men they 
are “beautiful.” Sylvia Farnham, 
as Agnes, proves it to the satisfac- 
tion of all concerned on the Wood- 
stock stage. 

“Fortunato” is a more weighty 
iece, dealing with a hero who has 
een a failure and a coward all his 

life, but courageously risks his life 
to earn enough to buy food for his 
five children. Miss Le Gallienne 
gives a sparkling performance in 
the part of a champion marksman 
and Dion Allen is excellent in the 
title role. 

Too honest to obtain money by 


false pretenses, Fortunato is driven | 


to despair at the thought that his 


children are hungry. He steals. 


from a blind man, but gives the 
money back when he learns that 
the blind man‘also has children to 
Conquering his 


| marksman to shoot out of his hand.’ 


h ae . | Although the role of Signora, 
who has been griping to friends Amaranta is hardly worthy of Miss. 
says he’s unimpressed by the state-| Le Gallienne, she plays it with en-| 
ment that “Madam” wouldn’t of- | thusiasm. 


chance to decide so for myself. | 


| might have done was to offer their | 
| regular backers a choice, or maybe | 
-| held out a token amount for us to) 


ers have avoided saying they would | 
|refuse to invest in future Hay- | 
Allen doing a twirling tassels mam-| ward, Berlin or Lindsay-Crouse | 
On the contrary. it’s gen- | 


| “Madam” is being financed at | 
$200,000, with provision for $25,000 | 
The royalty setup calls | 
| instead of his | 
/usual 5%, Lindsay and Crouse to! 
share 4% instead of 5%, Abbott | 
2% instead of 3% and Miss Mer- | 
man 8% instead of her customary | 
Then, after the investment | 
|has been earned back, Berlin will | 


Also outstanding in ad- 
dition to Allen are Larry Gates as 
a conniving beggar, Louis Horton 
and Kendall Clark as a well-to-do 


couple who seek to help the down- | 


trodden. 

¥Apollo” takes place in the office 
of Major & Minor Inventions, Inc., 
in Paris. Primarily responsible for 


ing start is Frederick Rolf, as a 


out from his efforts to perfect the 
“univesal vegetable” to coach the 
job-seeking Agnes with such suc- 
cess that she not only obtains em- 


from the pesident of the firm. 
Miss Webster does a bang-up job 


of the company intends to marry 
before he meets Agnes. Good work 


house, 
dent; John’Straub as the clerk, and 
Cavada Humphrey 
bird. 


at Woodstock for the summer, 
which is a break for Playhouse pa- 
| trons. Medo. 





Ian Keith, $4,600, Chevy Chase 
Chicago, July 4. 
Ian Keith in “The Play’s the 
Thing” racked up moderate $4,600 
last week at the Chevy Chase sum- 


ay (2). Martha Scott opens to- 
night (Tues.) in “Another Lan- 
guage,” to be followed by two- 
_weeker of Imogene Coco in “Happy 
Birthday.” 

Dan Levin returns to take over 


and | the director’s reins from Eugene 
| Sullivan, 


getting this piece off to an interest- 


would-be inventor, who takes time | 


ployment, but also gets a diamond. 
as Theresa, the gal the president | 


is done also by Michael Linenthal, | 
the managing director of the Play-| 
as the second vice-presi- | 
as Miss Bug-, 


The Margaret Webster troupe is | 


mer theatre for stanza ending Sun- | 


idents and thus assure ANTA not Clarissa, are superior. 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Although she recently completed featured parts in three films, Jane 
Cowl was destitute when she died June 22 in Hollywood. All the 
actress’ earnings from the screen stints had gone to pay debts, so her 
, hospital bills and funeral expenses were paid by an anonymous former 
_associate in legit. Former stage star had no near relatives, so in the 
absence of any legal instructions from next of kin, her New York attor- 
ney wired Coast authorities that her known wish had been to be cre- 
mated. However, no reply to the message was received_and the lawyer 
hasn’t learned whether or not his suggestion was followed. 

Miss Cowl is understood not to have been aware that she had cancer 
until a day or two before her death, when she underwent surgery. She 
had been sought for the femme lead in the current R. L. Stevens re- 
vival of Shaw’s “Getting Married” and was enthusiastically planning 
to appear in the comedy, but then had to pass up the assignment when 
became ill. Mady Christians subsequently was engaged for the 
part. 

A striking, charming personality as well as a noted beauty, Miss Cowl 
was the subject of the usual star anecdotes during her long career in 
legit. She always professed not to read reviews of her shows, but 
refused to speak to Alexander Woollcott for many years, after he had 
written a caustic pan of her performance in “The Road to Rome.” 
Feud was finally patched up when Woollcott, knowing his health was 
failing, visited her during one of her strawhat guest engagements at 
Marblehead, Mass., shortly before his death. She never admitted read- 
ing “The Curtain Falls,” Joseph Verner Reed’s book in which she is 
the subject of a bitter, though admiring chapter. 

Having previously established the American stage record for number 
of Broadway performances of “Romeo and Juliet,” Miss Cowl was in- 
vited by Katharine Cornell to see the latter’s revival of the play some 
years ago. Her wire refusing the bid explained, “I can’t do it. If you 
were better than I it would make me sad, and if I were better than 
you it would still make me sad.” 


Gene Mann’s Coast production of ‘“‘Miss Liberty” marks the debut of 
several Irving Berlin tunes tossed out of the Broadway production 
because there was too much material. Ditty is “Business for a Good 
Girl Is Bad,” which, along with “Mr. Monotony” and “The Pulitzer 
Prize,” hasn’t been heard on Broadway. “Business” takes the place of 
“What Do I Have To Do To Get My Picture Took With You,” tossed 
out by director Don Hershey with the blessing of Moss Hart, who staged 
the show in New York. Hershey was Hart's assistant in the New York 
production. Understood remaining three unused Berlin tunes from 
Liberty” will be incorporated by the tunesmith into a future musical. 


Plays Out of Town 


Getting Married 
Los Angeles, June 27. 


American National Theatre & Academy 
presentation of R. L. Stevens production 
of “conversation” in one act (three 
scenes) by Bernard Shaw. Features 
Cedric Hardwicke, Mady Christians, Den- 
nis King. Judith Evelyn, Arthur Treacher, 
Ralph Forbes, John Buckmaster, Colin 
Keith-Johnston, Margaret Bannerman. Di- , 
rected by Cedric Hardwicke; scenery and 
; costumes, Paul Morrison. At Biltmore, 
| L. A., June 27, ’50; $3.60 top. 

Mrs. A. Bridgenorth.Margaret Bannerman 
Greengrocer Cedric Hardwicke 
Gen. Bridgenorth........... Ralph Forbes 
Lesbia Grantham...........Judith Evelyn 
Reginald Bridgenorth...Arthur Treacher 


| only a profit but a theatre evening 
| that would have launched this pro- 
duction sponsorship more auspi- 
ciously. 

Production by R. L. Stevens is 
fine and Paul Morrison’s scenery 
and costumes are top drawer. 
Kap. 





Rose Marie 
San Francisco, July 4. 
San Francisco Civic Light Opera Assn. 


presentation of Edwin Lester production 
of musical in two 


‘ eons. acts (efght scenes). 
ee Sree PI ae aes | Book and lyrics by Otto Harbach oe 
St. John Hoichkiss....John Buckmaster | OSC’ Hammerstein II; music, Rudolf 
Cecil Sykes..... John Merivale | ~=™ and Herbert Stothart; additional 


| songs composed by Friml with lyrics by 
Harbach and Forman Brown. Stars Pa- 
trice Munsel; features Walter Cassel, Jack 
Goode, Clarissa; directed by Jose Ruben; 
dances staged by Aida Broadbent; sets, 
George Jenkins; costumes, Adele Palmer; 
costume direction, Walter J. Israel; music 


| As its first touring production- direction, Robert Zeller; vocal numbers 
staged by George Cunningham; special 


contribution to the American the- denne ani ts. Ed , 

| atre, ANTA has extended its spon- | cial adele codtaataanka Walon 
sorship to a revival of what is one. Ron Peomeieene hay ke +30; at $3.80 top. 
of the weakest efforts to come from | 


Edith Bridgenorth 
Father Soames 
Beadle 
Mrs. 


Dora Sayers 
Colin Keith-Johnston 

Ronald Telfer 
Mady Christians 


Sergeant Malone George Britton 


the prolific pen of that ecerteie | Hoc Bigie hneeu saad acer Robert Lebanese 
'Irishman, George Bernard Shaw. yy Hawiley...:.:: 0... ‘ ee Matthews 
The result is highly interesting | Waraboiiea ‘Herman..00.2. jack Goode 
,and even commendable from the) Jim Kenyon............... Walter Cassel 
|standpoint of arty theatre, but it | Ethel Weeks Ei ageancat ens = 
is an uncertain commercial risk | fndian Chief 0/0771." Tom Cherlesworth 


and of dubious value in creating a His Interpreter... 02/0". 
newer or. bigger theatre audience. | ,, Singer 
iven aw doesn’t call this a/| : : 
play, preferring to tag it a ‘“con- | fcc Eemenn seca avers. 
versation.” It was written as a con-| Ponna Phillips, Peggy Pulliam, Joanne 
tinuous thing, but it has been arbi-| Fran Yahnke. Prank Boulg GenasrEd: 
trarily divided into three parts to | doni, Tom Charlesworth, Kenneth Chap- 
give it some semblance of conven-|™4n. David Daniels, Maurice De Soto, 
tional theatre. It remains, however, | mont. Tenn Moca aughston: Robert La- 
| little more than a debate, with ron N~'son, Richard Scott, Robert Searles, 
Shaw—as usual—taking both sides Domir 'c¢ Tripoli, Robert Vanselow, Rich- 
at once and aiming his shafts at the | za, Barbara Batley Cae plana, | Estelle 
institution of marriage and, more) Blunt, Florence Brundage, Joan Colle- 
specifically, the marriage and di- a Te — 7. got ney 
: : ce te a McLee, Donn » Patrici 
vorce laws. of early 20th century | Simms, Lois Smith. Dorls Walcott, David 
England. Save for a “second act’ | Adams, Herman Boden, Buddy Bryan, 
in which the principals attempt to George Foster. Raymond Moller, George 
'draw up a new marriage contract | ®°*4e" Mare Wilder. 
along legalistic lines, the verbiage 
|is mildly humorous at best. 
Just what ANTA hoped to accom- 
| plish with this sponsorship remains | 
-vague. Inasmuch as the best run 
“Getting Married” ever had in the 
|U. S. was 114 performances—and 
that with a 1916 company that in- | 
cluded such names as William Fa- 


$ Dominic Tripoli 
Singers, dancers: Dalors Bennett, Betty 
Hilda Correa, Dorothy Coulter, 





The $100,000 or so which Edwin 
Lester and the Civie Light Opera 
Assn. have pitched at “Rose Marie,” 
plus heaping portions of rewrite, 
has contrived a new addition and 
new interpretation of the quarter- 
century-old musical. Vaude and 
versham, Hilda _Spong, Charles ballet have been added, likewise 
Cherry and Henrietta Crosman—it | opera, boogie, new tunes, excellent 
/couldn’t have expected a long-run | costuming and ‘staging. 
hit. And with the present state) But the major punch which 
of the entertainment market, it’s | qualifies the opus for audience ova- 
only about even-money that the tion is the singing and personality 
present production will equal the | of Patrice Munsell, who gives the 
| 4 performances on Broadway by a production impact. Ably aided by 
heatre Guild company in 1931) Walter Cassel, Miss Munsel turns 
| Sie Margaret Wycherly, Dorothy | in an evbning of singing that lifts 
| = and Henry Travers, among | the sometime pleasing but often 
| ot =. But there may be that many | jaded vehicle to brilliant peaks, 
people interested in seeing this | making justifiable the valiant di- 
| yon, names on a stage at one time, | rection by Jose Ruben (stage) and 
| espite the handicap of a heavy | Robert Zeller (musical), scenic de- 
| Script. signing by George Jenkins, supe- 
rior costumes by Adele Palmer and 


ati direction is good) 
ere are moments when the top choreography i ad- 
| cast delivers some tremendous ex- | hurst. Miss nel takes the mae 
| amples of ensemble acting. It | ing chores in easy stride. She has 
Fete have been better, however, | looks, warmth, charm and _ she 
| o expand these talents on a more | wears her costumes with dramatic 


worthy vehicle—one that would’ effect. S i d 
| appeal to salesmen as well as stu- | setae Chile Peankt 


| by Jack Goode, Ollie Franks and 


¥ 


Ted. 
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Total Legit Grosses | 


The following are the comparative figures based on Varirty’s 
poxoffice estimates for last week ‘(the 5th week of the season) 
the corresponding week of last season: 


anda 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current................ 19 15 

Total weeks played so far by all shows ... 100 87 

‘otal gross for all current shows last week.. $426,500 $365.100 

otal season’s gross so far by all shows... $2,416,300 $2,163.700 

Number of new productions so far........ 1 0 
: ROAD 

(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 8 10 

Total weeks played so far by all shows 52 57 

retal road gross reported last week . $186,600 $286,600 

Season’s total road gross so far . $1.319,000 $1.423.900 








Slow Chi Waits Convention Trade; 


‘Okla.’ 206, ‘Ear’ $17,000, ‘Mice’ $13,000 


Chicago, July 4. 

Chi boxoffice is feeling the early | 

ier slump, and waiting for the | 

convention trade. 

“Oklahoma’ is holding steady and | 

extended its run again until | 

2. “Lend An Ear’”’ is off, as 
rwo Blind Mice.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
“pend An Ear,” Great Northern 
14th wk) (1,500; $4.94), Mild $17,- 
oo0 for the revue. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (10th wk) 
1.334: $4.33). Going along moder- 
v with $20.000. | 
“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (8th 
wk?) (1,000: $3.71). Just about keep- 
ing afloat with $13,000. 





SUlli 


ee Strawhat Tryouts 


CURRENT WEEK 


“Check and Double”—Blythe- 
wood summer theatre, Chester- 
, town, N, ¥. 

“Miranda”—Ounquiet (Me.) play- 
house. 

“Wa-Happen”—Green Mansions, 
| Warrensburg, N. Y. 

NEXT WEEK 

“And Never Been Kissed”—Rob- 
ert Daggett Playhouse, Westboro, 
Mass. 

“Duet for One’—Repertory the- 
_atre, Chautauqua, N, Y. 


Kate $35,100, Hub: “Easy Does It”—Green 


1 
Aus | 





Man- 
sions, Warrensburg, N. Y. 

“Life of the Party’—Country 
playhouse, Westport, Conn 

“Open Season”—Duxbury (Mass.) 


‘ 9 
playhouse. 
Roberts $12,300 “Parisienne” — Bucks County 
playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 
“Professor Cupid” Norman 





Boston, July 4. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” continued to 
hold up nicely in its second week 
at the Shubert. “Mr. Roberts,” at 
Colonial, slid again. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Mister Roberts,” Colonial (17th 
wk! ($3.60; 1,500). Not too bad at 
almost $12,300. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,”’ Shubert (2d wk) | 
($4.20-$4.80; 1.700). Another nifty | 
session at over $35,100. 


Ford’s theatre, Verbank, N. Y. 
“Round We Go”’—Green Man- 
sions, Warrensburg, N. Y. 





‘New Hampshire Barns 


See Biggest Season 


Manchester, N. H., July 4. 
New Hampshire’s summer thea- 





be the biggest in silo circwt his- 
torv. from the standpoint of both 
quality and b.o. A new policy was 
inaugurated when the Lakes Re- 
gion playhouse opened in Gilford, 
yesterday ‘Mon.) with a guest-star 


Joseph H. Leahy has joined the | policy. “Harvey,” with Stuart Ir- 
The new 


staff of the Brattleboro, Vt., sum-| : : 

: . ° | win, is the opening bill. 
mer theatre. . . . Klaus Kolmar, | pjayvhouse. which was converted 
publicity head and assistant direc- | from a 180-year-old harn, has a 
id at the Spa summer theatre, | eating capacity of 600 and repre- 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., will um-| conte an investment of approxi- 
dertake his | first staging chore | mately $30,000. Alton Wilkes is 
there with “Knickerbocker Holi- producer and the staff 
day.” starring Burl Ives. . . . Gene F. Callahan, Adolphus Sweet, 
Sharon Springs (N. Y.) Tent thea-| George Stevens, Peter Cass and 
tre opened a six to eight-week sea- | yenry W. Glass. 
son Sunday (2) with “Light Up the | [he peterborough Players, found- 
Sky.” Group, financed by the lo-' ¢q jn 1933, reopened last week 
+4 Board of Trade, is made up of | jn peterborough, and will stage 
—¥o U. students... . Ann Lee’s) productions Wednesday through 
‘ Teatro, Santa Fe, N.M., opened | Saturday evenings. Richard Noyes 
esterday —(Tues.) with Sterling | snq William McCleery starred in 
Holloway in “Merton of the Mov- | the opening play, McCleery’s “Par- 
les. Wendell Corey and Pamela joy Story.” Edith Bond Stearns 
Britton will star at the theatre is the Players’ producer. 
Aus. | in “Born Yesterday. Merrimack playhouse opened with 

Stanley Lemin, British actor cur-| Marilyn Hurley, Naoma Vincent 
hie Visiting the U. S., will make | srq Nick Wanamaker in “Jenny 
os hest 
Pompton Lakes, N.J., Monday | as director 
sn in “An Inspector Calls.” ...| Other openings among the Gran- 

exas Christ ian U. little theatre | ite State's dozen strawhatters were: 
7 mmer pro d uction Tuesday- | June 27, New London Players, and 
Wednesday (11-12), . . Anne the ‘Tilton Players. The latter 
Thee drumbeating for Al Jones’) ¢gmpany had changed its name, 
Re by The-Bea, Matunuck, ' having previously operated as the 
- Salisbury Players, at the Salisbury 
| Town Hall. . 

Besides the Lakes Regicn play- 
| house, other summer stock com- 
| ponies scheduled to open in July 
|are the New Hampshire Repertory 


Strawhat Notes 








Shows in Rehearsal 


oe 4S! C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
2 ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


ivf ( \Ta Ta ] 

“Vi meet: afl (Operetta). ' Whitefield; Barnstormers, Tam- 
Inve a3 Mabel” = (c)—Alexander  yo;th; Showboat playhouse, New 
Arthur y+ sey Schenker; director, | Castie: Hampton Beach playhouse 
“Parisienne”. (c)—Theatre Festi- and Windham playhouse. 
val: director, Sam Wanamaker: 


1 A Live Wire” (c) — Mike 
Lea ( ‘ | 





New Austin, Tex., Group 


Austin. Tex., July 4. 





San Anton’ River Sked , been erganized here and will pre- 
The § _. San Antonio, July 4. | sent Lynn Riggs’ “Roadside” Fri- 
_t he initial production of the re- | days and Saturdays for an extended 
yt ly-organized River Theatre| engagement at Saengerrunde Hall 
“vets will be “The Bad Men,” to! here. Group is headed by Tommy 
"Staged at the Arneson River | Jones. 
es This is to be the first of | Others in the group are Jack Mc- 
"ree productions this summer.| Donald, Jim Finley, Barbara Hug- 


hers may be the “Show Off,” | gins, Hayden Douglas, Norris Do- | 


Springtime for Henry” or “Down minique. Julius Walker, Charles 

mn re Valley.” Lene and Marvin Rich. Music has 
. " Hussung is producer for the been added to the original play. 
: ’. Carl Atkins dramatic diree- There will be a total of 10 songs. 
“$3 ind James Gambino musical | Leries ave by Jones and music by 
‘rector, i Roy Upshaw. 


‘EAST WIND’ 436, ST. L.; 
‘SING PREEM SWAMPED 


St. Louis, July 4. 


6 ? 
| Despite threats of rain several | t P Sh 
nights, “East Wind,” the Hammer- | ul ee OW 


| stein-Romberg musical, wound up| 


its fourth one-week. stand in the | 


tre season, now in full swing, may | 


The | 


strawhat appearance at | Kissed Me,”. with Brennan Moore 


| theatre. Charlestown; Forty-Niners, | 


} 
| Group 10 Theatre of Austin has 


_Municipal Theatre Assn.’s alfresco 
playhouse in Forest Park, Sunday 
night (2) with a neat b.o. score. The 
_plece, copping plaudits from the 
critics, attracted 63,000 payees for 
'an estimated gross of $43,000. 


City Opera Co., scored solidly in 


her local bow in the open air the-| 


atre, along with Brian Sullivan and 
Wilbur Evans, faves of previous 
seasons here, and John Elliott. The 
eccentric terpsing of Buster West 
and Lucille Page also was sock. 
Outstanders in support were Ed- 
win Steffe, Carolyn Tanner, Milton 
Frome, Leonard Elliott and Evans 
Thornton. 

After a day of humidity a cloud- 
burst broke 10 minutes before last 
night’s (Mon.) scheduled opening 
of a one-week stand of “Of Thee 
I Sing,” washing out the perform- 
ance and disappointing a mob of 
9.000. It was the season’s first can- 
cellation. “Sing” was last presented 
in the alfresco theatre in 1938. 
Faces new to localites are Maureen 
Cannon, Richard Wentworth, Joey 
Faye and Phil Seed. They, with 
Wilbur Evans, head the cast. Two 
local grunt-and-groaners have been 
recruited for the Madison Square 
Garden scene. 


Salesman’ Hustles 


To $22,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco, July 4. 

“Death Of a Salesman,” with 
Thomas Mitchell held steady with 
about $22.000 last week, its second 
at the 1,550-seat Geary. Top is 
$3.60. 

“Rose Marie’ preemed last 
night ‘(Mon.) at the 1.550-seat Cur- 
ran. Second in 
Opera series, “Rose Marie” has a 
east including Patrice Munsel, 
Walter Cassel and Jack Goode. 

When tickets go on sale tomor- 
row ‘Wed.) for “South Pacific” at 
the.War Memorial 
box offices, there will be six win- 
dows open, one for each week of 
the engagement. Purchasers will 
be limited to 6 seats in the orches- 
tra, boxes or grand tier; 8 in the 





no limit on the balcony. No mail or 
phone orders will be accepted. 
Musical opens July 31. 


x Fall Legit 


‘opens July 24 at the Fulton, N. Y. 
| If any presentation of either oper- 
tation looks like a boxoffice hit, it 














includes | Will be moved elsewhere for a con- | 


| tinued run. 


| Last season, “Night in Spain,” a. 


dance revue originally titled “Ca- 
| balgata,” and the Berlin-Robert E. 
| Sherwood musical, “Miss Liberty,” 
| were the only shows to open before 
| Labor Day. Ken Murray’s “Black- 
/outs” and the reopened “Diamond 
| Lil” arrived shortly after that, so 
‘only four entries were in before 
| Oct. 1, including two variety-type 
|shows and the Mae West reopen- 
ing. That means that only one new 
|legiter, “Miss Liberty,” reached 
Broadway by Oct. 1. 

However, eight productions 
opened during October last year, 
‘including “Twelfth Night,” “Yes, 
| M’Lord,” “Chartok’s Gilbert & Sul- 
|livan repertory, “Browning Ver- 
sion,” “Touch and Go,” “Montser- 
rat,” “Lost in the Stars” and ‘Re- 
gina.” None of them subsequent- 
ily paid off, but “Miss Liberty,” 
“Touch and Go” and “Lost in the 
| Stars” bad lengthy runs. “Dia- 
/mond Lil” made a profit, but it 
/was actually a 1948-49 production, 
‘having originally premiered the 
| previous spring. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 2-15) 

“Death of a Salesman”—Geary, 
S. F. (3-15). 
“Getting Married” — Biltmore, 
A. +3-8). 





L. 
| (3-15). 


| “Lend an Ear”’—Great Northern, 
Chi. (3-15). 

| “Mister Roberts” 
Bost. (3-15). 

| “Oklahoma!” — Erlanger, Chi. 

(3-15). 

| “Rose Marie” 

' (3-15). 


Golonial, 


“South Pacific’? — Philharmonic 


| Aud., L. A. (3-15), 


(3-15). 


Marguerite Piazza, from the N.Y. 


the Civie Light! 
Opera House | 


dress circle; 10 balcony circle; with | 


Continued from page 49 = | 


“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Bost. 


— Curran, S. F. 


“Two Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi. 


| 


| 
! 


B way Nosedives on Pre-Holiday, 


$36,300 First 5; 


Most Shows Way Of, ‘Pacific’ SRO 


Business plummeted last week on , week, almost $13,000; lays off July 


Broadway, tumbling even more ab-| 15 for four weeks. 


ruptly than expected. With attend- 
ance off from the start, the bottom 
virtually dropped out of the b.o. 
on the eve of the July 4 weekend. 
There were some tourists in town, | 
but nowhere near enough to offset | 
the holiday exodus for the unusu- 
ally long weekend. Only “South 
Pacific” sold out, and that despite 
the absence of Mary Martin from 
the cast for three performances be- 
cause of illness. The few tickets 
returned were quickly purchased 
by patrons waiting in the lobby, 
and there was the regular limit of 
standee trade. 

The total gross for all 19 shows 
was $426.500, or 71.16° of capac- 
ity, a drop of 8.39°% from the pre- 
vious week’s $479,700 total. Indi- 
cations are that this week’s busi- 
ness will be about the same as last, 
and that conditions may then level 
off until about mid-August, when 
the seasonal upturn is due. 

Last week’s only closing was 
“Lost in the Stars,” which vacated | 
the Music Box. It was offset by the | 
opening of “Peep Show,” the new} 
Michael Todd revue, at the Winter | 
Garden. “Mister Roberts,” starring | 
Henry Fonda, and “Wisteria Trees,” 
starring Helen Hayes, are slated to 
lay off four weeks, beginning July 
IS. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller 
wk) (CD-$4.80: 940; $21,600). 
vious week, $19,300; last 
about $13,800. 


“Come Back, 


(24th 
Pre- 
week, 


Little Sheba,” 


Booth (20th wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20,- | 


i 000). Previous week, $12,600; last 
week, $9,900. 
_ “Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(73d wk) 
Previous week, $15,000; last week. 
almost $11,000. 

“Detective Siory,” Hudson (67th 
wk) ‘(D-$4.80; 
vious week, $11,200; last week, 
$8,500; moved Monday (3) to larger 


(1,160 seats) Broadhurst. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
(30th wk) (M-$6; 1,628: $48,244). 


| Previous week, over $48,200; last 


| week, $47,300. 
| “Happy Time,” Plymouth (23d 


(D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). | 


| 
j 
| 
} 


1,016; $23,675). Pre-| 


| 


Stock 
“Julius Caesar,” Arena (2d wk) 


' (C-$3; 500; $10,600). Previous week, 
| $7,800; last week, about $8,100. 


Future Schedule 

Festival Theatre ‘opening bill, 
“Parisienne”’), July 24. Fulton; 
“Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 18, Mu- 
sic Box: “Southern Exposvre,” 
Sept. 26, theatre unspecified; 
“Black Chiffon,” Sept. 27, Mans- 
field; “Season in the Sun,” Sept. 
28, theatre unspecified; “Affairs of 
State,” Oct. 2, Royale; “Giaconda 
Smile,” Oct. 3. Lyceum; “Call Me 
Madame.” Oct. 9. Imperial;:“Legend 


of Sarah,” Oct. 11, theatre un- 
specified; “Curious Savage,” Oct. 
12, theatre unspecified; ‘“Lady’s 


Not for Burning,” Nov. 6, Royale. 


Pacific $57,200, 
Married 106, L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Local summer season got under- 
way last night ‘Mon.) when Gene 
Mann opened his fifth open-air 
Greek theatre season with ‘Miss 
Liberty.” Bow gave the town three 
houses alight. f 

Last week’s arrival, “Getting 
Married,” fell far below expecta- 
tions, and the revival folds here 
next Saturday (8). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Getting Married,” Biltmore (1st 
wk) ($3.60; 1,636). Dour $10,000 for 
six days ‘opened Tues.) was about 
$5,000 below costs, so the sched- 
uled cross-country tour winds up 
this week. 

“South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud. (6th wk) ($4.80; 2,670). All the 
house will hold again; ditto at 
nearly $57,200. 


‘DISH RAN AWAY’ IS 
NEW LONDON CLICK 


London, June 30. 
“Dish Ran Away,” a diverting 
“French” farce by Graham Fraser, 








was presented by Jack de Leon and 


Jack Livesey at Whitehall theatre, 
June 28. Slickly directed by Leslie 
French, story covers traditional 
mix-up due to ex-marital entangle- 


| wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre-| ments, and was warmly received. 
vious week, $26,300; last week, Should draw audiences with a yen 


| over $22.300. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (78th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Previ- 
ous week, $44,500; last week, about 

000 


| 


| 281 verformances. 

| “Member of the Wedding.” Em- 
| 000). Previous week, $20,800; last 
| week. $16,390. 

| “Mister Roberts,” Alvin 

'wk) (CD-$4.80; 1.360; $34,276). 
Previous week, $28,700; last week, 
nearly $22,000; lays off July 15 for 
four weeks. 

“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
| (Ist wk) (R-87.20: 1,519; $55.168). 
| Opened last Wednesday night (28) 
to two pro notices (Coleman, Gar- 
land), four so-so (Atkinson, Chap- 
man, Polloek, Watts) and one bad 
(Barnes); first five performances 
grossed nearly $36,100 (apprexi- 
metely 94°, of canacity). 

“Peter Pan.” Imoverial (10th wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,400; $34,500). Previous 
week. $34.100; last week, about 
$32.000. 

“South Pacifie,” Majestic (64th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). With 
‘Mary Martin out because of illness, 
‘there were some refunds, but they 
| were immediately repurchased; the 
_standee limit again at $50.600. 

“Texas, L’il Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(32d wk) (M-$6; 1,543; $42,000). 
Previous week, $18,000; last week, 
almost $12,800. 





pire (26th wk) (D-$4.80: 1.082: $24.- | 


| 
| 


| 


| Previous week, $17,600; last week, | . 


$18,200; closed Saturday (1), after: ‘Born’ Is Stock Opener 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(123d | 





“The Consul,” Barrymore (16th 
wk) ‘(M-$4.80-$6; 1,066; $28,200). 
Previous week, $26,700; last week, 
about ©21,000. 

“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (10th 
wk) (R-$4.80; 998; $26,600. Previous 
week. $19,400; last week, nearly 
$15.000. 
| “Where’s Charley?” St. James 
| (89th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
| Previous week, $36,100; last week, 
| about $30.000. 
| “Wisteria Trees,” Martin Beck 
| (14th wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,214; $33,- 
| 000). Previous week, $18,700; last 


for this type of entertainment. 
Betty Pau registered an emphatie 
hit as a midinette of friendly 
morals. Expert casting of other 


“Lost in the Stars.” Music Box Toles makes play seem better than 
(35th wk) (M-$5.40; 1,012; $26,600). | !t is. 





At Poche, New Orleans 


New Orleans, July 4. 
With eight days already past 
since its initial production, “Born 
Yesterday,” finished a six-day run, 
the Poche theatre here is offeri 
“The Male Animal’ as its secon 
summer presentation beginning 
tomorrow ‘Wed.). The Garson 
Kanin comedy, which closed June 
27. had a price scale ranging from 
a 63c low at the Sunday matinee 
to a $2.50 top at the evening per- 
formances, 
Presented by Pearson Produc- 
tions, Inc., and directed by Talbot 
Pearson, current production in- 
cludes among its cast Romola 
Robb, Randolph Echols and Don 
Kennedy, The James Thurber play 
will also run for six days, to be 
followed July 19 by “Personal Ap- 
pearance.” 


Jacob’s Pillow Festiva! 
Okay in Early Start 


Lee, Mass., July 4. 

Ted Shawn, opening his annual 
Dance Festival at Jacob’s Pillow, 
near here, a week earlier than 
usual, found the move to pay off. 
With four performances over the 
weekend, matinees and evenings 
Friday and Saturday (30-1), after- 
noons were good, and Saturday eve 
SRO. Talent included Jean Leon 
Destine, Pola Nirenska, Nana Goll- 
ner and Paul Petroff. 

This weekend, Shawn will pre- 
sent David Tihmar and the Ballet 
Guild; Peter Hamilton & Co., and 








Mara and her dancers. 
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The Blessed and the | 


Damned 


Paris, June 20. 
Georges Beaume (Les Pleiades) pres- 
entation of Pierre Beteille production of 
two plays by Orson Welles on a double 


bill. Direction, sets and costumes by 
O. Welles. Stars O. Welles. At Theatre 
Edouard VII, Paris. 


Orson Welles contribution to the 
advancement of legit in Paris pos- 
sibly can be judged by the fact that 
$1.55 is the scale charged for this 
while $2 is the usual average legit 
admission. The two plays, in Eng- 
lish, were auspiciously received by 
a first-night audience which in- 
cluded many Hollywoodites. How 
the show will do likely will depend 
primarily on the tourists, since the 





French can’t get all the implica- 
tions obviously intended by the 
writer. 

The show is intended for pro- 
duction in London this fall, with 
the theatre here rented for only 
50 days. 

THE UNTHINKING LOBSTER 

With horkground musical score by 
Teny Aubin. 


eh oe beelees Gloria Granger 
. Suzanne Cloutier 
Jamie Schmitt 
Orson Welles 

.. George Lloyd 
er Marvin Frank 
eens ee Frederick O’Brady 
Jennifer Howard 

Hilton Edwards 

Helena Hughes 

A. Sporeaccione Lucio Ardenzi 
Edwina Hazard 
Helene Remy 
Astrid Dubois 


Julie Gibson 
Miss Pratt 
Roland Zitz kai S 
Jake Behoovian ...... 
Lender Plaice .. 
Moennv Burns ... 
L’Archiduc 
Letitia Pottle 
L’Archebishop 
L’Archangel 
La voix de 
Ist Witness 
2nd Witness . 
3rd Witness 


Hollywood’s known lack of love 
for Orson Welles is reauited in re- 
verse English in this two-scene 
one-acter that evidences more 
rancor than playwriting knowhow. 
It contains many witty lines that 
get Jaughs, but after a fast start 
there is neither buildup nor cli- 
max. This visualization of many 
alleged foolish traits of the Holly- 
wood greats is no help to film com- 
pany press agents. 

Plav ovens in a studio projec- 
tion room where rushes are being 
glimpsed A Canadian Saint is 
supposed to heal cripples, who 
having been hired as extras from 
a cripple’s home are actually real 
cripples. So when they act cured, 
it seems a real miracle has been 
performed. News flashed to the 
world results in pilgrims flocking 
to the studio. Payoff is that an 
angel comes to the studio to make 
a contract for God that he won't 
perform any more screen miracles 
hurting vroduction. 

Though the author has been 
careful to avoid similarity § in 
names, some studio toppers ob- 
viously are used as foils in the) 
projection room scene. Welles, as | 
the Italian director, may be con-'| 
troversial but is effective. Suzanne 
Cloutier is good as the secretary, 
and so is Julie Gibson in her) 
screen appearance, desnite terrible | 
photogravhy and sound. Jennifer | 
Howard is a how! as the radio 20S- | 
siver. Frederic O’Brady, the Rus-| 
sian nobleman turned restaurant | 
overator. scores heavily. Helena 
Hughes does well. 

Balance of cast is okay. with all 
men obviously well briefed as to 
the traits of studio toppers depict- 
ed. Direction is grooved to make 
the lampoon obvious. Production 
had to overcome many difficulties, 
but this does not affect the Holly- 
wood take-off lines. 











Plays Abroad 


going on for weeks. It caused 
many cast changes. 

This revamping left little room 
for anybody but Orson Welles and 
Hilton Edwards, as Mephisto- 
pheles. Latter has little chance of 
displaying his real ability. The 
three Negro girls, comprising the 


‘choir (Eartha Kitt, Helena Hughes 


and Tommie Moore), even if they 
don’t steal the show, prove able to 
hold their own. Balance of cast is 
competent but mere background 
for Welles. 

Lighting of the play by Edwards 
is fine. The choir keeps this from 
being one long monologue. 


Added Strawhats 


The following summer theatres 


‘erate this season. Equity-franchised 
spots are designated (E) and non- 
|Equity (N). If letter is omitted, 


it’s not known whether barn will | 


/operate under Equity jurisdiction. 
'This brings the total number to 
232 so far. 
CONNECTICUT 
Hamden: Summer theatre. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Washington: Sesquicentennial 
Amphitheatre; L. Poe Leggette. 
GEORGIA 
Americus: Carnegie Library the- 
atre; Robert Campbell (N). 
KENTUCKY 
Louisville: Pioneer 


playhouse; 


Mavi. Eben Henson. 
—_—_—_—_—_— LOUISIANA 
. a New Orleans: Poche theatre; Tal- 
The Dish Ran Away w Orlea 
? bot Pearson. 
London, June 29. MASSACHUSETTS 

Jack de Leon and Jack Livesey pro- Ror ane ee Re, — 
duction of farcical comedy in three acts Beverly: North Shore Playhouse; 
by Graham Fraser (from the French by G.| Blake Johnson. (E). Opens July 
Larue) Directed by Leslie French Al 10 Runs eight weeks 
Whitehall, London, June 28, ’50 WeeKS. 

“a yume aaa é , Falmouth: Highfield playhouse; 
Peter Perry ; Frank Leighton Pe = 5 4 _ ere 
Daphne Perry..... ..Emma Treckman Kingsley A. Perry & Richard W. S. 
Mrs. Perry Winifred Evans | Maxson. (N). 
re ee Betty Paul | ss 3 on 
Olga Czerzowska......Blanche Fothersgill Gloucester: School of theatre. 


. Gordon Tanner 
Shelagh Furley 


John Gribb 
Violet a 


_ errr ee 

Though uncomprehensibly billed 
as “from the French,” understood 
this farce the sole creation 
of a British woman. Dealing with 
usual Gallic theme of promiscuous 
husbandry, it provides amusing en- 
tertainment, and should draw lov- 
ers of this flippant form of theatri- 
cal fare. 

If for no other reason, the play 
is worth seeing for the delightful 
performance of Betty Paul, as a 
designing minx who captivates the 
audience as well as the two males 
in the story. She ealls with some 
lingerie from the shop where em- 
ployed and is mistaken by the hus- 
band for expected domestic help 
from the Continent. She makes 
no objections to his embraces, and 


is 


is soon installed in a love nest, Jutland: Hunterdon Hills Play- 
with usual marital and past life house. Opens June 28. 
complications. Pompton Lakes: Summer thea-| 


Betty Paul, last seen in a sup- 
porting role in Cochran's ‘Bless 
the Bride,’ sparkles as the little 
French midinette, contrasting her 
saucy allure with poignant grief in | 
closing episodes. Emma _ Treck- | 
man is human and friendly as the 
understanding wife and Blanche 
Fothergill is quietly expressive as 
a Polish servant. Frank Leighton 
makes a likeable figure of the er- 
rant husband, while Gordon Tan- 
ner is a fresh 
wooer. Winifred 


Evans __ glides 


happily through the role of the ex- | 


actress mother-in-law. Clem. 
Shepherd’s Warning 
London, June 27. 


Reunion Theatre Guild production of 
comedy in three acts by Reginald Beck- 


with. Directed by Henry Kendall, At Lloyd Hubbard and William Andia. 
mbassy, London. '(N). Opens June 21. Runs 11 
1aey pre d ce eth ea et kee Joves gg od weeks a 
iggy Raseay ....c.oe. ..+... Jack Allen | fe 
Jane Ponsonby....... Henryetta Edwards | Sharon Springs: Tent theatre. 
Tony Carmichael. ........ Vernon Greeves Warrensburg: Green Mansions 
John Featherstone......... Emrys Jones | Plavhous 
De CUE nas Cesécees.s Anna Turner - se. 
itera 3 Ae PR “oO Warwick: Grange Hall. 
are Duncan......... enrietta atson Westbury: Winth : » 
oe. Ripley....sscccces. Christopher Steele ward Watson & ot ~—_ Ed 
SPST Tee .. Buena Bent . uchsinger. 
Gish GOIMG. ois ccciccess Charlotte Mitchell | NORTH CAROLINA 





Mock political comedy of Britain | 
under Communist government is 
disappointing, and not up to au- 
thor’s standard. Drastic revision | 
might inject some plausibility into | 
characters and situations, but in| 


/present form is unlikely to move’ ye 


down for a West End presentation. | 


young American | 


Greenfield: Summer theatre. 
Nantucket: Barn Stages. 


Orleans: Arena theatre; James 
Van Wart and Gordon H. Argo. 


Opens June 27. Runs 10 weeks. 
MICHIGAN 
Alpena: Algar Productions. 
MINNESOTA 

Gull Lake: Pine Beach playhouse; 
Robert Gaus. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Gilford: Lake Region Playhouse. 
(E). Opens July 3. 

North Conway: Eastern Slope 
Players; Edward O’Donnell. Opens 
July 24. Runs six weeks. 

Pike: No Name theatre. 

Swanzey: Potash Bowl. 
June 30. 

Windham: Plavhouse. 

NEW JERSEY 

Cedar Grove; Meadowbrook; Dal 
Teague and John Martucci. Opens 
June 26. Runs 10 weeks. 


Opens 


tre; Lawrence E. Parke. 
NEW YORK 

Albany: 
tre. 

Bridgeport: Playhouse. 

Chautauqua: Repertory theatre. 

Copake: Taconic Playhouse. 

Cragsmoor: Summer playhouse; 
Marjorie Hildreth & Willis Knigh- 
ton. 

Flower Hill; Sky Top summer 
'theatre. (E). Opens June 27. 
Forestburg: Summer theatre, 
Grand Island: Playhouse. 


house. 

Orangeburg: County Circle thea- 
tre; Jean Dale Crane. Opens July 
4. Runs 10 weeks. 

Rochester: Pittsford Summer the- 


|atre; John Tuttle, Wilford Scott, | 


‘producers James Westerfield 
'Ben Boyar 


| trate” 


| be 


, Hudson, 
definitely, Latter organization can- | 


Red Barn, Arena thea-' 


Kiamesha Lake: Monticello Play- 


Management of “Lend an Ear” 
still hasn’t sent an accountant’s 
statement to the show's backers 
since April 1. Similarly, investors 
in “Alive and,Kicking,” haven't re- 
ceived any statement at all regard- 
ing the financial status of the ven- 
ture ... Percy S. Montague and 
| Robert Kast are reportedly trying 
to work out a deal to present 
tabloid legit shows in film houses. 
George Brandt, on the contrary, 
says he’s abandoned plans for a 
national legit-film circuit, because 
of Equity restrictions .. . Backers 
of the Melody Fair, at Danbury, 
Conn., have been notified by co- 
and 
to put up the 20% 
overcall provided for in the part- 
nership agreement. 

Ben Hecht and Charles MacAr- 
thur will collaborate on an adapta- 
tion of Sardou’s “Fedora” for 
John Golden Robert White- 
head; co-producer of “Member of 
the Wedding,” said on his return 


|from Europe last week that he’ll 


put Donald Ogden Stewart’s “The 
Kidders” into production as soon 
as satisfactory script revisions are 
completed. Harold Clurman, still 


|} on the Continent, will direct it. Al- 
|so on his schedule for this season 


is a revival of Pinero’s “The Magis- 
... Carl Fisher, house man- 
ager of the Hudson theatre, N. Y., 
until its recent sale to NBC, will 
company manager of Leland 
Hayward’s “Call Me Madame” pro- 
duction, for which Herman Bern- 
stein is general manager... Inci- 
dentally, the Howard  Lindsay- 
Russel Crouse production office 
will remain in the Hudson until 
Sept. 1, when other quarters must 
be found. But the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy, which 
| occupies the top two floors of the 
will remain there _in- 


not move out until Malin Studios 
vacate its ANTA playhouse. That 


them three months free rent 
Ezra Stone sailed Friday (30) on 
the Caronia for Europe to line up 
leads for Milton Shubert’s pro- 
posed production of a _ Puccini 
musical, which he will direct. 
Mary Martin may return to the 
“South Pacific’ lead this week. 
She’s been out since last Friday 
(30) because of an intestinal in- 
fection. Billie Worth has been 
subbing . .. Barbara O’Neill will 
join Celeste Holm, Reginald Owen 
and Shepperd Strudwick in Rich- 
'ard Krakeur’s production of “Af- 


fairs of State,” by Louis Verneuil | 


... Screen rights to “All You Need 
Is One Good Break,” Arnold Ma- 
noff’s flop of last season on Broad- 

| way, have been sold to an outfit 
|called Strick Film Co., for a re- 

ported price of $2,500 and a small 
percentage of the gross. 

| The cast of the touring “Kiss Me, 

| Kate,” currently at the Shubert, 

; Boston, will mark the company’s 
| first anniversary by attending 


‘day (9) at West Falmouth, Mass. 
|... Ticket broker Sam Roth sailed 
| over the weekend on a 12-day West 
Indies cruise . .. Paul Horn an- 


| be held next 


may be in January, if ANTA gives | 


a) 
luncheon and cocktail party Sun- | 


Burnsville: Parkway playhouse. 
; Cannonsburg: Little Lake ree 
re. 

Cherokee: Mountainside theatre; 
Carol White. Opens July 1. 
Coopersburg: Summer theatre. 
Manteo: Waterside theatre; Sam- 
1 Selden. Opens July 1. 


‘nounces a fall revival of “The 
Wild Duck,” for which he hopes 
to have Margaret O’Brien and 
Agnes Moorehead in leading parts. 
|Louis Cline will be manager... 
'The Assn. of Theatrical Press 
|; Agents & Managers has hired Joe 


| Roberts as paid organizer of tele-| 





TIME RUNS 


| A titled woman with her third 
| 
Music by Duke Ellington 


husband and son and daughter of 
|two previous marriages live in a 


Choir— 7 : ‘ ‘ 
a ee ree ee Eartha Kitt small part of her ancestral home. 
EE RRR sites es. Helena Huhes | High taxation has necessitated do- 
Pg ng fa Moore nating the bulk of the estate to 
. < BUUS.cceccces rson elles | } . thi . 
Mephistopheles .......... Hilton Edwards | the National Tr ust which preserves 
Ec vecke's +b 36g san Jamie Schmitt it on condition it be open to the 
BD WOMOR. c6cctecissdeeea Jennifer Howard public. A newly elected Commu- 
8 ae ee Lee Zimmer | »; j 
SO RR reer ee Marvin Frank | nist government plans to national- 
Sn EK: tis cae conaien Herbert Machiz ize everything and the- family 


os 'hourly anticipate being ejected 
This second offering on the bill | from their home. 
is long and verbose. The language | 
used is a composite of prose, dog-| to act as local “commissars,” a 
gerel and blank verse. Some mu- mixed pair to whom the boy and 
sic by Duke Ellington adds certain | girl residents make facetious love. 
sicnificance to the words. | At first adamant in their devotion 
Welles has translated the result: to the “cause,” with no time for 
of a bit of his self-introspection | sex, they finally succumb but feel 
into a tragedy, with a view of dem-| they are being made fools of until 
onstrating that though there may | the brother and sister realize their 
be no such thing as hell, man can| make-believe is in earnest. 
create it on earth. This he has|interlopers topple from their hide- 


fully succeeded in doing, at least| bound elevation on meeting a fa-. 


for his cast, which never knew | Mous founder-member of the Com- 
what was going to be altered and: munist doctrine who debunks all 
had an experience they are not they had held sacred. 

likely to forget. Using a Negro| Joyce Barbour is hearty and hu- 
choir came as a_ last-minute morous as the aristocrat and Hen- 
thought after rehearsals had been Tryetta Edwards = and_ Vernon 
Greeves are wholly satisfying as 











dumb husband. Emrys Jones and 
Anna Turner turn in the best per- 
formances as the young Reds. Hen- 
rietta Watson is superb in the role 
of tolerant ex-firebrand. Clem. 


FOR SALE 


1N GLOUCESTER, MASS. 

Cottage on two acres of conveniently 
secluded woodland near salt water 
Two-car garage, guest house. Partially 
furnished—$6,700.00. 

VERNON W. RICH 

Bennett St., Gloucester, Mass. 
Telephone: 4668-M 





Harpist Mildred Dilling sailed 
for Europe Saturday (1) for con- 
cert dates and a vacation, 











Two young party leaders arrive | 


The | 


her children. Jack Allen makes a | 


OHIO de 

| alia a ., : vision, 

| eo pg A a U.; Prof.| “The Ambassador, N. Y.. recently 
y . | operated as a film house’ by 


| Madison: Rabbit Run theatre. 
| PENNSYLVANIA 

| Coopersburg: Summer theatre. 
| Deer Lake: Summer theatre. 


‘house; Robert Faulkender. 


|_ Milford: Summer theatre; John | 


| McCabe. 


Opens June 29. 


| Newfoundland: Haubert theatre; 


; John McCabe. 
New Wilmington: 
| College; Donald L. Barbe. 
VERMONT 
Dorset: Playhouse. 
Lyndonville: Manor 


house. 
VIRGINIA 


Bailey’s Cross Roads: Summer. author and director Joshua Logan | 


| theatre. 


| atre. 


| tre. 

| Luray: Barter players. 
Virginia Beach: 

Round. 


Ebensburg: Centre Stage Play- 


Westminster | 


Vail play- 


Charlottesville: Virginia U. the- 


Londonbridge: Summer theatre. 
| Old Point Comfort: summer thea- 


Joseph and Sam Siritzky, has re- 
verted to legit under Shubert man- 
agement ,. . . Morrie Jacobs, gen- 
{eral manager for Rodgers & Ham- 
|merstein, is vacationing in Miami 
for four weeks . 
| Say and Dorothy Stickney cancelled 
| their passage Friday (30) on the 
| Caronia to sail Saturday (1) on the 
Queen Elizabeth for a European 
vacation. Also on the latter ship 
were Tyrone Power, Jackie Coop- 
er, Russell 
| Mathews, to appear in the London 
| production of “Mister Roberts,” 
| with producer Leland Hayward, co- 





,and their wives also going on the 
same boat to attend the opening. 
| Russel Crouse has gone to his 
Summer home at = Annisquam, 
|Mass., to vacation ‘until Aug. ‘1, 


| when rehearsals start for “Call Me 


| Madame,” the musical for which 


Theatre -Go- he and Lindsay have authored the 


| book .. . Robert W. Dowling, presi- 


| Virginia Beach: Ye Beare and Ye dent of City Investing, planes Fri- 


, Cubb. 


|phitheatre; John Baird. 
| July 1. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
| Charleston: Summer 
Charles G. Peters, Jr. 
10. Runs eight weeks. 


WASHINGTON While “Wisteria Trees” lays off 
| Seattle: Cirque theatre; Gene for four weeks starting July 15,) 
i Keene, (E), | Helen Hayes will visit England and 


theatre; t 
Opens July ecutive-secretary of the American 


| day (7) to England to confer with 


Williamsburg: Lake Matoaka Am-| playwright Christopher Fry and 

Opens film producer Sir Alexander Korda. 
|. The Robert Breens (Wilva Davis) | 
have taken a cottage at Fire Island. 


for the next two weeks. He’s ex- 


| National Theatre & Academy... . 


. . Howard Lind- | 


Collins and George. 


| Legit Bits 


not previously listed here, will op- | 


Ireland with Bethel Leslie, in- 
genue of the show. . . . Raymond 
Massey has returned to his George- 
| town (Conn.) home after complet- 
‘ing two films for Warners. He'll 
| remain east for the summer, work- 
_ing on the dramatization of “Hang- 


ing Judge,” the Bruce Hamilton 


novel, which he intends to direct 
'and co-produce with Victor Sam- 


— and William Fields. ... Memo- 
| ria 


service for Jane Cowl, who 
died recently in Hollywood, will 
Monday afternoon 
(10) at the ANTA playhouse, N, Y. 
... Ferene Molnar is in the hos- 
pital with a heart ailment. ; 
Critical Digest, weekly summary 
of the N. Y. legit reviews and the- 
atrical news columns, tags the 
management of the Arena, N. Y., 
in this week’s issue for misquoting 
the “Julius -Caesar” notices. ; 
William Copeland’s new play, “The 
Broken Quiet,” will be produced by 
the Cleveland Playhouse this fall. 
K. Elmo Lowe, of the Playhouse, 
will direct... . Laurel Productions 
has postponed its scheduled presen- 
tation of “Kiss Me Later,” new 
comedy by Frederic Dann and Bob 
Fisher. 


Tone’s ‘2d Man’ 


Continued from page 48 

















ne es OE 
opening night, and the notices re- 
flected the fact. 

With business very light the first 


few days. the management was 
reportedly having trouble paying 


off the cast and staff. The actors 
are protected, as a bond is posted 
with Equity, but the Assn. of The- 
atrical Press Agents & Managers, 


which granted concession to the 
outfit, is reportedly concerned 
about the company manager's 
salary. 


Brattleboro’s Seven Weeks 
Brattleboro, Vt., July 4. 
A seven-week season in Brattle- 
boro, Vt., and Greenfield, Mass., 
with performances in the former 
spot Wednesday through Saturday 
and in the latter Monday and 


| Tuesday of the following week, has 


been announced by producer-direc- 
tor Harry L. Young. The Town 
Hall in Brattleboro and the Vic- 
toria theatre in Greenfield will be 
used. 

Curtain will be raised here Mon- 
day (12) with “The Vinegar Tree.” 
Scheduled to follow are: “Born 
Yesterday,” “Strange Bedfellows,” 
'“Two Blind Mice,” “Harvey,” “See 
How They Run,” “The Respectful 
| Prostitute” and “Ways and 
Means.” Nina Foch will star in 
“Prostitute.” 

The permanent company in- 
icludes Judson Pratt, Roberta 
Jonay, Anna Minot, Malcolm At- 
terbury, Ellen Hardies, Mary Far- 
rell, Ralph Clifford and Irl Mow- 
ery. 


U. of Houston’s Attic 
Houston, July 4. 

The U. of Houston has unveiled 
its Attic theatre located on the 
third floor of the Ezekiel Cullen 
building still under construction. 

When completed, the building 
will house a radio centre and have 
a 1,682-seat auditorium for the 
| Staging of opera and other major 
| productions. 


‘Romancers’ at K. C. U. 
Kansas City, July 4. 

| Kansas City U. is continuing its 
drama _ production through the 
summer, scheduling its next offer- 
‘ing for outdoor presentation July 
| 11-14 in the patio adjoining the 
| Playhouse. Production will be 
Edmund Rostand’s “The Romanc- 
ers,” staged by John Newfield, reg- 
ular Playhouse director. 

' Grounds crew (stagehands) will 
| transform the patio into a baroque 
| garden as setting for the three-act 
| French satire. Patio will seat 260 
'for the presentation. 


Houston’s Rival Straws 
Houston, July 4. 

Houston's summer theatre audi- 
ence found itself torn two ways 
when the city’s indoor and outdoor 
music show organizations had their 
first simultaneous openings Mon- 
day night (26) of last week. The 
competing bills were Noel Cow- 
ard’s “Bitter Sweet,” with Ethel 
Barrymore Colt and Gabor Carelli 
as stars, put on by the Summer- 
time Light Opera Co., in the air 
conditioned Music Hall, and 
“Bloomer Gir!,” with Carol Bruce 
and Dick Smart as the principals, 
staged by the new Lyric theatre 
in special quarters in the public 
school football stadium. Both pro- 
ductions were staged for one week. 

With a seating capacity of 10,- 
000, the Lyric had approximately 
, 1,700 on hand. The Music Hall, 
seating 2,213, had about 1,000 at 
_the premiere. The Lyric closed its 
first week with an average nightly 
attendance of about 2,500. 
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Gardner's ‘Early Bird’ ' 


Hy Gardner, Parade magazine 
columnist, this week launched a) 
daily column for the N. Y. Herald- | 
Tribune “Early Bird” edition. T itled 
“Early Bird on Broadway,” it 
won't interfere with Gardner's, 
weekly pieces for the Sunday mag- | 
avine supplement now appearing | 
in 32 papers. Deadline for the | 
H-T columns will be 10 a.m., with | 
ihe paper hitting the streets at 
8 p.m. that night. Like some other 
features in the “Early Bird,” it 
isn't included in later editions. 

Gardner got the assignment by 
writing dry-runs of the colpmn 
for a month and mailing proofs to 
the paper’s toppers with the note, 
Excerpts from a column which 
<hould be running in the. H-T.” 
ile date-lined some of the pieces 
Drv Run, Pa.,” latter actually be- 
ing a Pennsy town — population 
200 

Incidentally, the July 3 kickoff is 
ihe same date that Gardner 
launched his stint for the Brooklyn 
N.Y.) Eagle back*in ’38. He got 
into the columnar game initially 
as a hobby, but clicked and has 
been steadily expanding. 

‘Variety’ Muggs’ Books 

Ex-DaILy VARIETY mMuggess 
Florabel Muir has her unconven- 
jional autobiography, ‘Headline 
llappy.”’ due via Holt this October, 

VARIETY columnist Frank Scul- 
lv's book on “Behind the Flying 
Saucers” is also due via the same 
house in September. 

Harriman ‘Round Table’ 

“The Algonquin Round Table,” 
by Margaret Case Harriman, New 
Yorker profilist and daughter of 
ihe late Frank Case (who owned 
the Algonquin, N. Y.), will be pub- 
lished by Rinehart in January. 
‘Tome deals with the famed lunch- 
eon group that included Alexander 
Woolleott, Harold Ross, Robert 
Benchley, Franklin P. Adams, 
Dorothy Parker, Getbrge S. Kauf- | 
man, Edna Ferber, Peggy Wood, 
llevwood Broun, Mare Connelly, 
Helen Haves and others. 

Book will cover the wisecracks, 
gags, anecdota and practical jokes 
author remembers from the round 
table which flourished in the °20’s 
and °30's. 


Bookseller Says TV Hurts 


tobert B. Campbell. outgoing 
prez of the American Booksellers 
Assn., says TV hurts book reading. 
and that sales in some cities, as 
los Angeles for example, are 30°o 
off the early postwar vears. He 
argues that if the day comes when 
tele sets are in every home, books 
will take more of a beating. 

Campbell sees one rise in read- 
ing. That is with religious books 
und those of an inspirational char- | 
acter. He says that the more seri- 
ous non-fiction is the least affect- 
ed. since serious readers aren't 
eusily side-tracked. Furthermore, 
there is no substitute for such 
studies on the TV screen. Those 
Who read for diversion, and chil- 
dren who can see kid programs on 
the air, are more easily switched 
from opening a book after buying 
it. 





Sportswriters’ Bequest 

Sportswriters of the three St. 
Louis papers — Globe-Democrat. 
Star-Times and Post-Dispatch— 
Will share in the will of Henry W. 
‘Hank) Bieger, who was a baseball 
plicher for the Orphan Boys in the 
old Trolley League and who died | 


June 9. 
bank, 





A loeal executor of 
Bieger’s will, made public the fol- 
lowing paragraph: “! hereby give 
and bequeath the sum of $100 unto 
each of the sports staffs of the 
three St. Louis newspapers, to be 
divided equally among the persons 
who may be members of their re- 
spective staffs at the time of my 
death.” There are about 75 sports- 
\riters on the three sheets. The 
bequests will be donated to several 
boys’ organizations. 


Mexican Writine Centre 

\ new writing centre is being 
*stablished in Mexico, with head- 
“Uarters in Mexico City, where 
\vilers, beginners and profession- 
als. will live, and develop English 
“Nd Spanish cultures, with purpose 
of learning the Latin-American 
point-of-view. Project is headed 
by Margaret Shedd, and with her 
“ill be Jose Goas, foemerly of the 
(. of Madrid, Robert H. Barlow 
«nd Alan Lomax, noted folklorist. 

’essions will continue from 
— on, in two series, until Dec. 
pe Tuition is $100 per session 
ynd arrangements for room and 
veard will run from $40 to $50 a 
month. Sponsor is Mexico City 
p ollege. It has no dormitories, 
thy the faculty will aid this work 
: every way. which will include, | 
‘1 only writing, but research in 


such fields as Mexican folklore, 
painting, history and_ sociology, 
with special courses in translation. 


Hall’s New Disk Book Due 

“Records-1950 Edition,” by David 
Hall, Mercury Records’ classical 
musical director, is scheduled for 
Aug. 21 publication by Alfred A. 
Knopf. Book will cover practically 
all classical music recorded during 
the past three years, both in the 
U.S. and abroad Coverage of 
American platters is reported com- 
plete, with about 85° of the for- 
eign output accounted for. Com- 
pilation runs over 550 pages and 
will sell for $5. 

Hall also wrote ‘“‘Record Book- 
International Edition,” published 
in 1948 by Oliver Durrell, Inc., and 
“Record Book,” published in 1940 
by Smith and Durrell. 





Religious Books’ Big Sales 

Revival of religious interest is 
skyrocketing sales of spiritual 
books. Sales for Fulton Oursler’s 
“Greatest Story Ever Told’ have 
hit 760,000, according to Ralph 
Beebe, head of Doubleday’s special 
projects division, with 280,000 soid 
in the trade edition and the rest 
through book clubs. An illustrated 
edition will be brought out in Oc- 
tober 

Father James Keller’s “Three 
Minutes a Day” has sold 103,000 
copies and his new tome, “One 
Moment, Please,” is skedded for 
Oct. 5 publication. Religious books 
of other publishers, such as 
Thomas Merton’s “Seven Story 
Mountain,” are also holding up. 


Sherwood’s Bantam Experiment 
Bantam Books will publish Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood’s “Roosevelt and 
Hopkins” in two 35e. Bantam Giant 
volumes in September. 
Experimental facet of the deal is 


that Harper & Bros. decided to. 
| permit sale of the lowcost edition 


of a book still enjoying strong sale 
in the higher priced editions. It’s 
figured the reprint can cause word 
ot mouth plugs for the more ex- 
pensive copies. Orders for the re- 
print volumes will not be filled 
after Jan. 31, 1951. 


CHATTER 

Allen Ecker, who does Press for 
Time, resigning to study law. 

Jules Archer sold radio rights to 
his “T'wo Came Back” to CBS for 
“Escape.” 

Peter Martin, freelance maga- 
zine shutterbug, has launched a 
quarterly mag, “Photography 
Workshop.” 

Marv Ellis Peltz’s story of the 
Met. Opera, “Behind the Gold Cur- 
tains,’ due from Farrar, Straus 
in November. 

Renny McEvoy, who writes the 
Dixie Dugan comic strip. makes 
his picture debut in “Fourteen 
Hours” at 20th. 

Lippincott Co. and Seventeen 
magazine will co-sponsor a novel 
contest for young people, with $2.- 
500 as first prize. Closing date is 
March, 1951. 

Gilbert Seldes, who penned 
“The Seven Lively Arts,” will have 
his “The Great Audience.” deal- 
ing with radio, TV and films, off 
the Viking presses Oct. 16. 

Adolphe Roberts to Havana to 
receive a medal from the govern- 
ment for helping international re- 
lations with his books, and to lee- 
ture at the local university. 

Bob Svyivester profiled Joe Frisco 
for next month’s Argosy but the 
shooting of the picture layout was 
delayed when “The Senator” 
showed up with a black eve. Fell, 
he said. 

Frank Whitbeck, ad manager of 
the Metro studios, appears in the 
July Reader's Digest with an ar- 
ticle, “I Love Elephants.” Whitbeck 
owns three pachyderms bought 
from Metro and farmed out to 
various circuses. 

Skip Scully. son of VARIETY 
mugg Frank Scully, junketing on 
a six-countrvy. tour of western 
Europe. Scully is travelling from 
England to Belgium, Holland, Ger- 
many, Denmark, Sweden and Nor- 
wav, all in four davs and on $60. 

Current Cosmopolitan is loaded 


‘with show biz stuff: stories on disk 


jockey Jack Eigen and Universal 
Films’ Bob Goldstein, and byline 
piece by Ethel Merman on why 
she hates the suburbs. Incidentally 
Maurice Zolotow is doing a pro- 
file on her for the same mag in a 
later issue. 

Martin Rackin’s script of “Three 
Secrets” will be serialized in two 
parts in Good Housekeeping. Mag 
lined up deal for fictionizing script 
with Margaret Lee Rumbeck. Pic- 
ture will be ready for late fall re- 
lease and Good Housekeeping will 
publish the serialization at about 
the same time, 








Baby-Sitter | 
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eral hundred thousands of dollars. 
With its new look, the Broadway’s 
business took a sudden dive with- 
out any apparent explanation for 
the drop. 


Committee of One 


Following the biz dip, Miss Lupo 
took it on herself to visit 1,500 
families in the neighborhood as a 
cémmittee of one. Doorbell cam- 
paign has been carried on so far 
by her to the extent of 300 fami- 
lies in a nearby development. The 
vis-a-vis quizzing has disclosed the 
swaddling problem as the chief 
deterrent on film attendance. 


Loew’s would like to see a vast 
growth in baby-sitter clubs be- 
cause of their cooperative nature, 
which gives the parents more 
leisure evening time without the 
expenditure of coin on sitters. Un- 
der the club idea, neighbors band 
together to watch each others’ 
babies on set schedules as a mat- 
ter of reciprocity. 

Century’s idea is to spread the 
practice by circularizing neighbor- 
hoods in a drive to popularize club 
formations. Loew’s is thinking 
along two lines. One way would 
be to advertise in local sheets to 
get the idea across. Loew’s flack- 
ery would also be put to work to 
plant the baby-sitter elub format 
in columns and newspaper articles. 

Impressed with the results to 
date of Miss Lupo’s door-to-door 
hegira, Loew’s is also toying with 
the idea of hiring a crew of can- 
vassers to carry on the work. 
However, circuit management feels 
that the personal touch of a nabe 
theatre manager is more effective 
in getting people to talk freely. 
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further, all footage shot in Korea 
by the Army will be pooled among 
the five newsreel companies. 
Moreover, the reels will not be re- 
quired to pay for any of the foot- 
age so long as they are supplied 
by Signal Corps cameramen. How- 
ever, if any of the companies send 
in their own men in Army uniform, 
as correspondent, they will be ex- 
pected to foot salaries and ex- 
penses. 
No Material Dearth 

MacArthur's decision clears up a 
ticklish situation which had been 
worrying newsreel execs. They 
had expected te send in one man, 
A Zenier, Warner-Pathe camera- 
man stationed in Japan. It was a 
tossup, however, as to how close 
to the shooting a civilian could go. 
With a flock of Signal Corps cam- 
eramen on the scene, no dearth ot 
material is likelv. 

Republic got the jump on all pix 
companies last week by releasing 
an eight-minute short on the Kor- 
ean war less than 48 hours after 
the news broke. Since Rep has 
,no newsreel company of its own. 
industry circles: were considerably 
mystified as to how the distrib got 
its hands on the pix in such short 
order. Rep is using 1,500 prints 
for rapid distribution and stands 
to do big business with the briefie. 

It has now been learned that 
Rep bought the footage from Tele- 
news, indie newsreel outfit. Tele- 
news had shot both background 
material and maneuvers of Korean 
troops during the past few years. 
Company has also sold material to 
TV stations in the past week, but 
it is not known whether the same 
sequences were used for both thea- 
tres and video. 


| TV Costs Soar 
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ical facets ‘cameras, sets, makeup. 
lighting, etc.) represent the major 
drain in siphoning off the profit 
level. 

The inroads of TV on radio pro- 
gramming are reflected on other 
fronts. The answer lies in CBS’ 
vain efforts to peddle Amos ‘n’ 
Andy at the $23,500 asking price. 
Radio sponsors today aren't inter- 
ested in shelling out that kind of 
coin. NBC is finding the going 
rough in trying to latch on to a 
sponsor for the high-budgeted Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye show. Ditto CBS 
with Burns & Allen. And even 
though NBC wrapped up a client 
(Pet Milk) for Fibber & Molly, it’s 
understood that the new bankroll- 
‘er is not paying anywhere near the 
| original $21,000 asking price. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Mad Creek, Tenn., July 1. 


If you are beginning to feel”that the wave of madness which has 
swept over America ever since Hollywood discovered that a couch 
could be used for other things besides thinking out a dead spot in a 
situation comedy, take a peek at the Psychiatric Quarterly. Published 
in New York, its editors.are even reviewing “Your Opportunity In 
Motion Pictures, Television and Radio,” a symposium sheafed together 
by Charles Reed Jones. 

The only possible connection between these two is that Jones himself 
escaped going batty by resigning some years ago as chief of publicity 
and advertising of Republic Pictures. That psychiatrists would be so 
balmy as to ignore this terrifying warning is proof that madmen have 
no normal fears. For them to believe they could improve their couch 
consultations by studying how Betty Grable sang in Ted Fio Rito’s ear, 
or that they could learn how to tap a patient’s stream of consciousness 
by studying how Alan Ladd slugs a gangster into confessing how many 
other hoods are in on the double-cross, or that they could find how to 
get a fat fee painlessly by observing Frank Sinatra parlay a wisp of a 
voice into a $1,000,000 biz—all this eludes me. 

I could see, of course, how they could learn about children from the 
way Doris Dudley handled Butch Jenkins. I could also see that Dave 
Epstein’s brochure on public relations might help psychiatrists hell- 
bent on becoming producers. But in the main I don’t see how they 
could do anything but split their personalities as wide open as their 
patients. There’s a psychiatric term for this sort of doodling. It’s 
called “wanderlust’” and you'll find it under W in Scully’s Psychiatric 
Word Book of Hollywood: 

W. FACTOR—This is the ‘will-factor’ which used to determine 
success in certain lines of activity. In the 30's it was a code word for 
the “Hays office factor’ in picture production. Independent producers 
lacking the w-factor found success so difficult to attain that many took 
to Federal Theatre projects. 

WAGNER JAUREGG—Austrian psychiatrist who won a Nobel prize. 
First to suggest that producers be injected with quinine in the hours 
between a preview and the morning papers so as to stop their quakes. 

WAKANDA—Sioux term for an all-pervading -supreme power. In 
Hollywood it is referred to as the boxoffice. 

WAKEFULNESS—Insomnia of short duration. 
wake up the moment a film stops running. 

W ANDERLUST—An uncontrollable impulse to wander about. Sub- 
limation of characters in drawing room dramas who feel that the lack 
of action is killing them. Psychiatrists who want to get into some 
other line of business, such as the picture business. 

WAR NEUROSIS—A mistaken theory that there is a difference be- 
tween neuroses of peace and of war. Previously calied shell-shock and 
more common in World War II among civilians because they were 
subjected to the heaviest bombardment. Any severe nervous disturb- 
ance which causes a commotional organic lesion in the brain can be 
called war neurosis. In Hollywood, the term applies to producers who 
didn’t get their bellyful in actual combat and keep regurgitating war 
pictures which glorify the most hideous of man’s activities. 

WASSERMAN FAST—Characters who rush to the doctor to get a 
test within minutes of their folly. Actually, it is a eondition showing 
a positive reaction after repeated courses of treatment. 

WASTING PALSEY—Progressive muscular atrophy common to 4F’s 
who sit out all wars and then attempt to play heroic roles in make- 
believe battles. 

WATERFALL ILLUSION—An illusion of motion in which a steady, 
visual fixation on a waterfall causes the illusion that the surrounding 
scenery when looked at is moving upward. Explanation as to why, 
after a wife has looked for an hour at her husband at table, Mickey 
Rooney on television seems to grow in stature. 

WAVE-LENGTH—tThe distance between two adjacent crests. In 
Hollywood, the wave-length is determined by whether the bob is page- 
boy or snood. 

WAVE OF EXCITATION—Electro-chemical change through living 
tissue. Sometimes felt by visitors to motion picture sets who sit down 
on a live wire in the darkness. 

WEANING—The dissolving of a transference situation, the end phases 
of a psychoanalysis. Common to a Hollywood star about six months 
before her favorite columnist announces her divorce. 

WEBER'S LAW—tThe formulation of the relation between changes 
in intensity and perception. The source of more breakdowns among 
producers and musical directors who have gone crazy at being denied 
the right to steal even their own recorded compositions. 

WEBER’S SYNDROME—Palsey of the third nerve on one side, with 
hemiplegia on the opposite side. Common to masters of ceremonies. 

WEDENSKY EFFECT—Princjple that with a nerve muscle prepara- 
tion the rate of twitches can be increased till followed by a single con- 
traction and complete relaxation. Common to aetors who on being 
overworked resort to deadpan and are hailed thereafter for their under- 
acting. 

WEIR MITCHELL’S TREATMENT—Old method of treating hysteria 
by piling on over-feeding, massage and electric currents. Adapted to 
pictures by script doctors. Has helped in remakes. 

WEISMANISM—Evolutionary theory of August Weismann who de- 
nied inheritance of acquired characteristics, and advanced a theory of 
continuity of the germ plasm through successive generations. Advo- 
cated by the Barrymore dynasty to keep out newcomers who had 
acquired their characteristics. 

WELL-BEING—A condition of general good health, youth and pros- 
perity which can be simulated very well by the makeup department 

WET BRAIN—A condition which shows up on autopsy by an increase 
in the amount of cerebro-spinal fluids. Common to actors who have 
plaved in too many pictures with Esther Williams, Johnny Weismuller 
and Buster Crabbe. : 

WETNESS SENSATION—Sensation aroused by the application of 
cold pressure to the individual's skin. Most frequently experienced by 
Laurence Tierney in the hands of the cops and on his way to the cooler. 

WHEEL MOVEMENT—In psychiatry this applies to the rotation of 
the eveballs, as feigned by Eddie Cantor. Common also to picture- 
goers who every time they see a covered wagon start out on the run, 
are certain the wheels are moving backward. 

WILL—Though considered by most psychiatrists to be associated 
with courage, in Hollywood the -word is most commonly thought of 
as a literary device for keeping sick plots from dying. 

WILL-TEMEPERAMENT TEST—Test devised to establish qualita- 
tive differences in temperament. The tests are for speed of reaction, 
decisiveness, carefulness and resistance to opposition. Used by pro- 
ducers, especially on starlets, and if the “resistance to opposition” runs 
80 or over, one more starlet is added to the unemployed. 

WINK REFLEX—Closure of the evelid caused either by the drying 
of the cornea or the sight by a football hero of a girl in the 85th row 
of a stadium of 100,000 people. Collateral to the love-reflex, indicating 
that though the rest of the 100,000 people may be at sea, these two 
understand each other and have a code of winks, which the cameras 
invariably catch in two long closeups. 

WISH FULFILLMENT—The striving of the mind for relief from 
psychie tension. The day-dreams of weak minds on which the whole 
picture business depends. 

WRITING TREMOR—Shaky movements common in hangovers w hen 
a pen, pencil, typewriter and even a dictaphone seem to quiver as if 
from paralysis agitans or multiple scleroses. If throwing a glass of 
alka-seltzer into the typewriter doesn't quiet the machine, the malady 
,is really serious. 
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hi f “Parisienne” under Sam Wana- 
Broadway ere Cohen ae tse Coen, : London maker’s direction. Show has ‘a2 Hollywood 
Comedian Buddy Lester in town! Henry T. Murdock, Robin Hood| yew Grade to Copenhagen,| Prepping past fortnight in N. Y.| sollywood Park opened to a near 


for TV spots. 

Allen (RCA Victor) Kayes to 
Wisconsin on a three-week fishing 
vacation. 


Vet agent Billy Jackson suffered 
relapse and critically ill at his 
home in Brooklyn. 


Latin Quarter boniface Lou Wal- 
ters negotiating to do legit musi- 
cal this fall. 

Jack Gregson off to Hollywood | 
to audition new radio-TV idea out | 
there; due back in a fortnight. 

Aaron Frosch, theatrical attor- 
ney, shoved off for Mexico City 
this week on a proposed film deal. 

Joseph Mankiewicz, 20th-Fox 
writer-director, off to Europe last 
week on the Caronia for a month’s | 
vacation. 

Ken Murray, who resumes his 
CBS-TV series Oct. 7, has set Mills 
Bros., Lew Ayres and Van Heflin | 
for guest shots. 

Anatole Chujoy sailed to Europe 
Friday (30) to cover debut of the 
N. Y. City Ballet Co. at Covent 
Garden next week. 

Bill Bertolotti, cafe owner, may | 
shortly take off for Rome; comedi- | 
an Jack Pearl wants him to ac-, 
company him there. 

Joey Adams to emcee the July | 
11 Charleston night event at Le | 
Coq Rouge, new Tuesday night} 
click event at that club. 

Fredric March turns sports com- | 
mentator July 28 over NBC when | 
he pinch hits on the Colgate airer | 
for then-vacationing Bill Stern. 





Dell press agent, resigned to join 
feature staff of Philadelphia ~ in- 
uirer. Adelphia Associates will do 
dacking for music series. 


Cosmopolitan Opera Co., which | 


wound up the season with a $16,- 
000 deficit, decided to launch a 
fund-raising campaign. One phase 
of drive will be a benefit at Robin 
Hood Dell if park commission 
okays. 

Romeo Cella v.p. of Local 77, 
AFM, dispatched to Wildwood and 
South Jersey points to look over 
cri 
move 


guarantee “vf a full season’s work, 


'but most of night spots there only | 


want to hire on week-to-week basis. 


Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 

Danny Kaye drawing top crowds 
as he started June 2 on Steel Pier. 
Myron Cohen and Susan Miller 
head vaudeville show due in Fri- 
day (7). 

Atlantic City Festival Orchestra 


concluded its spring season before | 


2,000 on the walk at Convention 
hall Friday night (30). Concerts 
will be resumed in fall. 

Resort disk jockeys gave Dolph 
Traymon welcome as he started 


at Senator’s Sun and Star roof. | 


Crowd included Ed Davis, Fred 


Hagerty and Herbie Schlosser of | 


WFPG; Bob Brown, Karl Whitting- 


ton, Al Owens and Mildred Free- | 


land of WMID, and Bob Leech and 


Henry Lascoe and Jack Warden Bern Penrose of WBAB. 


—F cast of “The Man With My, 
ace,” Puerto Rico  locationer | 
which Ed Gardner is producing. 

Saul E. Rogers, veepee and gen- 
eral counsel for the old Fox Film 
Corp., new attorney for Junior | 
Americans of the U. S., replacing | 
Arthur Dunn. 

Gregor Rabinovitch, producer of 
several operatic films for Colum-| 
bia release, cancelled his booking 
on the Queen Elizabeth, which | 
sailed Saturday (1). 

Gene Kelly, Leslie Caron and di- | 
rector Vincente Minnelli leaving | 


for Paris early in September to| aging the spot, as well as provid-| from Reserve Officers’ 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 


Clover Club may be ready for 
reopening within two weeks, ac- 
cording to Jack Goldman. Spot will 
seat 400 when finished. 

Mother Kelly’s did okay on first 
weekend of summer run. Charlie 
Carlisle heads up show which is 
mixture of strip and straight. 

Tommy (Moe) Raft held over 


again at Club 22, and is now man- 


tical situation. Musicians can’t | 
to seashore without some | 


Stockholm and Hamburg. 

Senor Carlos is booked with the 
, Norman Evans show “Good Evans” 
|for tour of 26 weeks. 

Jack Powell in London after 15 
years, on the way to China theatre, 
Stockholm, where booked for July. 

The Piddingtons off to South 
Africa for six weeks with option 
for six more; open late in October. 

Ernest M. Rawley, general man- 
ager of Royal Alexandra theatre, 
Toronto, in London scouting legit 
and vaude. ; 

New Harry Watt film for Sir 





'is being made in association with 


the Schlesinger group in South 
Africa. 

The day before “They Got What 
| They Wanted” starts a try-out run 


lat Embassy theatre on July 18,| 





Michael Balcon, “No Vultures Fly,” | 


| 
| 
} 


| 


| Associated British started filming 


this Irish play at Elstree. 
Hyman Zahl back from Amer- 
ica to stage his summer programs 


which include the Norman Evans | 


road show; the Deep River Boys 
and Nicholas Bros. vaude unit, and 
his Isle of Man shows. 

John and Rene Arnaut to South 


} 


Playhouse Corp. ~has_ entered 
highest bid for adjacent Recrea- 
tion Center buildings. Plan to 
transform them into lodgings -for 
thesps next season. Proceeds to go 
toward building new gym-audito- 
rium for New Hope. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 


“Manhandled,” in English, is at| 
the Fiametta. 

Mistinguette is heading a revue 
at the Brancaccio theatre. 

Andre Kostelanetz will direct a} 
radio program on the Italian RAI, | 
with a 25-minute version of music | 
from “Porgy and Bess.” 

Alexander Korda in town hud- 
dling with Roberto Rossellini. 

Earl Blackwell, of Celebrity 
Service, off to Capri and Amalfi. 





record crowd. 
Screen Writers Guild moved to 
new offices on Sunset Strip. 
Andre DeToth and _ Veronica: 
Lake planed back from Mexico. 


Cole Porter in town to eye tal- 
ent for his “Out of This World” 
legiter. 

Buddy Rogers vacationing here 
before returning to N. Y. for his 
teleshow. 

Walter Wanger folded his Bev- 
hills office and will work out of 
his home. 

All-Year Club reported that 
tourists left $24,000,000 in town 
during May. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen 
to Houston for appearance at the 
Shamrock hotel. 

Mrs. Henry Miller, wife of GAC 
coast chief, exited St. John’s hos- 





Keyboard Night Club folded be- 
cause of hot weather; will reopen | 
in fall. 

Myrna Loy arrived in Rome}! 
from the UNESCO meetings in| 
Florence. 

“A Day in Lisbon,” with Made-| 
leine Carroll at the Acroboleno, | 


| Africa where booked for eight} being an English. 


| weeks, opening July 17 at Johan- 


| nesburg; return to England to play | “Shoe Shine,” is directing “Sam- 
return date at the Empire, and/| bo” at Scalera Films. 


also for Moss Empires and Stoll 
circuits. 


sion from Chappell’s to include 
‘What More Is There to Say,” one 
|of song hits in the Adelphi musi- 
|eal, “Golden City,” in her reper- 
| toire when she returns to America. 

Ethel Smith booked for two 
weeks at the Palladium on bill 
| topped by Britisher Donald Peers. 
| a 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Statler Hotel’s Embassy Room 
and Mayflower’s Lounge shutter- 
ing soon for redecorating. 

Broderick Crawford, here for 
shooting for “Born Yesterday,” 
| awarded special citation of merit 





shoot locale sequences on Metro’s| ing comedy for burlesk type of re- | his work on behalf of group. 


“An American in Paris.” | 

Benito Collada, El Chico boni- | 
face, booking the fashionable Can- | 
dado Beach hotel, Puerto Rico, | 


vue on tap. 


| Metro shcoting crew, headed by 


| 
| 


Hildegarde has obtained permis- | der’s “Three Steps North,” off for | 


1 





Assn. for)* 


| 
| 


Ned Schuyler set for vacation at | director John Sturges, star Louis | 


Harry Richman’s Nevada ranch 
after his Five O’Clock Club re- 


|Calhern and _ supporting player 


Eduard Franz, in town for a week | 2 


which leans to Yank acts, along) opens June 8. Martha Raye, Ben|0f background shooting for ‘Mag- 


with the native Latin talent. 

The Arnold (Jean Postley) Bern- | 
steins’ 10th anniversary. He’s law- | 
partnered with Julian T. Abeles, | 
and son of the late Loew’s, Inc., | 
veepee-treasurer David Bernstein. | 

Lou Wilson, ex-William Morris | 
agency, is production executive | 
with Prince Littler and not Emile | 
Littler, who is on the theatre book- | 
ing end. Here on month's vaca- | 
tion. 

Al Trahan (with Christine Gar- 
den) was in and out of Mike Todd’s 
“Peep Show” during its Philly 
break-in but couldn’t jell with the 
rest of the routining. Trahan 
prepping TV spots. 

Robert Montgomery, star of 
Eagle Lion Classics’ “Eye Wit- 
ness,” due in tomorrow (Thurs.) 
after attending the Congress for) 
Cultural Freedom in Berlin as a 
U.S. State Dept. rep. 

Ellin (Mrs. Irving) Berlin flies to | 
Ireland with her two youngest 
daughters July 13 and thence to 
the south of France later in the 
summer, while the songsmith is 


Yost’s Vikings and Al Norman com- 
prise show. 

The July 4 weekend saw the ho- 
tels go strong on entertainment 
for their cafe-lounges with Joan 
Edwards at the Sans Souci, Dean 
Murphy at the Saxony, Milt Ross 
and a revue at the Martinique, 
Larry Daniels at the Delmonico, 
Nino Yacovino and Patsy Shaw at 
the Sherry Frontenac. 





Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 


Mr. and Mrs. Lee Shubert at 


Orsatti and wife. 


Connie Bennett and husband at | put together open air show due t 
the Hotel du Cap before returning | open here soon. 
L 


to Wiesbaden by car. 
Elizabeth Taylor 


Eden Roc. 





working on “Call Me Madam.” 
Television thesper Tod Andrews 
in Cleveland for lead 
man’s “The Second Man.” 
on his role in Ida Lupino-Collier 
Young RKO release, “Outrage.” 


Paul Dudley: accompanied Frank |}.at the Majestic in Cannes, fresh 


Sinatra by air to London for lat- 


the Carlton in Cannes. Ditto Vic | London. 


|nificent Yankee.” 

| Localite Barbara Cole, 22-year- 
| old vet of Broadway cast of ‘‘Okla- 
| homa!”” named dance director for 
“Faith of Our Fathers,’ Paul 
Green Sesquicentennial musical 
drama due for late July. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 


cast, off to Italy. 





| town on wa 


| Borrah Minevitch asked to hel 
0 


ee Marko now avpearing 


(Mrs. Hilton); Orson Welles’ “Unthinking Lob- 
and Nick Hilton living at the Carl-| ster” as the Hollywood radio gab-| ton home after two months in Eu- 
ton, but spending their days at ber. 

| Restaurants in Bois de Boulogne’ Columbia Artists Management. 
The Korda brothers, both here doing such lush biz during heat 
on two-day trips, Sir Alexander at | wave that one has .to book tables 


the Hotel du Cap in Antibes, Vin- | in advance. 


in Nice. 


from their date at Paris’ Lido 


cent at Monte Carlo’s Hotel de | 
2 r | Paris, 
( in Circle| Ex-King Michael of Rumania, his | “Magic Face,” 
theatre production of S. N. Behr- habitual Villefranche villa now oc- | in Austria. 

_. Due | cupied by Princess Fatima and her | . 
back in two weeks for expitation | husband, forced to stay at the Ruhl| Toll’s, first American vauder to | Gg 


which he’ll 


Pp 


Diana Adrian, currently at Car- 


| 





Connie (Mrs. John) Wildberg in| Godowsky_ entertaining for 
y back from Riviera to| Richard Rodgers just back from | n | 
| French original. 


| 
| 
| 


Irving Reis off to Vienna after 
|setting Julie Wilson for a role in 


film | land in “Harvey,’ 
comedy. 


| 
| 


| have her “midriff” discussed in the 
| Ruth Harrison and Alex Fisher | British House of Lords. 


ter’s fortnight at the Palladium,| After a brief look at Italy, they Bucks County, Pa. 


succeeding Jack Benny as head- 
liner. Dudley is Sinatra’s radio 
producer; his wife, Joy Hodges, re- 
mained in Hollywood. Sinatra’s GI 
shows in Germany cancelled be- 
cause of the Korean situation. 
Hildegarde’s sailing back from 
London, to start her strawhat 
bookings prior to the concert tour 
laid out for her by Anna Sosenko, 
stalled 10 days because the Savoy 
Hotel (grill) held her over another 
week, making it a fourth stanza. 


at 1,000 pounds per week, plus a General Films) named to Council | W 


suite of five rooms (including 
ianist Salvatore Gioe and secre- 
ry Charlie Kleibacker.) 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


sail on July 6. 


Ireland 
By Maxwell Sweeney 
Abbey theatre shuttered for 


| month's vacation. Dublin Ol 
‘closed for three weeks. 


recent illness. 


down to o.o, Music Circus. 





June. 


Phyllis Perlman recovered from 
Lucia Chase and Milton Shubert 


“Song of Norway” set all-time 
record for Music Circus last week 
ympia | 1n : : : a" 

| Sara Enright, Shirley Rich, Wil- 


| Editorial Film Productions unit | lard Swire and Ed Jerome in for 


Shall Aid is working in Ireland. 


of Irish Advertising-Press Club. 


, Switzerland to gander new vaude | 


acts. 


| here to make short on how Mar-| the weekend. 


| Helmut Dantine added to cast 
} Peter D. Rackow (Cinema and of “Parisienne,” which preems next 


eek at Playhouse. 


John and Marian Byram spent 
Lorean Bourke, Dublin Olympia ,the holiday weekend with Theron 
boss, planing to Spain, France and | and Phyllis Bamberger. 


Selena Royle and Georges Rena- 


|vant is to see ‘Velvet Glove” at 


“The Red Danube” preemed in| Bucks County playhouse. 
|Dublin as a benefit for Friends | 


Paola Tamburella, producer of 


John Fostini and Adam Gen- 
nette signed for roles in Lee Wil- 


the Amalfi location. 


San Francisco 
By Ted Friend 


Nevada Biltmore operation taken 
over by Jim Lloyd, Reno and Fres- | 
no hotel man. 

Horace Heidt to head Call-Bul- | 
letin Welfare Fund benefit at Audi- 
torium July 30. 

Kathryn Kerry, former radio 
commentator, authoring restaurant 
and recipe tome. 

Kay Bryan, currently at Reno’s 
Golden hotel, penciled in for Au- | 
gust 10 opening at 365 Club. 

Carol Irwin in to. supervise | 
hooting of Frisco pix to be used | 
as background for her “Mama” 
TV show. 

Lloyd Katz, former Eagle Lion 
San Francisco branch manager, is | 
w buyer-booker for North Coast | 
Theatres. Norman Newman, who}! 
formerly handled circuit’s buying | 
in local area, will concentrate on 
homeoffice activities. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Fredric March ad Florence Eld- 
ridge at their farm. 
Shirlee Weingarten of Theatre| 
Guild here for weekend. 
Roberta Jonay, Clifford Odets | 
and John Conte in to see ‘‘Angel in | 





Ss 


Illya Lopert, broken hand still in| the Streets.” 


Leopold and Frances (Gershwin) 
the 


Europe. 

Alan Nugent Bunce, grandson of 
the late J. C. Nugent, getting his 
first theatrical experience, at Mel- 


in | ody Fair. 


Andre Mertens back at his Wes- 


rope interviewing new artists for 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Leslie Henson skedded for Scot- 
’ Broadway legit 


Emlyn Williams to appear in 
asgow in own play “Accolade” 
this summer. 

Evelyn Laye and hubby Frank 
Lawton due at Glasgow Royal July 
10 in “September Tide.” 


Edith Evans and Cecil Parker, set 
for Glasgow Aug. 7, pre-Broadway. 

Alec Finlay, Scot comic, opened 
summer stint at Gourock, Clyde 
coast resort. He plays in U. S. and 
Canada this fall. 

Freddie Sales, 29-year-old Eng- 
lish comic, replacing Scot comedian 
Dave Willis in Glasgow strawhat 
season. Willis, ordered by medi- 
cos to take things easy at 55, talks 
of .retiring and going into hotel 


business. 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
LeRoi Operti stopped here for a 





Jack Schlissel, company mana- 


|of the Hebrew University, Jeru- ger at Playhouse, checked out Sun- 


Palumbo’s closed for the sum-’ salem. 


mer. 

Helen Forrest into the Click this 
week. 

Bob Wilbur and his band at Ren- 
dezvous. 


Sid Gathrid is 
show featuring comic 
Shaughnessy. 


The Celebrity Room and Em- 
bassy Club dispensed with floor 
shows for summer. 


| Nigel Fitzgerald inked for new | 


James Bridie play, 


pees 


_ Clifford Hoops, ECA Informa- | 
readying TV tion officer, here from Washing-| playhouse 


'for Irish airing. 


Peter Rose, formerly producer | 
for transcription | 


and batoneer 


day (2), to visit friends in Scranton. 


Johnny Francis reopening 


| trade. 


production of 


Carter Blake will direct the 
“June 
Mickey ton to set series of taped programs | Moon,” with Harold J. Stone play- 


g the piano-pounder and Conrad 


Janis as juvenile. 
Faye Emerson 


and Francis 


WS | shows in England, named musical Lederer due in for dress rehear- 
Ciro’s nitery celebrated its first! director of Dublin Theatre Royal.|sals Sun. (9) at New Hope of 


visit en route to Houston for nine- 
|; week summer stock season. 

| Bill Putch, who will head Play- 
/house School next year, spending 


al summer acting at White Barn. 
“The Queen’s | fresco Cinema 16 in New Hope | : 


Comedy” at Edinburgh Festival in| after nippy June weather k.o.’d| Maurice Spitalny’s concertmaster, 


Frank Apters, vetmusician and 


celebrated silver wedding anni. 

Michael Marlow, WWSW an- 
nouncer, on two weeks of active 
duty training with his Air Force 
unit at Memphis. 

Ginny Reed, formed head of 
publicity for KQV, home after year 
in Paris doing public relations for 
‘mercantile house, 





| Volkstheatre after successful Ger- 


“Daphne Laureola,” with Dame | 


ital after minor surgery. 

Celeste Holm was honor guest, at 
luncheon session of Advertising 
Assn. of West’s convention. 

Sol Halperin, head of 20th-Fox 
camera department and film lab, 
starting 34th year with company. 

Ann Dvorak, recovered from 
hand burns, is back in Metro’s 
“Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. Malone” 
after four-day layoff. 

Harold Lloyd, who retired as Im- 
perial Potentate of the Shrine last 
week after a year of intensive 
traveling, to Canadian Rockies on 
vacation. 

Prop man Art Camp, who went 
to work in film industry in 1918 
on Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 
Pickford pix, started his 33d year 
at Paramount. 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maas 


Ljuba Welitsch recovering from 
appendectomy. 

Yehudi Menuhin playing and 
conducting during Bach Festival. 

Ludwig Gruber, composer, 
awarded honorary ring of City of 
Vienna. 

“Born Yesterday” closed after 
three weeks in Communist Neues 
theatre in der Scala. 

French film star Danielle Dar- 
rieux working here on Schoen- 
brunn-Lux (Rome) film, “Toselli 
Serenade.” 

Friedrich Gulda, best-known 
young Austrian pianist, signed for 
October concert at Carnegie Hall, 
and later a tour in U. S. 

Viennese actor-playwright-direc- 
tor Theo Lingen has completed 
film scenario for Austrian produc- 
tion called “The Fourth Man.” 

“The Hasty Heart,” by John Pat- 
rick, being considered by Vienna’s 


man-language preem in the prove 
ince at Graz. 

Latest Sacha Guitry play being 
translated into German from an 
English adaptation. Guitry likes 
the English version better than his 


India 


By N. V. Eswar 


Ceylon Theatres’ Regal Cinema 
in Columbo was destroyed by fire. 

Indian government’s’ Central 
Censor Board is expected to be 
set up within the next few months. 

“May Day Parade,” Russian- 
made, banned by the Madras gov- 
,ernment. Pic was okayed by the 
| Bombay Board. 

Universal’s “Bagdad” did capac- 
ity business in three weeks at 
| South India’s only air-conditioned 
| theatre, the Minerva, in Madras. 
| Radio Ceylon is making arrange- 
/ments to air commercial programs. 
| Radio Goa, India’s only commer- 
cial radio, is functioning in Goa 
on the west coast. 

RKO’s “Joan of Arc” was re- 
vived for one week in Eros, Bom- 
bay. “Savage Splendor,” also 
RKO pic, drew okay returns in two 
weeks at Bombay’s New Empire. 

Eagle Lion’s Tamil version of J. 
| Arthur Rank’s “Blue Lagoon” 
| played three weeks at Madras’ Ca- 
| Sino theatre to lukewarm recep- 
|tion. It also ran for two weeks at 
| Madras’ Maharani Talkies. 








Minneapolis 


Prom Ballroom had Les Brown 
for one-nighter. 

Jack Owens into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room for return date. 

Annual pop concerts at St. Paul 
Auditorium start July 12; continue 
through Sept. 12. 

Roller Derby set for Auditorium 
by Harry Hirsch and Tony Stecher 
for 15th successive year. 

Dorothy Lewis ice show with 
Joe Jackson, Jr., going into fourth 
week at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 
Terrace. 

Ted Bolnick, Bennie Berger cir- 
cuit general manager and Berger’s 
associate, taking indefinite absence 
leave because of ill health. 
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Schacht Tour from Dixie 


—immmen, Continued from page 1 











sheet in a cardboard frame. One 
/of their beauties is that they are 
‘cheap enough to allow the. cus- 
tomer to walk out with them and 
that by turning the frames inside 


——ieelie out he has a good pair of regular 


hotels and restaurants that served weeks you kinda cut up touches sun glasses. 


good food, busy main streets, big | 
fine department stores, beautiful 
theatres (with so-so pictures) and a_ 
jot of hep people who know what 
it's all about. Of course, here and 
there you find some tiny pix houses | 
from 1909, and a few bum hotels 
and restaurants, but they are in 
the minority. The south has come 
a long way since the First World 
War! 
\nd I learned about a new kind 
1 show biz. Not exactly new be- 
use Al Schacht has been doing 
is baseball clowning since 1914. He 
the pioneer of traveling 
hrough all the leagues to put on 
act as a single attraction at 
| parks. Now there are a dozen 
more doing their acts in ball 
ks. many of them even copying 
,|'s makeup of the old high hat 
and full dress coat, and also doing 
his stunts (it’s just like 
showbiz). It's a hard racket. You 
can't lay out a good “route” be- 
cause the home teams may be visit- 
when you go through their 
towns. These ball parks in the 
B. C and D League class are copy- 
ing the pix houses and radio pro- 
grams with giveaways. Many give 
an auto to the lucky ticket, some 
give refrigerators, TV sets, radios, 
washing machines, ete., but just 
like bad pictures it doesn’t bring 
the public in when the home team 
is not doing well. It is in many of 
these parks that Schacht goes and 
doubles the business and recreates 
interest in the home teams, 


yas 


( 
( 
t 
\ 
t 
| 
I 
| 


many of 


An Idea for Show Biz 

\fost. of these ball clubs are 
owned or subsidized by big league 
clubs, developing talent for the ma- 
jor leagues. A thought struck me 
that this would be a great idea for 
the theatre. Why don’t the big 
producers subsidize little theatres 
all over the country to develop tal- 
ent and when an actor or actress 
comes through and clicks they 
would have first call on their serv- 
The voungsters in the theatre 
work-out spots the same as 
players, 


ces 
need 
ball 

This was a lucky trip; we weren't 
rained out once, although in Macon, 
Ga., it poured for hours before 
the game, but people came to the 
ball park, with umbrellas, dragging 
infants and kids, and sat there 
Waiting in the rain until 9 p. m. 
when it cleared up and Al and the 
gime went on. That's what I call 
fans! 

There is a lot of work in these 
baseball one-nighters. Al usually 
maps out his course a week or two 
ahead. While en route he spends 
hours With maps, figures mileage, 
best roads, ete. Then when he 
starts out for the trip, he stops at a 
gas station and asks the attendant 
the best way to go, and usually 
takes his advice. But that night 
he goes through the map ritual 
again. 

You never know a guy until you 
pass a red light with him; this Al 
did many times, so I got to know 
him real well. I thought I knew 
the guy after 25 vears but I learn- 
ed a Jot about him and about base- 
ball on this ‘you-all’ trip that I 
didn’t know. I found Schacht a 
Very conscientious worker, who 
Goesn't cheat himself or the pub- 
lic He loves to do his act, the 
S'y ts Stage struck! He should pay 
admission, because he has as much 
lun as the audience. He must be 
stage struck to go out in summer 
Paying one-night stands in places 
that are hotter than a_ baker's 
“tovel, when he can stay in New 
York in his prosperous restaurant 
and count his bank books. 

'n the morning he is a “no-talk- 
1 !-l-read-my-paper” guy. Reads 
‘ie sports pages first, then the 
“porting News, which to ball play- 
*'S Is what Variety is to show biz. 
‘en he glances at the big news 
Ol the day; just enough to be able 
'o talk about it unintelligently. He 

‘CS to fell stories, long ones; 
len he finished a story I knew , 
_ must have done at least 500 
ves. One good thing about his 
S v'les is that you can fall asleep, 
! at up. pick up the thread and 
ee " Miss a thing. He loves to 
- ” e; he wouldn’t let me get near | 
+l * heel throughout the trip. 
Biss phe was because I don’t know 
very leans He doesn’t drive 
but ta maybe 80 or 90 MPH 
directing’ ale goes that fast past 
: Signs: the rest of the. 
‘ip he makes 50 and 60. 

; Peak Audiences 
te Naturaliy, driving, eating, sleep- 
's and working with a guy for | 


\ 


\ 


? 


{ mories 


or do a little “barbering,” and dur- 
ing these sessions I found out a 
very interesting fact about this 
clown. He has entertained (in per- 
son) more people than any one in 
the world! I didn’t take his word 
for this, because if you know Al, 
you know he is prone to under- 
exaggerate things! But here are 
figures that prove his case: 

Al Schacht started clowning in 
the International League in 1914 
and during the period of 1914 to 
1919 he estimates he played to at 
least 3.000.000 people. He was 
with the Washington Club 1920 
through 1934, and with Boston 
1935-36, and in those 17 vears he 
clowned to an average of 1,600.- 
GOO a season, which makes a total 
of 27.200.000. During spring train- 
ing and the regular season for 17 
years in the Big Leagues he ap- 
peared in exhibition games to at 
Jeast 2.500.000 people. Clowning 
at 24 World Series adds 7.200.000 
more, and in 43 All-Star games we 
add 65.000 more. 


His personal tours through the 
big leagues and the minors with 
his act from 1937 to 1950 adds at 
least 2,500,000. Personal appear- 
ances in this countgy and overseas 
entertaining our boys in North 
Africa, Sicily, New Guinea, Dutch 
East Indies, Philippines and Japan 
and in hospitals both here and 
abroad adds 2,500,000 to our other 
figures. During Bond. Drives he 
appeared in ball parks and ar- 
that were jammed, so let 
us Say it was 2,000,000 more peo- 
ple. When he made the tour with 
Vincent Richards and Mme. Leng- 
len on their tennis tour (clowning 
between the sets), and touring with 
his basketball team and. clowning 
at football stadiums, we add 500.- 
000 more customers. He _ played 
three seasons in vaudeville doing 
four and five shows a day which 
adds at least 1,200,000 more. Ap- 
pearances as an after-dinner speak- 
er and at benefits for 40 years 
adds another 3,500,000. Figure it 
all up folks and it comes to a total 
of 52.700.000 people that he clown- 
ed for (not counting TV, radio or 
pix). As the so-called “show biz 
historian” I know of no. other 
single entertainer, here or 
abroad, in any branch of show 
biz, that even approaches 
ihese figures. ‘(And I didn’t count 
the Judge he appeared before for 
a traffic violation, but he didn't do 
any clowning that time), 
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“under $600,000." All the films 
will be made in New York. No dis- 
tribution outlet will be sought un- 
til the first pic is completed. 

Actually, it’s understood, coin is 
being advanced only for the one 
film. Cowan and the exhib group 
have a series of 12. of various types 
in mind, but the backers want to 
see the results—b.o. and otherwise 
—of the first before jumping into 
others. 

All of the theatremen in CPI are 
also charter members of the Na- 
tional Exhibitors Finance Corp., 
which they have been attempting to 
organize for the past year to back 
indie production. They claim to be 
close to achieving the $2,000,000 
kitty they want to start with. They 
add that the new experimental 
company will have no bearing on 
their desire to get NEFC into op- 
eration. 

Special Eyeglasses Due 

The three-dimensional process in 

which the initialer will be made re- 


‘quires the spectator tO wear spe- 


cial eyeglasses te get the effect. 
In this respect it is similar to the 
novelty shorts made 20 years or 
more ago. System developed by 
Polaroid tor Army and Navy pur- 
poses during the war is much more 
startling in its effect. however. It 
has the added advantage of not 
tiring the eyes, as did the old sys- 
tem, which simply employed a red 
filter over one eye and a blue one 
over the other. 

Vectograph system, which is 
what Polaroids calls its method 
prints on both sides of the same 
strip of film to get its effect. It 


combines this with “circular polar- 


ization” developed during the war 
by Polaroid technical chief Wil- 
liam J. Ryan, so that the effect is 
not lost no matter how the wearer 
of the special glasses tilts his head. 

Glasses are made of a gelatine 


ito Continued from page ? aes 


| Cowan's thought is to bill and) 


exploit the picture as “Live 
Movies.” There’s a_ possibility 
that this or some other advertising 


message will be printed on the in- | 


side of the cardboard frames, so 
'that conceivably millions of kids 
will be walking around wearing 
sunglasses with a picture plug-on 
them. 

CPI’s deal with Polaroid is-a flat 
royalty payment that covers use of 
the special camera for making the 
pix (special projection equipment 
is not needed) and provision of 
10,000,000 pairs of the glasses. 
Pinanski first heard of Polaroid’s 
three-dimensional method—which 
the company had not considered 
for commercial motion picture 
making—and mentioned it to 
Cowan. Latter, former exec head 
of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts & Seiences, was instrumental 
in formation of the Motion Picture 
Research Council. He thus had 
some technical knowledge _ that 
enabled him to get outside optical 
engineers in and size up the possi- 
bilities. 

Polaroid has built only one cam- 
era so far, but promises to have 
another ready by the time Cowan 
is ready to shoot. A second diffi- 
culty is setting up lab equipment 
that can handle the 
both sides of a film. 

Cowan maintains that the first 
pic will not hinge on tricks such 
as baseball-throwing and 
coaster-riding to demonstrate the 
effect, but will be a standard en- 
tertainment film in a new format 
that will be exploitable. Like all 
the pix that CPI has in mind, it 
will be designed on the basis that 

| *here’s something you can’t get in 
television.” 

Number of the exhibs interested 

in the present setup have recently 
been to Oyster Bay, Long Island, 
to view the three-dimensional sys- 
tem being developed there with 
Rockefeller and Henry Luce back- 
ing. 
but the use of six projection ma- 
chines and considerable altera- 
tion of theatres. It’s not consid- 
'ered practical as yet for ordinary 
| filmmaking, but might before long 
| be put into special demonstration 
houses on a roadshow basis. 
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Trinidad Spawns — 








tures which make up the bulk of 
Port-of-Spain’s 100,000 nationals. 
Some of the bands also use gourds 
and the traditional West Indian 


drums along with the oil-can lids. 
curiously enough, , 
are a direct result of the large-| 
which hit | 


The bands, 


scale unemployment 
Trinidad when the U. S. bases 
folded after the war. With time 
on their hands, local youth sifted 
through surplus equipment on the 
docks to fashion musical instru- 
ments. They experimented with 
the tops of biscuit tins and other 
metal containers, but settled for 
heavy cil-can lids because of their 
superior tonal range. So true is 
their musical ear that they have 
little difficulty in adapting any- 
thing from Bach to boogie-woogie 
to their own native tempos and in- 
terpretation. 

Eight or 10 bands are heard at 
native fetes throughout Trinidad 
and nearby Tobago, but only re- 
cently has the cruise trade heard 
them as a regular nitery feature. 
A month ago a canny ex-GI named 
Jimmy Walker opened his Dirty 
Jim’s Swizzle Club—the_— only 
Yankee-owned bistro on the island 
—featuring the steel band music. 
In that time over 5,000 tourists and 
localites have signed his guest 
book. Walker, who served an ap- 
prenticeship as operator of the 
American Legion club at Waller 
Air Field here during the war, 
stayed on to marry a local gal. He 
is now dickering for a New York 
audition for his bands. 

The Port-of-Spain country club, 
which also caters to the cruise 
trade, has recently started to use 
the bands to bulwark the usual 
calypso entertainment. Among 
the calypso troupes featured is 
that of aging King Radio. who 
starred at Manhattan’s 
Barn several years back and even 
had a filing at Hollywood; Attila 
the Hun, and the Zebra. But 
Trinidad lost one of iis most pop- 
ular calypso hangouts when the 
Calypso Club shuttered this month. 


printing on| 


roller | 


It requires no special glasses, | 


‘ago. he was chief engineer 


Village | 


OBITUARIES 


CHARLES P. HAMMOND 
Charles P. Hammond, 41, ad- 
promotion y.p. of NBC; died in 
Chappaqua, N. Y., last week. 
Details in Radio section. 


HERMAN M. BESS 


Herman M. Bess, 52, sales v.p- of 
WPAT, Paterson, died in Newark, | 


N.J., Thursday (29). 
Details in Radio section. 


TOM ALFRED 

Alfred Thomas, 39, ad-publicity 
director known professionally as 
Tom Alfred, died in Los Angeles 
June 28 of cancer. 
ad-pub chief for Harry M. Pop- 
kin’s Cardinal Productions for the 
last two years and had entered the 
hospital after returning from New 
York where he sat in on the Pop- 
kin-Joe Justman negotiations for 
United Artists. 

Son of pioneer producer Dave 
Thomas, he started with his father 
as an office boy. He had been in 
film publicity for the last 14 years, 
working at Metro, 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia and Paramount. Survivors 
in addition to his parents include 
an uncle, producer Harry Thomas 
and cousin, producer Jerry Thomas. 


FRED O. RENARD 

Fred O. Renard, 86, former man- 
ager of concert and operatic artists, 
died in Short Hills, N. J., July 2. 
Among his clients were Enrico 
Caruso, Metopera tenor; Anna 
Case and others. 

On the death in 1921 of his wife, 
Augusta, who had been an opera 
and concert singer, Renard retired, 
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We miss you Darling— 


Your Sisters and Niece, 
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but later became interested in im- 


| porting foreign motion pictures. 


Among his first were films which 
gave Americans their first views of 
Greta Garbo. 

Surviving are a son and a grand- 
daughter. 


JOHN FREDERICKS 

John Fredericks, 38, part owner 
and manager of a recording sta- 
tion in Hollywood, died June 30 at 
Santa Moniea, following a_ brain 
tumor operation. 

Fredericks, before entering ra- 
dio as chief engineer for KPAS, 
Jater KXLA, was owner and play- 
er on the Los Angeles Bulldogs. 
pro football team. He had been 
a grid star at UCLA. Prior to 
joining the Hollywood recording 
station about three and a half years 
for 
KFVD. 

Survived by wife. 


CHRISTOPHER ELLIS 

Christopher Ellis, president of 
the Montreal branch of the Assn. 
of Canadian Radio Artists, also 
newscaster and radio actor, died 
at his home in Montreal June 29. 

Born in England, a grad of Ox- 
ford University, Ellis came to Can- 
ada in 1926 and started his radio 
career with station CHLP. Dur- 
ing the war he served with the 
Canadian Navy and later joined 
the radio department of Cockfield, 
Brown & Co. ad agency in Mon- 
treal. 

GUS FLEISCHMANN 

Gus Fleischmann, 59. flour 
broker and_ president of the 
Fleischmann Export Co., died after 
a heart attack July 2 at Ovster 
Bay, L. I. He was the husband of 
the former musicomedy actress. 
Virginia Smith—now in radio and 
TV—and had many friends in 
show business. He was a director 
and chairman of the house com- 
mittee of the City Athletic Club. 

In addition to his wife, a broth- 
er. Theodore Fleischmann, also 
survives, 

WALTER BEN UARE 

Walter Ben Hare, 70, author of 
more than 200 plays produced 
mostly by amateur groups, died 
June 30 in St. Louis. Hare was a 
U. S. meteorologist from 1905 till 
his death. Prior to that, he had 
been an actor. 

Best known of his plays was 
“Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick,” 
a rural melodrama which received 
over 20,000 performances and sold 
over 1,000,000 copies. 


SIMON ROWSON 
Simon Rowson, 73, founder of 
Ideal Films with his brother 
Harry, and subsequently director 
of Gaumont-British, died in Lon- 
don June 28. He was onetime 


president of both the British Kine- 


He had been | 


,matograph Society and the Kine- 
_matograph Renters’ Society. Also 
associated with the Board of Trade 
Films Division for a short while. 
His wife died about six months 
| ago. 


~~ 
CHARLES C. WAGNER 

Charlies C. Wagner, 53, district 
manager for the past six vears for 
the A. M. Ellis theatre chain died 
in Philadelphia on June 26. He 
had been a motion picture theatre 
manager for many years prior to 
joining the Ellis circuit. 

Daughter and parents survive. 


EDWARD A. BARTO e 
Edward <A. Barto, 68, former 
vaude performer who worked with 
his wife, Florence, in the act of 
Barto and Clark, died in Philadel- 
phia June 26. 
At his death he was manager of 
a Philly restaurant. Survived pv 
wife and son. 


DARALD L. HARTLEY 
Darald L. (Doc) Hartley, 56. 
mer motion picture editor of 
Kansas City Star, died in 
City, Mo., July 1. 

He had been film editor of 
Star until a heart ailment 
him to retire a year ago. 

CLARENCE LYLE 

Clarence Lyle, 66, retired actor, 
died in Hollywood, June 26. He 
had been invalided since suffering 
a heart attack in 1945. 

Wife survives. 
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Father, 54, of Frank Allan. disk 
jockey at WREN, Topeka, Kans. 
died in that city June 25. 
Heckert, 65. 
died 
Widow 


Edward H. 
studio cashier, 
Hollywood. 
survive. 


film 
June 25 in 
and two sons 


. MARRIAGES 


Robert L. Webber to Ruch Hack- 
eit, Des Moines, June 18. He's 
manager of station KWDM in that 
city. 

Janet Sayers to John Kuehn, 
Boston, July 2. Bride’s 2 dancer 
with touring company of “Kiss Me, 
Kate;” he’s stage manager of same 
musical. 

Lorraine Stolzer to Paul Schles- 
inger, Chicago, June 30. Bride is 
“an artist with J. Walter Thompson 
agency; he’s Tatham-Laird radio 
time buyer. 

Beverly Clark to Bob Garsen, 
NewYork, July 7. He’s a member 
of The Continentals, singing group. 

Jane Mendenhall to Bob Echel- 
son, Hartiord, Conn., July 3. He's 
VARIETY mugg and editor of the 
Post-News there. 

Patricia Johnson to Warren 
Schmoll, Plymouth, Wis., July 3. 
Both are singers in the Chicago 
cast of “Oklahoma.” 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Tabakin, 
son, Hollywood, June 27, Father 
is television agent at MCA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nate Colter, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 26. 
Father’s in UI personnel depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar J. Leaman, 
daughter. Glendale, Cal., June 24. 
Father is tele consultant for 
Screen Directors Guild. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jacoby. son, 
New York, June 25. Father is an 
NBC staffer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Colin Male, daugh- 
ter. Columbus, O., June 23. Father 
is WITVN program director 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Richman, 
daughter, New York, June = 27. 
Father is with Warner Bros. home 
office accounting dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
daughter, Cleveland, 
Father is business 
WEOL. 
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public be provided with a 
opportunity to speak ifs 
to dictate what its en- 
tertainment fare will be.” 

FCC has given no _ indication 
when hearings will be held. Possi- 
bility of proceedings this summer 
are considered slim in view of its 
preoccupation with the important 
color video decision, which is ex- 
pected by Sept. 1. Desire to get 
the freeze lifted on TV by the 
vear’s end may prevent the agency 
from sandwiching in theatre tele 
between color decision and TV al- 
locations hearings, with result that 
theatre vroceedings may be de 
ferred untii after Jan. 1. It's ex 
pected the hearings would occupy 
several weeks at least. 
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More Than a Quarter Million Individual 
Ballots Were Received by Mail in the First 
NATIONAL AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
of Radio and TV 





The telephone votes (72, 
257) received in Honolulu 
were disallowed in fair- 
ness to all contestants, 
since no voting by tele- 
phone was permitted ex- 
cept through LUxemburg 
2-3100 (in New York City) 


Ted Mack and 
e THE ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR « 


ON NBC-TV ano ABC-AM ror OLD GOLD CIGARETTES 











